
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 21st August 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY AUGUST 19 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult COVID and 
flu-like times.  
 
I hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful for some nice sunny 
winter days, remind you that if you are not feeling well to stay at home and 
watch the Mass via the link below. 
 
DEACON ANDREW’S ORDINATION THIS FRIDAY 
Deacon Andrew will be ordained to the priesthood at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta this Friday at 7.30pm.  All are invited to attend this Mass.  
 
The newly ordained Fr Andrew will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at St 
Padre Pio Church, Howell Drive, Glenmore Park on Saturday, 27 August at 
1pm. Again all are welcome. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Andrew will remain here as Assistant Priest. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION AT ST MICHAEL’S 
Registration for the Sacrament of First Communion at St Michael’s is now 
open. A Parents’ Information evening will be held at 7.30pm in St Michael’s 
Church on Monday 4th September and Tuesday 5th September. Parents are 
expected to attend one of those meetings. Please check details in the bulletin. 
Registration Link:  https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7 
 
PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 
The Parish Working Group representing both Parish Communities is currently 
undertaking a Discernment Process with the aim of making not just good 
decisions but inspired decisions for the Parish of Baulkham Hills as we move 
forward and develop a stronger, more vibrant parish, sensitive to the action of 
God in our lives and our communities. God’s desire is that we should be joyful 
and at peace, feeling that we are in the right place and moving in the right 
direction. 
 
At its meeting on Thursday, members of the group considered initial results 
from the SWOT analysis from some members of the OLOL Community. SWOT 
analysis is a technique used to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats. It can identify internal and external factors that are favourable and 
unfavourable to achieving our vision, hopes and goals. 
 
The group decided to widen this process of consultation via a survey for 
both communities, while at the same time members of the working group 
would touch base with different groups and organisations in the parish 
via a SWOT-type analysis. 
 
We hope to have the survey available within a few weeks – initially via 
online methods. 
 
Further the group also agreed to organise a listening circle to assist with 
lingering issues related to the suppression of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
in 2014. 
 
The group will next meet on Thursday, September 22 at 7.30pm at Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Please pray for the group and its work. 
 
MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that https://youtu.be/
aLSkxvgLceA . Please copy the link into browser if it does not immediately 
work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, 
and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are also using 
FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank 
you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every week 
 
BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL – Weekend of 3-4 September 
Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests is traditionally 
held on Father’s Day, this year being the weekend of Sunday 4 September. 
This annual appeal raises much needed funds for our Diocese’s Clergy 
Support Foundation to continue its work of supporting retired clergy and those 
in ill-health. 
 

The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese – 1 bishop, 18 priests 
and 2 deacons. This year’s appeal will highlight the faithful service of our 
retired clergy, and in particular, Mons John Boyle, Fr Chris Dixon and Fr Bob 
Sheridan. 
 

With your enthusiastic support for our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, our 
Clergy Support Foundation can better care for our 21 retired priests and 
those clergy who are unwell, giving them comfort, 
professional health care, and guidance. 
 

Donations will be via envelopes, mail appeal, using the QR 
code and direct giving at parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal  
 
PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 5 
As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council deliberations, 
we are presenting the various Acts and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your 
study and perusal. Last week we provided the Introduction to the document. 
 
This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 5: Communion In Grace: 
Sacrament To The World  
 
FR WIM – PILGRIMAGE AND LEAVE 
Fr Wim will be leaving Monday with 18 pilgrims to Spain, Portugal, Lourdes and 
Oberammergau and then on leave till Wednesday 28th September. 
 
FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased:   
Fr Theo Arrivoli, Sr Margaret Harrison rsm, Dennis Davis, Dr John Westerink, 
Lois Baird, Kwan Lee, Elaine Keyte 
 

Anniversary: 
Monica Ryan, Frank Pimanda, Malcolm Keys 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the proper 
recording for the second collection, please include your envelope number if you 
have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support of the 
Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7
https://youtu.be/aLSkxvgLceA
https://youtu.be/aLSkxvgLceA
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


ACTS AND DECREES OF THE  
PLENARY COUNCIL – TOPIC 5 

 

