
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 23rd July 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING 
OLD ST MICHAEL’S 
Thanks you to those who 
organised our wonderful 
little sausage sizzle plus 
fundraiser last weekend to 
help renovate the old St 

Michael’s. The event raised $4,000, and a good time was 
had by all. 
 

Many of our more senior parishioners were telling some 
wonderful stories about the Church which was in use 
until 1980. We hope that you will take time to write these 
stories for our parish archives. 
 

We would also like to thank those who have donated 
towards the appeal. As of Friday morning, our total 
stands at $10,184.50. 
 

The renovations will not be cheap – we expect the 
estimated costs will be at least $300,000, but it will 
ultimately serve as a good meeting space, a possible 
prayer space and who knows what else… 
 

We have many generous people who are giving their 
time, finance and energy towards this project. Will you 
also be one of them? 
 

(L) These  are some photos 
taken after the 8am Mass. 
 
Donations may be made via 
EFT to the following: 
 
BSB  067950 
Acct No  100005310 
Acct Name St Michael’s Reno 
 
Please advise transfer details 
(amount, name  and date) to 

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so we can keep a 
record of donations. 
 

Thank you so much to all who are making this possible. 
 
Fr Wim 
 

FR JESSIE ON LEAVE AND NO WEDNESDAY OR 

THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL FROM JULY 19 

Fr Jessie is on leave till Sunday 25 August. 

 

We will be helped by visiting priests on weekends, but 

there will be no Wednesday or Thursday Masses at Our 

Lady of Lourdes Church until further notice. Friday and 

weekend Masses will continue as usual. 

 

This weekend we welcome Monsignor Ron McFarlane 

who will celebrate the 5.30pm Mass at St Michael’s and 

Fr Kevin Walsh who will celebrate the 10am Mass. 

 

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS 

You are welcome to provide your own input or 

submission to the Synod, individually or as a group, via 

the link https://parracatholic.org/synod_getinvolved/ 

 

Do you want to apply to be a Synod member? 

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv warmly invites 

applications for membership to the Diocesan Synod, 

which will be held on 12 to 15 October 2023. 

 

Criteria for possible membership and registration form 

are on the Diocese of Parramatta website, viz. 

synod2023_membership - Diocese of Parramatta 

(parracatholic.org) 

 

Please note that numbers to attend the Synod are 

limited. Your application will be reviewed and assessed, 

and you will be advised on the outcome. 

Membership Applications must be returned by 31 July 

2023. 

 

Your stories matter! Send your submissions to the first 

Diocesan Synod before 31 July  

The success of the Synod relies on your participation. 

Your submissions will inform the development of the 

agenda for the Synod, from 12-15 October 2023, which 

will gather clergy, consecrated and laity to discuss 

important matters relating to the life and mission of the 

Church. Applications to be a member at the Synod are 

now open. Apply to be a member or make a submission 

before 31 July: https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/ 
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THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION 
PROGRAM 
The Parish program for the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation has started with over 250 children and 
their families taking part. The first week of the program – 
which is a  work at home affair – starts this Monday. 
 

Please pray for all these children and their parents. 
 
LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE – have you registered 
yet? 
Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on 
Monday 4th September at the Bede Heather Centre, 
Marion St, Blacktown.  
 

We would like you to take on the  ministry of reader, 
extraordinary minister of holy Communion, or ministry at 
the altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, and  this is the 
link for the registration form.  This formation course for 
you and all ministries are open to both women and men.  
 

Copies of the registration form are also available in the 
foyer. 
 

We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both 
Churches.  
 
MASS LINK FOR THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 
The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Sixteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A and available on 
YOUTUBE after that https://youtube.com/live/
XpqOm_rfHNE. Please copy the link into browser if it does 
not immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  
 
FOLLOW OUR WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMAGE FROM 
HOME! 
170 young people from Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains (Including parishioner Sean Turner) took off 
today (Friday) to World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal for 
an experience of a lifetime. The pilgrimage will travel 
through some of the most beautiful and sacred parts of 
Europe and you are invited to follow along from home. 
We will be posting videos, photos and articles throughout 
the trip, so you can see and hear what our pilgrims are 
experiencing.  
 

