Parish of Baulkham tills
St Michagl’s Community

Twentigth Sundag in Ordinary Time — 14th Hugust 2022
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PAR|SH UPDATE _ FR|DAY AUGUST 12 The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese -
1 bishop, 18 priests and 2 deacons. This year’s appeal will highlight
A COVlD SAFE PARlSH the faithful service of our retired clergy, and in particular, Mons John

Dear Parishioners,

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult
COVID and flu-like times.

A reminder that masks are available from the front of the Church,
should you wish to wear one.

MONDAY, AUGUST 15 - SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION: A HOLY
DAY OF OBLIGATION

On Monday we celebrate the Assumption of Mary, which, along with
Christmas Day, is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Mass times for the Assumption:

9.15am St Michael’s

9.30am Our Lady of Lourdes - OLOL School will also be
attending this mass

12noon St Michael’s - St Michael’s School will also be
attending this mass

7.30pm St Michael’s

7.30pm Our Lady of Lourdes

There will be no livestreaming of Mass on this day.

RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION AT OLOL
Registration for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First
Communion at Our Lady of Lourdes finishes on Sunday.

The Parents’ Information evening will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday
August 16t in the Open Learning area at OLOL School.

DEACON ANDREW CALLED TO ORDINATION AS PRIEST

Bishop Vincent will ordain Deacon Andrew to the priesthood at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta at 7.30pm on Friday, August 26t.
All are invited to attend this Mass. We congratulate him on this call.

The newly-ordained priest will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at
St Padre Pio Church, Howell Drive, Glenmore Park on Saturday,
27 August at 1pm.

PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP

At this stage, this group will meet on Thursday, 18 August 2022 at
7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Centre. Please pray for the group
and its work.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary
Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that is https://
youtu.be/XMoxU5SagcvM Please copy the link into browser if it does
not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of
Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are
also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this
every week.

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL - Weekend of 3-4 September
Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests is
traditionally held on Father’s Day, this year being the weekend of
Sunday 4 September. This annual appeal raises much needed
funds for our Diocese’s Clergy Support Foundation to continue its
work of supporting retired clergy and those in ill-health.

Boyle, Fr Chris Dixon and Fr Bob Sheridan.

With your enthusiastic support for our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal,
our Clergy Support Foundation can better care for our 21 retired
priests and those clergy who are unwell, giving them comfort,
professional health care, and guidance.

FR ZVONIMIR ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION

Fr Zvonimir will be celebrating 50 years of priestly ministry with a
Mass at Stanhope Gardens on Sunday 28 August at 10.30am. Full
details in the bulletin.

THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA IS HEADING TO WYD23 IN LISBON
Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the next World Youth
Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 21 - August 11, 2023. Young
people 16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn more at
www.parrawyd.org and register for the upcoming Launch Event
featuring Fr Rob Galea on August 18. For all enquiries contact
James Camden, Head Mission Engagement
james.camden®@parracatholic.org

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS - ACTS AND DECREES - Topic 4

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council
deliberations, we are presenting the various Acts and Decrees of the
Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided
the Introduction to the document.

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 4: Witnessing to the
Equal Dignity of Women and Men

FOR THE DECEASED
Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested,
especially for:

Recently deceased:
Fr Theo Arrivoli, Leonard Tan, Joyce Paggao-Larsen, John Westerink,
Rey Reyers, Jim Costello, Ampora Ballson

Anniversary:
Stanley & Beryl D’Souza, Catalina R. Alvarez, Paul Boguradzki,
Ted Jessing

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please include your
envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name  Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for support
of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL -
TOPIC4

WITNESSING TO THE EQUAL DIGNITY OF
WOMEN AND MEN

God’s word speaks clearly of the equal dignity of women and
men: “So God created humankind in his image . . . male and
female he created them” (Genesis 1:27). For Christians
specifically, “there is no longer male and female; for all of
you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). In the Church, all
people receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit that are mediated
through our baptism: “There is one faith, one baptism, one God
and father of all” (Ephesians 4: 4-6).