COMMUNION IN GRACE:  
SACRAMENT TO THE WORLD 

 
1. The Church is “like a sacrament”, a sign and 

instrument of union with God and the unity of the 
whole human race. (Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, 21 
November 1964, n. 1) We know that the Church was 
founded by Christ and that our vocation is to be the 
sacrament of communion with God and of unity 
among all people (Lumen Gentium, nn. 1, 8). The 
Church’s receptivity to sacramental grace deepens 
our spiritual connections with each other, making 
visible our sacramental nature. The multicultural 
nature of our Church community has generated a 
variety of liturgical and spiritual experiences for 
Catholics in Australia. New ecclesial movements and 
communities have also helped many faithful to 
rediscover the beauty of the Christian vocation. The 
Council hopes that, drawing on the charisms of 
religious orders and of ecclesial movements, a rich 
national network might flourish, providing 
opportunities for Catholics to be enriched by the 
spiritual and mystical traditions which have nourished 
the Church through the centuries. 

 
2. “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all 

its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ” (1 
Corinthians 12:12). Members of the Church are 
diverse, and their vocations are complementary. 
Some are laypeople, some are in consecrated life, and 
some are ordained as deacon, priest, or bishop. Lay 
Catholics may be single or married; they may 
participate in ecclesial movements; they may be 
connected with religious communities. The Church 
desires to foster vocations in every aspect of Church 
life, knowing that disciples can serve Christ’s mission 
according to their unique gifts. In recent times, the 
universal Church has broadened criteria for admission 
to the ministries of Lector and Acolyte. With the 
recognition of the Ministry of Catechist, we are 
witnessing a wider range of formal ministry 
opportunities in the Church. Throughout its phases, 
the Plenary Council has also heard a call for the 
renewal of preaching, which is another 
acknowledgment of the importance of faith 
formation, rooted in Scripture, for the mission of the 
Church. 

 
3. Through ordination, priests, who are already baptised 

disciples, enter into a new relationship with the 
ecclesial community. Called and consecrated by the 
Church, through the ministry of the bishop, they are 
to gather the community, proclaim the Gospel and 
preside at the liturgy, in order to sanctify the entire 

community of faith for its mission in the world. As 
disciples, ordained priests are themselves to be 
formed by the Word and sacraments they celebrate, 
so that their discipleship is manifest in their way of 
life and in their relationships, which are to reflect the 
Spirit of Jesus, the one who serves. 

 
4. The diversity and unity of the Church are mirrored in 

the diverse practices of prayer and the ecclesial/
liturgical families of the Catholic communion (the 
Eastern Catholic Churches and the Latin Church). 
These can all help to build up strong communities of 
faith, to enable the active and effective participation 
of all the baptised, to create opportunities for 
ongoing formation in faith and to draw all believers 
deeper into the mission of the Gospel. In Australia, 
the Eastern Catholic Churches provide a vibrancy to 
complement the Roman Catholic Church in 
proclaiming the Christian message. The Eastern 
Churches are flourishing and have an important 
ongoing contribution to make to the Catholic Church 
in Australia and to the wider Australian community. 
By preserving their ancient liturgical, disciplinary and 
spiritual traditions, the Eastern Churches offer 
witness to the diversity in unity which adds to the 
beauty of Christ’s Church. The Eastern Churches, who 
have a diverse expression of liturgy and spirituality 
even amongst themselves, have an important and 
unique contribution to make to mission, formation, 
liturgy, issues relating to children, young people, 
women and men, ecumenical and interfaith relations, 
ecology and conversion. 

 
5. All members of the Church are called to help Christ’s 

Church breathe with both lungs (John Paul II, Ut 
Unum Sint, 25 May 1995, n. 54) – East and West – 
especially in the formation of its teachers; in the 
religious education curricula of Catholic schools and 
catechetical materials, including diocesan, 
independent, religious institute and ministerial public 
juridic persons’ schools; in Catholic universities, and 
in other institutions of Catholic higher education. 
Eastern Catholics must always have a place as active 
participants and leaders in whole Church gatherings. 
Special care must be taken to include those without 
an ordinary or diocese of their own rite in Australia. 