Sign up today by visiting catholicoutlook.info/
WYD23News. 
 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – 
PART 2 
With no audiences being held at the Vatican during July, 
we’ve started with an Introduction to the Gospel of 
Matthew, taken from the United States Catholic Bishops’ 
website. 

Last week’s topic dealt with a general introduction and 
structure of Matthew’s Gospel. The text can be found via 
this link on the Parish website - Bulletin Archive for 
20230714 and scroll. 
 
DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER 
Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 
September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with the 
Catechesis and Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 
September at 9:30am – 2pm at the Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown (formerly known as the IFM).  
 
Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those 
who have reached the age of 16 years and have received 
both the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet 
to receive the Confirmation. If you would like more 
information, please contact the Office for Worship on 
0460 037 795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.  
 
 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:  
Tony Pitt-Lancaster, Jean Antoun 
 
Anniversaries:  
John Day, Rex Anderson, Alaric Bastian, Barbara Bailey, 
Ruth Tuffy, Bon Tiak Lu, Evelyn Sutcliffe,  
Gerardo Capitulo (40th day)  
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE  

GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – PART 2 

To view Part 1 click here and scroll down the bulletin. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/0 

Discourse and Narrative 

In the “Sermon on the Mount” the theme of righteousness 

is prominent, and even at this early stage of the ministry 

the note of opposition is struck between Jesus and the 

Pharisees, who are designated as “the hypocrites” (Mt 6:2, 

5, 16). The righteousness of his disciples must surpass 

that of the scribes and Pharisees; otherwise, in spite of 

their alleged following of Jesus, they will not enter into the 

kingdom of heaven (Mt 5:20). Righteousness means doing 

the will of the heavenly Father (Mt 7:21), and his will is 

proclaimed in a manner that is startling to all who have 

identified it with the law of Moses. The antitheses of the 

Sermon (Mt 5:21–48) both accept (Mt 5:21–30, 43–48) 

and reject (Mt 5:31–42) elements of that law, and in the 

former case the understanding of the law’s demands is 

deepened and extended.  

The antitheses are the best commentary on the meaning of 

Jesus’ claim that he has come not to abolish but to fulfill 

the law (Mt 5:17). What is meant by fulfillment of the law is 

not the demand to keep it exactly as it stood before the 

coming of Jesus, but rather his bringing the law to be a 

lasting expression of the will of God, and in that fulfillment 

there is much that will pass away. Should this appear 

contradictory to his saying that “until heaven and earth 

pass away” not even the smallest part of the law will pass 

(Mt 5:18), that time of fulfillment is not the dissolution of 

the universe but the coming of the new age, which will 

occur with Jesus’ death and resurrection. While 

righteousness in the new age will continue to mean 

conduct that is in accordance with the law, it will be 

conduct in accordance with the law as expounded and 

interpreted by Jesus (cf. Mt 28:20, “…all that I have 

commanded you”). 

Though Jesus speaks harshly about the Pharisees in the 

Sermon, his judgment is not solely a condemnation of 

them. The Pharisees are portrayed as a negative example 

for his disciples, and his condemnation of those who claim 

to belong to him while disobeying his word is no less severe 

(Mt 7:21–23, 26–27). 

In Mt 4:23 a summary statement of Jesus’ activity speaks 

not only of his teaching and proclaiming the gospel but of 

his “curing every disease and illness among the people”; 

this is repeated almost verbatim in Mt 9:35.  

The narrative section that follows the Sermon on the Mount 

(Mt 8:1–9:38) is composed principally of accounts of those 

merciful deeds of Jesus, but it is far from being simply a 

collection of stories about miraculous cures.  

