Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153
Telephone 02 9639 8385 = olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

= www.parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

YEAR B

Parish Information

St Michael’s Church
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,

Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm
Weekday Masses

Monday ~ Friday 9.15am

Saturday 9.00am

Our Lady of Lourdes Church
1 Canyon Rd,
Baulkham Hills

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm
Sunday 9.30am

Weekday Masses
Wed - Friday 9.30am

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist
Friday 8.50am
Prior to 9.30am Mass

1st Friday of Month
Mass of Blessing of the Sick

Reconciliation - OLOL
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm

Reconciliation - St Michael’s
Saturday 9.30-10.30am
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm

Baptism
By Appointment
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am

Our Lady of Lourdes Office
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm
Wed - Fri  9.30am - 4.30pm

Parish Priest
Fr Wim Hoekstra

Assistant Priest:
Fr Thomas Bui

Deacons:
Rev. Roque Dias

Parish Secretary
Louise Ryall

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School

Principal

Mr. Steven Haskins

12™ May 2024

12 May 1991, translated from Italian

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

HOMILY OF ST JOHN PAUL Il (EXCERPT)

1. “I came from the Father and came into the world; Now [ leave the world again and go
to the Father” (John 16:28).

They are words pronounced by Christ the day before his passion and death on the Cross
when, in the Cenacle, he took leave of the Apostles. “He showed himself to them alive,
after his passion, with many trials, appearing to them for forty days and speaking to
them about the Kingdom of God” (Acts 1, 3). Today the Church solemnly celebrates the
memory of the Fortieth day, made current in this Liturgy of the Ascension, as the
Responsorial Psalm invited us to proclaim: "God ascends amid acclamations" (Ps 47, 6).

The return of Christ to the Father is described concisely by the sacred authors. “The Lord
Jesus - says Saint Mark - was taken up into heaven and sat at the right hand of God” (Mk
16, 19). In the Acts of the Apostles, the evangelist Saint Luke writes: "He was lifted up
before their (the disciples') eyes and a cloud took him away from their sight" (Acts 1, 9).
In the Old Testament, the cloud was a sign of the presence of God (cf. Ex 13, 21-22; 40,
34-35), given that Jesus Christ, leaving the visible world, is enveloped by this divine
presence. Once his visible existence on earth has ended, the Only Begotten Son made
man lives in the bosom of the Trinity with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Ephesians, in turn, comments on the mystery of the
Ascension in this way: “But what does the word 'ascended' mean, if not that he had first
descended here on earth? He who descended is the same who also ascended above all
the heavens, to fill all things” ( Eph 4, 9-10). Thus the words of the Lord were fulfilled: “I
came from the Father and came into the world; now | leave the world again, and go to
the Father.”

2. In the Ascension, Jesus Christ “ascends” to fill all things: the whole world, all creatures,
the history of man.

In this perspective, the last mandate given by Jesus to the Apostles before returning to
the Father is explained: "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature "
(Mk 16, 15). This is what the Evangelist Saint Mark writes, while in the Acts of the
Apostles, Saint Luke reports: "We are witnesses of all the things he accomplished in the
region of the Jews and in Jerusalem" (Acts 10, 38).

Preaching the Gospel means bearing witness to Christ: to Him who "went about
benefiting and healing" everyone (cf. Acts 10, 38), to Him who was crucified for the sins
of the world, to Him who is risen and lives forever.

The preaching of the Gospel, that is, bearing witness to Christ, is the duty of all those
baptised in the Holy Spirit. Before his departure, the Lord Jesus explicitly underlines this
fact, in ordering the Apostles to wait for the fulfillment of the Father's promise: “John
baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit, not many days from
now. You will have strength from the Holy Spirit who will come upon you and you will
be my witnesses" (Acts 1, 5-8).

The Church, only with the power of the Holy Spirit, can bear witness to Christ. Only thanks
to her power can she effectively preach the Gospel to all creatures.

The Ascension of the Lord is intimately linked to Pentecost, and every year the Church
dedicates the days between one and the other to the Novena of the Holy Spirit, which
began in the Cenacle in Jerusalem. The first to make this Novena were the Apostles
themselves gathered with the Mother of the Lord.