 
6. The Plenary Council reaffirms the pre-eminent role of 

liturgical worship in the life of the Church. As Vatican 
II teaches, “the liturgy is the summit toward which 
the activity of the Church is directed; at the same 
time, it is the font from which all her power 
flows.” (Vatican II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 
Sacrosanctum Concilium, 4 December 1963, n. 10) 
Renewal of its celebration is needed to ensure the 
faithful are properly nourished at the table of the 
Lord’s Word and Sacrament. This will be reflected in 
the formation of Christian faith and life, and the 



consequent need for a renewal of how the faith is 
communicated, both in the celebration of the 
Eucharist and in other occasions of common prayer. 
The way that we worship informs how we believe (lex 
orandi, lex credendi). Our communal worship 
witnesses to unity and hope in a fractured world 
increasingly hostile to public acknowledgement of 
God. Through sacramental grace and our experience 
of worship, the celebration of the sacraments and 
other rites, powerfully forms us. Worship opens the 
human heart to ongoing conversion to Christ, for the 
celebration of the liturgy is “an action of Christ and his 
body the Church” (Sacrosanctum concilium, n. 7) The 
yearning for such conversion and healing has been 
evident at each moment of discernment for the 
Plenary Council. 

 
7. We rejoice when Catholics come to receive the 

sacraments at key moments in their lives. The Church 
welcomes these opportunities for accompaniment and 
dialogue as we celebrate God’s role in our individual 
and communal life. Nonetheless, the discernment 
process of the Council has highlighted that, in 
Australia today, receiving the sacraments is sometimes 
approached more as a cultural milestone than a 
moment in ongoing faith formation that unites us with 
Christ and with each other. It can be more a process of 
certification than incorporation. Parents and 
caregivers who desire for their children to be baptised 
often have little ongoing involvement in the life of the 
parish. The Church needs to attend to this challenge 
and seek to understand better the reasons behind this 
lack of engagement. A parish’s first response to these 
approaches must always be to welcome and 
encourage what is positive in a family’s request, 
warmly inviting them to move further on their journey 
towards a personal relationship with Christ, lived out 
in the Christian community. This situation calls for the 
continued formation of all in a renewed understanding 
of the centrality of sacramental and parish life. The 
Church recognises that the ideal model for the 
formation, preparation and celebration for the 
sacraments of initiation for children is family-centred 
and parish-based, drawing on the assistance of 
Catholic schools and catechists. 

 
8. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults continues to 

be a source of renewed vitality and new membership 
for parish communities and the Church as a whole. 
This journey of initiation, conversion, welcome and 
acceptance requires considerable community and 
practical resourcing to celebrate well the various 
stages of growth and maturing into faith. This can 
often stretch the capacity of communities, particularly 
small and isolated ones, to offer a deep and fruitful 
period of preparation. In addition, and as with 
children’s initiation, parish communities sometimes 
struggle to maintain contact with neophytes after the 

celebration of the sacraments of initiation. The 
experience of welcoming new members into the 
Church through the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults offers communities opportunities to 
collaborate and share resources with other 
communities, and to foster commitment to 
discipleship in those who seek to be initiated into the 
life of the Church. 

 
9. The Church professes the Eucharist to be the source 

and summit of all sacramental life (Lumen Gentium, n. 
11). Thus, celebration of the Eucharist, and formation 
for participation in the celebration according to the 
call for liturgical reform of the Second Vatican Council, 
offers opportunities for spiritual growth. The Plenary 
Council acknowledges the need for renewal in 
catechesis, formation, and devotion to this Sacrament. 
To support this, the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference has requested that the 2028 International 
Eucharistic Congress take place in Australia. This 
would provide a time of prayerful preparation for the 
People of God. The Plenary Council hopes that 
dioceses will commit to planning and promoting 
communal public events that focus on the Eucharist, in 
service of forming Catholic belief, culture and identity. 
These might include feast day celebrations, Eucharistic 
processions and adoration, and the development and 
performance of music well-suited to worship. 

 
10. The Liturgy of the Word is crucial to the celebration of 

the Eucharist. According to the Second Vatican 
Council, “to achieve the restoration, progress and 
adaptation of the sacred liturgy, it is essential to 
promote that warm and living love for Scripture to 
which the venerable tradition of both eastern and 
western rites give testimony” (Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, n. 24). Opening up the Word together in 
prayer, we invite God into our lives. In our listening 
and discernment, concern has been voiced about the 
state of preaching in the Church in Australia. 
Supporting and promoting excellent faithful preaching 
reflects the importance of the homily in the 
celebration of the Eucharist: “By means of the homily 
the mysteries of the faith and the guiding principles of 
the Christian life are expounded from the sacred text, 
during the course of the liturgical year” (Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, n. 52). 

 
11. The Plenary Council recognises the importance of the 

language used in the liturgy. Translations of prayers 
and Scripture passages for use in the liturgy need to 
be both faithful to the original text and sensitive to the 
call for language that communicates clearly and 
includes all in the assembly. 

