
YEAR B       THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 27TH OCTOBER  2024
 
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Weddings/Funerals 
By Appointment 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Joseph Lam  

Assistant Priest:  
Fr Thomas Bui 

Permanent Deacon:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall  
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary 
School Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

Dear Friends, 
Two years ago I published a long article on the topic “The Pastoral Conversion of the 
Parish Community in the Service of the Evangelising Mission of the Church”. It 
essentially portrays the parish community not in terms of a territory with a given 
structure, but rather sees the local parish as an existential space where the culture 
of encounter and dialogue is fostered. Hence, being church means being God’s 
people, being God’s leaven in the midst of humanity. The parish community is not an 
outdated model, but must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel 
welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel. 
This pastoral background provides the backbone of my understanding of being a 
parish community in Baulkham Hills. In my own theological interpretation, our parish 
should be a dynamic, Eucharistic, and evangelizing community. To achieve the bond 
of unity and to foster relationships, we, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, need a 
new discernment around community, which consists in seeing reality with the eyes 
of God, with a view to unity and communion. The whole People of God must urgently 
embrace the Holy Spirit’s invitation to begin the process of “renewing” the face of 
the Church. 
I am very aware of the history leading to the merger of two former parishes – St 
Michael’s and OLOL – into one parish community. Also, I acknowledge the grief and 
hurt caused during that time, twelve years ago. Yet, we need to move on for the sake 
of our children and grandchildren. We can’t remain in the state of grief and hurt 
which won’t bring us forward. It only will destroy the future and cut our children and 
grandchildren off from spiritual growth. 
To persist in the state of grief and hurt means to grieve against the working of the 
Holy Spirit. “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). His command not to grieve the Spirit falls under 
Paul’s initial instructions covering what not to do to cultivate holiness and walk in 
Christian purity. Grieving the Holy Spirit is similar to “quenching” the Holy Spirit (1 
Thessalonians 5:19) in that both negatively impact the believer, the parish, and the 
broader community. Quenching the Spirit speaks of stifling or suppressing the fire of 
God’s Spirit that burns within every believer. The Holy Spirit desires to express 
Himself in our actions and attitudes. When we do not allow God’s Spirit to be seen 
in our behaviour, when we do what we know is right, we embrace or engage the 
Spirit. We allow the Spirit to reveal Himself as He wants to, with “love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” 
(Galatians 5:22–23). 
As a living community of believers, the Parish finds itself in a context whereby the 
territorial affiliation is increasingly less evident, where places of association are 
multiplied and where interpersonal relationships risk being dissolved into a virtual 
world without any commitment or responsibility towards one’s neighbour. 
I invite to let go if you are still aggrieved and embrace the wider parish if you are not, 
to be ready to forgive and accept being forgiven, ready to be reconciled by the grace 
of God. 
A task of this kind ought not to be seen as a burden, but rather as a challenge to be 
embraced with enthusiasm. 
Fr Joe 

Joseph Lam PhD STD 
Parish Priest 
Baulkham Hills Parish 
1 Chapel Ln, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

          Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills       
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

    www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


For Reflection... 

 

 

HOMILY OF ST JOHN PAUL II       Eyes Wide Open  

24 October 1982 (Translated, Excerpt)  

Here in the Gospel is a man who could not see, the blind 
beggar, Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus (cf. Mk 10:46), and on 
his lips the cry: "Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me!" 
( Ibid., v. 47). Jesus asked him: "What do you want me to do 
for you?" The answer: "Rabboni, that I may see!" ( Ibid., v. 
51). The words of Jesus: "Go, your faith has saved you" ( Ibid., 
v. 52). And after the words — the miracle. Bartimaeus sees 
the world, the world created by God, the world that the 
Creator offered to human eyes, hands, and thoughts.  

And Bartimaeus in today's Gospel adheres to the words of 
the Psalm: " The Lord has done great things for me! "  

The Lord has done great things for us!  

