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Dear Friends,

The Feast of Christ the King was introduced in 1925 by Pope Pius XI when the Catholic
Church was challenged by secular ideologies.

The proclamation of the imminent "reign of God" is at the heart of Jesus' preaching and
marks the beginning of his public appearance. By driving out demons with God's finger,
by healing the sick, by forgiving sins with his own authority, and by inviting sinners to his
table, Jesus establishes the reign of God in the midst of a threatening and threatened
world.

Today's Sunday Gospel reversed the trial that the Jerusalem religious elite and the
Roman Governor Pontius Pilate conducted against Jesus and made Jesus their actual
accuser. In this way, Jesus confronts the entire religious and secular world of that time.
The purpose of Jesus' coming into the world is described here as "bearing witness to the
truth." According to John 8:40, Jesus heard the "truth" he speaks from God. The one who
comes "not from here" bears witness from "there." With his question "What is truth?"
Pilate demonstrates that he is not one of those who are of the truth. Since the evangelist
emphasizes elsewhere that the devil neither stands in the truth nor is there truth in him
(John 8:44), Pilate's question is by no means an expression of sceptical distance or
political calculation, but an indirect indication that behind the representative of Roman
power, ultimately, the "ruler of the world" becomes visible, who has no partin the truth
to which Jesus bears witness. In contrast to the Roman governor, the followers of Jesus
know the answer: “What is truth?” because Jesus himself revealed to them shortly
before his arrest “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6).

The Feast of Christ the King calls us once again, like the disciples of that time, to reaffirm
our faith in Jesus Christ. There is only one Truth, accessible to all since salvation is offered
to all.

Like Pontius Pilate, some deny the possibility of knowing the truth (cf. John 18:38), or
even argue against the existence of a universal Truth.

There are, however, others who misinterpret this search for truth. They are led to
irrationality and fanaticism and lock themselves in "their truth" with the intention of
imposing it on others. They are like the blinded legalists who, when they see Jesus beaten
and bleeding, shout in anger, "Crucify him!" (cf. John 19:6).

However, anyone who acts unreasonably cannot become a disciple of Jesus. Faith and
reason are both necessary and complementary in the search for Truth. God created us
with a natural calling to the Truth and endowed us with reason for this. It is certainly not
unreasonableness but the pursuit of Truth that the Christian faith promotes. Each person
must explore the Truth and, when he encounters it, choose it, even if this involves
sacrifice.

The encounter with the One who is the person of Truth inspires us to share this treasure
with others, especially through our testimony. In Him we find the Truth about God and
about ourselves. He helps us to conquer our selfishness, to limit our demands and to
overcome what weighs us down. Anyone who does evil, whoever sins, is a slave to sin
and will never be free (cf. Jn 8:34). Only when we renounce hatred, and our hardened
and blind hearts will we be free and a new life will blossom within us.

Congratulations to all children who have received their First Holy Communion. You are
now called to be true witnesses of the Truth.

| am indebted to Betty, Monica, David and Louise for their assistance in preparing our
children for their First Holy Communion.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Fr Joe
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JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
Entrance Antiphon:

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain,

to receive power and divinity,

and wisdom and strength and honour.

To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.

First Reading Daniel 7: 13-14

A reading from the prophet Daniel
His sovereignty is eternal.

| gazed into the visions of the night.

And | saw, coming on the clouds of heaven,
one like a son of man.

He came to the one of great age

and was led into his presence.

On him was conferred sovereignty,

glory and kingship,

and men of all peoples, nations and languages
became his servants.

His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty
which shall never pass away,

nor will his empire be destroyed.

Responsorial Psalm

Response: The Lord is king;

he is robed in majesty.

1. The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed,;
the Lord has robed himself with might,
he has girded himself with power.

The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.

2. The world you made firm, not to be moved;
your throne has stood firm from of old.
From all eternity, O Lord, you are.

The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.

3. Truly your decrees are to be trusted.
Holiness is fitting to your house,
O Lord, until the end of time.

The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.

Second Reading Revelation 1:5-8

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

The ruler of the kings of the earth ... made us a line
of kings, priests to serve his God.

