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Parish Information

St Michael’s Church
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,

Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm
Weekday Masses

Monday ~ Friday 9.15am

Saturday 9.00am

Our Lady of Lourdes Church
1 Canyon Rd,

Baulkham Hills

Saturday Vigil 6.00pm

Sunday 9.30am

Weekday Masses
Wed - Friday 9.30am

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist
Friday 8.50am
Prior to 9.30am Mass

1st Friday of Month
Mass of Blessing of the Sick

Reconciliation - OLOL
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm

Reconciliation - St Michael’s
Saturday 9.30-10.30am
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm

Baptism
By Appointment
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am

Our Lady of Lourdes Office

Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm
Wed - Fri  9.30am - 4.30pm

Parish Priest
Fr Wim Hoekstra

Assistant Priest:
Fr Thomas Bui

Deacons:
Rev. Roque Dias

Parish Secretary
Louise Ryall

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School
Principal
Mr. Steven Haskins

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 5™ May 2024

A Reflection by Pope Francis LOVE ONE ANOTHER

During this Easter season, the Word of God
continues to point out to us the styles of life
that are consistent with being the
community of the Risen One. Among these,
today’s Gospel presents us with Jesus’
instructions: “abide in my love” (Jn 15:9): to
abide in Jesus’ love. To live in the flow of
God’s love, to take up permanent residence
there, is the condition to ensure that our love
does not lose its ardour and boldness along
the way. Like Jesus and in him, we too must welcome with gratitude the love that
comes from the Father and abide in this love, trying to avoid being separated from
it by egoism and sin. It is a demanding project but it is not impossible.

First and foremost, it is important to realize that Christ’s love is not a superficial
feeling, no; it is a fundamental attitude of the heart which is manifested in living as
he wishes. In fact, Jesus states: “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love” (v.
10). Love is fulfilled in everyday life, in attitudes, in deeds. Otherwise, it is only
something illusory. They are words, words, words: that is not love. Love is concrete,
every day. Jesus asks us to follow his commandments, which are summarized in the
following: “that you love one another as | have loved you” (v. 12).

How can this love which the Risen Lord gives us be shared with others? Jesus has
many times pointed out to us who the “other” to love is, not with words but with
actions. It is the person | encounter on the street and who, with his face and his
story, challenges me; it is the one who, with his very presence, compels me to leave
my interests and my certainties behind; it is he who awaits my willingness to listen
and to walk a stretch of road together. Openness towards each brother and sister,
whoever they may be and whatever their situation, beginning with those who are
close to me in the family, in the community, at work, at school.... In this way, if |
remain united to Jesus, his love can reach the other and draw him to it, to His
friendship.

And this love for the other cannot be reserved for exceptional moments, but must
be constant in our lives. That is why we are called, for example, to safeguard the
elderly like a precious treasure and with love even if they cause economic difficulties
and inconveniences, but we must safeguard them. This is why we must give all the
assistance possible to the sick, even in the final stages. This is why unborn children
are always to be welcomed; this is why, ultimately, life is always to be protected and
loved, from conception to its natural end. And this is love.

We are loved by God in Jesus Christ who asks us to love one another as he loves us.
But we cannot do this if we do not have his same Heart within us. The Eucharist, in
which we are called to participate every Sunday, has the aim of forming the Heart
of Christ within us, so that our entire life may be guided by his generous attitudes.

May the Virgin Mary help us to remain in Jesus’ love and to grow in our love towards
all, especially the weakest, so as to correspond fully to our Christian vocation.


mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.ololbhs.org.au/

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Entrance Antiphon:

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of the earth:

The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

First Reading Acts 10:25-26, 34-35. 44-48
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the
gentiles also.

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to
meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated himself.
But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘Il am
only a man after allV

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth | have now
come to realise’ he said, ‘is that God does not have
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who
fears God and does what is right is acceptable to
him.’

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came
down on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had
accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift
of the Holy Spirit should be poured out on the
pagans too, since they could hear them speaking
strange languages and proclaiming the greatness of
God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse
the water of baptism to these people, now they
have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we
have?’ He then gave orders for them to be baptised
in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged
him to stay on for some days.

Responsorial Psalm
Response: The Lord has revealed to the
nations his saving power.

1. Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation. (R.)

