
YEAR A        TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 27TH AUGUST 2023
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Thurs   No Mass at OLOL 
Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?  
A REFLECTION BY POPE BENEDICT XVI (EXCERPT)  21 August 2011  

The Gospel we have just heard (cf. Mt 16:13-20) suggests two different ways of 
knowing Christ. The first is an impersonal knowledge, one based on current 
opinion. When Jesus asks: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”, the 
disciples answer: “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and 
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets”. In other words, Christ is seen as 
yet another religious figure, like those who came before him. Then Jesus turns 
to the disciples and asks them: “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter responds with 
what is the first confession of faith: “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God”. 
Faith is more than just empirical or 
historical facts; it is an ability to grasp the 
mystery of Christ’s person in all its depth.  

Yet faith is not the result of human effort, of human reasoning, but rather a gift 
of God: “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven”. Faith starts with God, who opens 
his heart to us and invites us to share in his own divine life. Faith does not simply 
provide information about who Christ is; rather, it entails a personal relationship 
with Christ, a surrender of our whole person, with all our understanding, will 
and feelings, to God’s self- revelation. So Jesus’ question: “But who do you say 
that I am?”, is ultimately a challenge to the disciples to make a personal decision 
in his regard. Faith in Christ and discipleship are strictly interconnected.  

And, since faith involves following the Master, it must become constantly 
stronger, deeper and more mature, to the extent that it leads to a closer and 
more intense relationship with Jesus. Peter and the other disciples also had to 
grow in this way, until their encounter with the Risen Lord opened their eyes to 
the fullness of faith.  

Dear people, today Christ is asking you the same question which he asked the 
Apostles: “Who do you say that I am?” Respond to him with generosity and 
courage, as befits hearts like your own. Say to him: “Jesus, I know that you are 
the Son of God, who have given your life for me. I want to follow you faithfully 
and to be led by your word. You know me and you love me. I place my trust in 
you and I put my whole life into your hands. I want you to be the power that 
strengthens me and the joy which never leaves me”.  

Jesus responds to Peter’s confession by speaking of the Church: “And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church”. What do these words 
mean? Jesus builds the Church on the rock of the faith of Peter, who confesses 
that Christ is God.  

The Church, then, is not simply a human institution, like any other. Rather, she 
is closely joined to God. Christ himself speaks of her as “his” Church. Christ 
cannot be separated from the Church any more than the head can be separated 
from the body (cf. 1 Cor 12:12). The Church does not draw her life from herself, 
but from the Lord.  

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 ▪ olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   
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21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; 
save the servant who trusts in you, my God. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day 
long. 

First Reading   Isaiah 22:19-23 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I place the key of the House of David upon his 
shoulder. 
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master 
of the palace: 

I dismiss you from your office, 
I remove you from your post, 
and the same day I call on my servant 
Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 
I invest him with your robe, 
gird him with your sash, 
entrust him with your authority; 
and he shall be a father 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and to the House of Judah. 
I place the key of the House of David 
on his shoulder; 
should he open, no one shall close, 
should he close, no one shall open. 
I drive him like a peg 
into a firm place; 
he will become a throne of glory 
for his father's house.  

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  Lord, your love is eternal; 
do not forsake the work of your hands 1.  

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.) 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love  
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly  
and the haughty he knows from afar. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. (R.) 

 

Second Reading   Romans 11:33-36 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

From him, through him, and in him are all things. 

How rich are the depths of God – how deep his 
wisdom and knowledge – and how impossible to 
penetrate his motives or understand his methods! 
Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who 
could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give 
him anything or lend him anything? All that exists 
comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him 
be glory for ever! Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my 
Church; 
the gates of hell will not hold out against it. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Mt 16:13-20 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi 
he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he 
is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do 
you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are 
the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! 
Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this 
to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: 
You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. 
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on 
earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he 
gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that 
he was the Christ. 

Communion Antiphon 

The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O 
Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth  
and wine to cheer the heart. 

. 