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the First-born
from the dead, the Ruler of the kings of the earth.
He loves us and has washed away our sins with his
blood, and made us a line of kings, priests to serve
his God and Father; to him, then, be glory and power
for ever and ever. Amen. It is he who is coming on
the clouds; everyone will see him, even those who

pierced him, and all the races of the earth will mourn
over him. This is the truth. Amen. ‘1 am the Alpha and
the Omega’ says the Lord God, who is, who was, and
who is to come, the Almighty.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our
Father;

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 18: 33-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
You say that | am a king.

‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked. Jesus
replied, ‘Do you ask this of your own accord, or have
others spoken to you about me?’ Pilate answered,
‘Am | a Jew? It is your own people and the chief
priests who have handed you over to me: what have
you done?’ Jesus replied, ‘Mine is not a kingdom of
this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my
men would have fought to prevent my being
surrendered to the Jews. But my kingdom is not of
this kind.” ‘So you are a king then?’ said Pilate. ‘It is
you who say it’ answered Jesus. ‘Yes, | am a king. |
was born for this, | came into the world for this: to
bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side
of truth listen to my voice.’

Communion Antiphon

The Lord sits as King for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

CONGRATULATION TO OUR 1ST COMMUNICANTS!

Congratulations to the children of
our Parish communities who join
us the Table of the Lord at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church to
celebrate their 15t Holy Communion this weekend.

AT

Please keep the children and their families in your
prayers as they continue on their Faith Journey -
witnessing to the Truth in their lives.



Solemnity of Christ the King

JULIAN MCDONALD crc AO

“For this | was born, and for this | came into the world: to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice.” John 18: 33-37

Pilate had no sooner launched into interrogating Jesus about rumours of his being
a king than he found himself well out of his depth. To hear Jesus stating that his
mission in life was “to testify to the truth” would have been beyond Pilate’s
limited comprehension. In our own day and age, | could not entertain that any one
of us could imagine hearing Benjamin Netanyahu, Donald Trump, Ali Khamenei
and Vladimir Putin stating that their role in life was to proclaim, live and promote
truth, justice and equity. Pilate behaved as a leader who was afraid of the crowd
in front of him. He had realised that failure to satisfy the crowd could cost him his
job. In his mind, kingship and authority were synonymous with power, position
and status. Jesus had discerned that his vocation as Messiah was to usher in the
kingdom of God, which would be built on servant leadership. Yes, Jesus was
committed to a kingdom but it is a kingdom in which all its members are equal in
rank and dignity and enjoy the freedom of the children of God. It is a kingdom in
which we all have the privilege of reflecting to one another the freedom and love
of God in which we all share as citizens because of our baptism into Christ.

Pilate belonged to a social structure that defined people by the power they held to control others. It was power which
defined the importance of people and allocated status. The extraordinary personal characteristic which Jesus revealed
about himself in his brief engagement with Pilate was that he had no doubt about who he was and where he was going.
He knew that all he was and had were God-given and he knew that his mission in life was to proclaim and model living in
the kingdom of God. That gave him the ultimate in freedom. He had no need to compete for position, power or recognition.

And that, surely, is the message on which each of us is meant to focus as we ponder today’s gospel-reading. Once we
are convinced that all we are and have are gifts from a God of boundless munificence and love and that our mission as
disciples of Jesus is to engage in building the kingdom of God through servant-leadership, reaching out to the most needy
of our brothers and sisters, we will come to experience what it feels like to be truly free.

Pope Francis said as much in his Apostolic Exhortation entitled: Evangelii Gaudium (November 2013), when he wrote:
“The Church which ‘goes forth’ is a community of missionary disciples who take the first step, who are involved and
supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice. An evangelizing community knows that the Lord has taken the initiative. God has
loved us first.” (Paragraph 24)

In his exchange with Pilate, Jesus acknowledged that the kingdom of God to which he belonged would be
incomprehensible to the Roman Governor. He effectively repeated the message he had repeatedly tried to convey to his
close followers who had hopes that he would rescue the people of Israel from the foreigh powers who were occupying
their land and getting rich by taxing them. It was only in retrospect that his close followers came to appreciate that Jesus’
glory and kingship were in the supreme sacrifice he made in dying on the Cross out of love for humanity.