3. Jesus Christ ascended into the highest heaven to fill all things. This fullness of the
created world is accomplished thanks to the power of the Holy Spirit. This work takes
place in the earthly history of men and nations: the Holy Spirit shapes, in an invisible but
real way, what the Apostle Saint Paul calls the Body of Christ, speaking of it in the
following terms: "One body, one spirit , just as there is only one hope to which you have
been called, that of your vocation; one Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God, Father of
all, who is above all, acts through all and is present in all" ( Eph 4:4-6).
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Entrance Antiphon:

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?
This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven
will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

First Reading Acts 11: 1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has
been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with everything
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until
the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his
Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he
had continued to appear to them and tell them about
the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with
them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to
wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘Itis,” he
had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John
baptised with water but you, not many days from now,
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has
the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom
to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times
or dates that the Father has decided by his own
authority, but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout
Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the
earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on,
and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still
staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white
were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you
men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven,
this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you
have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm
Response: God mounts his throne to shouts of
joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R.)

2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)

3. Godis king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)

Second Reading Ephesians 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him.
May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you
can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich
glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how
infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for
us believers. This you can tell from the strength of his
power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him
from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand,
in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority,
Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be
named, not only in this age, but also in the age to
come. He has put all things under his feet, and made
him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the
Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
the whole creation.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go and teach all people my gospel.

I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 16:15-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

The Lord Jesus was taken into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God.

Jesus showed himself
to the Eleven and said
to them, ‘Go out to
the whole world;
proclaim the Good
News to all creation.
He who believes and
is baptised is saved;
he who does not
believe will be condemned. These are the signs that
will be associated with believers: in my name they will
cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues; they
will pick up snakes in their hands, and be unharmed
should they drink deadly poison; they will lay their
hands on the sick, who will recover.’
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And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them,
was taken up into heaven: there at the right hand of
God he took his place, while they, going out, preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and
confirming the word by the signs that accompanied it.

Communion Antiphon

Behold, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.



REFLECTION FOR THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD ~ YEAR B
Julian McDonald CFC AO

“The Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. But they went forth and
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs.”
Mark 16: 15-20

“..you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1: 1-11

The four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles together give us an insight into the heavy weather the Apostles
made of the commission Jesus had given them to take his message to the world. The impression we are given of
them is not a particularly flattering one. In fact, the New Testament biographers of these close followers of Jesus,
of these men whom Jesus had personally selected, levelled damning criticism at them for their slow wits and their
empty-headedness. We, together with the four Evangelists, can all find reasons to be critical of the Apostles and
to magnify their inadequacies. We can also muster some sympathy for them as they tried to face a future which
they imagined could be truly daunting. But we might also wonder if they were too dull to appreciate just how
difficult a life spent following their master might be. | find myself sometimes wondering if Jesus was so exasperated
by their inability to grasp what he was inviting them to undertake that he decided that the best way to give them
a reality-check might be to give them time and space to stew in their own juice or, to mix the metaphors, to
pressure them to take time to ponder the depth of their stupidity and to sit in their own self-inflicted confusion
about what he had invited them to undertake. That might partly explain the length of time they spent in the
“Upper Room” waiting for the Holy Spirit to rescue them.

The very last request that the Apostles put to Jesus on the day he left them to return to his Father was for details
of the day on which they would be appointed to positions of fame and glory: “Lord, has the time come? Are you
going to restore the kingdom to Israel? (Acts 1: 6) That was a far cry from the kingdom of God he had invited them
to proclaim to a world in need. Perhaps their thinking in the direction of Israel’s being rejuvenated and restored
as a political power and their seeing themselves as beneficiaries was triggered by the urging Jesus gave them to
remain in Jerusalem in anticipation of receiving “what the Father had promised”. (Acts 1: 4) The infusion of God’s
Spirit filling them with inspiration and energising them to proclaim the kingdom of God was not something high
on their list of expectations.

To their credit, they finally grasped what Jesus had patiently and perseveringly tried to teach them, and they
translated into missionary action what they had finally come to learn. Such was the influence of God’s Spirit on
them as a group.