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. (R.)

3. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
ring out your joy. (R.)
Second Reading 1John 4:7-10
A reading from the first letter of St John
God is love.

My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God

and everyone who loves is begotten by God and
knows God.

Anyone who fails to love can never have known
God,

because God is love.

God’s love for us was revealed

when God sent into the world his only Son

so that we could have life through him;

this is the love | mean:

not our love for God,

but God’s love for us when he sent his Son

to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them and we will come to
them. Alleluia!

Gospel John 15:9-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

No one can have greater love than to lay down his
life for his friends.
Jesus said to his disciples:

‘As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you.
Remain in my love.

If you keep my commandments you will remain
in my love, just as | have kept my Father's
commandments and remain in his love.

| have told you this so that my own joy may be in
you and your joy be complete.

This is my commandment:

love one another, as | have loved you.

A man can have no greater love

than to lay down his life for his friends.

You are my friends,

if you do what | command you,

I shall not call you servants any more,

because a servant does not know

his master’s business;

| call you friends,

because | have made known to you

everything | have learnt from my Father.

You did not choose me, no, | chose you;

and | commissioned you to go out and to bear
fruit, fruit that will last;

and then the Father will give you

anything you ask him in my name.

What | command you is to love one another.’

Communion Antiphon

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the
Lord, and | will ask the Father and he will send you
another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever,
alleluia.



REFLECTION FOR SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ YEAR B
Julian McDonald CFC AO

“Let us love one another since love comes from God and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, because God is love.” 1John 4:7-10

“This is my commandment: Love one another as | have loved you.” John 15: 9-17

There are some things about us to which we Christians give unwavering assent. For instance, we are convinced that we
are made “in the image of God” (cf Genesis 1: 26-27). The corollary of that is that we know that, like God, we are good,
loving, free and creative. We know, too, in the depths of our being, that we have been created out of love for love. We
know that the love between the parents who conceived us, nurtured us and educated us reflected God’s love and we
know that we would be less than human if we failed to express the love planted deep within us. Nobody lectures us on
how to love. We learned it by osmosis from the way in which those close to us expressed the love in their hearts. It was
modelled to us unconsciously as they launched into living their lives lovingly.

We might, then, find ourselves wondering why we hear John, in today’s second reading, asserting something we already
know: “My dear friends, let us love one another because love comes from God, and everyone who loves is a child of
God and knows God” (1 John 4: 7). But let’s not jump to the conclusion that John is telling his community and us what
they and we already know. Look again at what | have highlighted in bold print. John says that everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God; not just members of John’s community, not just Christians, but everyone who loves! We
don’t have a monopoly on God, neither do we have a monopoly on love. Moreover, if we dare to be honest, we will
acknowledge that there are times when we struggle to love even one other person. Despite all our efforts to reach out
in love to everyone we know and encounter, we realise that our loving will never mirror the love God has for each of
us.

But let’s not think that John is trying to discourage us. In this same reading, he proceeds to remind us that God took
the initiative of first loving us into life and then reaching out in love to us in the person of Jesus, who lived and died for
us. God’s love for us in unconditional, unrelenting and freely given. We cannot earn God'’s love.

As we go about our lives, we encounter others by design and by choice, and end up bumbling and tumbling into love
with some of them. It’s a rare experience for us, | suspect, to say to ourselves that we are going to set about loving this
person or that one to death. If, from the outset, we think of love as a Christian duty, it will all come down around our
ears. To love another person involves initiative and positive choice on our part. It calls for patience and tolerance, and
requires open, honest communication, allowing no room for harbouring personal secrets. The same applies to our love
for God. Our conversations with God are a contradiction if we try to make them anything other than open and honest.
So, too, our conversations with those whom we say we love. Appreciating love in this way led Victor Hugo to assert:
“To love another person is to see the face of God!” (Les Miserables)