The nature of the community that Jesus will establish is 

shown; it will always be under the protection of him whose 

power can deal with all dangers (Mt 8:23–27), but it is only 

for those who are prepared to follow him at whatever cost 

(Mt 8:16–22), not only believing Israelites but Gentiles who 

have come to faith in him (Mt 8:10–12). The disciples 

begin to have some insight, however imperfect, into the 

mystery of Jesus’ person. They wonder about him whom 

“the winds and the sea obey” (Mt 8:27), and they witness 

his bold declaration of the forgiveness of the paralytic’s 

sins (Mt 9:2). That episode of the narrative moves on two 

levels.  

When the crowd sees the cure that testifies to the authority 

of Jesus, the Son of Man, to forgive sins (Mt 9:6), they 

glorify God “who had given such authority to human 

beings” (Mt 9:8). The forgiveness of sins is now not the 

prerogative of Jesus alone but of “human beings,” that is, 

of the disciples who constitute the community of Jesus, the 

church. The ecclesial character of this narrative section 

could hardly be more plainly indicated. 

The end of the section prepares for the discourse on the 

church’s mission (Mt 10:5–42). Jesus is moved to pity at 

the sight of the crowds who are like sheep without a 

shepherd (Mt 9:36), and he sends out the twelve disciples 

to make the proclamation with which his own ministry 

began, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt 10:7; cf. Mt 

4:17), and to drive out demons and cure the sick as he has 

done (Mt 10:1). 

 Their mission is limited to Israel (Mt 10:5–6) as Jesus’ own 

was (Mt 15:24), yet in Mt 15:16 that perspective broadens 

and the discourse begins to speak of the mission that the 

disciples will have after the resurrection and of the severe 

persecution that will attend it (Mt 10:18). Again, the 

discourse moves on two levels: that of the time of Jesus 

and that of the time of the church. 

The narrative section of the third book (Mt 11:2–12:50) 

deals with the growing opposition to Jesus. Hostility toward 

him has already been manifested (Mt 8:10; 9:3, 10–13, 

34), but here it becomes more intense. The rejection of 

Jesus comes, as before, from Pharisees, who take “counsel 

against him to put him to death” (Mt 12:14) and repeat 

their earlier accusation that he drives out demons because 

he is in league with demonic power (Mt 12:22–24). But 

they are not alone in their rejection.  

Jesus complains of the lack of faith of “this generation” of 

Israelites (Mt 11:16–19) and reproaches the towns “where 

most of his mighty deeds had been done” for not heeding 

his call to repentance (Mt 11:20–24). This dark picture is 

relieved by Jesus’ praise of the Father who has enabled 

“the childlike” to accept him (Mt 11:25–27), but on the 

whole the story is one of opposition to his word and 

blindness to the meaning of his deeds. The whole section 

ends with his declaring that not even the most intimate 

blood relationship with him counts for anything; his only 

true relatives are those who do the will of his heavenly 

Father (Mt 12:48–50). 

The narrative of rejection leads up to the parable discourse 

(Mt 13:3–52). The reason given for Jesus’ speaking to the 

crowds in parables is that they have hardened themselves 

against his clear teaching, unlike the disciples to whom 

knowledge of “the mysteries of the kingdom has been 

granted” (Mt 13:10–16). In Mt 13:36 he dismisses the 

crowds and continues the discourse to his disciples alone, 

who claim, at the end, to have understood all that he has 

said (Mt 13:51).  

But, lest the impression be given that the church of Jesus 

is made up only of true disciples, the explanation of the 

parable of the weeds among the wheat (Mt 13:37–43), as 

well as the parable of the net thrown into the sea “which 

collects fish of every kind” (Mt 13:47–49), shows that it is 

composed of both the righteous and the wicked, and that 

separation between the two will be made only at the time 

of the final judgment.  
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. 

I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and praise your 

name, O Lord, for it is good.  

 

First Reading Wis 12:13, 16-19 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for 

everything, to whom you might have to prove that you 

never judged unjustly. 

Your justice has its source in strength, your sovereignty 

over all makes you lenient to all. 