Scripture calls the Church to recognize the equal dignity of
women and men and to esteem their contributions. Throughout
history, the Church has looked to Mary the Mother of God as a
model for every human person and the model for Christian
discipleship. At the close of the Second Vatican Council, Pope
Saint Paul VI spoke of the “hour of woman,” (Paul VI, Address to
Women, 8 December 1965) recognizing the unique contribution
that women make in the life of society and the Church. This has
been true in the history of the Catholic Church in Australia.
Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Eileen 0O’Connor, Mary
Glowrey, and Caroline Chisholm are examples of faith-filled
women who have made outstanding contributions to society
and to Catholic life, often against significant odds.

In his Letter to Women, Pope Saint John Paul Il apologised for
harm caused to women, and he called us to ensure the personal
dignity and rights of women are protected and upheld as well as
recognising the unique gifts they contribute to building up a
healthy Church and society. In particular, he called us to work to
overcome the cultural assumptions of inequality:

Women's dignity has often been unacknowledged
and their prerogatives misrepresented; they have often
been relegated to the margins of society and even
reduced to servitude. This has prevented women
from truly being themselves and it has resulted in a
spiritual impoverishment of humanity. Certainly, it is
no easy task to assign the blame for this, considering
the many kinds of cultural conditioning which down the
centuries have shaped ways of thinking and acting. And
if objective blame, especially in particular historical
contexts, has belonged to not just a few members of the
Church, for this | am truly sorry. John Paul (John Paul Il
Letter to Women, 29 June 1995, n. 3)

From the beginning of the twentieth century, a growing
awareness of the equal dignity of women and men has reshaped
Australian social and political life. Nonetheless, disregard for the
equal dignity of women and men persists in society and the
Church. There is still much to be done.

The Plenary Council has heard from women of varied experiences
in the Church today. Sometimes women are joyful, happy, and
thriving in their service to Christ and the Church. Other times
women experience barriers and a lack of support in seeking to
offer their gifts in service of the Gospel, which has caused
frustration and disappointment. Authentic witness to the equal
dignity of women and men requires addressing issues of power,
authority, and the freedom of persons to decide and act on their
decisions with informed consciences. We need to deepen our
understanding of the human person, to appreciate more fully
the gifts that women and men together bring to the life of

the Church. This will require scriptural and theological
formation and catechesis at the parish, diocesan, eparchial, and
national levels. Here too, there is much work to be done.

6. In light of the above and aware of the extent of the ongoing
challenges, this Plenary Council commits the Church in Australia
to acting in ways that witness clearly to the equal dignity of
women and men, with their diverse gifts and experiences. It
commits the Church to enhancing the role of women in the
Church, and to overcoming assumptions, culture, practices
and language that lead to inequality.

DECREE

The Plenary Council decrees:

Article 1

That the Plenary Council commits the Church in Australia to ensuring:

a. through formal policies and intentional practice, the
experiences and perspectives of women, including women who
exercise ministry, are heard, considered and valued at local,
diocesan and national levels. This is particularly important for
matters which affect them distinctively;

b. that women are appropriately represented in decision-making
structures of Church governance at the parish, diocese or
eparchy, and national level, and in Church agencies, entities,
and organisations;

c. that dioceses and eparchies recognise and value publicly, and
properly remunerate, women who lead and serve in the Church
in various ways.

Article 2

That each Australian diocese and eparchy commits to supporting, with
appropriate formation and recognition, new opportunities for women
to participate in ministries that engage with the most important
aspects of diocesan and parish life.

Article 3

That the Plenary Council commits the Church in Australia to
implementing more fully the undertakings made by the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference in their Social Justice Statement,
Woman and Man: The Bishops Respond (2000), in response to the
research report Woman and Man: One in Christ Jesus (1999).