 

The restoration of sight to the blind man is a sign. One of many signs that Christ performed to open 
the sight of the soul to his hearers, so that they might see with it that the Lord had changed the 
fortunes of Zion, so that they might see within themselves and discern how "great things the Lord has 
done" for man, not only through the work of creation, but even more through the work of Redemption.  

How “great a thing” it is that “the Lord has saved his people, the remnant of Israel”, as we read in the 
book of the prophet Jeremiah (cf. 31:7).  

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life," according to the words of the Gospel of Saint John (3:16).  

How "great a thing" is the Incarnation, the Redemption through the cross and resurrection, the 
sanctification through the sending of the Spirit, the Paraclete!  

It is only necessary that the eyes of the human soul be opened to all this, and that man see it!  

Man must open his eyes and see, with the eyes of faith, Christ, who is the Mediator and Priest of the 
new and eternal Covenant. The Letter to the Hebrews speaks to us today of this Mediator and Priest: 
"Chosen from among men, he is appointed to act on behalf of men in things pertaining to God" (5:1).  

—is constituted  

"to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins" ( ib.)  

— is constituted  

to "have compassion on the ignorant and those who err (5, 2).  

And behold, Christ "makes Himself " such a Mediator and Priest — and He truly is! And this was done 
by the Father, who said to Him: "You are My Son, today I have begotten You" (5:5) — and in another 
passage: "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek" (5:6).  

Bartimaeus, miraculously cured of blindness, opened his eyes and saw Jesus, the Son of David, 
before him.  

Let us open the eyes of our faith to see Christ in the full light of the Gospel. And seeing with the eyes 
of faith Him who is Mediator and Priest—the only Mediator and Priest between God and men, and 
Priest according to the order of Melchizedek—let us repeat once more, and let us do so with the 
greatest rapture and the greatest strength of conviction:  

The Lord has done great things for us!  



 
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; 
turn to the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. 

First Reading  Jeremiah 31:7-9 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

I shall lead them back in mercy – both the blind and the 
lame. 

The Lord says this: 

Shout with joy for Jacob! 
Hail the chief of nations! 
Proclaim! Praise! Shout: 
The Lord has saved his people, 
the remnant of Israel! 
See, I will bring them back 
from the land of the North 
and gather them from the far ends of earth; 
all of them: the blind and the lame, 
women with child, women in labour: 
a great company returning here. 
They had left in tears, 
I will comfort them as I lead them back; 
I will guide them to streams of water, 
by a smooth path where they will not stumble. 
For I am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my first-born son. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  The Lord has done great things for 
   us; we are filled with joy 

 1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
It seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
on our lips there were songs. (R.) 

2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What marve  
the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. (R.) 

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage  
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. (R.) 

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,  
carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves. (R.) 

 

Second Reading   Hebrews 5:1-6 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

You are a priest forever in the line of Melchizedek. 

Every high priest has been taken out of mankind and 
is appointed to act for men in their relations with 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; and so he 
can sympathise with those who are ignorant or 
uncertain because he too lives in the limitations of 
weakness. That is why he has to make sin offerings 
for himself as well as for the people. No one takes 
this honour on himself, but each one is called by God, 
as Aaron was. Nor did Christ give himself the glory of 
becoming high priest, but he had it from the one 
who said to him: You are my son, today I have 
become your father, and in another text: You are a 
priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for ever. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia!   
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death, 
and brought us life through his gospel.  
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mark 10:46-52 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

Master, grant that I may see. 

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large 
crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), a 
blind beggar, was sitting at the side of the road. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout and to say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have 
pity on me.’ And many of them scolded him and told 
him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all the louder, 
‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and 
said, ‘Call him here.’ So they called the blind man. 
‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; he is calling you.’ So 
throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and went to 
Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me to 
do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to him 
‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; 
your faith has saved you.’ And immediately his sight 
returned and he followed him along the road. 

Communion Antiphon 
We will ring out our joy at your saving help 
and exult in the name of our God. 