In responding to Pilate, Jesus pointed out that, if he resonated with the only kind of power and kingship that Pilate
understood, his followers would rise up and engage in battle to free their people from the occupying Romans. In stark
contrast, it was in his dying on the Cross that Jesus revealed the depth of God’s love for humanity. It was that love that
vindicated him and raised him to new life on the morning of his resurrection. It is paradoxical that, in celebrating the
kingship of Jesus Christ, we are celebrating the powerlessness and utter poverty that he displayed on the Cross, qualities
that were totally foreign to the kings and rulers of Pilate’s day and are today to those who compete for power, status and
notoriety in our contemporary world currently being devastated by violent conflict and war. Coming to terms with that is
the confronting challenge of today’s gospel-reading.



A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS - SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

Jesus'Kingdom

27 December 2020 (Excerpt)

g;; Q »% : The Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe, which we celebrate

: ~ today, is set at the conclusion of the liturgical year and recalls that

/ the life of creation does not advance at random, but proceeds
toward a final destination: the definitive manifestation of Christ,
Lord of history and of all creation. The conclusion of history will be
his eternal kingdom. Today’s Gospel passage (cf. Jn 18:33-37)
speaks to us about this kingdom, the kingdom of Christ, the kingdom

of Jesus, recounting the humiliating situation that Jesus is in after being arrested in Gethsemane:

bound, insulted, accused and led before the authorities of Jerusalem. And then, he is presented to the
Roman prosecutor, as one who seeks to undermine political power, to become the king of the Jews.
So Pilate conducts his inquest and, in a dramatic interrogation, twice asks Jesus if He is a king (cf. vv.
33, 37).

And Jesus initially responds that his kingship “is not of this world” (v. 36). Then he states: “You say that

lam a king” (v. 37). It is evident from his entire life that Jesus does not have political ambitions. Let us

recall that after the multiplication of the loaves, the people, excited by the miracle, would have sought

to proclaim him king, to overturn the Roman power and reestablish the kingdom of Israel. But for Jesus

the kingdom is something else, and itis certainly not achieved by revolt, violence and the force of arms.
This is why he withdrew alone to pray on the mount (cf. Jn 6:5-15). Now, in responding, He makes Pilate

take note that His disciples did not fight to defend Him. He says: “if my kingship were of this world, my
servants would fight, that | might not be handed over to the Jews” (Jn 18:36).

Jesus wants to make it understood that above and beyond political power there is another even greater
one, which is not obtained by human means. He has come to earth to exercise this power, which is
love, by bearing witness to the truth (cf. v. 37), the divine truth which ultimately is the essential
message of the Gospel: “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8); and he wishes to establish in the world his kingdom of
love, justice and peace. And this is the kingdom of which Jesus is king, and which extends until the end
of times. History teaches us that kingdoms founded on the force of arms and on the abuse of power
are fragile and sooner or later collapse. But the Kingdom of God is founded on his love and is rooted in
hearts — the Kingdom of God is rooted in hearts —, conferring peace, freedom and fullness of life upon
those who embrace it. We all want peace; we all want freedom and we want fulfilment. And how do
you do this? Allow the love of God, the Kingdom of God, the love of Jesus, to take root in your heart and
you will have peace, you will have freedom and you will have fulfilment.

Today Jesus asks us to allow him to become our king. A king who, with his word, his example and his
life immolated on the cross saved us from death, and — this king — indicates the path to those who
are lost, gives new light to our existence marred by doubt, by fear and by everyday trials. But we must
not forget that Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. He will give new meaning to our life — at times even
put to difficult tests through our mistakes and our sins — merely on the condition that we not follow
the logics of the world andofits‘kings.’

May the Virgin Mary help us to welcome Jesus as the king of our life and to spread his kingdom, by
bearing witness to the truth which is love.