Article 4

That, should the universal law of the Church be modified to
authorize the diaconate for women, the Plenary Council
recommends that the Australian Bishops examine how best to
implement it in the context of the Church in Australia.

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret the
decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in accordance with
the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the traditions of
each church sui iuris.

In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this decree is
not to be promulgated until it has been reviewed by the Apostolic See. It
will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic Record and the website of
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance with its usual
practice. The decrees will oblige six months after promulgation.



Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the
face of your anointed one; one day within your
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

First Reading Jer 38:4-6, 8-10

The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let
Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestionably
disheartening the remaining soldiers in the city, and
all the people too, by talking like this. The fellow
does not have the welfare of this people at heart so
much as its ruin.” ‘He is in your hands as you know,’
King Zedekiah answered ‘for the king is powerless
against you.” So they took Jeremiah and threw him
into the well of Prince Malchiah in the Court of the
Guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no
water in the well, only mud, and into the mud
Jeremiah sank.

Ebed-melech came out from the palace and spoke to
the king. ‘My lord king,” he said, ‘these men have
done a wicked thing by treating the prophet
Jeremiah like this: they have thrown him into the
well where he will die.” At this the king gave Ebed-
melech the Cushite the following order: ‘Take three
men with you from here and pull the prophet
Jeremiah out of the well before he dies.’

Responsorial Psalm
(R)

1. | waited, | waited for the Lord and he stooped
down to me; he heard mycry. (R.)

2. He drew me from the deadly pit, from the miry
clay. He set my feet upon a rock and made my
footsteps firm. (R.)

3. He put a new song into my mouth, praise of our
God. Many shall see and fear and shall trust in the
Lord. (R.)

4. As for me, wretched and poor, the Lord thinks of
me. You are my rescuer, my help, O God, do not
delay! (R.)

Lord, come to my aid!

Second Reading Heb 12:1-4

With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every
side of us, we too, then, should throw off everything
that hinders us, especially the sin that clings so
easily, and keep running steadily in the race we have
started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in

our faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake of
the joy which was still in the future, he endured the
cross, disregarding the shamefulness of it, and from
now on has taken his place at the right of God’s
throne. Think of the way he stood such opposition
from sinners and then you will not give up for want
of courage. In the fight against sin, you have not yet
had to keep fighting to the point of death.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; | know
them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 12:49-53
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire
to the earth, and how | wish it were blazing already!
There is a baptism | must still receive, and how great
is my distress till it is over!

‘Do you suppose that | am here to bring peace on
earth? No, | tell you, but rather division. For from
now on a household of five will be divided: three
against two and two against three; the father divided
against the son, son against father, mother against
daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law
against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.’

Communion Antiphon
With the Lord there is mercy; in him is plentiful
redemption.

Next Sunday: Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 66:18-21; Ben 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Once again, a very challenging set of readings confronts
the preacher today. The episode told in the First
Reading, Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10, occurred when the
Babylonians were besieging Jerusalem around the year
588 BCE. The persecution of the prophet Jeremiah
stemmed from his opposition to the pro-Egypt policy of
powerful advisers of King Zedekiah. They sought to gain
complete independence for Judah by playing off one
leading power (Egypt) against another (Babylon). With
prophetic insight Jeremiah saw that this would lead to
the destruction of the kingdom at the hands of the
Babylonians (which in fact it did). He urged Zedekiah to
preserve the nation by coming to terms with the
Babylonian king and paying tribute. Adopting this
unpopular stance led to his being thrown into the well
and left to die there, as described in the reading.

The fate of Jeremiah provides a prophetic precedent and
context for Jesus’ words in the Gospel (Luke 12:49-53).
Ironically, however, while Jeremiah urged a ‘peace’
policy (with the Babylonians), Jesus — provocatively —
states that he has not come to bring peace. This, of
course, conflicts with the announcement of the heavenly
host to the shepherds on the night of his birth: ‘Glory to
God in the highest and, on earth, peace to those who
enjoy God’s favour’ (2:14). However, even in the same
Infancy story of the Gospel, the old man Simeon, in the
second part of his oracle, had already foretold that ‘this
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed, so that
thoughts out of many hearts would be revealed’ (2:34-
35).