You show your strength when your sovereign power is 

questioned and you expose the insolence of those who 

know it; but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in 

judgement, you govern us with great lenience, for you 

have only to will, and your power is there. 

By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 

how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 

and you have given your sons the good hope that after 

sin you will grant repentance. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Lord, you are good and forgiving.  

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of love to all 

who call. Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer and 

attend to the sound of my voice .   (R.) 

2. All the nations shall come to adore you and glorify 

your name, O Lord: for you are great and do 

marvellous deeds, you who alone are God .     (R.) 

3. But you, God of mercy and compassion, slow to 

anger, O Lord, abounding in love and truth, turn 

and take pity on me .   (R.) 

 

Second Reading Rom 8:26-27 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when 

we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the 

Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could 

never be put into words, and God who knows everything 

in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and 

that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are 

according to the mind of God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you 

have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 

kingdom.  

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Mt 13:24-43 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good 

seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy 

came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 

When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel 

appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and 

said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your 

field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some 

enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants 

said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he 

said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you 

might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till 

the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the 

reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to 

be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and 

sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but 

when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and 

becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and 

shelter in its branches.’ 

He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven 

is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ 

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; 

indeed, he would never speak to them except in 

parables. This was to fulfill the prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 

and expound things hidden since the foundation of 

the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his 

disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable 

about the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The 

sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is 

the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; 

the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who 

sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the 

world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as the 

darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be 

at the end of time. The Son of Man will send his angels 

and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that 

provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw them 

into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping 

and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like 

the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Listen, anyone 

who has ears!’   

 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a 

memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those who 

fear him . 
 

Next Sunday:  

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kgs 35, 7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

Taking further parables from Matthew 13, the Lectionary 
presents us with a rather complex situation in regard to the 
Gospel. We begin with the parable of the Wheat and the 
Weeds (13:24-30); then come two shorter parables, the 
Mustard Seed (13:31-32) and the Leaven (13:33), followed by 
a reflection (13:34-35), typical of Matthew, indicating how 
Jesus’ use of parables was foreseen in Scripture (Ps 78:2); 
finally, we have an allegorical application of the Wheat and 
Weeds parable (13:36-43) along the lines of the the similar 
allegory on the parable of the Sower.  
 
 What is the homilist to make of all this? Many may be 
content to take the shorter option, featuring simply the first 
parable. Whatever course we take, it is important not to let 
interpretation of the parable be ‘swamped‘ by the allegory, 
which somewhat shifts its focus.  
 
Taken by itself, the parable of the Wheat and the Weeds, like 
all the parables in the chapter, addresses the nature of the 
kingdom of God. If, as Jesus maintains (Matt 4:17; 12:28), the 
kingdom has already dawned, why such continuing 
prevalence of evil? Why has God not already intervened to 
root out evil and establish God’s rule once and for all? 
 
To this the parable responds that the onset of the kingdom is 
not taking place on neutral ground. A powerful opposition is 
at work, holding human hearts against it. Hence the slowness 
of its growth.   
 
In Palestine a poisonous weed known as darnel affects wheat 
crops. In the early stages of growth it looks very like the 
young shoots of wheat. By the time both plants can be 
distinguished, the roots are so entwined as to as to make 
tearing out the darnel very injurious to the wheat.   
 
Likewise, good and evil are at present so inextricably co-
existent in the world as to make too ruthless an attempt to 
eradicate the one fatal to a successful harvest of the other. In 
the harvest time to come, however, God will deal once and 
for all with evil, before gathering in ‘the wheat‘ of the 
kingdom.  
 
The parable can apply to the world as a whole, to the Church, 
to any smaller community within the Church or even to an 
individual person’s own moral and spiritual life. So often a 
person’s or a community’s good qualities spring from the 
same source as their reprehensible ones. An irascible person 
may be vigorous in struggling for justice; a laid-back character 
a good listener – and so on. Christianity’s long history of 
intolerance –the Inquisition, etc – shows the tragedy and folly 
of being more zealous to root out evil than to encourage 
good. Jesus seems to suggest that God can cope for quite a 
time with the continuing existence of evil in order to preserve 
or promote a wider good.  
 
