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Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

A Reflection by Pope Francis   To See Jesus 
21st March 2021 

On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the 
liturgy proclaims the Gospel in 
which Saint John refers to an 
episode that occurred in the final 
days of Christ’s life, shortly before 
the Passion (cf. Jn 12:20-33). While 
Jesus was in Jerusalem for the 
feast of Passover, several Greeks, 
curious because of what he had 
been doing, express the wish to 
see him. They approach the 
apostle Philip and say to him: “We 

wish to see Jesus” (v. 21). “We wish to see Jesus”. Let us remember this: “We wish 
to see Jesus”. Philip tells Andrew and then together they report it to the Teacher. In 
the request of those Greeks we can glimpse the request that many men and women, 
of every place and every time, pose to the Church and also to each one of us: “We 
wish to see Jesus”.  

And how does Jesus respond to that request? In a way that makes us think. He says: 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.... Unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit” (vv. 23-24). These words do not seem to respond to the request 
those Greeks made. In reality, they surpass it. In fact, Jesus reveals that for every 
man and woman who wants to find him, He is the hidden seed ready to die in order 
to bear much fruit. As if to say: if you wish to know me, if you wish to understand 
me, look at the grain of wheat that dies in soil, that is, look at the cross.  

The sign of the Cross comes to mind, which over the centuries has become the 
symbol par excellence of Christians. Even today, those who wish to “see Jesus”, 
perhaps coming from countries and cultures where Christianity is not well-known, 
what do they see first? What is the most common sign they encounter? The Crucifix, 
the Cross. In churches, in the homes of Christians, even worn on their persons. The 
important thing is that the sign be consistent with the Gospel: the cross cannot but 
express love, service, unreserved self-giving: only in this way is it truly the “tree of 
life”, of overabundant life.  

Today too, many people, often without saying so, implicitly would like to “see 
Jesus”, to meet him, to know him. This is how we understand the great responsibility 
we Christians and of our communities have. We too must respond with the witness 
of a life that is given in service, a life that takes upon itself the style of God – 
closeness, compassion and tenderness – and is given in service. It means sowing 
seeds of love, not with fleeting words but through concrete, simple and courageous 
examples, not with theoretical condemnations, but with gestures of love. Then the 
Lord, with his grace, makes us bear fruit, even when the soil is dry due to 
misunderstandings, difficulty or persecution, or claims of legalism or clerical 
moralism. This is barren soil. Precisely then, in trials and in solitude, while the seed 
is dying, that is the moment in which life blossoms, to bear ripe fruit in due time. It 
is in this intertwining of death and life that we can experience the joy and true 
fruitfulness of love, which always, I repeat, is given in God’s style: closeness, 
compassion, tenderness. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 
for you, O God, are my strength. 

No Gloria is said or sung during Lent 

First Reading Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

The days are coming when I will make a new covenant 
with Israel and I will forgive their iniquity. 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – 
when I will make a new covenant with the House of 
Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant like 
the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to 
show them who was master. It is the Lord who speaks. 
No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of 
Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who 
speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing 
it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they 
shall be my people. There will be no further need for 
neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say 
to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all 
know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the 
Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and 
never call their sin to mind. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Response: Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt. 
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.) 

2. A pure heart create for me, O God,  
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.) 

3. Give me again the joy of your help;  
with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
that I may teach transgressors your ways 
and sinners may return to you. (R.) 

Second Reading   Hebrews 5:7-9 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

He learnt to obey and became for all the source of 
eternal salvation. 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and 
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who 
had the power to save him out of death, and he 
submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. 
Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through 

suffering; but having been made perfect, he became 
for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, my servant will also be. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel    John 12:20-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it 
yields a rich harvest. 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival 
were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who 
came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request 
to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went 
to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went 
to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: 

‘Now the hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
I tell you most solemnly, 
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, 
it yields a rich harvest.  
Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for the eternal life. 
If a man serves me, he must follow me, 
wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. 
Now my soul is troubled. 
What shall I say: 
Father, save me from this hour? 
But it was for this very reason  
that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!’ 

A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.’ 

People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap 
of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to 
him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this 
voice came, but for yours. 

‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. 
And when I am lifted up from the earth, 
I shall draw all men to myself.’ 

By these words he indicated the kind of death he 
would die. 

Communion Antiphon  

Amen, Amen I say to you: Unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single grain. 
But if it dies, it bears much fruit. 



REFLECTION FOR FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one 
who had the power to save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard.  
Hebrews 5: 7-9 

“Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you 
most solemnly unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest…Now 
my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this hour? 
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour.” 
          John 12: 20-30 

Today’s second reading from Hebrews and the gospel-reading from John give us an 
insight into the internal struggle that Jesus dealt with as he faced the consequences of his speaking and acting with 
integrity. He fully realised the impending death that awaited him at the hands of religious leaders whose power and 
status had been threatened by his teaching and preaching. However, one’s being aware of cruel reality is no exemption 
from fear, not even for Jesus. His selfless life of boundless love for others brought dire consequences, While he knew 
that his death would ultimately be a source of new life and freedom for humanity, he was terrified by the prospect of 
the violence and death by execution that awaited him, the exact details of which he could only imagine. Aware of his 
own vulnerability, he was courageous enough to declare aloud that he was frightened. Moreover, he trusted God so 
fully that he was able to articulate in his prayer the urge he felt to ask God for an exemption from the death that 
awaits every human being. And Jesus was totally human and faced the same mortality as the rest of us. He knew in 
the depths of his heart the abundance of life that God would bring from his dying. 
Despite the internal struggle he was experiencing, Jesus used the metaphor of the grain of wheat to teach an invaluable 
lesson about the price of love. To reach out in love to another human being is to take the risk of revealing our own 
vulnerability, of letting go of something of ourselves, of opening ourselves to the possibility of being hurt. 
If we look carefully at how the Gospel writers describe the public life of Jesus, we will see that there was nothing 
wishy-washy about his teaching. He spoke the truth as he saw it without worrying about the consequences. He opted 
for authenticity rather than for going in search of popularity and acceptance. That earned him the admiration of those 
who came to name him as friend and committed themselves to walk in his footsteps. That did not stop him from 
challenging them when their words and actions emanated from thoughtlessness, ignorance or self-importance.  
His speaking and acting with integrity meant, that such, exposed him to criticism and rejection. Safety first did not 
enter into his calculations. If we stop and look at the way in which we relate to others, isn’t it true that we don’t easily 
warm to cautious people to those who crave acceptance or to those intent on living risk-free lives. We are much more 
at home with those who don’t always agree with us, who can risk telling us when we are full of our own importance. 
Vulnerability is a good indicator of genuineness.   
While in faith and trust we can acknowledge that our death is the gateway to eternal life, there are very few of us 
impatiently waiting to die. On several occasions Pope Francis has chosen to highlight the topic of death in his 
Wednesday public audiences. In 2017 he observed: “We are all small and helpless before the mystery of death.” That 
echoed Jesus’ admission that he was inclined to pray to God for an escape route. But he came back to focus on the 
fact that it would be only by going through death that he would be able to demonstrate that God’s love could overcome 
all evil, even the evil of death. That was the ultimate purpose of his life. That’s why John can describe it as “his 
glory”.  
These readings today confront us with the reality that we will all die. A corollary of that is the importance of stopping 
to ponder the purpose of the gift of each day. What is its value and how might I best live it?  

We can read today’s gospel as a disclosure by Jesus of the purpose and significance of his life and 
death. In order to move from being observers of to participants in this gospel, we will have to stop and 
ponder the purpose and significance of our lives as his disciples. Are we a gift and an inspiration to 
those around us? Are we vulnerable enough to make an impact for life on everyone we encounter? 
If, at the end of all this, you are left wondering what happened to the two Greeks who thought Philip 
would make it easy for them to meet Jesus, you are in good company. Scripture scholars, aware that 

John didn’t waste words, have been equally puzzled. Some have suggested that the Greeks’ request to 
Philip: “Sir, we would like to see Jesus” is John’s way of indicating the truth of an earlier concern about Jesus’ 
popularity expressed by some Pharisees: “Look, the whole world has gone after him” (John 12: 19).Others have 
suggested that this was John’s way of stating that Jesus came for the whole of humanity, gentiles included. It might 
also be meant as a comment by John encouraging members of his community to lay aside any prejudices they held 
about foreigners. Still, Jesus’ lengthy explanation of the purpose of his life and death may well have left two 
inquisitive Greeks utterly bewildered. Still, isn’t the Greeks’ request one that could legitimately be put to each of us 
by anyone who knows we are Christians? What of Jesus do we show others by the way we live? 
   