This gives us the clue to resolve the apparent
contradiction. The ‘peace’ that Jesus brings is not a facile
thing. It only becomes effective in the context of true
conversion of heart. Jesus’ message does not leave the
depths of human beings untouched. Probing beneath a
superficial pleasantness and acceptance, it brings deep-
seated prejudice, narrowness, and selfishness to the
surface, where such negative qualities can be confronted
and healed. But many resist challenge and healing at this
level. They react negatively — violently even (the scene in
the synagogue at Nazareth, 4:16-30, is the perfect
illustration). So what should be a message of peace ends
up as a violent confrontation.

This pattern is the background to Jesus’ words in today’s
Gospel. The increasing hostility to his message that he
encounters will come to a climax as he approaches
Jerusalem, the city of destiny. This leads him to see
himself as a person who provokes prophetic hostility
rather than peace.

It seems best to understand the ‘fire’ that Jesus says he
has come to bring to the earth as the gift of the Holy
Spirit. John the Baptist had prophesied that, whereas he
himself baptised with water, the coming One would
baptise ‘with the Holy Spirit and fire’ (3:16). And indeed
at Pentecost the gathered disciples will receive the Spirit
in the visible form of ‘tongues as if of fire’ (Acts 2:3). But
the Spirit cannot be given until Jesus has faced and gone
through the destiny that awaits him in Jerusalem.

This painful destiny Jesus describes as a ‘baptism’ with
which he is stressed until it be ‘accomplished’. He is not
using the word ‘baptism’ with reference to the Christian
sacrament of Baptism. The Greek word baptizé refers to
being dipped in water. Jesus is speaking of ‘baptism’
according to a biblical usage where being immersed in
water out of control is a standard image for being
overwhelmed by troubles and hostility (e.g., Pss 42:7;
69:1-2; 88:7, 16-17). ‘Baptism’, then, refers to the
suffering and death that awaits him in Jerusalem.

What we have, then, is a glimpse of the anguish afflicting
Jesus at this point of his mission. On the one hand, his
passionate desire is to communicate to people a sense
of the divine love that drives his mission and which is the
essence of the experience of the Spirit. On the other
hand, this communication of the Spirit cannot take place
until he has personally confronted and overcome,
through death and resurrection, the hostility to divine
love lurking in the human heart. He is caught in a terrible
tension between the reality of God’s love and the reality
of the world to which, in his own person, that divine love
reaches out.

This tension affects also the hearts of those to whom his
summons is directed, reaching back into inter-family
relationships as well. Hence the startling message in the
concluding words of the Gospel. Families are the best
nurturing ground for human beings and indeed for
religious values. But families can often hold people in
prejudices and captivities resistant to the gospel and the
following of Jesus. ‘Peace’ is the fruit of conversion.

From LiturgyHelp



Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“l have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were
already ablaze...Do you think that | have come to establish
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.”

Luke 12: 49-53

The gospel-readings of the last

few Sundays and for a few more

to come make it clear that the

closer Jesus came to Jerusalem,

the more nervous he became

about the destiny he was
convinced awaited him. It had become increasingly clear to
him that his calls for a change of heart and his invitations to
people to involve themselves in working for justice, peace and
compassion were not only falling on deaf ears but were being
actively opposed by the religious leaders who had a set on
him. Jesus sensed that the kind of treatment meted out to the
prophet Jeremiah awaited him.