Prayer Requests

Please remember in your prayers the
relatives and friends of our Parish
Communities for whom prayers have
been requested:

Recently Deceased: Mary Wall
Anniversary: John Newson,

Our sick relatives & friends

Mabel Yabsley, Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan,
Benett Perera, Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie
Fernandez, Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria
Roche, Joel Uvero, Melba Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam
Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario,
Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Evan
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba
Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who areill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Fuchanstic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
*'ﬂ’.— takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church each Friday morning prior to the

r 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration
.-\:Iff:-!lit*ﬂ commences at 8.50am.
Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?
lF If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant,

-, please speak to Father or the Acolyte
2‘ before Mass and go to the priest

celebrating Mass to receive Communion.

Keeping You Connected

The weekly 6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes is
available for viewing, via the link below, from the
commencement time each Saturday evening, for those
who are unable to physically join us for our Eucharistic
celebration.

Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe" Parish of
Baulkham Hills .. https://youtube.com/live/YrxfOgEalgY

SUPPORT DONATIONS
We really appreciate your continued support.
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 00000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Name
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkha
mhills

i

St Vincent de Paul Society A
govd works m

Christmas Hampers and Christmas Appeal

Our Christmas Giving Tree has now been erected at the rear
of the Church with lots of tags for donations of toys and
food items for the families we are supporting this year.
There are also little envelopes for cash donations for the
purchase of boxes fresh fruit and vegetables. Please take a
tag or an envelope so that we can keep a record of
promised donations.

Please be aware that all your donated presents and food
items from the Church Community must be returned to the
rear of the Church by 15 December, as the hampers will
be assembled that following week ready on 19" and 20t,
ready for delivery on 237 December.

From the weekend of 30t November and 15t December, our
Conference members will be on hand after the masses for
an exit collection, to receive any monetary donations for
the fresh fruit and vegetables and to answer any questions
you may have. A Tap-N-Go machine will also be available
for other donations to the Christmas Appeal. Our
fundraising page will be available to make donations to the
Christmas Appeal which can be accessed by the QR code
displayed on our table at the rear of, or outside the Church.

If you are unable to make it to the Church and wish to be
part of our Christmas giving you may call or text Larry on
0409 347 309 and we will do our best to meet your request.

Please ensure that tags are securely attached to your
donated present as we need the tag to identify the age and
gender of the recipient. If you have any difficulty in
returning your present to the Church, please call or text
Larry on 0409 347 309 and we will organise to have your
donation picked up.

Gift Wrapping at Westfield Parramatta

St Vincent de Paul has been invited to partake in gift
wrapping at Westfield Parramatta, between 4:00 and 9:30
in the evenings of Friday 20t December and Monday 23"
December this year.

The conferences at St Michael’s and at Our Lady of Lourdes
are combining resources to take part in this opportunity to
raise funds for our St Vincent de Paul activities throughout
Western Sydney.

We already have some volunteers ready to put their talents
to good use and we are seeking interest from other
talented members of our church community to boost the
numbers and assist with this worthwhile exercise. If you can
spare a few hours and are willing to demonstrate your
artistic talents, we would love to have you join us on either
evening. Parents and teenagers are most welcome.

To indicate your initial interest, please text Maria on 0403
399 923, or Larry on 0409 347 309 and we will be in touch
with more detail closer to the time.

God Bless you and keep you safe
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference
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THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A C;\'THOLIC.—
RCIA is more than a

rogram of instruction.

s a process of conversion.

ation of Adults

A life changing opportunity for those considering

becoming a Catholic Christian.

The journey begins Sunday 1st December
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.

If you or anyone you know is interested

please contact
Monica 9639 0598 or Brad 0418 619 510
by Friday 22nd November.

It begins with an awareness...
or stirring in one’s heart for something more.
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for
fulfilment.
Maybe it’s God calling you to explore
the life of faith, love, and justice
within the community of the Catholic Church.