The allegorical explanation of the parable pushes its focus 
strongly in the direction of judgement, with almost exclusive 
concentration upon the negative. Traditionally, the parable 

has been interpreted as bearing upon the continuing 
prevalence of evil as well as good in the Church. But the 
primary identification of the ‘field‘ in the parable is with ‘the 
world‘ rather than the Church (v. 38b). The interpretation 
would, then, address and account for the situation whereby 
‘the children of the kingdom‘ (=‘the church‘) continue to 
suffer at the hands of evildoers. In this case, the final 
judgement, rather than a threat hanging over members of the 
Church, will be their vindication; persecution will not last for 
ever; evildoers will eventually suffer the fate their behaviour 
deserves.   
 
This complex parable, then, presents comfort as well as 
challenge to the church. That said, the accompanying imagery 
(hellfire, etc) may need some comment. Literalistic 
understandings of such features will hardly promote growth 
in faith and virtue today.  
 
The two shorter parables again address the nature of the 
kingdom in the interests of encouragement. The kingdom 
may be unimpressive in its current manifestation in the 
activity of Jesus. But before long, like the mustard seed, it will 
have sprouted up into something far greater – a substantial 
tree to which many, like the birds of the air, will flock. 
 
Leaven, going about its work silently and unobtrusively within 
measures of flour produces a result totally out of proportion 
to its size. So, too, the kingdom may not have spectacular 
beginnings but, as proclaimed and enacted by Jesus, it is 
quietly and effectively working transformation. 
  
The First Reading, from the Book of Wisdom, 12:13, 16-19, 
projects a rather distant, monarchical image of God. 
Presumably this extract has been selected because of its 
stress, at one point at least, upon God’s leniency and 
mildness in judgement.  
 
The brief extract from Romans 8 making up the Second 
Reading (8:26-27) can provide comfort and encouragement 
for those experiencing difficulties in prayer.  

From LiturgyHelp 



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Parables of God’s Kingdom: The wheat and weeds, the mustard 

seed and the yeast.      Matthew 13: 24-43 

 

Scripture scholars have sometimes referred 

to Matthew’s Gospel as “the Gospel of the 

Kingdom” simply because it contains more 

than fifty references to the kingdom of God 

and the kingdom of heaven. Today’s gospel-

reading consists of three parables used by 

Jesus to teach his disciples and the crowds 

gathered to hear him about the reign of God which he was intent 

on establishing. It’s important for us to understand that the 

“kingdom of God” to which he referred was not a political entity 

or a physical territory or a state on the map. Rather it was a way 

in which people might live together intent on putting into practice 

God’s dream for humanity. It was all about people doing all in 

their power to treat each other with respect and dignity, making 

sure to protect those most at risk and reaching out to one 

another with justice, mercy, compassion and forgiveness. The 

three parables that make up today’s gospel-reading are about 

the virtue of tolerance  -  not rushing to push aside those who 

don’t measure to our standards, those we label as weeds; the 

virtue of attending to the small, ordinary things of everyday life 

that are needed for harmonious living together, making sure to 

pay attention to almost insignificant things of daily life, the 

mustard-seed size of things;  the virtue of attending to little 

things like compliments, words of encouragement, giving time to 

listen  to  others    -    doing  things  for  others  that  almost 

imperceptibly can build vibrant communities, rather like the way 

in which yeast turns dough into nourishing bread. It is also worth 

noting that Matthew wrote his Gospel  at least half a century 

after the death of Jesus for an emerging Christian  community 

that was struggling with the reality of strenuous opposition from 

a Jewish community intent on having nothing to do with Jesus 

and his message. Matthew was setting out to encourage his 

community to believe in themselves as a people entrusted with 

the mission of establishing God’s dream for the world, to value 

themselves as “good quality wheat” that would have to live 

patiently side-by-side with pesty weeds or as a tiny seed that 

would grow into a large organisation to influence the world and a 

group that would nourish others with a rule for living in peace 

and harmony. With that as introduction, we can look closely at 

some of the details of today’s readings.   