All Saints Day Friday 1st November 

Mass Times: St Michael's Church  9.15am 

   Our Lady of Lourdes 9.30am 

Please Note: There will be no anointing as this 
  will be the Mass of the Solemnity 

All Souls' Day Vigil Mass       Friday 1st November 

St Michael's Church  Friday evening @ 7.30pm



REFLECTION FOR 30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

“Every high priest is chosen from his fellows and appointed to serve God on their behalf, to 
offer sacrifices and offerings foe sins. Since he himself is weak in many ways, he is able to 
be gentle with those who are ignorant and make mistakes.” Hebrews 5: 1-6 
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting on the side of the road. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout: “Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.” ,,,Then Jesus 
spoke: “What do you want me to do for you?” “Rabbuni,” the blind man said, “Master, let 
me see again.”       Mark 10: 46-52 
Readers of these Sunday reflections might well have come to understand that the writer 
of Mark’s Gospel was a very good teacher. To get a good appreciation of his expertise in 
that field, we need do no more than give our attention to Chapters 8-10 of his Gospel from 

which the gospel-readings of the last six Sundays have been selected. The exceptional skill 
of his narration and teaching can be seen in the manner in which he has related the story of how the Apostles failed to 
grasp Jesus’ attempts to explain to them that he was a Messiah whose greatness would be borne out through suffering, 
death and resurrection. 
Let’s, then, look at how the writer of Mark’s Gospel shaped the story he was intent on telling. In recent weeks we have 
listened to/read three accounts (Mark 8: 31-33, 9: 30-32 and 10:32-34) of Jesus telling his Apostles of the violence that 
was soon to be visited on him, which would be followed by his resurrection. We have also heard how the Apostles were 
too dull-witted to grasp the message Jesus had repeatedly tried to give them. 
It is vital for us to note that those three predictions Jesus made of the violence that lay ahead of him and his resurrection 
that would follow are sandwiched by Mark’s accounts of Jesus stopping to restore sight to two profoundly blind men 
(Mark 8: 22-26 and this Sunday’s gospel-reading, Mark 10: 46-52). The first of these two cures occurred when a blind 
man was brought to Jesus by friends, who believed that Jesus could and would reach out to him. The miracle that Jesus 
worked was done in two stages. Jesus intervened a second time when the man reported that his sight was partially 
restored. He could make out people, but they looked like trees walking. In response, Jesus placed his hands on the 
man’s eyes a second time. In the context of what follows, this healing that took place in two stages seems to be being 
used by Mark as an allegory referring to the several efforts Jesus had to make to get his Apostles to “see” and 
understand that he was a Messiah who was destined to suffer, die and be resurrected. 
In the verses immediately before Jesus cured this blind man, we read that he had reprimanded his disciples for their 
inability to see the significance of his miracle of the multiplication of the loaves. He had told them that their perception 
was no better than that of the Pharisees and of the pagan governor, Herod. His reprimand was direct and stinging: 
“Have you no perception? Are your minds closed? Have you eyes that don’t see, ears that don’t hear?” (Mark 8: 17-18)  
In the story of the cure of the second blind man, which rounds off this section of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus asked the exact 
same question as he had put to James and John when they were jockeying for position: “What do you want me to do 
for you?” The answer from James and John was full of self-interest. In marked contrast, Bartimaeus (whose name means 
honourable son) asked Jesus to have mercy on him by giving him the gift of sight. Ironically, sight was the very thing 
that the Apostles lacked. Moreover, Bartimaeus knew who Jesus was, addressing him as “Son of David”, the King of 
Israel whose priority was looking after the poor and needy. In his plea for mercy, Bartimaeus used the Greek word 
eleeo, the operative word we use at the penitential rite at Mass when we pray “Lord, have mercy” (in Greek Kyrie 
eleison). The irony, of course, is that Bartimaeus knew who it was to whom he was calling out. The Apostles were still 
a long way from really knowing who Jesus was and what exactly was his mission. Mark spells out the impact of this 
blind man’s encounter with Jesus in the final words of today’s gospel-reading: “…and he followed him (Jesus) along the 
road (Mark 10: 52). 
Jesus had repeatedly tried to explain to his Apostles and disciples that his mission was to usher in the kingdom of God, 
a way of living that called for living with integrity, treating all people with dignity, knowing that all are sons and 
daughters of God, created in the image of God to live lives that reflect the love of God planted in the hearts of all. Jesus 
explained that this “new way” meant living the spirit of the law as opposed to being slaves to the letter of the law. In 
God’s providence, the people of Israel were blessed with a priesthood bestowed first on Aaron who was succeeded by 
a line of priests who were appointed to the role by a selection process guided by God’s Spirit. The essential role or 
vocation of the priest, including high priest, was and still is to call people to live according to their responsibilities as 
daughters and sons of God. Priests, too, have a responsibility to live their lives with integrity, simply because they, too, 
have been created in the image of God to live the way of love. Part of Jesus’ mission was that he, too, was invited by 
God to follow the vocation of priest, as today’s second reading from Hebrews explains “according to the order of 
Melchizedek” – a way of being priest different from the priesthood of Aaron. Jesus understood that as an invitation 
from God, to whom he had learned to listen intently. That involved calling people to live in line with the new order of 
the kingdom of God, which was his mission to proclaim and explain. I suspect that Jesus would not have been especially 
pleased with the comparison made by the author of Hebrews between the traditional Jewish priesthood and the 
priesthood that God had invited him to live. The role of our priests today is essentially to call us all to live our lives true 
to the values of the kingdom of God, which Jesus lived and proclaimed. That surely involves letting ourselves be guided 
by God’s Spirit and living lives marked by reflection on the Gospel and ongoing discernment.   