While today’s gospel-reading spells out in detail the way in which God’s love for humankind was expressed in the life
and love of Jesus, the first reading from Acts complements the second reading from John’s First Letter in that it stops
Peter in his tracks, demonstrating to him that God is present and active in the lives of gentiles, whom Peter thought he
was going to lead out of ignorance. This first reading from Acts is an account of how Peter’s plans to convert the gentile
world to Jesus were cut short by Cornelius, a Roman pagan, in whom God’s Spirit was well and truly alive. Describe it
as coincidence, providence-in-action, match-making or whatever you will, Cornelius, in an angelic vision and Peter,
through a dream, were organised to come together in a meeting pre-arranged by God’s Spirit. Peter, totally obedient
to the Jewish purification laws which forbade the eating of unclean or contaminated food, had been dreaming about
eating the defiled foods on which gentiles were accustomed to feast. He awoke from his dream to be greeted by
servants of the gentile Cornelius who were inviting him to accompany them to their master’s house in Caesarea. Peter
saw in this invitation an opportunity to make new catechumens, so he willingly accepted it. He arrived at the house of
Cornelius and, after being made welcome, was launching into his prepared speech when he was stopped short at the
sight of God’s Spirit descending on Cornelius and his whole household. Peter was astute enough to appreciate that he
had made the long trip to Caesarea not to enlighten the pagans he expected to find there, but to discover that God'’s
Spirit had already been at work ahead of him. Peter found something beyond his wildest imagination: that the God in
whom he believed was already alive and active in the gentile world.

Implicit in that experience is a message that God can work effectively wherever God chooses and that God will not be
contained by cultural and religious categories and prejudices. Peter had been alerted to this in the dream he had
experienced when he heard a voice warning him that the food on which gentiles dined was not unclean: “What God
has made clean, you have no right to call profane.” (Acts 10: 15) The message for all of us is abundantly clear: God’s
self and God’s love can be revealed in every culture and faith-tradition. The challenge for each of us is to accept that
none of us can claim ownership of God, that we have to be big enough to rise above our prejudices, personal and
religious, and to be open to encountering God in everyone we meet, despite his or her culture, religious faith, ethnicity
and sexual orientation. God’s love is reflected wherever and in whomever love abides. Love works only when it is
welcomed, Are we able to risk the welcoming?



Prayer Requests

Please remember in your prayers the
relatives and friends of our Parish
Communities for whom prayers have
been requested:

Recently Deceased: Yolanda Roxas, Allan Passmore,
Anniversary: John James Shanahan, Betty June
Shanahan, Norah Marie Shanahan, Ashley Beooke
Lehmann

Remembrance: Leo Pipino

Our sick relatives & friends

Greg Brown, Marie Jex, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan
(Geoff Forder’s granddaughter), Benett Perera, Lisa
Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child)
Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche,
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki,
Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, Peter Campbell,
Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo
Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba
Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who are ill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church each Friday morning prior to
the 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration
Adbsation commences at 8.50am.

I:UL' pris(i\'
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< Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?
- If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant
please speak to Father or the Acolyte

before Mass and go to the priest
celebrating Mass to receive Communion.

Children’s Rosary Movement

A group of children and their parents meet
each Monday at 3.30pm in Our Lady of
Lourdes Church to continue the practice of
praying the Rosary. As the children and their
parents gather, they focus on the intentions
of thelr famllles and the wider Parish community praying
this beautiful prayer for the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, at Our Lady of Lourdes .

3 N Sacrament of Confirmation

O The Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the
_~ Sacrament of Confirmation will be
conferred on the children of Our Lady

of Lourdes & St Michael’s in June this year.

The children have this week commenced their
preparation for this Sacrament, as they are guided by
Fr Wim and their parents, through the richness of our
Catholic Faith and Teachings.

Please keep these children and their families in your
prayers at they prepare to receive this Sacrament.

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities
More training opportunities for Mandatory
Safeguarding Training will be available throughout
May. Please register directly for this training or for
other convenient dates and locations by clicking on the
training event at:
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safe
guarding-training

For more information, please email:

safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

The following link will take you to the live-streaming
of the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church:

The weekly Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via
this link, from the commencement time each
Saturday evening, for those who are unable to
physically join us:

4th May 2024, "The Sixth Sunday of Easter"
. https://youtube.com/live/cCeegOFYS8A

WEEKDAY MASS AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES

Weekday Mass will not be celebrated at Our Lady
of Lourdes on the following days this week:

o Wednesday 8t May

. Thursday 9th May

Fr Thomas Bui will arrive in the Parish later this
week.

Mass each Friday, Saturday & Sunday and will
continue to be celebrated as usual.