Today’s first reading recounts the opposition served up to
Jeremiah, and explains that it was retribution for trying to
upset the status quo: “This man must be put to death,” the
princes said to the king; “he demoralises the soldiers who are
left in this city, and all the people, by speaking such things to
them; he is not interested in the welfare of our people, but in
their ruin.” (Jeremiah 38: 4) The second reading from
Hebrews reminds us of how Jesus was treated: “Think of what
Jesus went through; how he put up with so much hatred from
sinners.” (Hebrews 12: 4)

The gospel-reading from Luke proceeds to give us an insight
into the anguish that Jesus experienced as he tried to deal
with the fate he was convinced awaited him. That gives us
opportunity to reflect on how we cope with opposition when
it comes our way. We know that opposition in one shape or
another has already crossed our path. What’s more, if we
dare to look at how we dealt with it, we will probably
congratulate, and even justify, ourselves for giving back more
than we received.

But first, let’s not forget that, very early in his Gospel, Luke
had predicted that opposition would play a particular role in
Jesus’ life. When Mary and Joseph presented him in the
Temple, the prophet Simeon, on blessing them, said: “This
child is destined to be the downfall and the rise of many in
Israel, a sign that will be opposed...” (Luke 2: 24) This is
confirmed by all the Gospel writers who were unanimous in
pointing out that Jesus was dogged by opposition from the
religious leaders for the entirety of his public ministry. Yet, it
is equally clear that Jesus had made up his mind to be true to
himself, to preserve his personal integrity no matter how
intense the opposition served up to him. Even though he was
persecuted, he did not take it out on others. He seemed to
have a capacity to absorb the opposition without responding
with harping criticism against those who were the source of
the opposition. It is true that he did confront those who
opposed him and called them names to their face but there
was nothing sneaky about his retorts. And in the end, he
alone was the target of his enemies, he alone was the one
who was executed.

That gives us cause to look at ourselves and how we deal with
opposition, for any one of us who chooses to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus will inevitably meet criticism, ridicule and
opposition when we elect to live with integrity and resist
compromise. Do we not catch ourselves wanting to be
vindictive, to get even with those who oppose us? We even
develop hit and run tactics in our efforts to settle the score,
and sometimes hope that our long-running wars will not
come to a hasty end and deprive us from getting our own
back.

The opposition that Jesus offered was born of love and care
for the people he confronted. The message he proclaimed
was a call to all who heard him to a change of mind and heart.
That meant letting go of things like adherence to the letter of
the law rather than to its spirit. Legalism breeds comfort and
certainty, and blocks the way to compassion, sensitivity and
tolerance. "

Despite our coming to some understanding of how Jesus dealt
with opposition, there is still some confusion or ambiguity
about his assertion at the beginning of today’s gospel-
reading: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how | wish
it were already ablaze! | have a baptism to receive. What
anguish | feel till it is over!” (Luke 12: 49-50) Jesus is hardly
talking about the fire of destruction that James and John
wanted to call down on the inhospitable Samarians (Luke 9:
52-56). But it may have something to do with letting loose the
Spirit of God in a world that needed to be turned upside
down. Surely Jesus was using “fire” metaphorically as an
agent of purification. Moreover, when Jesus was baptised in
the Jordan, John the Baptist asserted that Jesus would one
day “baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” (Luke 3: 16) |
suggest that the urgency in Jesus as he proclaimed that he
had come “to bring fire to the earth” arose from the fact that
he had discovered a world that was scarred and broken, a
world built on systems that had kept people oppressed by
poverty and injustice. He had come not to disturb a world of
peace and contentment but one that had settled into systems
that abused and exploited people. In the long run, it is
context that makes it clear that his intent was to fire up the
inhabitants of the world, especially their leaders, to claim
their responsibility and dignity as sisters and brothers to one
another, and set their minds and hearts on justice, equality,
compassion and all the other values that would identify them
as truly human.

In this context, it is worth recalling the personal
transformation that took place in Moses when he was
confronted by the fire of God in the burning bush. He was
drawn into conflict with the Pharaoh not for the sake of a
fight with the ruler of Egypt but because he was fired with the
urgency to bring liberation and self-determination to a people
oppressed by servitude. Jesus’ integrity demanded that he
shake and disturb a world of abuse and oppression that was
keeping people locked in by a religious system that was
moribund and self-serving. He was calling humanity to open
their minds and hearts to the fire of God’s Spirit. There’s a
wake-up call to us, too!