Catholic Women’s League TRADING TABLE

When: This Sunday, 24th November after
9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

DONATED HAND-MADE JEWELLERY AND SUNDRY
ITEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE - Great for Christmas
gifts! ***CASH ONLY***

In the spirit of Christmas and community, the Parish of
Baulkham Hills will be hosting Carols in the grounds of
St Michael’s on Saturday, 7th December, following the

Invitation to Advent meditation with prayers and
reflections prepared by Fr Joe

The Christmas season can be hectic and not as
contemplative as you would like.

That's why | have a gift for you:

At the beginning of Advent, your time out awaits you.
We are getting into the mood for Christmas with
friendly serenity.

This will strengthen your inner peace and relaxation so
that you can consciously face this special time and the
upcoming Christmas.

For this purpose, | have written prayers and
contemplative texts for each week of Advent that will
help you find inner peace so that you can prepare for
the coming of Jesus Christ.

You can pray with the texts by yourself, or with your
whole family and friends. If you would like a copy of
the advent meditation, please contact the parish
office (betty@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au).

We would be happy to email you the Advent
meditation

Parish Team Employment 2025 — Greystanes —
Faith Enrichment Role

For a suitably qualified and experienced person 16
hrs/wk onsite in faith enrichment:

- Facilitating/resourcing parents as they guide their
children in sacraments/faith

- Liaising with key faith enrichment ministries

- Assisting opportunities for faith inquiry and for
parishioners’ enrichment

- Sharing in relevant admin and tech tasks with the
team

For more information about the role and details for
making application, please contact:
parishoffice@olgp.org.au

5.30pm Mass, and YOU are invited!

Celebration

Date

Mass

Acolyte

Reader 1

Reader 2

EMC

Christ the
Universal King

23rd November

Saturday 2.30pm
First Communion

Roland Barros

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

23rd November

Saturday Vigil, 6pm

John Cavaleri

Peter Steele

Maureen Steele

Colette Rajan

24th November

Sunday 9.30am

Anthony Pope

Christine Coxall

Frangee Ampil

Marlene Murrow

Anne Mitchell
24th November S.unday 2.30prT1 Jim Keating Lourdes Subijano | Zelda Booth Grace Yee
First Communion
1st Sunday of . . .
Advent 30th November | Saturday Vigil 6.00pm| John Vassett Paul Lewis Jane Wilks Robert Muscat

1st December

Sunday 9.30am

lan Starkey

Helen Thomas

Kevin Keane

Janina Starkey
Kristina Prawira
Roberts

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance
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= Saturday, 7th December 2024
\ (after 5:30pm Mass)

St Michael’s Church
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills.

* Bring your picnic dinner, snacks & drinks.
* Bring your chairs, picnic rugs & mozzie repellent.

* BYO Electric Candles (no open flames please)

* Candles will be available for a gold coin donation.

Register Your
Interest

Event is proudly sponsored by

Community Bank

Galston & District
Phone 9653 2227
Mobile 0435 664 109

B Bendigo Bank



Dear Friends,

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY 2024

We are delighted to invite you to our 16th Annual Carols CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY! which
will be held on Sunday 15th December (3pm) at St Peter's Church, Surry Hills.

This year all our Carols tickets will be Entry By Donation with all funds raised
supporting Aid to the Church in Need and it's vital charity programs in Lebanon, The Holy
Land & Ukraine.

Tickets are strictly limited so BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL Here.

Accompanied by a Live Orchestra, Pipe Organ & Choir of over 50 musicians, this will be a
truly memorable way to mark the Christmas season.

THE CAROLS will include all your favourites from O Come, O Come Emmanuel to the
stunning O Holy Night and Hallelujah Chorus as well as Handel's magnificent Zadok the
Priest and Tchaikovsky's beautiful Crown of Roses.

