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Dear Friends,

As we are approaching the end of the liturgical year, this Sunday’s gospel points
towards the future which only God fully knows. Thus, let us leave our future in the
hands of the One who knows all things. Yet, we can trust Him because of the promise
that God has prepared something wonderful beyond our world and time.

We cannot change the past, and we cannot know the future, but we can address the
problems of today. We can work to change ourselves and our circumstances as part
of preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe.

The Bible can provide us with a few practical ideas that we may apply to our life. Take
for instance the wisdom of Solomon who arguably was the wisest king of the Old
Testament. If we today develop his wisdom, our judgements, properly used, will
bring stability to our life and our family. Or look at the life of Job. If we build on the
spiritual fruit of patience, like Job, we will not be tossed about by the currents of
problems in the world that could shipwreck our personal life. There is more. If we
live with the integrity of Joseph in our action and thoughts, we will find inner peace
and calm and will rise above the stress of life, to avoid temptation and secure in the
knowledge that God guides our life despite what everyone else does.

And by drawing near to God and continually seeking his help to become righteous
like Jesus Christ, we can live and reign with Him and assist in the coming
transformation of the entire world.

All change begins in our heart and mind. Let us not miss the opportunity to act
righteously since it is the opportune time. Ancient Greek spoke of KAIROS by which
the evangelist Mark refers to a decisive moment or a crucial time in human life or
history. Hence, this Sunday’s gospel warns readers not to fall asleep which is
equivalent to lacking spiritual preparation—failure in our Christian Walk—failure to
do what Christ has called us to do.

Kairos time is an invitation to us to renew our parish life and ways of doing things.
While we can’t change the past, we can make choices to renew our parish ways of
doing things and to grow spiritually and intentionally as Christians and Catholics. We
need to develop spiritual priorities enabling us to manage larger affairs of two
communities within one parish.

One important lesson from the Bible is to live within our means. When we manage
our finance not just for ourselves but for others, we are practicing an important
principle taught in the Bible. So, we need to change the ways we are accustomed to
spending which has been consistently high since 2013. The need for savings is
evident.

Here, | would like to thank Louise Ryall who has been secretary to OLOL community
for almost 24 years. She has witnessed the ups and downs of parish life over many
years. Yet, she remains committed to our parish, especially to the OLOL community
over the years that were really challenging.

Due to declining income and lack of funds, | was left with no choice, other than to
offer Louise a redundancy package and to sadly terminate her employment. Louise
has accepted the offer of redundancy, and she will conclude her employment as
secretary on 29th November 2024

Here, | would like to express my gratitude to Louise for her dedication and support
of OLOL community. | wish her God’s blessings and every Goodness of life.

From 1st December, Fr Thomas and | will alternately attend the OLOL office on
Wednesday and Friday after the morning Mass from 10-12pm.

Fr Joe
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A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS - 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OUR HOPE HAS A FACE

15 November 2015

. The Gospel of this penultimate Sunday of the liturgical year offers us part
: of Jesus’ discourse regarding the last events of human history, oriented
toward the complete fulfillment of the reign of God (cf. Mk 13:24-32). It
is the talk that Jesus gave in Jerusalem before his last Passover. It has
certain apocalyptic elements, such as wars, famine, cosmic catastrophes:
“The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken” (vv. 24-25). However, these segments are not the essential part
of the message. The core around which Jesus’ words turn is he himself,
the mystery of his person, and of his death and resurrection, and his
return at the end of time.

Our final goal is the encounter with the Risen Lord. | would like to ask how many of you think about this.
“There will be a day in which | meet the Lord face to face”. And this is our goal: the encounter. We do not
await a time or a place, but we are going to encounter a person: Jesus. Thus, the problem is not “when” these
premonitory signs of the last days will occur, but rather our being prepared. Neither is it about knowing “how”
these things will happen, but instead “how” we have to act today, in awaiting these things. We are called to
live the present, building our future with serenity and trust in God. The parable of the fig tree that sprouts ,as
a sign of the approaching summer (cf. vv. 28-29), teaches that the perspective of the end doesn’t distract us
from the present life, but rather brings us to look at our current days with an outlook of hope. This virtue of
hope that is so hard to live. The smallest but strongest of the virtues. And our hope has a face: the face of the
Risen Lord, who comes “with great power and glory” (v. 26), which will manifest his love, crucified and
transfigured in the Resurrection. The triumph of Jesus at the end of time will be the triumph of the Cross, the
demonstration that the sacrifice of oneself for love of neighbour, in imitation of Christ, is the only victorious
power, the only stable point in the midst of the upheavals and tragedies of the world.