Would you like to help ?
“Visitation & Communion to
\ / Sick & Homebound”
Our priests need our help and we
would like to encourage you to
help in this important pastoral mission of visitation
and communion to parishioners who are unable to

join us at our Parish worship, most importantly those
who are alone & housebound.

They need to know that their faith community
cares for them! For this we need your help!
Please speak to Fr Wim or contact the Parish Office
on 9639 8385 or olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Parish Think Tank Sessions

The people of God in the Diocese of Parramatta are
invited to contribute to the development of our
‘Diocesan Plan for a Synodal Church’.

Diocesan Think Tank sessions will supplement local
sessions, focusing on one of the six Synod themes to
ensure comprehensive community input.

Everyone is welcome to a Parish Think Tank Session
to be held at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre:

Thursday 23rd May (7:30pm — 9.30pm)

See Fr Wim’s Parish Notes for further Parish
sessions to be held at St Michael’s.
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PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

THIS WEEK
We welcome again Fr Kevin Walsh who will be celebrating the Saturday night, 8am and 10am on Sunday morning
Masses at St Michael’s.

We also look forward to the coming of Fr Thomas who returns from his annual leave in Vietnam later this week.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL PLAN - THINK TANK MEETINGS
The first draft of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan, flowing from last year’s Synod, has now been released and can
be viewed via this link here.

The draft reminds us of the six themes endorsed by last year’s Synod, and after a development of the theme,
recalls the Synod resolutions. The Diocesan response to these resolutions follows, and then the local
community is invited to respond to the theme, guided by reflection and discernment questions.

Parishes are being encouraged to hold Think Tank sessions throughout the month of May to reflect on these
discernment questions. Targeting members of the Pastoral Council and members of the parish
communities, the sessions will gather feedback for implementing the Diocesan Plan and Synod resolutions
on a local level.

We've set the following dates as opportunities for you to attend any or all of these Think Tank meetings.

Mon 20 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm (St Michael’s - Downey Room)
Thu 23 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm (OLOL — Parish Meeting Room)
Sat 25 May — 11.00am to 1.00pm (St Michael’s, Downey Room)

Wed 12 Jun —10.00am to 12noon (St Michael’s, Downey Room)

A registration link will be included in next week’s bulletin, but just turn up if you are unable to register
online.

We encourage all parishioners to read the draft Pastoral Plan, but to assist in preparation for the Think Tank
Meetings, over the next two weeks we will be providing the discernment questions in the bulletin, so that
you can reflect on how our parish and you can respond to the themes.

THANK YOU - BISHOP’S GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL FOR OUR HOLY SPIRIT SEMINARIANS
Bishop Vincent, Parramatta Catholic Foundation, and our Holy Spirit Seminarians E
thank you for your generous support in the formation of our future priests. Our
Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal donations via the Church collections raised $4,360 so
far which will support our seminarians to deepen their relationship with God and
commit more fully to their spiritual calling, so they may serve our faith community.

If you haven’t had a chance to donate, please visit https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan
this QR code. Thank you.

MASS LINK FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Mass link for the Sixth Sunday of Easter is ... https://youtube.com/live/cCeegOFYS8A. Please copy the
link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes and is available for
viewing afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills
FACEBOOK page.

YOU’RE INVITED TO TRY ALPHA! - starts this coming Wednesday
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Every day we ask so many questions. What should | wear?

What's the weather going to be like? How am | going to fit

everything in? But then there are those bigger questions like

@ Why am | here? Where am | heading? Is there more to life than

this? ALPHA brings people together to explore, connect, share

and enhance our faith. Join us on a fun filled adventure to explore the big questions of

life, faith and meaning. You're invited to join us on Wednesday 8 May 2024 at 7.00pm

at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre, 1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills to share a meal, watch a video and

have a chat about our faith. To register, please scan the QR Code and complete our registration form. You
are also welcome to contact Steve Harrison on 0421414330 for more details.