 
12. The People of God in Australia have voiced a desire to 

be formed in the sacrament of reconciliation. Some 
have advocated for use of the third form of the Rite of 



Penance, and a wish for more formation in the first 
and second forms has also been voiced. 

 
13. In a society that sees the Catholic understanding of 

marriage as “outdated and irrelevant”, there is an 
urgent and clear need for a renewed catechesis on 
marriage. At the same time, there is a great pastoral 
need to care for all married couples, including those 
who struggle to accept the Church’s teachings about 
the sacrament of matrimony. This sacrament is at the 
heart of the Church‘s understanding of the sanctity of 
human life, from conception until natural death. The 
Plenary Council affirms the need for an ongoing 
catechumenate of life, as part of the catechumenate 
for marriage, supported by local diocesan Offices for 
Life and Family and the Bishops Commission for Life, 
Family and Public Engagement (Francis, Amoris 
Laetitia, Chapter 6; Francis, Address to the Roman 
Rota, 21 January 2017; John Paul II, Familiaris 
Consortio, 22 November 1981, n.66; “The Vocation 
and Mission of the Family in the Church and in the 
Contemporary World: The Final Report of the Synod 
of Bishops, 2015”, nn. 57-58). Such catechumenates 
support those who are most vulnerable in our society. 
At the same time, they affirm the unique 
contributions of mothers and fathers to a healthy 
society. In these ways the Council affirms the union 
between Christ and the Church, and a call for unity 
between men and women in a world marked both by 
sin and by Christ’s redemptive grace. 

 

14. THEREFORE, this Plenary Council affirms the 
fundamental importance of a sacramental and 
spiritually rich prayer life that is transformed and 
transforming: 

 

a. To promote people’s fully conscious and active 
participation in the Church’s liturgy as well as 
spiritual nourishment through other forms of 
prayer, the Plenary Council urges renewal in 
liturgical catechesis and formation. The Council 
encourages the provision of liturgical and other 
prayer resources that enhance the dignified and 
reverent celebration of the liturgy and other 
opportunities for formation at the national and 
diocesan levels. 

 

b. It commits the Catholic Church in Australia to 
breathing “with her two lungs,” (John Paul II, Ut 
Unum Sint, n. 54) - East and West - respecting, 
fostering, and promoting the rich heritage of each 
tradition. 

 

c. It requests the Bishops Commission for Liturgy to 
prepare a new English translation of the Roman 
Missal that is both faithful to the original text and 
sensitive to the call for language that 
communicates clearly and includes all in the 
assembly. 

DECREE 
 
The Fifth Plenary Council decrees: 
 
Article 1 
 

That dioceses promote exercise of and formation for the 
ministries of Lector, Acolyte and Catechist. 
 
Article 2 
 

That in the light of the change in circumstances over the 
past twenty years, the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference review the provisions and guidelines it issued 
in May 2003 for lay people to participate in a formal 
ministry of Preaching in the Latin Church, as provided for 
in canon 766 of the Code of Canon Law. 
 
Article 3 
 

That the Bishops’ Commission for Liturgy institute a 
sustained program of catechesis of the Sacrament of 
Penance to promote an understanding of the conditions 
for, and appropriate practice of, each of the three forms 
of the Rite of Penance. 
 
Article 4 
 

That the Plenary Council request that the Holy Father 
consider whether the Third Form of the Rite of Penance 
might have wider use on occasions when it is particularly 
appropriate, granted an understanding among the 
Faithful of its distinctive nature and requirements. 
 
The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret 
the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in 
accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern 
Churches and the traditions of each church sui iuris. 
 
In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, 
this decree is not to be promulgated until it has been 
reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in 
Australasian Catholic Record and the website of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance 
with its usual practice. The decrees will oblige six months 
after promulgation.  



Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the 

servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 

me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

 
First Reading Is 66:18-21 

The Lord says this: I am coming to gather the nations 

of every language. They shall come to witness my 

glory. I will give them a sign and send some of their 

survivors to the nations: to Tarshish, Put, Lud, 

Moshech, Rosh, Tubal, and Javan, to the distant 

islands that have never heard of me or seen my 

glory. They will proclaim my glory to the nations. As 

an offering to the Lord they will bring all your 

brothers, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, 

on dromedaries, from all the nations to my holy 

mountain in Jerusalem, says the Lord, like Israelites 

bringing oblations in clean vessels to the Temple of 

the Lord. And of some of them I will make priests 

and Levites, says the Lord.   