The Lord Jesus is not only the destination of our earthly pilgrimage, but also a constant presence in our lives;
he is also beside us, he always accompanies. That’s why, when we speak of the future and project ourselves
toward it, it is always in order to lead us back to the present. He counters the false prophets, the fortune-
tellers who predict that the end of the world is near; he sets himself against fatalism. He is at our side; he
walks with us; he loves us. He wants to remove from his disciples of every age the curiosity about dates,
predictions, horoscopes, and focus their attention on the today of history. | would like to ask you — don’t
answer out loud, each one answer to himself — how many of you read your horoscope every day? Each one
answer, and when you feel like reading your horoscope, look to Jesus who is with you. This is better and will
be better for you. This presence of Jesus calls us to the anticipation and vigilance that exclude both impatience
and lethargy, both the escaping to the future and the becoming prisoners of the current moment and of
worldliness.

In our days, too, there is no lack of natural and moral disasters, nor of adversities and difficulties of every kind.
Everything passes, the Lord reminds us; he alone, his Word remains as the light that guides and encourages
our steps. He always forgives us because he is at our side. We need only look at him and he changes our
hearts. May the Virgin Mary help us to trust in Jesus, the firm foundation of our life, and to persevere with
joy in his love.



THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Entrance Antiphon:

The Lord said: | think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction.

You will call upon me, and | will answer you,

and | will lead back your captives from every place.

First Reading Daniel 12:1-3

A reading from the prophet Daniel

When that time comes your own people will be
spared.

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great prince
who mounts guard over your people. There is going
to be a time of great distress, unparalleled since
nations first came into existence. When that time
comes, your own people will be spared, all those
whose names are found written in the Book. Of
those who lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many
will awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame
and everlasting disgrace. The learned will shine as
brightly as the vault of heaven, and those who have
instructed many in virtue, as bright as stars for all
eternity.’

Responsorial Psalm

Response: Keep me safe, O God:

you are my hope.

1. OLlord,itis you who are my portion and cup;
it is you yourself who are my prize.
| keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, | shall stand firm.

Keep me safe, O God:
you are my hope.

2. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my body shall rest in safety.
For you will not leave my soul among the dead,
nor let your beloved know decay.

Keep me safe, O God:
you are my hope.

3. You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness forever.

Keep me safe, O God:

you are my hope.
Second Reading Hebrews 11:11-14, 18
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

By a single offering he has achieved the eternal
perfection of those who are sanctified.

All the priests stand at their duties every day,
offering over and over again the same sacrifices
which are quite incapable of taking sins away. Christ,

on the other hand, has offered one single sacrifice
for sins, and then taken his place for ever, at the
right hand of God, where he is now waiting until his
enemies are made into a footstool for him. By virtue
of that one single offering, he has achieved the
eternal perfection of all whom he is sanctifying.
When all sins have been forgiven, there can be no
more sin offerings.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Be watchful, and pray constantly, that you may be
worthy to stand before the Son of Man.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mark 13:24-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

He shall gather his elect from the four winds.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the
time of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon
will lose its brightness, the stars will come falling
from heaven and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds with great power and glory;
then too he will send the angels to gather his chosen
from the four winds, from the ends of the world to
the ends of heaven.

‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as its twigs
grow supple and its leaves come out, you know that
summer is near. So with you, when you see these
things happening: know that he is near, at the very
gates. | tell you solemnly, before this generation has
passed away all these things will have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son; no one but the
Father.’

Communion Antiphon

To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.