CARDINAL MICHAEL FITZGERALD PUBLIC LECTURE: 8 MAY

The Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations and the Diocese of Parramatta present a public lecture
by Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald, former head of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue entitled:
“Interreligious Dialogue in our Day: 60 Years after Nostra Aetate” on Wednesday 8 May at 6pm at St
Patrick’'s Cathedral Hall, Parramatta. To register in person or for the livestream, please visit
parracatholic.org/cardinalfitzgerald

POPE FRANCIS — TEACHING ON VICES AND VIRTUES
These are suspended for the next two weeks, while we provide the draft Diocesan Pastoral Plan’s
discernment questions for reflection.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Bishop Peter Ingham, Joan Jagot, Rebecca Posadas, Wanda Neufeld
Anniversaries: Patrick Mascarenhas, Tony Wenhan, Marie-Claire Marlene Bignoux, Eileen McArthur,

Zenaida Capitulo, Donald Gubbay, Colin Brown, Gloria Varela

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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OLOL Pastoral Group Initiative — Arrupe Diocesan Pentecost Scripture Reflection Evening:
15t May

~ Jesuit Refugee Service
& What does the Holy Spirit look like in your

life? How can Scripture stretch our

imagination when comes to Pentecost

and the Holy Spirit? Register
for the Diocesan Pentecost
Scripture Reflection Evening with Dr

g 1

This is an ongoing Pastoral initiative of Our Lady of Michele Connolly rsj

Lourdes, and we are still collecting Personal Hygiene Venue: Upstairs loft, Bishop Bede
items such toiletries, toothbrushes, sanitary pads, Heather Centre,

nappies and other items that may assist those who 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown.
have come as refugees and asylum seekers, to make Date: Wednesday 15t Ma\’/ 2024

their new home in Australia. Time: 6:30PM to 8:30pm.

RSVP via QR or get in touch with the team via

Arrupe Foodbank )
met@parracatholic.org

The foodbank is always in need of non-
perishable items. All we ask is that you place
one or two items in your shopping trolley Getting married in 2024?
when you do your regular shop. There are
still many people in need of our continued
assistance and support.

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024

Let the Diocese of Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online

JRS is most grateful for all donations they receive, and preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked
it is most helpful assist with the difficult situation for via the website. For more information, email
those in dire need. met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242
Basmati Rice Tinned Tomatoes 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.
Tunain Oil Long Life Milk Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
Cooking Oil Pasta or Spaghetti person, virtual appointments

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of
Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
for enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted in person with Zoom
Free Online Formation on Synodal Spirituality and telephone interviews available for those unable
Dive into 'Synodal Spirituality' with this FREE online to attend the office.

short formation course, taught by Sr Patty Andrew Please contact the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480
OSU. Part of the FaithLIFE series hosted by the or email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

Mission Enhancement Team, the course offers an Free English and Citizenship Classes

exploration of communal discernment, active
engagement, and creative faith responses to
challenges in the mission of the Church today.

This is a list of staple goods that the centre’s clients
need on a regular basis — no matter what time of
year.

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue
Mountains are offering English and Citizenship classes
at Mamre House, 181 Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills, on a

Enrol now and take part in Pope Francis's vision for Tuesday and Wednesday from 10am to 2pm during
a synodal Church: school terms. Free childcare is available. If you are
https://pfparra.thinkific.com/courses/synodal- interested in enrolling, please contact Mamre Creche
spirituality/ on (02) 8843 2506 or Nepean Community College (02)
4724 9000.
Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
6t Sunday
of Easter 4t May Saturday Vigil, 6pm Paul Lewis Jane Wilks Robert Muscat
Kristina Prawiro-Roberts
5th May Sunday 9.30am Kevin Keane Christine Coxall Janina Starkey
Ascension of the . .
Lord 11 May Saturday Vigil, 6pm | Roland Barros John Cavaleri Nathan Colaco Colette Rajan
12t May Sunday 9.30am lan Starkey Anthony Pope Nicole Christoy Janina Starkey

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance
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As mentioned above, we are providing the discernment questions in the bulletin, along with a quite from
the Plan, so that you can reflect on how our Parish, and you can respond to the themes.

Please look at the full document via this link here.

“In the Church, no one is left out or left over. There is room for everyone. Just the way we are. Everyone.
Jesus says this clearly. When he sends the apostles to invite people to the banquet which a man had
prepared, he tells them: “Go out and bring in everyone”, young and old, healthy and infirm, righteous
and sinners. Everyone, everyone, everyone! In the Church there is room for everyone.... That is the
Church, the Mother of all. There is room for everyone. The Lord does not point a finger but opens his

arms.”