In putting our focus on those first followers of Jesus and their inability to grasp what he was asking of them, we
can be drawn into being mere observers of the events linked to his Ascension and forgetting that his invitation to
the Apostles to be witnesses to him and his message to the world is also an invitation to us to be his witnesses to
the world of 2024. God’s Spirit is alive and active in the lives of everyone we encounter and in the ordinary events
of every day. In order to recognise and respond to God’s Spirit, we might do well to stop and ponder how we can
be inclined to turn a deaf ear or a blind eye to the promptings of God’s Spirit. We, too, might do well to take time
to ponder our own self-inflicted confusion and our reluctance to witness to the Gospel of Jesus through reaching
out to our world with compassion, encouragement, tolerance and forgiveness. The Ascension signals the passing
of the baton of mission and ministry from Jesus to his Apostles and from them to us.

A reflection attributed to St Teresa of Avila fittingly captures for us what it means here and now to accept the
invitation of Jesus to be his witnesses to everyone we encounter:

Christ has no body now but yours,

No hands, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which he looks

Compassion on this world,

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,

Yours are the eyes, you are his body.

Christ has no body now but yours,

There is a traditional Quaker story that tells of a woman who found her way into a Quaker congregation gathered in
prayer. After a few minutes sitting beside the man in the seat next to her, she whispered: “When does the service
begin?” He quietly replied: “As soon as the meeting is over!”

Ascension announces: Let the service begin. There’s nothing to be achieved by simply standing dumbfounded, looking
up at the sky!



Prayer Requests
-

Please remember in your prayers the
relatives and friends of our Parish
Communities for whom prayers have
been requested:

Recently Deceased: Yolanda Roxas, Allan Passmore,
Anniversary: John James Shanahan, Betty June
Shanahan, Norah Marie Shanahan, Ashley Brooke
Lehmann

Remembrance: Leo Pipino

Our sick relatives & friends

Greg Brown, Marie Jex, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan
(Geoff Forder’s granddaughter), Benett Perera, Lisa
Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child)
Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche,
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki,
Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, Peter Campbell,
Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo
Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba
Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who areill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Fucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
)\_n/,' takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
Ik Church each Friday morning prior to
A the 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration

Adoration commences at 8.50am.
Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?
F If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant
L please speak to Father or the Acolyte
-~ .
‘ before Mass and go to the priest
celebrating Mass to receive

Communion.

Keeping You Connected

The following link will take you to the live-streaming
of the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church:

The weekly Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via
this link, from the commencement time each
Saturday evening, for those who are unable to
physically join us:

11th May 2024, "The Ascension Of The Lord"
... https://youtube.com/live/yaAfkcWT8dU

WEEKDAY MASS AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Weekday Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church will
return to our normal celebrations this week as we
warmly welcome Fr Thomas Bui to our Parish of
Baulkham Hills, as Assistant Priest.

Mass each Friday, Saturday & Sunday and will
continue to be celebrated as usual.
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Mothers have the power to raise their children truly as
God’s children, just as Mary raised Jesus. Today, as
we celebrate Mother’s Day, and all days we give
thanks and praise to God for the gift of mothers, both
young and old.

We pray for young mothers, who give life and tend to
their children’s every need: May they be blessed with
patience and tenderness to care for their families and
themselves with great joy.

We pray for mothers who have lost a child and not
experienced the loving rewards of motherhood: May
they find comfort & joy in the sharing of their
motherly love with others.

We pray for our own mothers who have nurtured and
cared for us: May they continue to guide us in strong
and gentle ways.

We remember mothers who are separated from their
children through estrangement, death, war, poverty or
conflict: May they feel the loving embrace of our God
who wipes every tear away.

We pray for women who are not mothers but still love
and shape us with motherly care and compassion.

We remember mothers, grandmothers, and great-
grandmothers who are no longer with us but who live
in our memory and nourish us with their love.

Lord, we thank you for the wondrous gift of
motherhood and ask you to bless all mothers as they
follow the humble example of your dear mother,
Mary.