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 

Recently Deceased: Kevin Wooden 
Anniversary:  Mary Reilly, Aileen Sinclair, John Walker 
Remembrance:  Leo Pipino 

Our sick relatives & friends 

Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan, Benett 
Perera, Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie 
Fernandez, Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, 
Maria Roche, Joel Uvero, Melba Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry 
& Pam Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor 
Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina 
Wayman, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, 
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos 
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all 
who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant, 
please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass and go to the priest 
celebrating Mass to receive Communion. 
 

Look!  Would you like to help? 

 
All Souls' Day Concert:  

Artes Christi & Coro Austral present "In 
Memoriam" featuring Faure's Requiem & 
music by Victoria and MacMillan.  
Saturday 2 November (7.30PM), St 
Thomas Becket Church, Lewisham. 
Proudly supporting Aid to the Church in 
Need.  Bookings essential: $30 adult / $20 
conc www.trybooking.com/CVMOV 

Keeping You Connected 
The weekly 6.00pm Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes 
is available for viewing, via the link below, from the 
commencement time each Saturday evening, for 
those who are unable to physically join us for our 
Eucharistic celebration.  

26th October 2024, "The 30th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time" ...  https://youtube.com/live/aAzjDCb4Zv4 

SUPPORT DONATIONS  
We really appreciate your continued support.  To 
assist with the proper recording for the second 
collection, please include your envelope number if you 
have one. 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Name 
 
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 
 BSB  067 950 
 Acct No  100005310 
 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
 Reference  Your name and please email 
details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaul
khamhills 

November ~ Month of Holy Souls  
 
 
 
We are now approaching the month of November, 
traditionally the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special 
time when we offer prayers for our deceased loved 
ones and others who have died.  Mass requests are 
placed in our Book of Saints, placed before the Altar 
and our Masses during the month of November are 
offered for these intentions. Please PRINT names 
clearly.  

November Mass Offering Envelopes are available at 
the back of the church. The normal offering for these 
Masses is $20 but please place the amount you can 
manage in the envelope. These offerings will be 
distributed among the priests who will be offering 
Mass for your November intentions. Envelopes may 
be placed on the collection plate, given to the Parish 
Office or given to one of our priests.  