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 
relatives and friends of our Parish 
Communities for whom prayers have 
been requested: 

Recently Deceased:  
Anniversary:  Nicholas Ellis, Maria Cummins, Christian 
Hans Kosasih, Lourdes Ampil  
Remembrance:  Lena Sela, Mariah Bertus, Leo Pipino 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Khyla Meighan (Geoff Forder’s granddaughter) Benett 
Perera, Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez 
(child) Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria 
Roche, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba 
Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, Peter 
Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, 
Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, 
Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba 
Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each 
Friday morning prior to the 9.30am Parish 
Mass.  Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant 
please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass and go to the priest 
celebrating Mass to receive 
Communion.  

Keeping You Connected 

The following link will take you to the live-streaming of 
the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church:  
• 16th March 2024, "The Fifth Sunday of Lent" 
... https://youtube.com/live/8x-jXGQHAnU 
• 23rd March 2024, "Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 
Lord" https://youtube.com/live/AWMsxst2wxE  

The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via this link, 
from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are 
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration 

• 28th March 2024, "Thursday of the Lord's Supper " 
•   https://youtube.com/live/KmiUwGDHPrg  
Start Time: 7.30pm 
• 29th March 2024, " Passion of the Lord" 
...  https://youtube.com/live/S-hlziayrxM       
Start Time: 3.00pm 
• 30th March 2024, "Sunday of the Resurrection of the 
Lord" https://youtube.com/live/jexuXU3Da20  
Start Time: 7.00pm 
Please note that the Easter Vigil will commence at 
7.00pm not the usual 6.00pm. 

OLOL Parish Office 

Louise will be on leave from Wednesday through to 
Friday this week.  At this time, OLOL Office will be 
unattended. For all urgent matters please contact St 
Michael’s Office on 9639 0598 or via email 
stmichaels@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  
For any other matters, please leave a message on the 
machine and it will be attended to upon my return. 

Children’s Rosary Movement  

A group of children and their parents meet 
each Monday at 3.30pm in Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church to continue the practice of 
praying the Rosary. As the children and their 
parents gather, they focus on the intentions 

of their families and the wider Parish community praying 
this beautiful prayer for the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, at Our Lady of Lourdes. Prayers of Petition 
and Thanksgiving to Our Lady can be placed in in the 
Petition Box at the back of the church and the children 
will pray for these intentions each time they meet.  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

Stations of the Cross  
– Fridays 7.00  

Would you like to walk the Way of 
the Cross, this Lent? 

During Lent this year we will present a 
beautiful reflection on the Stations of the Cross each 
Friday evening.  

Why not Walk the Way of the Cross with us each 
Friday night during the Lenten Season at our Lady of 
Lourdes Church at 7.00pm.   

Information Session with Fr Wim 
 “Visitation & Communion to Sick & Homebound” 
Fr Wim will be holding a Session for those interested 
in this most valuable ministry on Friday 5th April. 
Date:  Friday 5th April 
Time: 7.00pm 
Venue: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre 
Our priests need our help and we would like to 
encourage those who may be able to help in this 
important pastoral mission of visitation/communion 
for parishioners who are unable to join us at our Parish 
worship, most importantly those who are alone & 
housebound.  
They need to know their community cares for them! 

For this we need your help! 

If you can spare some time for this important pastoral 
initiative, come along to this Information Session or 
speak to Fr Wim or Fr Jessie or contact the Parish 
Office on 9639 8385 or via 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

https://youtube.com/live/8x-jXGQHAnU
https://youtube.com/live/AWMsxst2wxE
https://youtube.com/live/KmiUwGDHPrg
https://youtube.com/live/S-hlziayrxM
https://youtube.com/live/jexuXU3Da20
mailto:stmichaels@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
PARISH NOTES 

 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

Next Sunday we begin Holy Week – with Palm Sunday (or more properly Passion Sunday of the Palms).  