REFLECTION FOR TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
 

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “But you, who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus replied: “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah, for it was 
not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And so. I now say to you: You 
are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church.”          Matthew 16: 13-20 

 
Today’s gospel-reading complements and builds on the story of two Sundays ago (19th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) in which Matthew described how Jesus came across the water to rescue his disciples who were 
battling a furious storm on the lake. After Jesus had rescued Peter from sinking beneath the waves and 
deposited him back in the boat, he stilled the wind and calmed the waters. Matthew concluded that story 
with a description of how the disciples reacted: to what Jesus had done: “The men in the boat bowed down 
before him and said: ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14: 22-33) 

In today’s gospel reading, we hear how Peter formally expressed the conclusion the disciples had reached 
concerning the identity of the man they had claimed as their leader. The opinion they expressed in the boat 
had not changed. When Jesus put to his close followers what was a very risky question, Peter replied 
without hesitation on behalf of the whole group: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 
16: 17) 

This also provides us with an insight into the care Matthew invested in shaping his Gospel. He understood 
that it took time for the disciples to come to the conclusion that the man who had invited them to throw 
in their lot with him was really the long-awaited Messiah. Coming to that conclusion took time and, very 
clearly was the result of ongoing discussion among themselves as they reflected on what they had seen 
Jesus do and on what they had heard him say and teach. And isn’t that how we come to know and 
appreciate the people who become our friends, associates and mentors? So, when it comes to knowing 
and appreciating Jesus, let’s not be too self-critical when we experience doubts and uncertainties. Our 
growth into knowing and appreciating Jesus akes time and the quality of our relationship with him 
fluctuates. The disciples had had the advantage of a direct, flesh and blood, relational experience with Jesus 
over what was, at most, a three-year period. And it took a considerable part of that time for them to reach 
the conclusion that Peter articulated on their behalf. We have not had the benefit of their direct 
experience. Our experience has been an intangible one based on the accounts of Jesus’ words and actions 
as they have been recorded in the Gospels and other commentaries, together with our own reflections and 



our sometimes, vacillating faith experience. Moreover, that involves venturing into the life-enduring puzzle 
of how we can change and still remain the same person. But let’s not drift too far from today’s gospel-
reading. Suffice it to say that Jesus was extremely patient with his disciples and is equally patient with us, 
if not more so. 

The focus of today’s gospel-reading is provided by the two questions Jesus put to his disciples when they 
had gathered in a city that boasted shrines to a whole panoply of gods. The city of Caesarea Philippi, located 
close to the springs of Banias (springs which have flowed for thousands of years right up to the present 
day) had been built by Herod’s son Phillip, who had been placed in charge of the northern region of 
Palestine. Phillip named the city after himself and Caesar, ruler of Rome, who was given the status of a god. 
While there were temples to lots of gods in this city, it was especially well-know for its large temple 
dedicated to Pan, the shepherd-god. It was here in this “city of gods” that Jesus chose a very unusual way 
of involving those close to him to assist him in disclosing his identity. 

Instead of putting to his disciples a simple, direct question such as: “Who do the people you meet up with 
think I am?”, Jesus framed a question in the third person, attributing to himself the title of “Son of Man” 
which he borrowed from the Hebrew scriptures. So, he put to his disciples the quaint question: “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” By attributing to himself that title, he was giving the disciples a hint of what 
he had come to discover about himself and his mission. After hearing from several of his friends the gossip 
they had picked up around the traps, he then framed a question that most people would never dream of 
asking: “But you, who do you say I am?” Fronted with that question, the group probably felt like running 
for cover. Fortunately, Peter, who was rarely short of a word, piped up with a response that would fit any 
catechism: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus was so impressed with what came out 
of Peter’s mouth that he concluded that it could only have been inspired by God. In essence, Jesus replied: 
“Simon, son of Jonah, God bless you! You didn’t learn that from a book or a teacher. It was God who 
disclosed to you the secret of who I really am.” 

By answering as he did, Peter revealed that the disciples themselves had been engaged with one another 
discussing how they, too, had been puzzling over who Jesus really was and that they had eventually agreed 
that he was the Messiah, the Christ of God. By implication, Peter was also affirming that the identity of the 
disciples lay in their dedicating themselves to keeping the mission of Jesus alive. Jesus, in his turn, by giving 
Peter’s response the stamp of approval, acknowledged that he had the qualities needed to shape and lead 
the community that would be instrumental in perpetuating the message of God’s love, mercy and 
compassion for our world, and withstanding whatever forces of opposition and evil presented themselves. 
By implication, in choosing for leadership a man whose human frailty sometimes got in the way, Jesus also 
acknowledged a clear message in today’s second reading from Isaiah: that God’s power could rescue 
human leaders when their human frailty led them into error. 

Furthermore, by bestowing the authority of “binding and loosing” on Peter and his successors, Jesus was 
disempowering the religious tyrants of his day, who had invented  rules and regulations that were 
distortions of God’s Law and kept good people bound up by religious oppression.in the shape of 
fundamentalism. Fresh in Jesus’ mind were the debates he had not long before had with scribes and 
Pharisees over senseless applications of laws to do with the Sabbath and purification laws.  