The full details for this event are:

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY (Sydney)

Date: Sunday 15th December (3pm)
Venue: St Peter's Catholic Church, Surry Hills
Address: 235 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

ENTRY: By Donation (suggested $10+ per ticket)
Seats are a STRICTLY LIMITED so
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL Here

Thank you again for your support for our work and we hope you are able to make it along
for this very special Christmas celebration, proudly sponsored by Campion College
Australia

I



https://click-905878.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40594360&msgid=1794657&act=KGU3&c=905878&pid=2570957&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%2F1315238&cf=18147&v=7827e15d2edfd910355bfc148e18f1a4854dad3e9669bfc32ef3533c68829106
https://click-905878.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40594360&msgid=1794657&act=KGU3&c=905878&pid=2570957&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%2F1315238&cf=18147&v=7827e15d2edfd910355bfc148e18f1a4854dad3e9669bfc32ef3533c68829106
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DIOCESE of
PARRAMATTA

Diocese of Parramatta News

Diocesan Advent Week Scripture Reflection
Tuesday 26" November

Evening:

In what way would you say I'm ‘awaiting’ God’s
presence this Advent? How do | see myself in Advent
Scripture stories this year?

Register for the Diocesan Advent Scripture Reflection
Evening with Dr Michele Connolly RSJ on Tuesday 26
November 2024 - 6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP
via met@parracatholic.org

Free Theology books: Clearing of Bishop Bede
Heather Centre library

As the Bishop Bede Heather Centre will be
undergoing renovations soon, the library books are
available for collection, free of charge. There are
many books in all categories — biblical studies,
philosophy, ethics, spirituality, ministry, homiletics,
parish renewal, liturgy, sacraments and

MORE. Contact met@parracatholic.org for more
information. You are welcome to visit on the
following days, from 10 AM to 4 PM:

Tuesday 12 November

Friday 22 November

Healthcare Ministry in the Diocese

1. St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston Hills will
be holding a Formation session on ‘The Vocation of
Healthcare.” Date - Saturday 23rd November and
time -10:00 to 12:30 p.m. This session will explore
our call to be missionary disciples in caring for the
health of others, including the sick and the dying.
Please register at met@parracatholic.org

2. There will be a three-week Advent formation
programme on 4th, 11th and 18th December
on ‘The Good News in End-of-Life Care’ in the
Cloister Hall at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The sessions
will run from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. All are welcome to
attend. Registrations at met@parracatholic.org

Deacon Dr. Michael Tan
Coordinator
Diocesan Healthcare Ministries Formation Community

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal Office

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of
Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, to
offer advice and assistance regarding marriage
annulments and dissolution of marriages. Interviews
are preferably conducted in person with Zoom and
telephone interviews in special circumstances. Please
contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

PJE Table Talk “Disability — Unemployment -
Seeking Asylum: Navigating Multiple Challenges in
Australia”: 28 November

Please join us for our final diocesan table talk to hear
and discuss powerful stories from people affected by
overlapping challenges. Participate in meaningful
small group conversations and learn how you can
play a part in creating positive change: 28 November
2024, 6:00pm — 8:30pm, Bishop Bede Heather Centre
in Blacktown. A light dinner will be served on arrival.
Find our more and register

at parracatholic.org/pjetabletalk

Free English and Citizenship Classes

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains
are offering English and Citizenship classes at Mamre
House, 181 Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills, on a Tuesday and
Wednesday from 10am to 2pm during school terms.
Free childcare is available. If you are interested in
enrolling, please contact Mamre Créche on (02) 8843
2506 or Nepean Community College (02) 4724 9000.

Baptism For Primary Children Program

Our Lady of the Way Parish, Emu Plains, is offering a
Baptism program for primary school children in Term
4 this year. Children are invited to attend Mass in their
home parish and receive a special blessing in
preparation for receiving the sacrament but complete
a 4-week preparation program at OLOW. They will
then be baptised in their home parish. If your parish is
interested in participating in this program, please
contact oLow on (02) 4735 1041
or emuplains@parracatholic.org

Epiphany Pilgrimage and Fiesta: 2-9 January 2025

Commit the first fruits of your new year to Christ with
the 2025 Epiphany Pilgrimage. Enjoy 7 days of
bushwalking, fellowship and prayer as we journey
from Emu Plains to the top of the Blue Mountains,
experiencing the wonderful hospitality of parish
communities along the way. Day 1 is a family-friendly
day, with the option for a children's pilgrimage
finishing with the Finnies Fiesta at St Finbars,
Glenbrook. For more information and to register for
all or part of the journey,

visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org
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