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=49244749&msgid=1794156&act=TAIW&c=905878&pid=2539546&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FCVMOV&cf=18147&v=350c0532a77c3f7e79eafb7981ec730e9a9a0ee416e64f7f788efae3b876975a
https://youtube.com/live/aAzjDCb4Zv4
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 
MET - Worship Serving at the Altar Workshop:  
Back by popular demand! We have decided to repeat 
the 'Back to Basics' Seminar for Acolytes and 
Ministers of the Altar (Senior Servers) who missed 
the last session and those who would like to attend 
again.  
This seminar will occur on Saturday 2 November from 
9:30am to 3pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown. Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 
RSVP by 26 October to 
 hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org or 0488 000 211.  

Children’s Rosary Movement  
A small group of children continues to meet 
with their parents at 3.30pm each Monday 
afternoon to pray “The Rosary” at Our Lady 
of Lourdes. You are very welcome to join us 
each week or on a more casual basis if you 

are unable to make a weekly commitment. 
Petitions to Our Lady can be placed in in the Petition 
Box that is located at the back of the church  
Contact:  Anitamolina@hotmail.com  

 

  
If a member of your family or friend who is Catholic is 
admitted into The Hills Private Hospital, Norwest 
Private 
Hospital or Lakeview Private Hospital Norwest and 
would like to receive Holy Communion or to be visited 
by a Priest, please notify the parish office on 9639 8385 
or email olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
Please Note: The Hospital is unable to make contact 
with a priest directly – the request must come from the 
patient or their family so please let us know if you or a 
family member requires a hospital visitation by a priest 
or minister of communion. 

Pastoral Care Team 

 
“Visitation & Communion to Sick & Homebound” 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills Pastoral Care Team has set 
aside every Thursday and Saturday as Communion to the 
Sick and Housebound days. 
If you or someone you know is housebound and unable 
to attend Mass regularly due to ill health or mobility 
challenges please contact the Parish Office on 9639 0598 
(SM) or 9639 8385 (OLOL) so our Pastoral Care Team can 
arrange regular home visitation on either Thursday or 
Saturday where we will conduct a short Communion 
Service for you. 
Homebound members of the Parish communities need 

to know that their faith community cares for them! 

If you are able to assist with this important ministry 
please speak to Fr Thomas. 

OLOL Pastoral Group Initiative – Arrupe 

~ Jesuit Refugee Service  

 

 

This is an ongoing Pastoral initiative of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, and we are still collecting Personal Hygiene 
items such toiletries, toothbrushes, sanitary pads, 
nappies and other items that may assist those who have 
come as refugees and asylum seekers, to make their new 
home in Australia.  

Arrupe Foodbank 

   The foodbank is always in need of 
   non-perishable items. All we ask is 
   that you place one or two items in 
   your shopping trolley when you do 
   your regular shop. There are still many 
people in need of our continued assistance and support. 
Please leave items in box at back of church. 

 Basmati Rice   Tinned Tomatoes  
 Tuna in Oil   Long Life Milk 
 Cooking Oil   Pasta or Spaghett 

  
  

A life changing opportunity for those  
considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   
The journey begins on 29th October 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   
If you or anyone you know is interested 

please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385  
or Brad 0418 619 510 by 25 October 2023. 

  
Monica & Brad  

  
It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   
Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  
and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
30th Sunday in 
Ordinary time 26th October Saturday Vigil, 6pm Peter Watkins Peter Steele Maureen Steele Robert Muscat 

 27th October Sunday 9.30am Anthony Pope Christine Coxall Kevin Keane Janina Starkey,  
Louise Ryall 

31st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

2nd November Saturday Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Robert Muscat Nathan Colaco Peter Watkins 

 3rd November Sunday 9.30am Ian Starkey  Mariah Di Mauro Bernie Ryall Madeleine Menasse,  
Anne Mitchell 

Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
 are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 

mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org


 

 

POPE FRANCIS – THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE 
 
The Spirit and the Bride. The Holy Spirit guides the people of God towards Jesus our hope.  
10. “The Spirit, gift of God”. The Holy Spirit and the sacrament of marriage 
 
 