Before we leave this gospel-reading, we might well ask ourselves why Jesus concluded this particular 
exchange with his disciples by giving them “strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ” (the 
Messiah). The only explanation I can offer is that he knew full well that there would be political 
consequences for him if his true identity as Messiah were to be noised abroad. He was already a target for 
his own religious leaders who were intent on discrediting his teaching and on finding fault with almost 
everything he did. Were he to be publicly named as the Messiah, he knew he would be challenged to deny 
it. Silence or refusal to deny the truth would put his life at risk and he had not yet finished preparing his 
disciples for the challenges that lay ahead of them. So, his true identity was best kept secret. 

Finally, let’s not forget that the risky question that Jesus put to his disciples near the springs of Banias, he 
also puts to us. What might be our answer as we also reflect on the circumstances in which we find 
ourselves in the Church community to which we belong and in the country in which we live and work?  And 
how might our answer be translated into action? Those questions could well occupy us for at least another 
week. 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased: Dr. Warren Prins 

Anniversaries: Greg Gersbach  

Our sick relatives & friends 
Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Eileen 
McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero 
(Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki, David Wadick, 
Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, Peter Campbell, 
Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo 
Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan 
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba 
Beani, Edward Beani, and all who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we have 
low gluten (negligible) hosts to enable you to 

receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. Please speak to Father or 
the Acolyte before Mass and go to the 
priest celebrating Mass to receive 
Communion.  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhamhills 

The following links will take you to the live-streaming 
of Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes: 

26th August 2023, " Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary 
Time" ... https://youtube.com/live/pt4_6LgM-x0 

The 6.00pm Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via 
these links, from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for 
those who are unable to join us for our weekly Sunday 
celebration. 

Liturgical Ministry 2023 - WE NEED YOU!  

Are you interested in Parish Ministry ???  

Ministry courses are once again offered by 
the Parramatta Office for Worship, for 
Formation in Liturgical Ministry.  
Each component is completed over two 
Monday nights from 7.00pm to 9.00pm  
We would really love to see some fresh faces 
involved in our ministries.Please consider! 

Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal 
 – 2/3 September 

Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal - caring for those who 
have cared for us. Our priests never stop giving their 
lives in service to our community. They dedicate 
themselves to carrying out God’s ministry for as long 
as they are able.  
This Father’s Day, let us show our thanks and 
appreciation for our priests’ lifelong gifts of faithful 
service. Your compassionate donation will help our 
Clergy Support Foundation to care for our priests, 
and provide them with personalised health and 
wellbeing support. Envelopes are available in pews. 
Please give generously to the Bishop’s Father’s Day 
Appeal at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or 
scan this QR code.  
Thank you. 

1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick 
Next Friday, 1st September we will 
celebrate Mass of Blessing of the Sick.  
Everyone is welcomed to this Mass 

whether it is Spiritual, Mental or Physical strength 
that you seek.   
We commence with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 8.50am followed by Mass at 9.130am. 
You are invited to place the names of family & friends 
who are sick in the Box of Petition at the back of the 
church and Mass will be offered for these intentions. 

😊 
This weekend we welcome Fr Jessie back and 
hope he has enjoyed a relaxing break with his 
family and friends. 
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Appendix I – Parish Bulletins 
 
Pre-Appeal (26 & 27 August), Appeal (2 & 3 September), and Reminder (9 & 10 September) 
Weekends 
Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal caring for those who have cared for us  
Our priests never stop giving their lives in service to our community. They 
dedicate themselves to carrying out God’s ministry for as long as they are able.  
This Father’s Day, let us show our thanks and appreciation for our priests’ 
lifelong gifts of faithful service. Your compassionate donation will help our 
Clergy Support Foundation to care for our priests, and provide them with  
personalised health and wellbeing support.  
Please give generously to the Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or scan this QR code. Thank you. 
 
Thank You Weekend (16 & 17 September) 
Thank you for caring for our retired priests who have always cared for us 
Because of your compassion, our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal raised over 
$X (parish administrator to provide) to care for our retired priests and clergy in 
ill-health. Your generosity enables our Clergy Support Foundation to nurture 
our retired priests’ physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing, and provide for 
daily living essentials and medical expenses for our ageing priests.  
If you haven’t had a chance to donate, please visit 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or scan this QR code. Thank you. 
  

All Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal resources are available for download:  
https://tinyurl.com/BishopsCampaignsFY24 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/pt4_6LgM-x0
http://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal


PARISH NOTES 27 AUGUST 2023 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

SYNOD NEWS - FROM BISHOP VINCENT 

Bishop Vincent has asked that all Catholic people of the Diocese commence a nine-week novena for the 
success of the Synod to be held in October.  

Copies of the Novena Book are still available in the foyer of both Churches. You are invited to pray the 
novena once a week … with your families, or during personal prayer. 

This week – week 3 - the reflection and prayer follow these notices. The prayer will also be recited at all 
masses as a conclusion to the prayers of the faithful. 

FR JESSIE BACK  - BUT STILL NO WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL TILL OCTOBER 11 

Fr Jessie returns on Sunday, but as I will be leaving on pilgrimage on Tuesday 5th September, there will be 
no Wednesday or Thursday Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Church until my return in early October. The 
Wednesday and Thursday Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes will resume on October 11. Friday and weekend 
Masses will continue as usual. 

This weekend we again welcome Father Kevin Walsh for the Saturday night and Sunday 10am Masses at St 
Michael’s.  

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION PROGRAM 

The Parish program for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is about to conclude, and the children 
will be receiving their first reconciliation on the afternoons Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. 

MASS LINK FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and available 
on YOUTUBE after that https://youtube.com/live/pt4_6LgM-x0 . .Please copy the link into browser if it 
does not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  

HOLY HOUR —FRIDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 

7.30pm-8.30pm—St Michael’s Church—come and pray, meditate and sing.  

BISHOPS’ FATHERS DAY APPEAL 

Our priests never stop giving their lies in service to our community. They dedicate 
themselves to carrying out God’s ministry for as long as they are able. This Father’s 
Day, let us show our thanks an appreciation for our priests’ lifelong gifts of faithful 
service. Your compassionate donation will help our Clergy Support Foundation to care 
for our priests and provide them with personalised health and wellbeing support. 

This will take place next weekend of 2-3 September, and supports retired clergy of the 
Diocese, such as Fr Bob Anderson and Fr Kevin Walsh, who have been supplying while Fr Jessie is on leave. 

Please give generously to the Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal via the QR code or via the website link 
https://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal 

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR PAPAL, CIVIL AND DIOCESAN AWARDS   

From today until Thursday 7 September 2023, you can nominate an outstanding individual who has 
contributed to the Catholic Church and society for a Papal Honours Award, Civil Award or Diocesan Award. 
Please visit parracatholic.org/awards. The Awards Ceremony will be held in November. 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/live/pt4_6LgM-x0
https://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal
https://parracatholic.org/awards/


WORLD DAY OF MIGRANT AND REFUGEES CELEBRATION   

You're warmly invited to a family-friendly event with Bishop Vincent and our migrant communities for the 
World Day of Migrants & Refugees on Saturday 16 September, 2pm – 5.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish, Seven Hills. Come hear stories, enjoy free entertainment and activities. RSVP at via this Eventbrite 
link   

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S 

Please continue to make donations towards this project. Please advise transfer details (amount, name and 
date) to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so we can keep a record of donations. 

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE – have you registered yet? 

Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on Monday 4th September at the Bede Heather 
Centre, Marion St, Blacktown. We would like you to take on the  ministry of reader, extraordinary minister 
of holy Communion, or ministry at the altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, and  this is the link for the 
registration form.   

This formation course for you and all ministries are open to both women and men. Copies of the 
registration form are also available in the foyer. 

Thank you for those who have registered but we are still in desperate need for all these ministries 
at both Churches, especially ministers at the altar. 

FR ZVONIMIR – BLEIBURG: Massacre of the Croatian people 1945 

This is the title of Fr Zvonimir’s latest book and covers the history of his beloved Croatia, focusing on the 
suffering of the Croatian people, and their neighbours at the end of the Second World War. He ends with a 
chapter on Reconciliation, Forgiveness and Peace. The book is priced at $50 and you can order directly from 
Fr Zvonimir via email zvonimir@john23rd.org.au and he will arrange delivery to you. Brochures are 
available at the back of the Church.  