 
Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.  

1. O praise the Lord, all you nations, acclaim him 

all you peoples!      (R.) 

2. Strong is his love for us; he is faithful for ever.     

(R.) 

 

Second Reading Heb 12:5-7, 11-13 

Have you forgotten that encouraging text in which 

you are addressed as sons? My son, when the Lord 

corrects you, do not treat it lightly; but do not get 

discouraged when he reprimands you. For the Lord 

trains the ones that he loves and he punishes all 

those that he acknowledges as his sons. Suffering is 

part of your training; God is treating you as his sons. 

Has there ever been any son whose father did not 

train him? Of course, any punishment is most painful 

at the time, and far from pleasant; but later, in those 

on whom it has been used, it bears fruit in peace and 

goodness. So hold up your limp arms and steady 

your trembling knees and smooth out the path you 

tread; then the injured limb will not be wrenched, it 

will grow strong again. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 

no one comes to the Father, except through me. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Lk 13:22-30 

Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, 
making his way to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, 
‘Sir, will there be only a few saved?’ He said to them, 
‘Try your best to enter by the narrow door, because, 
I tell you, many will try to enter and will not succeed. 
‘Once the master of the house has got up and locked 
the door, you may find yourself knocking on the 
door, saying, “Lord, open to us” but he will answer, “I 
do not know where you come from.” Then you will 
find yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in your 
company; you taught in our streets” but he will reply, 
“I do not know where you come from. Away from 
me, all you wicked men!” 
‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, 
when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves 
turned outside. And men from east and west, from 
north and south, will come to take their places at the 
feast in the kingdom of God. 
‘Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and 
those now first who will be last.’  
 
Communion Antiphon 
The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O 
Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth and wine 
to cheer the heart. 
 
 

Next Sunday: Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29; Heb 12:18-19, 22-24; Lk 14:1, 7-14 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
The theme linking the First Reading and the Gospel seems 
to hover between two aspects of salvation that might, at 
first sight, seem to stand in some tension.  
 
On the one hand, the First Reading (Isaiah 66:18-21) 
stems from one of the great universalist passages of 
Second Isaiah where the prophet foresees the outreach 
of salvation, beyond Israel, to the nations of the world. 
The nations that once took members of God’s people into 
captivity, will bring them back to Jerusalem in honour. 
Moreover – and this is truly striking – some members of 
the nations will become priests and Levites in the Temple. 
We Christians from the nations of the world, baptised in 
Christ, are all heirs of this striking promise. 
 
The universalist note is picked up in the concluding 
sentences of the Gospel (Luke 13:22-30), where Jesus 
observes that ‘people from east and west, from north and 
south, will come to take their places at the feast in the 
Kingdom of God.’ But now the inclusive vision 
underwrites the prophetic warning that is the chief point 
of the entire passage. Those who might consider 
themselves ‘insiders’ and so be complacent about their 
inclusion had better take note. Too late, they may wake 
up to find themselves excluded, while, to their anguish 
and chagrin, they see many included whom they would 
have considered outsiders. 
 
The warning is sparked off by a question about the 
number who will be saved. Jesus will not respond to 
speculations in these terms. It is the present, not the 
future, that will decide the issue. So he turns the question 
back into a warning not to miss the opportunity while it is 
still available.  
 
As always, the imagery he appeals to is taken from 
everyday life. When an entrance is narrow and many are 
trying to get through (think of people struggling to get 
into a department store when bargain sales are on), it 
pays to struggle and get to the front right away. Jesus is 
not necessarily commending such behaviour. He is simply 
pointing to common human experience and applying this 
everyday image to taking advantage of God’s generous 
offer of salvation. In the person and preaching of Jesus 
this offer is now available but it will not always be there. 
People cannot just ‘coast’ into salvation; an effort is 
required. 
 
The image then alters. It now seems to be that of 
travellers arriving late at a large household or inn. Though 
late, they hope for special consideration on the grounds 
of being known to the householder. But the lodging is full 
up with others (the people ‘from east and west, ...’) who 
have got in before them; all is barred and locked up for 

the night. No use, then, standing outside knocking, 
claiming all kinds of familiarity with the householder. 
With his lodging satisfactorily full, he doesn’t want to 
know them. Once again, the image plays powerfully upon 
the feelings of his audience: imagine how you’d feel in 
that situation – out on the street for the night in a strange 
city, the door slammed brutally in your face. How you’d 
envy those (‘from east and west, ...’) who’d got in before 
you. 
 