Amen
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| Catholic Women’s League

Catholic Women's League will
meet this Friday, 17t" May at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Centre at 10.00am or following
9.30am Parish Mass. New

I members are always welcome.

Year 1 Family Mass — Sunday 19*" May
.{(\ T Next Sunday, 19" May, Pentecost
“~ %‘ Sunday, we warmly welcome our Year
1 deg 1 families from OLOL Primary School
ij who will be joining us for Sunday Mass.
¥ XPPL This is a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the many gifts these families bring to our
parish community. Please introduce yourself to them,
make them welcome and join us for morning teain the

Parish Centre following our Mass.



PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY
On behalf of the Parish Community and Parish Team, may | wish all mothers a very happy Mother’s day.

THIS WEEK
We welcome Fr Thomas Bui as our new Assistant Priest to our Parish this weekend. | hope you will make
him very welcome. There’ll be a little biography about Fr Thomas in next week’s bulletin.

We thank Fr Kevin Walsh, Fr Bob Anderson and Fr Philip Alesin for helping us out over the last few weeks.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Our first Pastoral Council meeting will be held this Thursday at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Meeting Room.

Thank you to Anthony Martinez, Chris Worthington, David Ison, Janina Starkey, Jess Banayos, Louise Ryall,
Maria Harrison, Nicholas Redden, Ninad D’Lima, and Richard McGuiness who have accepted to serve as
inaugural members of the Council.

Ex-officio members are Fr Thomas, Deacon Roque, Tracy Hoey (Principal, St Michael’s) and Steve Haskins
(Principal, Our Lady of Lourdes) and myself.

Please pray for the success of the work of the Council.
DIOCESAN PASTORAL PLAN - THINK TANK MEETINGS

The first draft of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan, flowing from last year’s Synod, has now been released and can
be viewed via this link here.

The draft reminds us of the six themes endorsed by last year’s Synod, and after a development of the theme,
recalls the Synod resolutions. The Diocesan response to these resolutions follows, and then the local
community is invited to respond to the resolutions, guided by reflection and discernment questions.

We've set the following dates as opportunities for you to attend any or all of these Think Tank meetings.

e Mon 20 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm (St Michael’s - Downey Room)
e Thu 23 May —7.30pm to 9.30pm (OLOL — Parish Meeting Room)
e Sat 25 May — 11.00am to 1.00pm (St Michael’s, Downey Room)

e Wed 12 Jun-10.00am to 12noon (St Michael’s, Downey Room)

Registration via this link or the QR code will help us to plan for the session, but you are
welcome to turn up if you are unable to register online. Alternatively ring the office — 9639
0598 (St Michaels) or 9639 8385 (OLOL).

We encourage all parishioners to read the draft Pastoral Plan, but to assist in preparation
for the Think Tank Meetings, over the next two weeks we will be providing the discernment questions in
the bulletin, so that you can reflect on how our parish and you can respond to the themes.

MASS LINK FOR THE SOLEMNITY OFTHE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
The Mass link for the Solemnity of the Ascension is ... https://youtube.com/live/yaAfkcWT8dU. Please
copy the link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.



https://parracatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-April-Draft-Diocesan-Plan-for-a-Synodal-Church-1.pdf
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CELEBRATE LAUDATO SI’ WEEK: SEEDS OF HOPE (16-24 MAY)

Are you ready to sow “Seeds of Hope”? Join the Catholic Church around Australia and worldwide in
celebrating Laudato Si’ Week: 16 to 24 May 2024. This annual commemoration of Pope Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si’ encourages us to care more deeply for God’s creation. You can find useful resources at
https://linktr.ee/met.pje

DIOCESAN PENTECOST SCRIPTURE REFLECTION EVENING: 15 MAY

What does the Holy Spirit look like in your life? How can Scripture stretch our imagination
when it comes to Pentecost and the Holy Spirit? Register for the Diocesan Pentecost
Scripture Reflection Evening with Dr Michele Connolly rsj on Wednesday 15 May 2024 —
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SCAN ME 6:30PM to 8:30pm. It is being held at the Bede Heather Centre , 1-5 Marion Street,

Blacktown, about 15 minutes’ drive. RSVP via QR or get in touch with the team via
met@parracatholic.org

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST: MINISTRY TO THE SICK IN HOSPITALS

Are you interested in bringing Communion to the Sick in the Hospitals of the Diocese? You will receive
formation and information necessary for this ministry. Note you will not be required to do this every week
but will be placed on a roster. For more information, please contact
bernard.ellis@catholiccarewsbm.org.au by 15 June 2024.