A reminder – PLEASE BRING ALONG YOUR OWN PALMS, OLIVE BRANCHES OR GREENERY of some sorts 
to celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (and if you can bring some extra for those who forget – that 
would be appreciated).  

The Easter Liturgy timetable can be found at our parish website - www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au - and 
in both the printed and online version of the Bulletin.  

In the meantime, I hope you are continuing to reflect on Lent in our preparation for Easter via  

• ATTENDANCE AT WEEKDAY MASS 

• STATIONS OF THE CROSS : Stations of the Cross are held at 7pm each Friday at St Michael’s and at 7pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes. 

• MONDAY MORNING – SCRIPTURE/LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUP: Each Monday during school term, 
there is a scripture discussion group in the Crying Room after the 9.15am Mass.  

• DONATIONS TO PROJECT COMPASSION – to support the work of those less fortunate 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL (PPC) 

The Decrees voted on at last year’s Diocesan Synod have now been decreed by Bishop Vincent for 
implementation and they will form the basis for the Diocesan Pastoral Plan which will be launched in August 
this year. However, one of the decrees is really relevant: 

Decree 6D. To institute, where absent, a pastoral council at the diocesan, deanery and parish level 
(including ethnic chaplaincy), as a principal form of collaboration, dialogue and discernment 
(Christifideles Laici #25) in accordance with the law of the Church. 

We have been preparing for quite some time now for this via our working group, but I think it’s important 
we try to establish such a Pastoral Council, as soon as possible and while I have invited those of the working 
group to become members of the PPC, I would also like to invite any members of the Parish who would like 
to offer your service as a member of the PPC, please advise me via my email address - 
wimh@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au. 

Thank you for consideration of this matter. Please pray for the success of this venture.as co-workers in 
ministry and as someone who has provided guidance and vision, to ask if you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Council. 

PARISH FINANCES - ENVELOPES 

Thank you very much to those who have increased their contributions to the parish finances. If you have 
not yet done so, please consider increasing your contribution either via the envelopes, credit card, EFT or 
cash. 

You can help by 

• Increasing your donations in the parish envelopes planned giving scheme – if giving $5, can you give 
$10? If $10, can you give $20? 

• Joining the planned giving scheme 
• Reviewing and increasing your monthly credit card donation – has it been the same since you began 

your contributions? If so, can you increase it? 
• Reviewing and increasing your current online EFT donations – have they been the same since you 

first started, probably during COVID 3-4 years ago? Can you afford a little more? 

We have increased the Tap’n’Go amounts. 
 

The current P&L (for July 23 to January 24) is on the notice board, as is the financial reports from 2014-
2023. 
 

http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au/
mailto:wimh@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
REGISTRATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  IS NOW OPEN – Please see the Bulletin for 
details and registration link. 
 
HELP IN MINISTRY 
Both St Michael’s and OLOL communities are looking for people to become involved in the various parish 
ministries. We are very grateful for the many people who are already involved and who have already said 
yes, but we still need assistance in areas such as  

• counting the collections on Sundays (after the 8am Mass), 
• wardens to assist with the collections at Mass on Sundays,  
• readers,  
• ministers at the Altar (both men and women) 
• special ministers of communion,  
• taking communion to the housebound,  
• teachers in the State Schools. 

 
None of these take long and are essential in any parish community to enhance the work of Christ here. You 
have a gift, please use it to build up the community here in Baulkham Hills. 
 
Online courses are available for readers and extraordinary ministers. Either email 
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au with your details or ring St Michael’s – 9639 0598 or Our Lady of 
Lourdes – 9639 8385. 
 
Thank you for your willingness to serve. 
 
MASS LINK FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
The Mass link for this Saturday evening’s 6pm Mass for the Fifth Sunday in Lent from OLOL is 
https://youtube.com/live/8x-jXGQHAnU . Please copy the link into browser if it does not immediately 
work. 
 