REFLECTION FOR 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO

“Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that Summer is
near. In the same way, when you see these things happening, know that the Son of Man is near...Heaven and earth

will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”

For thousands of years, there have been people among us
who, after reflecting on how those around them have lived
out their life spans and and died, have concluded that the
earth on which those life spans have been lived out will also
one day come to an end. In guessing at when that end might
come and what it might look like, some have launched into
committing to writing the results of their imagining. What
they have written is categorised as apocalyptic literature.
Over time, the word apocalyptic has come to refer to events
that are dramatic, terrifying and spectacular. There is
something about us that wants to know what the end times
will look like in the expectation that knowing will allay our
anxiety. Today’s first reading from the Book of Daniel
belongs to the category of apocalyptic literature and part of
the gospel-reading from Mark is apocalyptic in style and
content. In more recent times movie producers have
ventured into offering graphically disturbing visual
impressions of the end times with films like Apocalypse Now.

Over time, we have excessively dramatized the meaning of
the word apocalypse and its relatives such as apocrypha and
apocalyptic. A good dictionary of the origin of English words
(Dictionary of Etymology) will tell us that apocalypse came
into English from Greek via Latin and Anglo-French, and that
its literal meaning is to lift the cover off. For that reason, the
last book of the New Testament is labelled as the Apocalypse
or the Book of Revelation.

Those of us in the second half of our lives have all had
excursions into the apocalyptic world. At a time when
Masses for the Dead were celebrated in Latin and then in
English, we were invited, often without realising it, into a
meditation on the last days of the world and the Final
Judgement. The Sequence of that Mass (the Dies Irae),
recited generally before the Gospel, began with the lines:
“That day of wrath, that dreadful day when heaven and earth
shall pass away, both David and the Sibyl say. What terror
then shall us befall, when lo, the Judge’s steps appal, about
to sift the deeds of all.” That is part of a much longer poem
attributed to Thomas of Celano, a late 13t Century
Franciscan Friar and first biographer of St Francis of Assisi.
Other ventures into the apocalyptic world are to be found in
Dante’s Inferno, only a part of his Divine Comedy which is an
allegory of a soul’s journey through hell to God. Dante
depicted himself being led through that terrifying journey by
the Roman poet Virgil. It was written back in 14t Century
Italy. Michelangelo’s extraordinary depiction of the Last
Judgement is an artistic expression of the apocalyptic and
has been magnificently preserved on the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel in the Vatican. It was commissioned by Pope Clement
VIlin the late 1530s and completed four years later under his
successor Pope Pius Il in 1541. The remarkable aspect of all
these works is that they miss the point that the last days,
when the world comes tumbling down, will witness God
coming in love and hope, witnessing to the boundless
affection God has for humanity.

Mark 13: 24-32

To grasp the paradox beneath all this and, indeed, the
message proclaimed by Jesus in today’s gospel-reading, we
may have to walk the narrow line between despair and hope.
Hope is the virtue we seem to understand least and there is
no sense in going in search of despair. Near-despair
experiences come our way in the tragic events that touch all
of us in the course of our lives. And it’s only in retrospect that
we can bring ourselves to reflect on them. Near-despair
experiences thrust themselves upon us. Our current world is
teeming with near-despair experiences visited on our sisters
and brothers in the conflicts currently raging in places like
the Middle East, the Ukraine and the Sudan. Empathy with
our sisters and brothers in those places might give us passing
experiences of near-despair and hopelessness. It might seem
that these people are living on the edge of total annihilation,
with no reason to hope. The Dominican priest Gustavo
Gutierrez, a man recognised as the founder of liberation
theology, spoke eloquently and often of the virtue of hope.
In one of his interviews, he calls us to live with hope firmly
rooted in our hearts and went on to say:

“Hope is not the same thing as optimism. Optimism merely
reflects the desire that external circumstances may one day
improve. There is nothing wrong with optimism, but we may
not always have reasons for it. The theological virtue of hope
is much more than optimism. Hope is based on the
conviction that God is at work in our lives and in our world.
Hope is ultimately a gift from God given to sustain us during
difficult times. Charles Péguy described hope as the “little
sister” that walks between the “taller sisters” of faith and
charity; when the taller sisters grow tired, the little one
instills new life and energy into the other two. Hope never
allows our faith to grow weak or our love to falter.”