POPE FRANCIS — TEACHING ON VICES AND VIRTUES
These are suspended for two weeks, while we provide the draft Diocesan Pastoral Plan’s discernment
questions for reflection.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Bob Pankhurst, Charles Simpson, Baby Sophia Gafa

Anniversaries: Michael McKenna, Chris Galea, Frank Grech, Bill Dokter

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhambhills
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Children’s Rosary Movement OLOL Pastoral Group Initiative — Arrupe

A group of children and their parents meet Jesuit Refugee Service

= each Monday at 3.30pm in Our Lady of
g Lourdes Church to continue the practice of
- : praying the Rosary. As the children and their
parents gather they focus on the intentions of their ¢
families and the wider Parish community praying this

* beautiful prayer for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin This is an ongoing Pastoral initiative of Our Lady of
Mary, at Our Lady of Lourdes. : Lourdes, and we are still collecting Personal Hygiene
Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving to Our Lady can be items such toiletries, toothbrushes, sanitary pads,
placed in in the Petition Box that is located at the back nappies and other items that may assist those who
of the church and the children will pray for these ‘ have come as refugees and asylum seekers, to make
|ntent|ons each time they meet. their new home in Australia.

Arrupe Foodbank
SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To
assist with the proper recording for the second
collection, please include your envelope number if
you have one. when you do your regular shop. There are
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the still many people in need of our continued
priests assistance and support.

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265

Account Name Diocesan Clergy

Reference 6001 your name
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Basmati Rice Tinned Tomatoes
Collection — for support of the Parish Tuna in Oil Long Life Milk

BSB 067 950 Cooking Oil Pasta or Spaghetti

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

The foodbank is always in need of non-
perishable items. All we ask is that you place
one or two items in your shopping trolley

JRS is most grateful for all donations they receive, and
it is most helpful assist with the difficult situation for
those in dire need.

This is a list of staple goods that the centre’s clients
need on a regular basis — no matter what time of

Reference Envelope Number or Your year.
Name
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation : 2 Diocesan Pentecost Scripture
BSB 067950 1 Reflection Evening: 15™" May
Acct No 100005310 ﬁ:{ What does the Holy Spirit look like in your
Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno - . life? How can Scripture stretch our

Reference Your name and please imagination when comes to Pentecost and the
email details to Holy Spirit? Register for the Diocesan
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Pentecost Scripture Reflection Evening with Dr
Michele Connolly rsj on Wednesday 15 May
2024 - 6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP via QR or get
in touch with the team via
met@parracatholic.org

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhambhills

SCAN ME

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
:cr:ee Iisrcdensmn @ 11t May saturday Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Nathan Colaco Colette Rajan Maureen Steele
12t May Sunday 9.30am Anthony Pope | Nicole Christoy | Janina Starkey Kay Bull, Louise Ryall

Pentecost Sunday ‘ 18t May Saturday Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Zelda Booth Paul Lewis Robert Muscat

Janina Starkey,

‘ 19 May Sunday 9.30am lan Starkey Helen Thomas Christine Coxall Marlene Murrow

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

Think Tank Sessions

Dear friends,

As the Diocese of Parramatta continues to journey toward a more Synodal Church, your
experience, insights, and leadership are vital to shaping our path forward.

As an active member of our community, we are excited to invite you to participate in our
upcoming local Think Tank session.

We've set the following dates as opportunities for you to attend any or all of these Think
Tank meetings.

e Mon 20 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm (St Michael’s - Downey Room)
e Thu 23 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm (OLOL — Parish Meeting Room)
e Sat 25 May —11.00am to 1.00pm (St Michael’s, Downey Room)

e Wed 12 Jun —10.00am to 12noon (St Michael’s, Downey Room)

Your contributions at this Think Tank session play an integral part of developing the
‘Diocesan Plan for a Synodal Church’, which is currently in its draft form.