The hospitality of God is ample and generous. In the 
preaching of Jesus – continued down to our day in the 
preaching of the Church – we are all invited to the 
banquet. But the invitation will not be available forever. 
Human beings can exclude themselves from the banquet 
by not being prepared to accept the divine hospitality at 
the time, and in the company, of God’s choosing. 
 
Here, once again, we encounter the sense, so strong in 
Luke’s Gospel, that conversion of heart is not something 
people can afford to put off indefinitely. God’s ways are 
not our ways. Daily the Gospel challenges the narrowness 
of our thoughts and the limits of our generosity. To allow 
this to happen is, in effect, to go in by ‘the narrow gate’, 
the gate that strips us of the ‘baggage’ our selfishness 
makes us acquire. For those prepared to live in this way, 
the question of salvation barely arises. It can be safely left 
in the hands of the all-generous God whose only desire in 
our regard is to call us to the banquet of life. 
 
The Second Reading, from Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13, speaks 

of suffering in terms of an image fairly common in the 

Wisdom literature of the Bible: that of the ‘disciplinary’ 

punishment a father might give his son. Such a view of 

parent behaviour is unlikely to be appealing today. (It is a 

view that is challenged, incidentally, in the Book of Job.) 

In preaching from this reading it might be best to 

concentrate upon the image of the discipline required in 

athletic training, which also seems to be present.  

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Do your best to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I 
tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.”                         
Luke 13, 24-30 

 
In order to get an insight into today’s gospel-
reading, I suggest we can do two things: try to 
get into the mind of the person who asked 
Jesus: “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” 
and, secondly, try reading today’s gospel in the 
context of the first reading from Isaiah. 

 

“Lord, will only a few people be saved?” strikes me as a 
question that is born of the naivety of a gatherer of statistics or 
emanates from the presumption of someone who believes that 
he or she has already earned right of entry into heaven. The 
questioner did not have sufficient gall to ask: “Lord, will only a 
few of us be saved?” However, I dare to suggest that that was 
what he or she meant. It’s a question that was born of attitudes 
such as arrogance, privilege, entitlement and elitism, and 
suggests that the questioner had already decided that there 
was no shortage of people in the world who had disqualified 
themselves from entry through their lives of skulduggery and 
immorality. I even wonder if self-satisfied, ‘holier than thou’ 
individuals would be at ease mixing in heaven with those whom 
they had categorised as the dregs of society and who, 
inexplicably, had managed to scrape through the door.  Another 
way of approaching this gospel-reading is for each of us to ask 
ourselves: “Could I imagine myself saying to Jesus: “How many 
others, besides me, will be saved?” 
 

While Jesus would have been familiar with the Book of Isaiah, 
there is nothing in today’s gospel-reading to suggest that the 
question above reminded him of the extraordinary prophecy 
recorded in today’s first reading in which God promised to 
gather together people of all nations and religions, and even 
bestow priesthood on pagans. The people of Israel were 
adamant that only males of the tribe of Levi were eligible for 
priesthood. Isaiah made it clear that this was God’s initiative 
and that God excluded nobody; God’s welcome was for all. 
Nobody had a right to special treatment. So, Isaiah did not 
shrink from pointing to the openness of God who proclaimed: “I 
come to gather nations of every language; they shall come and 
see my glory…and they shall proclaim my glory among the 
nations…Some of these I will take as priests and Levites” (Isaiah 
66: 18-21).  Those who saw themselves as God’s chosen, with 
exclusive access to God, would have felt discomforted, at the 
very least. 
 

In coming to terms with the gospel-reading, we have to be 
patient with the rapid shift in metaphors. The reading starts 
with the image of a statistician searching for the numbers of 
how many will be saved. Jesus quickly changed the focus by 
stressing the kind of effort required by those desiring to be 
saved. Luke attributed to him a Greek word meaning that they 
would have to go to agonising efforts. (It’s the same word used 
to describe the agony Jesus endured in the Garden of 
Gethsemane as he reflected on the suffering ahead of him on 
his journey to his place of execution.) In so doing, Luke 
introduced the image of the narrow door, through which there 
were many trying to enter. Then, without warning the 
metaphor changes to the master who gets up from a chair or a 
bed and locks the narrow door and refuses to be moved by 

those who are locked out and pleading for admission. Not even 
reminders that he had joined them previously in eating and 
drinking were sufficient to make him relent. The reading 
concludes with the biblical aphorism familiar to all of us: “Some 
who are last will be first and some who are first will be 
last” (Luke 13: 30). 
 