In our continuing catechesis on the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church, we now turn to the sacrament of marriage. Within 
the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit is the bond of love between the Father and the Son. As a sacrament of loving union 
between a man and a woman, Christian marriage is a reflection of that eternal relationship between the Divine Persons, 
a mutual self giving that gives rise to profound and enduring joy. Let us ask the Spirit to sustain married couples and 
families in their vocation to be joyful signs of God’s eternal love, Christ’s sacrificial love for the Church and the promise 
of that love to bring lasting peace to our broken world. 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
Last time we explained what we proclaim about the Holy Spirit in the Creed. The reflection of the Church, however, did 
not stop at that brief profession of faith. It continued, both in the East and in the West, by the work of the great Fathers 
and Doctors. Today, in particular, we would like to gather a few crumbs of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit developed in 
the Latin tradition, to see how it enlightens all of Christian life and the sacrament of marriage in particular. 
The main originator of this doctrine is Saint Augustine, who developed the doctrine on the Holy Spirit. He sets out from 
the revelation that “God is love” ( 1 Jn 4:8). Now love presupposes one who loves, one who is beloved and love itself 
that unites them. The Father is, in the Trinity, He who loves, the source and origin of everything; the Son is He who is 
beloved, and the Holy Spirit is the love that unites them.  The God of Christians is therefore a “sole” God, but not solitary; 
His is a unity of communion and love. Along these lines, some have proposed to call the Holy Spirit not the “third-person 
singular” of the Trinity, but rather the “first-person plural”. In other words, He is the We, the divine We of the Father 
and the Son, the bond of unity between different persons, the very principle of the unity of the Church, which is indeed 
a “sole body” resulting from several persons. 
As I said, today I would like to reflect with you in particular on what the Holy Spirit has to say about the family. What 
can the Holy Spirit have to do with marriage, for example? A great deal, perhaps the essential, and I will try to explain 
why! Christian marriage is the sacrament of self-giving, one for the other, of man and woman. This is how the Creator 
intended it when he “So God created man in his own image … male and female he created them” (Gen 1:27). The human 
couple is therefore the first and most elementary realization of the communion of love that is the Trinity. 
Married couples, too, should form a first-person plural, a “we”. Stand before each other as an “I” and a “you”, and stand 
before the rest of the world, including the children, as a “we”. How beautiful it is to hear a mother say to her children: 
“Your father and I...”, as Mary said to Jesus when they found him at the age of twelve in the temple, teaching the Doctors 
(cf. Lk 2:48), and to hear a father say: ‘Your mother and I’, as if they were one. How much children need this unity– 
mother and father together – unity of parents, and how much they suffer when it is lacking! How much the children of 
separated parents suffer, how much they suffer. 
However, to correspond to this vocation, marriage needs the support of He who is the Gift, indeed the quintessential 
giver. Where the Holy Spirit enters, the capacity for self-giving is reborn. Some Fathers of the Latin Church affirmed that, 
as the reciprocal gift of the Father and the Son in the Trinity, the Holy Spirit is also the reason for the joy that reigns 
between them, and they were not afraid, when speaking about it, to use the image of gestures proper to married life, 
such as the kiss and the embrace.   
No-one says that such unity is an easy task, least of all in today’s world; but this is the truth of things as the Creator 
designed them, and it is therefore in their nature. Certainly, it may seem easier and quicker to build on sand than on 
rock; but Jesus tells us what the result is (cf. Mt 7:24-27). In this case, then, we do not even need the parable, because 
the consequences of marriages built on sand are, unfortunately, there for all to see, and it is mainly the children who 
pay the price. Children suffer from the separation or the lack of love of the parents! With regard to so many couples, 
one must repeat what Mary said to Jesus, at Cana in Galilee: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). The Holy Spirit is He who 
continues to perform, on a spiritual level, the miracle that Jesus worked on that occasion; namely, to change the water 
of habit into a new joy of being together. It is not a pious illusion: it is what the Holy Spirit has done in so many marriages, 
when the spouses decided to invoke Him. 
It would not be a bad thing, therefore, if alongside the information of a legal, psychological and moral nature that is 
given in the preparation of engaged couples for marriage, we were to deepen this “spiritual” preparation, the Holy Spirit 
who makes unity. An Italian proverb says, “Never place a finger, never intervene, between husband and wife”. There is 
in fact a “finger” to be placed between husband and wife, the “finger of God”: that is, the Holy Spirit! 
  