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Baulkham Hills
YOUTH MOVEMENT

Youth Group!

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Kim on
0407 773 174, or send an email through
to youth@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

Clearance Sale Sunday
21st August after

8am and 10 am masses.

Monday 15 August

Solemnity of the
Assumption of Our Lady

A Holy Day of Obligation

Mass Times:

St Michael's:
9.15 am,
12 noon (incl. school)

7.30pm

Our Lady of Lourdes:
9.30am (incl. school),
7.30pm

Congratulations to

+ Louisa Lines
+ Ryan Ottley
+ Koa Shiels

who were baptized at St. Michael’s Church
during the week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Monday 15 August
Solemnity - The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday 20 August
Memorial - St Bernard

UPCOMING WEBINAR TO UNPACK THE PLENARY

DECREE ON DEACONS AND WOMEN

A webinar will be held to explore the

permanent diaconate and women’s

diaconal ministry, following the Plenary Council’s decree,
“That, should the universal law of the Church be modified to
authorize the diaconate for women, the Plenary Council
recommends that the Australian Bishops examine how best
to implement it in the context of the Church in Australia.”
Register for the Webinar for free at: https://
liturgyonthemargins.org/events/

GET #ACTIVEAVOCATIONS AND SPUR OUR
CITY2SURF TEAM AND HOLY SPIRIT
SEMINARIANS

Becoming a priest requires an incredible
leap of faith. We have a team of Holy Spirit seminarians,
deacons, priests, and community members taking their own
leap of faith in the 14km City2Surf this weekend, getting
#Active4Vocations.

Show your support and spur them on with a
donation. Your generosity will go the distance in
helping our seminarians to become priests. Scan
this QR code to donate to our #Active4Vocations [=]
team members or visit tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations.
Thank you.

STAY FOR A CUPPA!

Morning tea is on this Sunday 14 August
following 10am mass.

The Alpha team will be providing tea, coffee, and cake. We'd
love you to stay and have a chat, while the kids play on the
grass outside (supervision provided -

Kids are welcome to bring their own

balls/games). Morning tea will be

served at the side entrance of the

church.

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.
ALL ARE WELCOME
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Our priests devote their lives in service to God and our faith community. Will you care
for them in their retirement, as they have cared for us?

This Father’s Day, we're reminded of the infinite blessings we’ve been given through the caring,
unconditional love of the father figures in our lives. This includes our family and parish priests,
whose steadfast support and kind-hearted love has guided and shaped us into who we are today.

Just as it is the communal responsibility of family members to compassionately care for their
parents and forefathers; as Christians, it is also the shared concern of our Diocese and faith
family to support the wellbeing of our retired clergy, who have selflessly dedicated their lives in
service to our Father’s Church and His people.

With your kind support, our Clergy Health and Wellbeing team can make sure that when the time
comes, our priests’ physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing will be nurtured, and they will receive
the practical support needed to transition to a comfortable and dignified retirement.

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv Bishop of Parramatta

“If I can still be of service, that’s my vocation.”

After decades serving partishes throughout our Diocese of Parramatta and even representing our Catholic
Church in Rome, the time came for Monsignor John Boyle to retire. However, he can still be found most
Sundays, celebrating Mass and chatting with parishioners, in Churches throughout Western Sydney and
the Blue Mountains.

“I still feel very committed and connected to ministering in our Diocese,
and I’m prepared to do anything our Father’s Church asks — I’m more than happy.

“Meanwhile, it brings out a huge sense of gratitude in me that I’m able to live out my
retirement in a comfortable place, and to have caring people who come to make sure

we’re safe and well.”

— Monsignor John Boyle, retired parish priest.