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  
 

DIOCESAN LENT & HOLY WEEK SCRIPTURE REFLECTION EVENING: 20 MARCH  
 Looking for a way to reflect on your experience of Lent as we enter Holy Week? 
Interested in praying with the Scripture readings for Holy Week? Register for the 
Diocesan Lent & Holy Week Scripture Reflection Evening Wednesday 20 March 2024 – 
6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP via QR or get in touch with the team via 
met@parracatholic.org  
 
 

MET FAITHLIFE THEOLOGY SHORT COURSE: FROM 16 APRIL  
 Considering learning about theology? Wanting to expand your language for expressing 
your faith? Seeking ways to deepen the way you put your faith into practice? Sign up now 
for the 3-session FaithLIFE Theology short course with Dr John Collins on Tuesdays 16 + 
23 + 30 April! Registration and more dates and details via QR or get in touch with the 
team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased: Dawn Phillips, Annie Muller Homasi, Marie Docherty, Ignatius Lee 

Anniversaries: Evelyn Manon, Maria Cummins, Consolacion Erana-Malinis, Antonio Marino, Ruth Austin 
 
Fr Wim 
 
 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://youtube.com/live/8x-jXGQHAnU
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org


 
MET FaithLIFE Theology Short Course: from 16 
April  

Considering learning about theology? 
Wanting to expand your language for 
expressing your faith? Seeking ways 
to deepen the way you put your faith 
into practice? Sign up now for the 3-
session FaithLIFE Theology short 
course with Dr John Collins on 

Tuesdays 16 + 23 + 30 April! Registration and more 
dates and details via QR or get in touch with the team 
via met@parracatholic.org  
Kindergarten 2025 Enrolments  
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School is now taking 
Kindergarten enrolments for 2025.  Enrolment forms 
can be downloaded from our website or collected 
from the office.  

Families interested in enrolling in our school are given 
a variety of opportunities throughout the year to visit 
our school and see what we are all about.  

We can’t wait to welcome you. Register your 
interest in experiencing our school today! 

Church / Flowers for Easter Celebrations 

 

Any parishioners who are available are invited to 
please join us on Saturday morning at 10.00am with 
an “All Hands on Deck” effort to prepare the church 
for Easter Celebrations. 

Would you like to help out with the church 
preparation for the Easter Liturgies?  

Come along & join us -You will be most welcome! 

Would you like to donate flowers (predominantly 
white) for these special celebrations?  Please drop off 
at the church on Saturday morning.  
All donations welcome and gratefully accepted. 

Let’s make our church look magnificent for this, 
the most Sacred Season in the Church Year! 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
Registration is now open 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation will be 
conferred on the children of Our Lady 

of Lourdes & St Michael’s in June this year. Children 
aged 10-11 years (Years 5/6 and above) who have 
received the Sacrament of Eucharist are eligible to 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Children must 
be at least 10½ at time of celebration of the 
Sacrament on 5/6 June.  

   The Compulsory Parent Information Meeting 
will be held in the Open Learning Centre of OLOL 
School on Monday 8th April at 7.30pm. If you can’t 
make Monday there is also one on Tuesday at St 
Michael’s Church.  
Registration Link: Confirmation 2024 
QR Code: 
 

 

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
16th & 17th March 

This year, Project Compassion 
brings you the stories of three 
resilient women: Ronita from the 
Philippines, Leaia from Samoa and 
Memory from Malawi. While from 
three different corners of the 
world and facing vastly different 
challenges, they are all united by 
one dream: to create a better 
world for all future generations. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion.  
You can donate through Project 
Compassion donation boxes and 
envelopes available from your parish, 
by visiting caritas.org.au/project-
compassion or by calling 1800 024 413..