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 

Pope Francis resumed his cycle of catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the 
believer, focusing on the theme: “The proclamation (of the Gospel) in the mother tongue: Saint Juan 
Diego, messenger of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Guadalupe.” 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on apostolic zeal, we have been 
reflecting on the spread of the Gospel through the witness of men and women of every time 
and place. Today we consider the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Blessed Juan Diego, 
an event that contributed decisively to the evangelization of the Americas. By appearing to 
Juan Diego in native attire and speaking his language, the Blessed Virgin showed herself a 
Mother, the very Mother of God, and invited the indigenous peoples to take refuge beneath 
her mantle. The miracle of the roses that bloomed in mid-winter, and the appearance of Our 
Lady’s image on the fabric of Juan Diego’s cloak, speak eloquently of God’s preferential love for 
the poor and Mary’s maternal cooperation in the extension of his Kingdom. They also remind 
us of the important role of mothers and grandmothers in spreading the Gospel message, and, 
as in the case of Juan Diego, of our need as Christians for perseverance in the faith of our 
baptism. May the Mother of God, whose loving presence is felt in Guadalupe and in countless 
Marian shrines throughout the world, continue to draw hearts to Jesus her Son and to the 
saving truth of the Gospel. 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased: Colin Clark, Paul Connell 

Anniversaries: Bernard D’Cunha, Frank Pimanda, Eva Sakrouge, Philippe and Therese Etienne, Marie 
Bastian, Richard Rivas and Michael Ryan. 

 

Fr Wim 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://officeforworship.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Liturgical-Ministry-Formation-Enrolment-Form-September-2023.pdf
https://officeforworship.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Liturgical-Ministry-Formation-Enrolment-Form-September-2023.pdf
mailto:zvonimir@john23rd.org.au


SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

BSB    067 950 

Acct No   100005310 

Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 

Reference   Your name and please email details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA SYNOD NOVENA 

WEEK 2 - LISTENING 

REFLECTION 

The prophet Elijah came to realise that God is always a God of surprises, even in the way he passes by and 
makes himself felt: "A strong and heavy wind was rending the mountains and crushing rocks... but the Lord 
was not in the wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake - but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 
After the earthquake, there was fire - but the Lord was not in the fire. After the fire, there was a tiny 
whispering sound. When he heard this, Elijah hid his face in his cloak" (1 Kg 19:11-13). 

That is how God speaks to us. We need to open our ears to hear that tiny whispering sound, the gentle 
breeze of God, which scholars also translate as "a quiet whisper" or "a small, still voice". 

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE FAITHFUL OF THE DIOCESE OF ROME Paul VI Audience 
Hall -Saturday, 18 September 2021 

PAUSE FOR REFLECTION 

PRAYER 

O God, who always walks with us on the journey of life, we call upon you to lead us forth united. Bless and 
guide our Diocesan Synod. Keep us anchored in your love. 

Open our hearts as we listen and discern. Reveal to us the way we are called to go out into the deep. Give 
us the courage to pursue the mission with bold humility. 

May we experience renewal in our local Church today, and for generations to come. We ask this prayer 
through Jesus Christ, who in the power of the Holy Spirit continues to guide your Church, to the fullness of 
your Kingdom now, and forever. Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 

1st Eucharist Parent Meetings – 
OLOL & St Michael's 
Please be aware that the Parent 
Information Meetings for the 

Sacrament of 1st Eucharist will take place in OLOL 
Open Learning Centre on Monday 18th 
September at 7.30pm and at St Michael’s on 
Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th September at 7.30pm.  
You are required to attend one of these meetings if 
you wish your child to receive 1st Eucharist in 2023. 
For most children, particularly at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, we assume that by completing Online 
Registration for 1st Reconciliation, your child will 
continue with preparation for 1st Eucharist. Please 
contact us if this is not the case. 

If you did not register child for 1st Reconciliation in 
2023, you will need to complete Online Registration 
for 1st Eucharist from Friday 1st September with the 
link or QR code: 
https://forms.gle/H1ts2EX12K3qkw6z8 

 
Please Note:  Children must be 8 ½ at the time of 
receiving 1st Eucharist. 

Contact Parish Office for more details. 

Are you interested in joining a group of   
singers and instrumentalists who enjoy 

playing and singing? 
• Do you enjoy singing? 
• Do you enjoy playing an instrument? 
• Are you young? Are you old?  
• Are you in between?  
• Then this is for YOU !!!  

 
Contact:   Deb  debboffa@hotmail.com  

Children’s Liturgy 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 
9.30am Mass.This Liturgy is designed 
for children of school age and is held 
during 9.30am Mass each Sunday 
during school terms. The children 

listen to the Word of God at their own level and 
participate in activities focusing on the message of 
the Gospel.  

We only have a very small team  
and would love some help!  

Can you give a hand? 
Janina Starkey generously co-ordinates the Children’s 
Liturgy Team at OLOL would love some helpers for 
this important ministry. 