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1.

How can our faith community better understand and meet the needs of those who may feel
excluded? What steps can we take to actively seek their participation and listen to their voices?

What are some concrete actions our faith community can take to better welcome and include
allindividuals, especially those who have historically felt marginalised or unwelcome?

Reflect on the unique gifts and talents within our faith community. How can we better identify,
celebrate, and utilise these for the purpose of building a more inclusive and welcoming church?

In what practical ways can we encourage and facilitate more meaningful connections among
community members, particularly between those of diverse backgrounds or life situations?
How can these connections strengthen our communal faith and witness to the broader society?

“We are all sinners, we have all sinned... “The church is not a community of perfect people, but of
disciples on a journey, who follow the Lord because they know they are sinners and in need of his
pardon. Thus, Christian life is a school of humility which opens us to grace”.

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1.

How can our community learn to talk about the pervasive nature of violence and understand it
as an abuse of power in any situation, including the family, the church and the workplace?

How can we engage in deep listening and meaningful dialogue with local First Nations People
and participate in the Diocesan Reconciliation Plan?

How do we understand our baptismal call to be missionary disciples - as a local faith
community and in partnership with other local groups? What education and formation do we
need?

“It is only by paying attention to whom we listen, to what we listen, and to how we listen that we can
grow in the art of communicating, the heart of which is not a theory or a technique, but the “openness of
heart that makes closeness possible”.

Local community reflection and discernment questions:

1.

How can our community listen to the voices of young people as we define meaningful ways for
them to contribute to our liturgical and pastoral life?

How can we work collaboratively with local First Nations Peoples and civic organisations such
as local councils to discern place-based responses to the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor?

How can we work to create culturally safe spaces for all, and what education and formation do
we need?


https://parracatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-April-Draft-Diocesan-Plan-for-a-Synodal-Church-1.pdf
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INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
IN OUR DAY: 60 YEARS
AFTER NOSTRA AETATE

WEDNESDAY 8 MAY 2024 AT 6PM
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
CLOISTER HALL

PARRAMATTA

Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald Public Lecture (8 May)

Address: 1 Marist Place, Parramatta NSW, Australia
Audience: All Ages
Cost: Free

The Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations and the Diocese of Parramatta
present a public lecture by Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald entitled: “Interreligious
Dialogue in our Day: 60 Years after Nostra Aetate” on Wednesday 8 May at 6pm at St
Patrick’s Cathedral Hall, Parramatta.

Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald, M.Afr.OBE, former head of the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue, will talk on the developments inspired by Vatican II’'s Nostra
Aetate, the prophetic document which ushered in a new era in Catholic relations with
people of other religions. The Church’s teaching and practice of inter-religious
dialogue developed dramatically over these past 60 years but largely remains a
“hidden treasure” which needs to be discovered.

Diocesan Link




Feast of Our Lady of Fatima Procession 2024

Dear friends,

The Feast of Our Lady of Fatima Procession is a chance for thousands of young Catholics to
know they are not alone, as they experience the strength, warmth and connection between the
faithful youth of Sydney.

We warmly welcome you to join us on 11 May for a Vigil Mass at 6 pm at St Mary’s Cathedral,
followed by this candle-lit Procession around the Cathedral forecourt as we bear witness to the
beauty and richness of devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.

Bring your families, friends and faithful to pray and process together!

For more information, follow the link below:

Saturday, 11 May 2024
£ e Bz
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THEME: Laudato Si' Week: Seeds of Hope

Monday 20* May 2024
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

St Finbar’s Catholic Parish
Parish Hall
52 Levy Street, Glenbrook

To register please click on the link provided in the description.
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HOMEBOY INDUSTRIES,

Radical Kinship | 12th & 13th | St Joseph’s Centre
Catholic Social Services, October Baulkham Hills
Prison Ministry,

Aged Care/Hospital Chaplaincy,

Pastoral Associates,

Pastoral Workers

Boundless Compassion: | 14th October | St Joseph’s Centre
A Mission to Serve Baulkham Hills

Secondary School Students

0412 850 883
info@gpbs.com.au

www.gpbs.com.au




	Children’s Rosary Movement
	Sacrament of Confirmation