  

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

5th Sunday of Lent 16th  March  Saturday Vigil, 6pm Roland Barros Zelda Booth Paul Lewis Robert Muscat 

 17th  March Sunday 9.30am Ian Starkey Anne Mitchell Chris Luther Kristina Prawiro-Roberts, 
Janina Starkey 

Palm Sunday 23rd March Saturday Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Paul Lewis Jane Wilks Peter Watkins 

 24th March Sunday  9.30am Ian Starkey Frangee Ampil Janina Starkey Madeleine Menasse,  
Kay Bull 

Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
 are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance  

mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://www.ololbhills.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-Enrol
https://forms.gle/EUaHqYFr57brLP419
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://catholicoutlook.org/?attachment_id=54807


	
“Live”	Irish	Music		
with	Singing	&	Dancing	

in	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Parish	Centre	

Bring	a	plate	of	food	to	share	&	your	own	drinks	



 

 

Monday 
25th March 

2nd (Communal) Rite of Reconciliation 
St Michael’s Church 

 
7.30pm 

 
Holy Thursday 

28th March 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
St Michael’s Church 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church  
Special collection for the poor 

  

7.30pm 

7.30pm 

Good Friday 
29th March 

Livestream:   https://youtube.com/live/KmiUwGDHPrg 

Stations of the Cross 
St Michael’s Church 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
Special collection for Holy places 

  
 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Good Friday 
29th March 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
St Michael’s Church  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church – English 
Livestream:  https://youtube.com/live/S-hlziayrxM      

Our Lady of Lourdes Church  
Special collection for Holy places 

  
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
 
7.00pm (Korean) 

Holy Saturday 
30th March 

 

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
St Michael’s Church  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church – English 
Livestream:  https://youtube.com/live/jexuXU3Da20 

 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 

Sunday of The 
Resurrection 
31st March 

Easter Sunday 
St Michael’s Church 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

 
8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm 
9.30am 
11.30am (Korean) 

Individual 
Reconciliation 

Good Friday 
Our Lady of Lourdes – Individual Reconciliation 
St Michael’s Church – Individual Reconciliation 
Holy Saturday 
St Michael’s Church 

 
After Stations & The Passion 
After Stations & The Passion 
 
9.00am – 10.30am 



PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS ~ OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

REGISTRATION ONLINE FROM 15TH – 30TH MARCH 2024 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

The Sacrament of Confirmation is available to all children of the Parish of Baulkham Hills who are 10/11 
years of age or older and who have received the Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist. 

Children must be at least 10½ (usually Year 5/6) at the time of the celebration of the Sacrament. 

Our Sacramental Preparation Programs will be commencing shortly for both St Michael’s and Our Lady of 
Lourdes Faith Communities. You must attend one of the Compulsory Information Sessions if you 
wish your child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2024. 

THE COMPULSORY PARENT INFORMATION SESSION WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 8th APRIL 
AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES OPEN LEARNING CENTRE AT 7.30PM.   

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO MAKE THIS PARENT INFORMATION SESSION AT OLOL YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND ST MICHAEL’S ON TUESDAY 9TH APRIL AT 7.30PM. 

• Registration will be online and it will be assumed, by registering, that you and your child will commit 
yourselves to this program and to attend weekly Mass. Please complete one online Registration Form 
for each child who is to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

• Parental Guidance Notes, prepared by Fr Wim, will be provided via email on Monday afternoon of 
each week throughout the preparation. These short videos/notes are a guidance for parent use, 
outlining briefly what is expected each week.  

• Parents and children are asked to then work through one session per week of the Children's activity 
workbook, “The Sacrament of Confirmation”, which will be available at the compulsory Parent 
Information Meeting. 

• There may be questions or issues that arise and you or your child wish to discuss. You can email 
sacspobh@gmail.com at any time.  There is no need to wait until the end of the program if you or your 
child has a question regarding the content of a session for which you would like an explanation. The 
Parish Team is always available to help you and your child as we make this faith journey together.  

• When completing the Registration Form, please provide the best email for you to receive updates as 
some business emails will send our emails to junk or spam. Keep an eye on your emails for links and 
important information related to the program and the celebration of the Sacrament. 