People have long speculated about the end times and what
they refer to as the last judgement. | suggest that Jesus
launched into that topic to inspire them to hope in the
boundless love of God that was evident in his way of living.
Jesus was convinced that God was present in his life and in
the world in which he lived and met with ceaseless
opposition. His firm hope was that God could bring good out
of any situation that confronted him. Jesus was brutally
tortured and executed. Yet the message he proclaimed has
spread to the ends of the world. And God vindicated him. In
today’s gospel-reading, Jesus refers to himself as the “Son of
Man, coming on the clouds with great power and glory”. In
the Scriptures, “the Son of Man” is referred to as the epitome
of love. Jesus informs his close followers that they, too, will
meet with opposition and persecution, but that they, too,
will recognise that God is present in them, in their lives and
in their work. To hold that hope in God as firmly as he did is
his invitation to them and to us in today’s gospel-reading.
And that is what we try to do. We do it imperfectly, but still
with purpose and decency. And that is what is at the heart of
discipleship, isn’t it? Fear can imprison us like nothing else!



Prayer Requests

Anniversary: Bill Stevens, John Newson,Cecilia Dsouza
Albert Dsouza

Remembrance: Anthony Bertus, Therese de Fonseka, Leo

Pipino,

Please remember in your prayers the
relatives and friends of our Parish
Communities for whom prayers have
been requested:

Our sick relatives & friends

Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan, Benett Perera,
Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez, Leonie
Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Joel Uvero,
Melba Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, Peter
Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello,
Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Evan Garcia, Brian
Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie
Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani,
Jenny Francis and all who are ill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Fucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

._x/(' takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
‘%l{ Church each Friday morning prior to the
! 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration

r/ ..
:\( Ofrbion

| =

commences at 8.50am.
g Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?
‘ﬂ If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant,
’/“ please speak to Father or the Acolyte
before Mass and go to the priest
celebrating Mass to receive Communion.

SUPPORT DONATIONS
We really appreciate your continued support. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265

Account Name Diocesan Clergy

Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish
BSB 067 950
Account No 00000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950
Acct No 100005310
Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email
details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkha
mbhills

Keeping You Connected

The weekly 6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes is
available for viewing, via the link below, from the
commencement time each Saturday evening, for those
who are unable to physically join us for our Eucharistic
celebration.

The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time" Parish of Baulkham
Hills ... https://youtube.com/live/wtN7FKNpSHY

N
\ &) St Vincent de Paul Society
@\ y\) »/'L’Tﬂ TR
& / J

Hampers and Christmas Appeal

Christmas

We have commenced planning for this year’s Christmas
Hampers and Christmas Appeal, endeavouring to bring
hope and joy to our less advantaged sisters and brothers
who are presently experiencing their own particular
hardships. This year we will be providing approximately
30 hampers to disadvantaged families in our local area.
This includes 20 hampers for the Lisa Harnum
Foundation which looks after families who are victims of
domestic violence.

Again, as in previous years, we are working alongside
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School, which will be
collecting non-perishable food items for the hampers.
By way of our Christmas Giving Tree we will also be
seeking additional food items, presents for the children
and monetary donations for fresh fruit and vegies from
our ever generous Church community. The Christmas
Giving Tree will be erected prior to the weekend of 23
and 24t November, at the rear of the Church.

Further details and information relating to our Christmas
Hamper Appeal will be provided next week with the
establishment of the Christmas Giving Tree, and then our
volunteers will be available at the weekend masses to
answer any questions you may still have.

Social Justice Issues

In addition to helping those in need, the St Vincent de
Paul Society advocates for and pursues many social
justice issues affecting people in our communities. If you
would like to learn more about these issues or are
interested in participating in any of the Society's social
justice issues, please «click on or go to
socialjustice.vinnies.org.au .

God Bless you and keep you safe

Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference
T —

Sale of one plot in Rockery Garden for 2 people at
Castlebrook Memorial Park, Rouse Hill.

Inclusions:

-1 double granite tablet; 2 bronze wedge plaques; Family
name on back rock; 10 lines of English inscription

Can be upgraded for 3rd person. Seller will pay transfer
fee. Price $10,000.00. Please contact Hamish La Porte

on 0426 216 930 or hamishlaporte@gmail.com
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How did the authors of the Four Gospels and Paul
see the birth of Jesus?