 

 
 

You are encouraged to pray with us on Social 
Justice issues. 

Dear Lord, 
There are so many out there with no place to call 
home and little to eat. You know where each of 
them are. In the name of Jesus keep them from 
physical and emotional harm and fill their hearts 
with hope as they walk their difficult paths.   

Holy Spirit we ask that you open avenues for each 
one of us to help guide them to a place of peace and 
security.  

We pray from Psalm 82:4. Rescue the weak and 
homeless from the powerful hands of heartless 
people.   Amen 

 
 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
21st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 26th August 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm Roland Barros Zelda Booth Madeline Leslie Nicole Whittaker 

 27th August 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Michael Guillema Marietta Guillema Kay Bull  

Janina Starkey 

22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

2nd September Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Peter Watkins Lourdes Subijano Grace Yee 

 
3rd September Sunday 

9.30am Ian Starkey Helen Thomas Mariah Di Mauro Louise Ryall  
Marlene Murrow 

23rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 9th September 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Robert Muscat  Colette Rajan Nicole Whittaker 

 10th September 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey John O’Grady Frangee Ampil Kay Bull,  

Janina Starkey 
Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 

https://forms.gle/H1ts2EX12K3qkw6z8
mailto:debboffa@hotmail.com


	Ingrid Vergano
Tel (02) 8838 3456 

Fax (02) 8838 3462 
Email ingrid.vergano@parracatholic.org 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Diocesan Ministries Centre 51-59 Allawah St, Blacktown NSW 2148  |  www.parracatholic.org/office-for-worship 

Please complete and return before Monday 28th August 2023 
Please Return Enrolment Form to:

Sessions Dates Selection

Compulsory Introductory Session Monday 4th September

Ministers of the Word (2 sessions) Monday 11th & 
Monday 18th September

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion (2 sessions) Monday 9th & 
Monday 16th October

Communion to the Sick and Dying (1 session) Monday 23rd October

Ministers at the Altar (2 sessions) Monday 30th October & 
Monday 6th November

First Name: ________________________________________         Last Name: _________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suburb: ____________________________________________________________           Postcode: __________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________         Email Address: _____________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________           Date: _______________________________

Parish:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest:  ________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest Signature:  ________________________________________________________________

Sessions are held Mondays 7.00pm, Bede Heather Centre (formerly known as the Institute for Mission),  
1-5 Marion St, Blacktown 2148

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023

• Please note if wishing to complete Communion to the Sick and Dying, it is compulsory to attend     
Ministers of Communion first. 

• If you would like to become a Minister at the Altar, you must attend all 8 sessions.

OFF  ICE FOR WORSHIP
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

Hannah Portelli
! (02) 8838 3456

" hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

O!ce for Worship 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150  |  # hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org |  $ o!ceforworship.org.au

04.22_OFW16773



 
 
 
 
 
 
Western Sydney Community Sleepout – Not too late 
We may not see the effects of homelessness on the streets or in the community around 
Baulkham Hills and nearby suburbs,  but it is rife throughout our Western Sydney 
community.  
 
According to the Greater Western Sydney Research Report: 

• Housing stress is one of the biggest drivers of disadvantage in Australia; 
• In Western Sydney alone, nearly 13,000 people are experiencing homelessness; 
• In some parts of Western Sydney, more than 40% of households are in rental stress, 

giving them few options if something happens that impacts their ability to pay their 
rent; 

• The current supply of social and affordable housing meets around 4% of the 
demand; and 

• On a day-to-day basis, families who are experiencing financial stress, relationship 
breakdowns or medical issues are forced to choose between feeding their family or 
paying their bills. 

 
Through its Support Centres, St Vincent de Paul provides support and referrals to assist 
struggling families to avoid homelessness. 
 
On Friday night past, 25th August, Colette Rajan and Stefan Boffa participated in the St 
Vincent de Paul Community Sleepout at the Western Sydney University Campus at 
Rydalmere, and have raised funds to help alleviate the effects of homelessness in Western 
Sydney. These funds will remain in the Western Sydney area to assist those in need through 
the Vinnies Support Centres. 
 
It is still not too late to donate to the efforts of Colette and Stefan for this worthy cause. To 
do so, you may scan one of the QR codes below to take you to their fundraising page. 
 
Colette Rajan   Stefan Boffa 
   

    
 
God bless you and keep you warm and safe this winter. 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 
 
 



 
Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

 

 

 Diocesan Adult Confirmation:        5 September  

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 
September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with 
the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held 
on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am – 2pm at the 
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as 
the IFM). Adult Confirmation is a community 
celebration for those who have reached the age of 16 
years and have received both the sacraments of 
Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the 
Confirmation. If you would like more information, 
please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 
795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.  