We have to tread warily when it comes to making sense of 
Jesus’ metaphorical reference to “the narrow door”. To begin 
with, his recommendation: “Try to come in through the narrow 
door” is no answer to the question that was addressed to him. 
Rather it was a deliberate ploy on his part not to be drawn into 
some kind of numbers game. He ignored the question by 
switching to another topic. But what he said can lead to the 
misunderstanding that one earns entry into God’s kingdom by 
one’s own efforts, thereby forgetting that all we are and have, 
including our successes and achievements are gifts from God.  
 

With that clarification, we can now turn our focus to the 
meaning of gaining entry to God’s kingdom via the narrow 
door. I suggest that the starting point is one of the “I am…” 
statements of Jesus in John’s Gospel. Scholars debate as to 
whether there are seven or eight of these statements. We 
could probably repeat them all if we stopped to recall them. -  
“I am the bread of life, I am the good shepherd, I am the light of 
the world…. -  and they are all metaphors. The one that 
concerns us here is “I am the door”. The context in which John 
attributed this statement to Jesus was the insensitive and 
unjust act of excommunication visited by Jewish leaders on a 
blind beggar who insisted that Jesus had restored his sight by 
directing him to bathe in the pool of Siloam. The beggar was 
adamant that Jesus was a prophet sent by God. For his trouble, 
he was accused of not being born blind and thrown out of the 
temple for allegedly telling lies.  
 

In the time of Jesus, many householders kept a few sheep, 
which were sheltered at night in pens adjoined to their 
dwellings or in the living-space itself. Returning to the sheep 
fold at the end of the day was to come to the comfort of home. 
The man who had just been evicted from the temple would 
surely have been comforted on hearing Jesus proclaim that he 
himself was the door into the comfort of home with God. His 
message of welcome stands in stark contrast with the 
proclamation of banishment given to the beggar by the temple 
authorities.  
 

In today’s gospel-reading, we hear Jesus’ exhortation to his 
audience: “Try to come in through the narrow door.” (Luke 13, 
24).  That is the metaphor used later by John when he 
attributed to Jesus the unqualified assertion: “I am the door. 
Whoever enters through me will be safe.” (John 10: 9) Luke 
described the door as narrow (Lk. 13: 24) because his audience 
would have been familiar with the pedestrian gate in the city 
walls which allowed people to enter only one at a time. It also 
suggests that adherence to the teachings of Jesus, to living 
Jesus’ values of mercy, justice, compassion, selflessness and 
generosity required discipline and perseverance. To live in 
imitation of Jesus is the way into our real home in God. 
 

We can all probably recall times when we have taken a wrong 
door, a door that left us considerably less than satisfied. 
Today’s gospel-reading is a reminder to us to retrace our steps 
and to rediscover in Jesus an open door to opportunity, new life 
and the comfort of our true home with God.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



Baulkham Hills 
YOUTH MOVEMENT 

Youth Group! 
 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Kim on 

0407 773 174, or send an email through 

to youth@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

Our Week  
 

Monday 22 August  

Memorial - The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Wednesday 24 August 

Feast - St Bartholomew 

 

Saturday 27 Saturday 

Memorial - St Monica 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Joseph Hanna 
 Sophia Pleic 

 
who were baptized at St. Michael’s Church  

during the week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

 

Clearance Sale today 

front of church after 8am 

and 10 am masses. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY IS BACK! 
On Sunday, the 28th of August, Children’s 

Liturgy will return to the 10am Mass. 

Primary school age children (ages 5-12) 

are warmly invited to join Mrs Day and 

Mrs van Gend in the Downey Room to 

experience a children’s version of the Liturgy of the Word.  

For approximately 15-20 minutes the children will listen to 

simplified readings and the Gospel, followed by some 

discussion, drawing and drama.  

The children are then safely escorted back to the church 

before the Liturgy of the Eucharist. We look forward to 

welcoming lots of children for our first session. 