Come and explore the biblical-theological
dimension of the Nativity.
Presenter: Fr Joseph Lam, PhD STD
Tuesdays: 03 / 10 / 17 December @ 7.30pm
Parish of Baulkham Hills,

——
THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

RCIA is more than a
rogram of instruction.

A life changing opportunity for those considering

becoming a Catholic Christian.

The journey begins Sunday 1st December
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.

If you or anyone you know is interested

please contact
Monica 9639 0598 or Brad 0418 619 510
by Friday 22nd November.

It begins with an awareness...
or stirring in one’s heart for something more.
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.
Maybe it's God calling you to explore
the life of faith, love, and justice
within the community of the Catholic Church.

New Parish APP.

Danny, our parishioner, has created for our parish a
unique website. He also is currently developing a
Parish APP.

Our parish platform focuses on enhancing parishioner
participation. It serves as a hub where parishioners can
post and find events, study groups, prayers, and even
seek help, services, products, or job opportunities
within their local community. It aims to foster a vibrant
and supportive community where parishioners can
increase theirincome through local connections, and in
turn, have more to give back to the church.

Have a look at it by using the CODE below.

JOIN PARISH SHARE

parishshare.com.au

Unique Church Coupon Code:
parishofbh2153

parishshare.com.au

HOMILY CHANNEL SUPPORT LOCAL
COMMUNITY
Website Update People can post help
Email Newsletter requests, find events,
Mobile App groups, services, job
opportunities & more
INCOME FOR INCOME FOR
CHURCHES PARISHIONERS
Additional advertising Parishioners get
income for more customers and

jobs from parish

articipating churches
P P 9 share platform.

Advertise and checkout with Unique Church Coupon Code to
receive discount and support our church. Our Code is:
parishofbh2153

Catholic Women’s League TRADING TABLE

When: Sunday 24th November after 9.30am Mass
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

DONATED HAND-MADE JEWELLERY AND SUNDRY
ITEMS - good for Christmas gifts.

CASH ONLY
Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
- - 16th November | Saturday Vigil, 6pm | John Vassett | Lourdes Subijano| Madeline Leslie | Maureen Steele
d z
17th November | Sunday 9.30am lan Starke Janina Starke Nicole Christo Kay Bull,
v y y Y| Madeline Leslie
Christ the Sunday 2.30pm

Universal King

23rd November

First Communion

Roland Barros

Voluteer

Voluteer

Voluteer

23rd November

Saturday Vigil, 6pm

John Cavaleri

Peter Steele

Maureen Steele

Colette Rajan

24th November

Sunday 9.30am

Anthony Pope

Natasha Ellis

Frangee Ampil

Marlene Murrow

24th November

Sunday 2.30pm
First Communion

Volunteer

Lourdes Subijang

Voluteer

Voluteer

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance
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| POPE FRANCIS — THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE

“-e

& Jesus our hope

Cycle of Catechesis. The Spirit and the Bride. The Holy Spirit guides the people of God towards

A letter written with the Spirit of the living God: Mary and the Holy Spirit

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Among the various means by which the Holy Spirit
implements His work of sanctification in the Church —
the Word of God, the Sacraments, prayer — there is one
in entirely particular, and it is Marian piety. In the
Catholic tradition there is this motto, this saying: “ Ad
lesum per Mariam”, that is, “to Jesus by means of Mary”.
Our Lady lets us see
Jesus. She opens the
doors to us, always!
Our Lady is the mother
who leads us by the
hand towards Jesus.
Our Lady never points
to herself, Our Lady
points to Jesus. And
this is Marian piety: to
Jesus by the hands of
Our Lady. The true and
only mediator between
us and Christ, indicated as such by Jesus Himself, is the
Holy Spirit. Mary is one of the means the Holy Spirit uses
to bring us to Jesus.

Saint Paul defines the Christian community as “a letter
of Christ administered by us, written not in ink but by
the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but
on tablets that are hearts of flesh” (2 Cor ;3:3). Mary, as
the first disciple and figure of the Church, is also a letter
written with the Spirit of the living God. Precisely for this
reason, she can be “known and read by all” (2 Cor 3:2),
even those who do not know how to read theology
books, those “little ones” to whom Jesus says that the
mysteries of the Kingdom, hidden to the wise, are
revealed (cf. Mt 11:25).