This Think Tank session will serve as a platform to engage in deep, thoughtful dialogue
about our diocese's future.

In preparation for the Think Tank session, we need you to read the Draft of the Diocesan
Plan for a Synodal Church, which can be accessed at parracatholic.org/synod.

We have attached a copy of the resolutions from that Synod, which will form the basis of
our local input.

We encourage you to bring along one other person to the session —another parishioner you
see potential in. This is a wonderful opportunity to mentor and build up new leaders within
our community.

What to Expect:
e Collaborative discussion on challenges and opportunities in mission.
e An opportunity to contribute your insights and ideas directly.

e Deepening communion with other leaders and members of our community.

Please register using this link or QR code.

If you have any questions or need further information, feel free to contact us.

We look forward to your participation and are eager to see the impact of
your contributions.

Thank you very much for considering this request,
Fr Wim

Fr Wim Hoekstra
Parish Priest,
Parish of Baulkham Hills

Incorporating St Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes Communities


http://parracatholic.org/synod
https://forms.gle/toiWw1Kp5Y1BMSi79

As mentioned above, we are providing the discernment questions in the bulletin, along with a quite from
the Plan, so that you can reflect on how our Parish, and you can respond to the themes.

Please look at the full document via this link here.

“In the Church, no one is left out or left over. There is room for everyone. Just the way we are. Everyone.
Jesus says this clearly. When he sends the apostles to invite people to the banquet which a man had
prepared, he tells them: “Go out and bring in everyone”, young and old, healthy and infirm, righteous
and sinners. Everyone, everyone, everyone! In the Church there is room for everyone.... That is the
Church, the Mother of all. There is room for everyone. The Lord does not point a finger but opens his

arms.”

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1.

How can our faith community better understand and meet the needs of those who may feel
excluded? What steps can we take to actively seek their participation and listen to their voices?

What are some concrete actions our faith community can take to better welcome and include
allindividuals, especially those who have historically felt marginalised or unwelcome?

Reflect on the unique gifts and talents within our faith community. How can we better identify,
celebrate, and utilise these for the purpose of building a more inclusive and welcoming church?

In what practical ways can we encourage and facilitate more meaningful connections among
community members, particularly between those of diverse backgrounds or life situations?
How can these connections strengthen our communal faith and witness to the broader society?

“We are all sinners, we have all sinned... “The church is not a community of perfect people, but of
disciples on a journey, who follow the Lord because they know they are sinners and in need of his
pardon. Thus, Christian life is a school of humility which opens us to grace”.

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1.

How can our community learn to talk about the pervasive nature of violence and understand it
as an abuse of power in any situation, including the family, the church and the workplace?

How can we engage in deep listening and meaningful dialogue with local First Nations People
and participate in the Diocesan Reconciliation Plan?

How do we understand our baptismal call to be missionary disciples - as a local faith
community and in partnership with other local groups? What education and formation do we
need?

“It is only by paying attention to whom we listen, to what we listen, and to how we listen that we can
grow in the art of communicating, the heart of which is not a theory or a technique, but the “openness of
heart that makes closeness possible”.

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1.

How can our community listen to the voices of young people as we define meaningful ways for
them to contribute to our liturgical and pastoral life?

How can we work collaboratively with local First Nations Peoples and civic organisations such
as local councils to discern place-based responses to the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor?

How can we work to create culturally safe spaces for all, and what education and formation do
we need?


https://parracatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-April-Draft-Diocesan-Plan-for-a-Synodal-Church-1.pdf

As mentioned above, we are providing the discernment questions in the bulletin, along with a quite from the
Plan, so that you can reflect on how our parish, and you can respond to the themes.

Please look at the full document via this link here.

‘For it is the liturgy through which, especially in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, “the work of our
redemption is accomplished,” and it is through the liturgy, especially, that the faithful are enabled to express
in their lives and manifest to others the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church’

Local community reflection and discernment questions:
1. How can we open our formation opportunities to include other members of the Church?