 

Today’s first reading from the Book of Wisdom, prepares the way 

for the next two readings by introducing us to the God Paul 

describes in today’s second reading from Romans and the God 

whose guide for living is outlined in the three gospel parables. 

The writer of the Book of Wisdom describes God as having 

nothing to do with oppression or compulsion. Addressing God 

directly, the writer declares: “There is no other god in existence 

who is like you. You are a God who cares for everybody equally. 

Your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things 

leads you to be lenient to all” (Wisdom 12: 17-18). We live in a 

world in which dictators, potentates and terrorists use naked 

power to destroy, to oppress and control. At the same time, we 

witness  on  a  daily  basis  the  power  of  those  who  reflect 

something of the power of God by the way in which they use their 

power to nourish and care for others. They are those who assist 

and encourage others to grow into their best selves, to become 

the people they want to be. They are the teachers, the carers of 

the aged and infirm, the nurses, doctors and psychologists who 

breathe  life  into  those  they  accompany  without  creating 

dependency. This reading concludes by reminding us that we live 

true to our best selves when we use our power, talent and 

expertise to imitate the God to whom we give our allegiance. 

 

Today’s second reading from Romans is encouragement to all of 

us who at some time or other struggle to pray. And isn’t that all 

of us? Paul reminded his community and us, too, that our very 

efforts  and  intentions  to  contribute  to  the  building  of  the 

kingdom and the reign of God are all that really matter. Paul 

assures us that God’s Spirit, alive in us, will assist us by stepping 

in to make good our weaknesses and inadequacies. Paul urges 

us not to be self-critical when we can’t find the right words with 

which to pray. He assures us that our efforts to pray will be 

supplemented by God whose Spirit will pray in and for us. 

 

The three parables that constitute the gospel-reading, like all 

parables, are open to a wealth of interpretations. They are 

parables which we can use for reflecting on our own lives, on the 

world in which we live and on the church and communities to 

which we belong. For instance, people who are inclined to rush 

into the task of pulling out weeds represent those who believe 

they have knowledge of how God wants the world to be ordered. 

In  their  view,  there  is  no  place  for  “weeds”,  literal  or 

metaphorical.  The  Pharisees  of  Jesus’  time  were  the  self-

appointed  arbiters  of  rule  observance.  Their  modern-day 

equivalents are the people we refer to as “temple police”, who 

make it their business to check on the observance of ritual in the 

liturgy. In the life of the Church.  In the history of the Church, 

there has been no shortage of religious perfectionists in any 

period. They seem to think that anyone who does not adhere to 

strict observance of the rules dear to them might contaminate 

them. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day could not tolerate Jesus 

because of his insistence in reaching out to sinners, in daring to 

put healing hands on people who had a disability or  were 

contaminated by skin diseases. Jesus was also labelled by them 

as being non-observant because he cured sick people on the 

Sabbath. 

 

The first reading from Wisdom describing God as one who uses 

power to nurture, guide and encourage and the second from 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans speaking of God’s Spirit intervening 

to optimise our desires and attempts to turn our minds and 

hearts to God in prayer, convince me that the parable of the 

weeds and wheat, which is about God’s patience with human 

beings who can resort to devious means to get what they want. It 

is surely not about reminding us or them that God will give them 

their come-uppance in the long run. Go is just as patience with 

human perversity as with the human frailty and inconsistency 

evident in our day-to-day lives. 

 

In conclusion, we might spend a few moments reflecting on 

Jesus’ ability to be realistic about how his audiences might make 

sense of, or struggle with, his parables. In his presentation of the 

parable of the mustard seed, I  can imagine him chuckling 

inwardly in anticipation of the prospect of the legalists of his day 

interpreting his message of the coming reign of God as nothing 

more than the sudden appearance and hasty  growth of  a 

noxious and unwelcome weed. They would have considered the 

reign of God as a mere nuisance to be rooted out and thrown 

aside. Jesus was sufficiently aware of the inflexibility of many 

who bothered to look critically at the message he and his 

disciples proclaimed to conclude that they would choose to 

ignore it, no matter how creatively that message was presented. 