By saying her “Yes” — when Mary accepts and says to the
Angel, “Yes, let the Lord’s will be done” and accepts to

be the mother of Jesus —it is as though Mary said to God:

“Here | am, | am a tablet to be written on: let the Writer
write what he wants, make of me what the Lord of all
wishes” . At that time, people wrote on waxed tablets;
today we would say that Mary offers herself like a blank
page on which the Lord can write whatever He wants.
Mary’s “Yes” to the Angel — as a renowned exegete
wrote — represents “the apex of all religious behaviour
before God, since she expresses, in the highest manner,
passive availability combined with active readiness, the
deepest emptiness that accompanies the greatest
fullness”.

This, then, is how the Mother of God is an instrument of
the Holy Spirit in His work of sanctification. In the midst
of the endless profusion of words said and written about
God, the Church and holiness (that very few, or no-one,
is able to read and understand fully), she suggests a few
words that everyone, even the simplest, can say on any
occasion: “behold” and “let it be done”. Mary is the one
who said “Yes” to the Lord, and with her example and by
her intercession urges us to say our “Yes” to Him too,
whenever we are faced with an act of obedience to
perform or a trial to overcome.

In every age of our history, but in particular at this time,
the Church finds herself in the same situation as the
Christian community in the aftermath of Jesus’
Ascension to heaven. It had to preach the Gospel to all
nations, but was awaiting the “power from on high” in
order to be able to do it. And let us not forget that, at
that time, as we read in the Acts of the Apostles, the
disciples were gathered around “Mary the mother of
Jesus” (Acts 1:14).

It is true that there were also other women together
with her in the Upper Room, but her presence is
different and unique among them all. Between her and
the Holy Spirit there is a unique and eternally
indestructible bond that is the very person of Christ
Himself, “who was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary”, as we recite in the Creed. The
evangelist Luke deliberately highlights the correlation
between the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Mary in the
Annunciation and His coming to the disciples at
Pentecost, using some identical expressions in both
cases.

Saint Francis of Assisi, in one of his prayers, greets Our
Lady as “daughter and handmaid of the heavenly Father,
the almighty King, Mother of our most high Lord Jesus
Christ, and Spouse of the Holy Spirit” [4]. Daughter of
the Father, Spouse of the Holy Spirit! The unique
relationship between Mary and the Trinity could not be
illustrated in simpler words.

Like all images, this one of the “Spouse of the Holy Spirit”
must not be rendered absolute, but taken for that

amount of truth it contains, and it is a very beautiful

truth. She is the bride, but before that, she is the disciple

of the Holy Spirit. Bride and disciple. Let us learn from

her to be docile to the inspirations of the Spirit,

especially when He suggests to us to “arise in haste” and

go to help someone who needs us, as she did straight

after the angel left her (cf. Lk 1:39). Thank you!


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2024/documents/20241113-udienza-generale.html#_ftn4

OFFICE FOR WORSHIP Lucy Woodbury

, 0460 037 795
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA B lucy.woodbury@parracatholic.org

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2025

First Name: Last Name:
Address:
Suburb: Postcode:
Phone: Email Address:
Please choose ONE location per session
BLACKTOWN
Mond 2.00 PENRITH
(Mondays 7.00pm) SESSIONS (Thursdays 7.00pm)
Bede Heather Centre St Nicholas of Myra PMR],
1-5 Marion St, Blacktown 2148 Entry Via Higgins St, Penrith 2750
Mondav 17th Feb Compulsory Introductory
onaay ebruary Session Thursday 20th February

Monday 24th February Thursday 27th February

Ministers of the Word
& 3rd March & 6th March
Monday 10th March Extraordinary Ministers of Thursday 13th March
& 17th March Communion & 20th March

Communion to the

Monday 24th April Sick & Dying

Thursday 27th March

1 OO 0O 0O

Monday 31st March
& 7th April

Thursday 3rd April &
10th April

[]
[]
[]
[]
[]

Ministers at the Altar |:|

*Please note, if wishing to complete Communion to the Sick and Dying, it is compulsory to attend Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion first.
¢If you would like to become a Minister at the Altar, you must attend all 8 sessions.