 



 
 
 
Diocese of Parramatta News 
 
 

From the Pastoral Plan 2024-2028: Behold, I Am 
With You Always  

“The Holy Spirit guides the Church on its synodal 
journey, ensuring it stays true to the teachings of the 
Gospel of Jesus. The People of God listen together to 
the Word of God in Scripture, the living Tradition of 
the Church and then to each other, to hear the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit which guides our human 
efforts...” (Pg. 10, Pastoral Plan). Learn about how our 
diocese is embracing synodality with our new pastoral 
plan: www.parracatholic.org/synodality.   

MET FaithLIFE Ministry Leaders Short Course: 
Starting 29 October 
Wanting to refresh your skills in ministry? Looking 
or currently involved in ministry with your faith 
community? Curious about learning from the 
experience of an international Catholic movement? 
Sign up now for the 2-session FaithLIFE Ministry 
short course with Young Christian Workers (YCW) 
on Tuesdays 29 OCT + 5 NOV! For more 
information and to registration 
visit https://parracatholic.org/events/faithlife-
ministry or contact met@parracatholic.org 

Diocese of Parramatta Wedding Anniversary Mass: 
27 October   

The annual Diocese of Parramatta Wedding 
Anniversary Mass will be held on Sunday 27 October 
at 11am at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop 
Vincent will celebrate Solemn Mass, followed by a light 
lunch at the Cathedral Hall. All couples celebrating a 
significant wedding anniversary will receive a 
certificate from Bishop Vincent. Please register your 
name, years of marriage and numbers attending by 
visiting parracatholic.org/weddingmass or phone 
0488 000 211 by 20 October. Family and friends are 
welcome.  

Parramatta Street Feast: 13 November   

 On behalf of Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv, you are 
warmly invited to the Parramatta Street Feast 
2024. Come and share a free meal, entertainment and 
company in a spirit of friendship and solidarity: 13 
November 2024, 10:30am – 1:00pm, St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Hall, Parramatta. BE A VOLUNTEER: If you 
would also like to volunteer on the day (e.g., set-up, 
ushering, serving food), please fill out this registration 
form: parracatholic.org/streetfeast  

MET Natural Fertility Instruction Sessions:  

MET Natural Fertility are organising the last instruction 
sessions of 2024 on the Natural Family Planning 
methods offered by the Diocese of Parramatta via 
Zoom. Learn how to chart your cycle, space out 
pregnancies and identify the best time to reach your 
family goals.  

• Sympto-Thermal Method: Tuesday 22 
October at 7.15pm  

• Billings Ovulation Method®: Tuesday 12 
November at 7.15pm  

To book your place or for further information or 
instruction, please contact Catherine 
on catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org or call 0400 
427 605.  

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities   

The next session of face-to-face Mandatory 
Safeguarding Training will be held on Saturday 9 
November at St Margaret Mary’s Parish, Merrylands 
for Modules 4-5. Please register directly for this 
training or for other convenient dates and locations by 
clicking on the training event 
at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=
safeguarding-training. For more information, please 
email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org  

Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend: 9-10 
November  
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged 
Encounter provides you with deeper insights into 
each other and into married life. We give you a 
chance to spend time together to strengthen and 
enrich your relationship. The next Engaged 
Encounter Weekend will be held on 9-11 
November, with future dates in February and May 
2025. For further information and to register, 
visit www.engagedencounter.org.au/    

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal Office 

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, to 
offer advice and assistance regarding marriage 
annulments and dissolution of marriages. Interviews 
are preferably conducted in person with Zoom and 
telephone interviews in special circumstances. Please 
contact the Tribunal Office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org. 

Positions Vacant:  

• Administrative Support, Risk, Governance 
& Compliance – Diocese of Parramatta 
– Applications close 30 October  

• Administration Assistant – Holy Spirit 
Parish, St Clair – Applications close 31 
October.  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 
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