On Monday 15 August join the 10th Annual Assumption Walk from Kellyville to
Parramatta Cathedral with a pit-stop at St. Michael's along the way. The Walk begins
with Mass at the Shrine of the Holy Innocents in Kellyville at 11.30am. The 14km walk will
begin at the Shrine of the Holy Innocents at 1pm sharp ending at Parramatta Cathedral. There
will be two stops along the way for refreshments: 2.30pm at St. Michael’s, Baulkham Hills; and
4.30pm at St. Monica’s, North Parramatta. Arrive at the Cathedral for prayer and readings at
approximately 6pm. Banners and statues welcome. You may join the Walk at any point or time.
Please register your interest with the Kellyville parish office (9629-2595) for catering purposes.



THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA IS HEADING TO WYD23 IN LISBON

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the next World Youth
Day in Lisbon, Portugal (July 21 - August 11, 2023).

Young people 16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn more
at www.parrawyd.org and register for the upcoming Launch Event
featuring Fr Rob Galea on August 18.

For all enquiries contact James Camden, Head Mission Engagement -
james.camden@parracatholic.org



http://www.parrawyd.org
mailto:james.camden@parracatholic.org

KNOWING JESUS DAILY DEVOTIONAL VIDEOS starting Monday 15 August

Join us as we seek to dive deep into the life of Jesus to expand our understanding of who
He is and help us live and become more like Him.

This FREE Daily Devotional series Knowing Jesus, is presented by Bruce Downes who is
also known as The Catholic Guy. People have registered to receive our prayerful,
inspirational resources in every state of the USA and in over 180 countries around the
world by both Church attenders and those who are searching.

What people have said about the Daily Devotional Videos:

At the age of sixty odd, | WISH there was someone who had explained all of this to us the
way you are Bruce. Perhaps as younger people we would have had a much deeper walk with
God and not just going through the motions year after year. Thank you for following what
God has sent you to do. God bless you dll. - Lynne

| thank the Lord for you! You kept me from suicide and put my feet back on the narrow path.
Every day, you give us a small do-able bite, or invitation to grow. These bites turn out to be

foundational and so strengthening! Keep up the good work. Keep praying for America! - Vicki

Bruce, I have listened to Bishops, Billy Graham, and many other theologians over decades.
Today’s message was as important as any | have been privileged to hear. - Barry

Receive these short, practical, and inspiring Daily Devotional videos into your inbox to
help you explore and understand who Jesus really is!

Sign up today: BruceDownes.org/KnowingJesus/ or go to our website BruceDownes.org


http://brucedownes.org/KnowingJesus/
http://brucedownes.org/

PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS
AN ONLINE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM PLAN 2022

OUR LADY OF LOURDES - RECONCILIATION PROGRAM AND
FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM

Parents will be invited to register their children for
Reconciliation and Communion in the week of 31 July -
14 August using the GOOGLE FORM.

Parents’ information evening at Our Lady of Lourdes will be
held on Tuesday 16 August at 7.30pm in the church.

The Workbooks will be available from the Parish Office or
through the schools, date to be advised, and you will have
four weeks to complete the workbook with your children.
Please do not do the whole book at once!

Each of these four weeks will have a PDF PARENT GUIDANCE
NOTES each week for you as parents to use with your
children, as you go through each session.

Towards the end of the fourth week, there will be some ZOOM
conferences for which you can register in order to ask some
questions for seek clarification.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 08 and
09 September. This is dependent on COVID restrictions and
the number of candidates for the sacrament.

RECONCILIATION - OLOL
Key dates: Registration week
online 31 July - 14 August

Reconciliation

Week 1 22 August
Week 2 29 August
Week 3 05 September
Week 4 12 September

Celebration of the Sacrament
afternoon 20 and 21 September

FIRST COMMUNION - OLOL
Key dates: Registration week
online 31 July - 14 August

Communion
Week 1 10 October
Week 2 17 October
Week 3 24 October
Week 4 31 October

Celebration for First Communion Weekends of 12/13 and
19/20 November

Registration link: https://forms.gle/kz6SqPQ3eb9kR2Bb8

ST MICHAEL'S -
FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM

Parents will be invited to register their children Communion in
the week of the 21 August - 4 September using the GOOGLE
FORM.