Signature: Date:

Parish:

Parish Priest:

Parish Priest Signature:

Please complete and return before Tuesday 28th January, 2025
Please Return Enrolment Form to:

Office for Worship Bethany Centre, 470 Church Street, Parramatta NSW 2150
= lucy.woodbury@parracatholic.org
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= s dal T b Diocesan Advent Week Scripture Reflection
nnual Mass for Deceased Clergy: ovember Evening: Tuesday 26 November

The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to the annual
Mass for our Deceased Clergy on Tuesday 19
November at 9.00am at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish,
St Marys, followed by prayers at the gravesites of
clergy buried in St Marys Cemetery. All are welcome to Register for the Diocesan Advent Scripture Reflection
attend and give your gift of prayer to those whose lives Evening with Dr Michele Connolly RSJ on Tuesday 26
were dedicated to bringing us all closer to Christ. We November 2024 - 6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP
encourage each parish to offer a Mass for the via met@parracatholic.org

deceased priests who have served in your own parish,

to unite in prayer for this special intention. Free Theology books: Clearing of Bishop Bede
Heather Centre library
Annual Bishop Vincent Vatican Il Lecture: As the Bishop Bede Heather Centre will be
Wednesday 20t November ) . i
undergoing renovations soon, the library books are

You are invited to Bishop Vincent’s annual lecture on available for collection, free of charge. There are
Vatican Il on Wednesday 20 November, 6:30pm — many books in all categories — biblical studies,
8:30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion philosophy, ethics, spirituality, ministry, homiletics,
Street Blacktown, cnr Flushcombe Road. Register for parish renewal, liturgy, sacraments and

limited seating via MORE. Contact met@parracatholic.org for more
https://parracatholic.org/events/vatican-ii-lecture/ information. You are welcome to visit on the
following days, from 10 AM to 4 PM:

Tuesday 12 November

Friday 22 November

Healthcare Ministry in the Diocese

1. St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston Hills will
be holding a Formation session on ‘The Vocation of
Healthcare.” Date - Saturday 23rd November and
time -10:00 to 12:30 p.m. This session will explore
our call to be missionary disciples in caring for the
health of others, including the sick and the dying.
Please register at met@parracatholic.org

In what way would you say I'm ‘awaiting’ God’s
presence this Advent? How do | see myself in Advent
Scripture stories this year?

for more information contact

met@parracatholic.org

By T X

2. There will be a three-week Advent formation
programme on 4th, 11thand 18th December
on ‘The Good News in End-of-Life Care’ in the
Cloister Hall at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The sessions
will run from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. All are welcome to
attend. Registrations at met@parracatholic.org

Deacon Dr. Michael Tan
THE MASS OF ORDINATION Coordinator

RTHEFRRSRTRRAT = O Diocesan Healthcare Ministries Formation Community

%W%W f ; The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of
W Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, to
offer advice and assistance regarding marriage
CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST PATRICK, PARRAMATTA annulments and dissolution of marriages. Interviews
7:30 PM. THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER A.D. 2024 are preferably conducted in person with Zoom and
MEMORIAL OF THE PRESENTATION OF MARY telephone interviews in special circumstances. Please

contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.



https://parracatholic.org/events/vatican-ii-lecture/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
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mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:tribunal@parracatholic.org

Christmas: Folktale ¢

Some people think that the nativity

religious story is neither historical

accurate. @

Is it so? How did the authors of the Four Gospels and Paul

see the birth of Jesus?

Come and explore the biblical-theological dimension of the

Nativity.

being an obviously
10 scientifically

Presenter: Fr Joseph Lam, PhD STD

TUESDAYS, 03/ 10/ 17 DECEMBER 7.30PM
Parish of Baulkham Hills, St Michael, DOWNEY ROOM




GILROY CATHOLKC &
COLLEGE

WEDNESDAY 20TH | THURSDAY 21ST |
FRIDAY 22ND | SATURDAY 23RD
OF NOVEMBER

STUDENTS AND
STAFF $25

GENERAL ENTRY
$35