Mrs Day and Mrs van Gend 

THE CAMPION COLLEGE BALL 
The Campion College Student Association invites 

you to attend a medieval masquerade ball 

 

Date:   10 September 2022,  

Time:    5.30pm Vigil Mass, 6.45pm Ball commences. 

Venue: 8-14 Austin Woodbury Place, Toongabbie NSW 2146 

Open to youth/young adults (ages 16-35) … All welcome! 

$80 per person. Purchase your tickets at campion.edu.au/

events. Please see poster on noticeboard for details. 

ST MICHAEL’S  – FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM 
 

Parents will be invited to register their children Communion in 

the week of the 19 August – 02 September using the 

GOOGLE FORM.  
 

Children must  be 8.5 before the celebration and have 

already received the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you have 

more than one child preparing for this Sacrament, please 

complete a separate registration form for each child. 

 

It is compulsory to attend one of the two registration evenings 

to be held: 7.30pm Monday 5th September OR Tuesday 6th 

September at St Michael’s Church. The Children’s Activity 

Workbooks will be available at the meeting. Please do not 

start the workbooks until the First Week which commences 

the week of September 12. 
 

Parental Guidance for the Sacrament will be via Parent 

Guidance Notes provided via email at the start of each week. 

Parents and children are asked to then work through the 

Children’s activity workbook for that session. Please do not 

do the hole book at once! 
 

Towards the end of the fourth week, there will be some ZOOM 

conferences for which you can register in order to ask some 

questions for seek clarification. 
 

First Communion will be celebrated at St Michael’s Church on 

Fri 28, Sat 29, Sun 30 October and Fri 04, Sat 05, Sun 06 

November.  

 

FIRST COMMUNION  -  St Michael’s 

Key dates: Registration week  

  online 19 August - 02 September  
 

Reconciliation 

 Week 1 12 September 

 Week 2 19 September 

 Week 3 10 October 

 Week 4 17 October 

   

Celebration of the Sacrament 

 Friday 28 October 7.30pm 

 Saturday 29 October 2.30pm 

 Sunday 30 October 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Friday 04 November 7.30pm 

 Saturday 05 November 2.30pm 

 Sunday 06 November 12noon and 2.30pm 

 

 

Registration Link:  https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7  
 

 

mailto:youth@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://campion.edu.au/events
http://campion.edu.au/events
https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7






 

even representing our Catholic 
Church in Rome, the time came for Monsignor John Boyle to retire. However, he can still be found most 
Sundays, celebrating Mass and chatting with parishioners, in Churches throughout Western Sydney 

 
 

I’m prepared to do anything our Father’s Church asks – I’m more than happy. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

This Father’s Day, we’re reminded of the infinite blessings we’ve been given through the caring, 

unconditional love of the father figures in our lives. This includes our family and parish priests, 

whose steadfast support and kind-hearted love has guided and shaped us into who we are today. 

 

 

With your kind support, our Clergy Health and Wellbeing team can make sure that when the time 

comes, our priests’ physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing will be nurtured, and they will receive 

the practical support needed to transition to a comfortable and dignified retirement. 

 

  





Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY (02) 9639 8369 

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

21 AUGUST 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

28 AUGUST 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves E. Riches, P. Sladen D 5 C 1 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr E SR 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago,  

A. Sullivan 
SR SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 
G 3 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco,  

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
H SR 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden K 4 A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer SR 8 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 21 AUGUST 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 28 AUGUST 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Shin, A. Mascari, L. Karam, 

L. Domanillo 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, 

B. Smith 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, 

R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 
N. Redden, R. Santos 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  21.08.22 WEEK BEGINNING  28.08.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 21.08.22  :   

Team 3  :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 28.08.22  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 27.08.22 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 03.09.22 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 27th/28th August 2022 -  Masses:            Sat  5pm:    S. Prasad  

Sun  8am:      M. O’Loan         10am:    Volunteer Required        6pm:     A. Saker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Sr Margaret Harrison rsm, Fr Theo Arrivoli, 
Lois Baird, Kwan Lee, Dr Gerrit Westerink, 
Elaine Keyte and victims of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in NSW and around the world and 
those who have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Monica Ryan, Frank Pimanda, Malcolm Keys 
 
Sick: 
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, 
Connor Maguire, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Bridgette Boldt, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Catherine Hemmings, Sean Angeles,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi, 
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons Deacon Andrew Rooney 

 Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