The 2024 Confirmation Program will run as follows: 

• Week 1 – commencing 29th April 
  - Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 

• Week 2 – commencing 6th May 
  - The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

• Week 3 – commencing 13th May 
  - The work of the Holy Spirit  
  - Gifts and Fruits 

• Week 4 – commencing 20th May 
- Celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation 

• 7.00pm - Wednesday 5th June & Thursday 6th June   (The day will be allocated for each child) 

• If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with Father Wim or contact the Parish Office for 
further information. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION 
 
Registration Link:  Confirmation 2024         QR  CODE: 
 

mailto:sacspobh@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/EUaHqYFr57brLP419


 
Diocese of Parramatta News 
 
  
 

Diocesan Lent & Holy Week Scripture Reflection 
Evening: 20 March  
Looking for a way to reflect on your experience of 
Lent as we enter Holy Week? Interested in praying 
with the Scripture readings for Holy Week? Register 
for the Diocesan Lent & Holy Week Scripture 
Reflection Evening Wednesday 20 
March 2024 – 6:30PM to 8:30pm. 
RSVP via QR or get in touch with the 
team via met@parracatholic.org  

Soul Food Podcast – Mission 
Enhancement Team   
Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to 
the experiences of others?    
The Mission Enhancement Team’s Soul Food 
Podcast features life & faith stories of people from 
our diocesan family. Listen now for FREE via our 
website or on 
Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/ 

Diocesan Lent & Holy Week Scripture Reflection 
Evening: 20 March  
Looking for a way to reflect on your experience of Lent 
as we enter Holy Week? Interested in praying with the 
Scripture readings for Holy Week? Register for the 
Diocesan Lent & Holy Week Scripture 
Reflection Evening Wednesday 20 March 
2024 – 6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP via QR 
or get in touch with the team via 
met@parracatholic.org  

Celebrating Holy Week: Formation for Acolytes & 
Ministers at the Altar: 9 March  

 The Office for Worship presents ‘Celebrating Holy 
Week’ – a workshop for current Acolytes and Ministers 
at the Altar presented by Chris Ohlsen. It will be held 
on Saturday 9 March from 9:30am to 3pm at the 
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. To register or 
for more information, please contact 
lucy.woodbury@parracatholic.org or call (02) 8838 
3456 by 5 March 2024.  

Free Online Formation on Synodal Spirituality  

Dive into 'Synodal Spirituality' with this FREE online 
short formation course, taught by Sr Patty Andrew 
OSU. Part of the FaithLIFE series hosted by the 
Mission Enhancement Team, the course offers an 
exploration of communal discernment, active 
engagement, and creative faith responses to 
challenges in the mission of the Church today. Enrol 
now and take part in Pope Francis's vision for a 
synodal Church: 

 https://pfparra.thinkific.com/courses/synodal-
spirituality/  

Synod 2023 Update: Decree issued and 
Development of Diocesan Plan Begins   

In January, the Synodal Decree from our inaugural 
Diocesan Synod was issued, enabling us to move 
forward in the development of a Diocesan Plan. Join us 
in the next phase of our journey, as we discern a new 
path forward for our local Church in Western Sydney 
and the Blue Mountains. The Diocesan Plan for a 
Synodal Church will launch at the Diocesan Gathering 
on Saturday 10 August. Learn more 
at parracatholic.org/synod  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
person, virtual appointments    

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews available for those unable 
to attend the office.  
Please contact the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 
or email tribunal@parracatholic.org. 

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024   

Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked via 
the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples   

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples wanting 
to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is suitable for 
couples at all stages of life, enhances communication 
and involves shared responsibility.  
If you are: 

• Preparing for marriage  
• Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding  
• Looking for an effective, natural option and 

wanting to cease contraception   
• Peri menopausal  

Then NFP is for you!  
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org   

Peace Justice Ecology Table Talk – “Harmony 
Week: Everyone Belongs”: 21 March  

This Table Talk is an opportunity to hear inspiring 
stories, engage in meaningful conversations, ask 
questions, and play a vital role in creating positive 
social change. Be part of it on Thursday 21 March, 
6.30pm - 9pm at Catholic Care Mamre House & 
Farm, 181 Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills. Please register 
by 14 March and find more information at 
www.tinyurl.com/harmony-week-table-talk  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:lucy.woodbury@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.thinkific.com/courses/synodal-spirituality/
https://pfparra.thinkific.com/courses/synodal-spirituality/
http://parracatholic.org/synod
mailto:tribunal@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
https://tinyurl.com/harmony-week-table-talk
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