2. How can we develop and promote liturgical opportunities and ‘spaces’ for the expression of faith
that are more open and inclusive, reflecting the rich cultural diversity of the community?

3.  What skills and interests exist in our community that could enhance our celebration and prayer?
What formation is needed to support this?

4. How can clergy and lay leaders construct and deliver homilies and public addresses that better
respond to the minds and hearts and circumstances of the people to whom they minister?

5. How can parents be better supported, especially with formation opportunities dedicated to them, in
their roles as the first educators of their children?

“We cannot be indifferent to suffering; we cannot allow anyone to go through life as an outcast. Instead, we
should feel indignant, challenged to emerge from our comfortable isolation and to be changed by our contact
with human suffering. That is the meaning of dignity”

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1. To deny dignity or lack respect is implicitly violent. How do we make connections between our (often
unconscious) attitudes and behaviours and the continuing impact of violence towards ourselves and
towards others? What formation do we need if we are to act justly, walk humbly and bring peace?

2. What needs are invisible to us in our community? How do we respond to the realities and needs of
those around us? Are we tempted to blame others for their misfortune, e.g. refugees, single
mothers?

3. What assistance do we need to identify the greatest needs in our community and so elucidate the
assessment of pastoral priorities at the local level?

St Oscar Romero said: "... wherever there is someone who has been baptised, that is where the church is.
There is a prophet there. Let us not hide the talent that God gave us on the day of our baptism and let us truly
live the beauty and responsibility of being a prophetic people.”

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1. When we talk about walking together, how do we balance the need to ‘serve’ Catholics but at the
same time be open to other Christians and those of other faiths?

2. How can we work more effectively across ministries and agencies in the Diocese, especially Schools
and Parishes, acknowledging the need for careful financial independence?

3. How can we better support lay leadership roles in our local communities and the diocese?

4. How can the structures of our local communities better allow for full and active participation of all
the people of God now into the future. Acknowledging that this will also need to be extended to the
Deanery and Diocesan levels.

5. A Synodal Church cannot exist when unilateral decisions are made without adequate communal
consultation and discernment, regardless of who is making the decision. What structures in the local
community and training will be necessary to enhance communal decision making for a synodal
church?


https://parracatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-April-Draft-Diocesan-Plan-for-a-Synodal-Church-1.pdf

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima Procession 2024

Dear friends,

The Feast of Our Lady of Fatima Procession is a chance for thousands of young Catholics to
know they are not alone, as they experience the strength, warmth and connection between the
faithful youth of Sydney.

We warmly welcome you to join us on 11 May for a Vigil Mass at 6 pm at St Mary’s Cathedral,
followed by this candle-lit Procession around the Cathedral forecourt as we bear witness to the
beauty and richness of devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.

Bring your families, friends and faithful to pray and process together!

For more information, follow the link below:

Saturday, 11 May 2024
£ e Bz

:’ Schools
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THEME: Laudato Si' Week: Seeds of Hope

Monday 20* May 2024
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

St Finbar’s Catholic Parish
Parish Hall
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook

To register please click on the link provided in the description.
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF

MARY

MACKILLOP
PILGRIMAGE

15th-26th
October 2024

JOIN US on the official Pilgrimage created

and led by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of
the Sacred Heart for the last 28 years.
An all inclusive 12 day organised pilgrimage
to sacred sites in VIC, SA & NSW.

FIND OUT MORE PHONE: (02) 8912 4818
OR EMAIL:national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au
OR www.marymackillopplace.org.au

m IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF

MARY MACKILLOP PLACE MACKILLOP
OUT OF THE &A«w\uﬁ
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Numbers
Limited




HOMEBOY INDUSTRIES,

Radical Kinship | 12th & 13th | St Joseph’s Centre
Catholic Social Services, October Baulkham Hills
Prison Ministry,

Aged Care/Hospital Chaplaincy,

Pastoral Associates,

Pastoral Workers

Boundless Compassion: | 14th October | St Joseph’s Centre
A Mission to Serve Baulkham Hills

Secondary School Students

0412 850 883
info@gpbs.com.au

www.gpbs.com.au




	Year 1 Family Mass – Sunday 19th May
	Children’s Rosary Movement