MET Worship Selecting Music for Mass Workshop: 
         7 September   

Looking for further training on selecting music for 
mass? Wanting some tips on encouraging a 
congregation to sing? Eric Grella, Music Formation 
Facilitator, Diocese of Parramatta  
will be running a Music Workshop on Thursday 7 
September at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown from 7pm-9pm! Musicians, Liturgy 
Planners and Clergy are invited to attend.  
RSVP by 5 September on 0460 037 795 or 
mary.gale@parracatholic.org  

World Day of Migrant and Refugees celebration: 
       16 September   

You're warmly invited to a family-friendly event 
with Bishop Vincent and our migrant communities 
for the World Day of Migrants & Refugees on 
Saturday 16 September, 2pm – 5.30pm at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish, Seven Hills. Come hear 
stories, enjoy free entertainment and activities. 
RSVP at 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-
world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-
675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch   

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
person, virtual appointments    

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with 
Zoom and telephone interviews available for 
those unable to attend the office. Please contact 
the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.    
  

 

 

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023   

Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked 
via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Friday 8th & Sunday 10th September – Places available 
Friday 6th & Sunday 8th October – Places available 
Friday 3rd & Sunday 5th November – Places available 
Friday 1st & Sunday 3rd December – Places available  

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples   

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples 
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is 
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances 
communication and involves shared 
responsibility.  
If you are: 

• Preparing for marriage  
• Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding  
• Looking for an effective, natural option 

and wanting to cease contraception   
• Peri menopausal  

Then NFP is for you!  
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org   

Volunteer for the House of Welcome  

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to 
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees 
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman 
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact 
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.  

Nominations open for Papal, Civil and Diocesan 
Awards   

From today until Thursday 7 September 2023, you 
can nominate an outstanding individual who has 
contributed to the Catholic Church and society for 
a Papal Honours Award, Civil Award or Diocesan 
Award. Please visit parracatholic.org/awards. The 
Awards Ceremony will be held in November.  

More details to come.  

  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 

 
Today, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal 
of the believer, focusing on the theme: “The proclamation (of the Gospel) in the mother tongue: Saint 
Juan Diego, messenger of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Guadalupe. ”  

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  

(Bible reading: Matth 11:25-27). 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

In our journey of rediscovering the passion for proclaiming the Gospel, that apostolic zeal; seeing how 
this passion to proclaim the Gospel has developed in the history of the Church; on this path, we look 
today to the Americas, where evangelisation has an ever-vital source: Guadalupe – the Mexicans are 
happy. Of course, the Gospel had already reached there prior to those apparitions, but unfortunately 
it had also been accompanied by worldly interests. Instead of the path of inculturation, too often the 
hasty approach of transplanting and imposing pre-constituted models – European, for instance – had 
been taken, lacking respect for the indigenous peoples. 

The Virgin of Guadalupe, on the other hand, appears dressed in the clothing of the indigenous, native 
peoples, she speaks their language, she welcomes and loves the local culture: Mary is Mother, and 
under her mantle every child finds a place. In Mary, God became flesh and, through Mary, He 
continues to incarnate Himself in the lives of peoples. 

Our Lady, in fact, proclaims God in the most suitable language; that is, the mother tongue. And Our 
Lady, too, speaks to us in the mother tongue, the language we understand well. The Gospel is 
transmitted through the mother tongue. And I would like to say thank you to the many mothers and 
so many grandmothers who pass the Gospel on to their children and grandchildren: faith is passed on 
with life; this is why mothers and grandmothers are the first evangelizers. [Let’s give] a round of 
applause for mothers and grandmothers! And it is communicated, as Mary shows, in simplicity: Our 
Lady always chooses those who are simple, on the hill of Tepeyac in Mexico, as at Lourdes and Fatima: 
speaking to them, she speaks to everyone, in a language suitable for all, in understandable language, 
like that of Jesus. 

Let us dwell then on the testimony of Saint Juan Diego, who is the messenger; he is the young man, 
he is the indigenous man who received the revelation of Mary: the messenger of Our Lady of 



Guadalupe. He was a simple person, an indio of the people: God, who loves to perform miracles 
through the little ones, had rested his gaze on him. 