Parents’ information evening will be held on Monday 5 and
Tuesday 6 September at St Michael’s at 7.30pm in the
church.

Children must have already received the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, or else they will need to register with Our lady
of Lourdes Community.

The Workbooks will be available from the Parish Office or
through the schools, date to be advised, and you will have
four weeks to complete the workbook with your children.
Please do not do the whole book at once!

Each of these four weeks will have a PDF PARENT GUIDANCE
NOTES each week for you as parents to use with your
children, as you go through each session.

Towards the end of the fourth week, there will be some ZOOM
conferences for which you can register in order to ask some
questions for seek clarification.

First Communion will be celebrated at St Michael’s Church on
the weekends of 16 and 17 October. This is dependent on
COVID restrictions and the number of candidates for the
sacrament.

FIRST COMMUNION - St Michael's
Key dates: Registration week
online 21 August - 4 September

Reconciliation

Week 1 12 September
Week 2 19 September
Week 3 10 October
Week 4 17 October

Celebration of the Sacrament

Friday 28 October 7.30pm

Saturday 29 October 2.30pm

Sunday 30 October 12noon and 2.30pm
Friday 04 November 7.30pm

Saturday 05 November 2.30pm

Sunday 06 November 12noon and 2.30pm

Or

+ 4 o o o

Any of the Parish Masses on weekend of Sunday 30 October
and Sunday 06 November



https://forms.gle/kz6SqPQ3eb9kR2Bb8

Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Deacon Andrew Rooney
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons

Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

. ¢ Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK ser | usH LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | ush
14 AUGUST 2022 VER | ERS 21 AUGUST 2022 VER | ERS
Saturday G. Dequena, P. Eustace, .
5.30 pm F. Ritky B | 13| E. Riches, P. Sladen C 1
2‘&?2’,’“ M. Cameron, C. Worthington SR | SR | A. Mendes, N. D'Lima, J. Kerr E | SR
In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunday |\ Gend, M. Reefman | | 15 | Burton, A Mantaring, G| 3 whom prayers have been asked
10.00 am S. Mantaring
Sunday Recently Deceased:
6.00 pm | Youth: Youth, Youth SR | 16 | N. Redden K | 4 ] lJim Costello, Fr Theo Arrivoli, Rey Reyers,
Ampora Bollson, Joyce Paggao-Larsen,
Times 14 AUGUST 2022 21 AUGUST 2022 . -
the Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and
Saturday | G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, G. Shin, A. Mascari, L. Karam, around the world and those who have died
5.30pm | E.Riches L. Domanillo in the Ukraine
Sunday G. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, Anni .
8.00 am S. Espiritu, C. Harding B. Smith nniversary:
Stanley & Beryl D’Souza, Catalina Alvarez,
Sunday J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis Paul Boguradzki, Ted Jessing
10.00 am
Sunday P. Finnerty, E. Lee, Youth, Youth J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, S'Ck:. . .
6.00 pm ) H ’ L. Dela Cruz Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price,
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 14.08.22 WEEK BEGINNING 21.08.22 Connor Maguire, Sa|ma Lattouf' Jane Gibson,
Ino Parisotto, Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs,
Counters 14.08.22 : Counters 21.08.22 : . : .
COUNTERS |+ " K. MoEIduff Team 3 - R. MeGuiness Brldget.te Boldt, J_acmta Hollins, Joe Maroun,
Catherine Hemmings, Sean Angeles,
FLOWER Saturday 20.08.22 : Saturday 27.08.22 : Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,
MINISTRY M. Mifsud, L. Laksana L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,
PROJECTOR Weekend 20th/21st August 2022 - Masses: _ Sat 5pm: S.Yao Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
Sun 8am: R. Baker 10am: M. Almeida 6pm: Y&T Menezes
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http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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