 

As for the parable of the yeast, there is a humorous side to that 

too. Three measures of flour plus the amount of yeast required 

to make it rise would have made enough bread to feed a village. 

There would have been people in the audience wondering just 

how many people the baker-woman thought she was going to 

feed. By deliberately exaggerating the measures of the 

ingredients, Jesus was making the point that there was sufficient 

imagination, generosity, goodwill and creative energy alive in 

ordinary people tfor them to be active participants in 

establishing the reign of God. We, too, have gifts and skills. 

Today’s readings leave us to ask ourselves  why we are short on 

passion and intensity for doing our bit to bring the reign of God 

to life where we live, work and worship.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



Our Week 
 

Tuesday 25 July 

Feast - St James 

 

Wednesday 26 July 

Memorial - Sts Joachim and Anne 

 

Saturday 29 July 

Memorial Sts Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

CATHOLICISM SERIES 
 

Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s 

Church after 9.15am Mass.  
 

The Program is “Catholicism: A Journey to the 

Heart of the Faith” by Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Contact:  Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400 

 Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739 

SOUL FOOD PODCAST –   

PASTORAL FORMATION  

Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast 

features life & faith stories of people from our 

diocesan family. Listen now for FREE via our 

website or on Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/

soulfood/  

GET #ACTIVE4VOCATIONS IN THE CITY2SURF: 

13 AUGUST  
Join the Parramatta Catholic Foundation 

#Active4Vocations team. Walk, stroll, jog, or run 

with our Holy Spirit seminarians, deacons, 

priests, and community.  

Scan this QR code or visit  

tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations to register or 

donate. Funds raised support our Diocese’s 

seminarians to become priests. Thank you for 

getting #Active4Vocations.   

 

 

 
 

Become a Catechist,  

 

A Special Religious Education teacher! 

Required Wednesday mornings 
 

What is an SRE or Catechist? 
 

Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as Catechists 

are parish volunteers who: 

• Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their 

parish who attend government schools. 

• Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young 

people. 

• Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time 

and talents with young people. 

• Are people who respond to the central mission of the 

Church to make Jesus known and loved. 
 

In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs (previously 

known as Catechists) go into 4 state primary schools, in 

school hours. New volunteer SREs will be given support, 

training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a 

classroom helper. 
 

To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or call 

Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email humeliving35@gmail.com  

https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
https://tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations
https://tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations
mailto:humeliving35@gmail.com
mailto:Humeliving35@gmail.com


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  

Tony Pitt-Lancaster, Jean Antoun 

 

Anniversaries:  

John Day, Alaric Bastian, Rex Anderson 

Gerardo Capitulo (40th day), Ruth Tuffy, 

Barbara Bailey, Bon Tiak Lu, Evelyn Sutcliffe 

 

Sick: 

Katherine Izzo, Fr Tony Biddle, Judith Chie, 

Trent Styles, Joey & Noah, Nicholas Tadros, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Mimi Yeung,  

Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, 

Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao,  

Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price, 

Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, 

Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, 

Hazel Clasquin, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 

Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda,  

Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings, 

Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

23 JULY 2023  

LEC30RS NEXT WEEK 

30 JULY 2023  

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Mantaring 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 23 JULY 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 30 JULY 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Karam 

K. KcElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, 

B. Smith 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, 

R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis 

D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 
N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  23.07.23 WEEK BEGINNING  30.07.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 23.07.23  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 30.07.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 29.07.23 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 05.08.23 : 

M. Mifsud, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 29th/30th July 2023 -  Masses:          Sat     5:30pm:    A. D’Souza 

Sun    8am:      M. Donnelly         10am:      G. Wongo              6pm:    Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