Juan Diego was already a married adult when he embraced the faith. In December 1531, he was about 
55 years old. While walking along, he saw the on a hill the Mother of God, who tenderly called out to 
him. And what does Our Lady call him? “My most beloved little child Juanito” (Nican Mopohua, 23), 
taken from the name Juan. Then she sent him to the bishop to ask him to build a church there where 
she had appeared. 

Juan Diego, simple and willing, went with the generosity of his pure heart, but had to wait a long time. 
He finally spoke to the bishop, who did not believe him. And so often, we bishops [are like this], so 
often… He met Our Lady again, who consoled him and asked him to try again. The indio returned to 
the bishop and with great difficulty met him, but the bishop, after listening to him, dismissed him and 
sent men to follow him. Here is the difficulty, the trial of proclamation: despite zeal, the unexpected 
arrives, sometimes from the Church itself. To proclaim, in fact, it is not enough to bear witness to the 
good, it is necessary to know how to endure evil. Let’s not forget this: it is very important to proclaim 
the Gospel, not just by bearing witness to the good, but also by bearing with evil. A Christian does 
good, but also endures evil. Both go together; life is like that. 

Even today, in so many places, inculturating the Gospel and evangelising cultures requires constancy 
and patience, not being afraid of conflict, not losing heart. I am thinking of a country where Christians 
are persecuted, because they are Christians, and they can’t practice their faith easily and in peace. 
Juan Diego, discouraged because the bishop sent him away, asked Our Lady to dispense him and 
appoint someone more respected and more capable than him, but was invited to persevere. There is 
always the risk of a type of surrender in the proclamation: something doesn’t go right and one backs 
down, becoming discouraged and perhaps taking refuge in one’s own certainties, in small groups, and 
in some personal devotions. Our Lady, on the other hand, while she consoles us, makes us go forward 
and thus allows us to grow, like a good mother who, while following her son’s steps, launches him into 
the world’s challenges. 

Thus encouraged, Juan Diego returned to the bishop, who asked him for a sign. Our Lady promises 
Juan one, and comforts him with these words: “Let nothing frighten you, let nothing trouble your 
heart: [...] Am I not here, I who am your mother?” This is beautiful. Often times when we are in 
desolation, in sadness, in difficulty, Our Lady say this to us, too, in our hearts: Am I, your mother, not 
here? [She is] always close by us to console us and give us the strength to go on. 

Then she asked him to go to the arid hilltop to pick flowers. It was winter, but, nevertheless, Juan 
Diego found some beautiful flowers, put them in his cloak and offered them to the Mother of God, 
who invited him to take them to the Bishop as proof. He goes, waits his turn patiently and finally, in 
the presence of the bishop, opened his tilma – which is what the indigenous used to cover themselves 
– he opened his tilma to show the flowers—and behold! The image of Our Lady appeared the fabric 
of the cloak, the extraordinary and living image that we are familiar with, in whose eyes the 
protagonists of that time are still imprinted. This is God's surprise: when there is willingness and when 
there is obedience, He can accomplish something unexpected, in the time and in ways we cannot 
foresee. And so, the shrine requested by the Virgin was built, and even today one can visit it. 

Juan Diego left everything and, with the bishop's permission, dedicated his life to the shrine. He 
welcomed pilgrims and evangelised them. This is what happens in Marian shrines, pilgrimage 
destinations, and places of proclamation, where everyone feels at home – because it is the house of 
their mamma, the house of their mother – and experiences nostalgia for home, that is, the longing for 
the place where you find the Mother, Heaven. Faith is welcomed in these places in a simple way, the 
faith is welcomed in a genuine way, in a popular way. And as she told Juan Diego, Our Lady listens to 
our cries and heals our sorrows (cf. ibid., 32). We should learn this: when there are difficulties in life, 
we go to our Mother; and when life is happy, we also go to our Mother to share these things. We need 
to go to these oases of consolation and mercy, where faith is expressed in a maternal language; where 
we lay down the labours of life in Our Lady’s arms and return to life with peace in our hearts, perhaps 
with the peace of little children. 



 

Jesuit & Ignatian 

Spirituality Australia 

 

This Season of Creation we invite you to pause and immerse yourself in the 
sacredness and interconnectedness of all God’s creation. 

With six weekly complimentary contemplations to help heal and sustain your 
relationship with Earth, and with God in Earth. Contemplations to help us work 
together on behalf of all Creation. 

Each week you will receive a contemplation to your inbox which will focus on a 
different dimension of Nature… water… rock… soil… plants… and animal life. 

You can take these short audio reflections out into Nature… and you can share 
them with your friends and colleagues. 

Register now to receive your complimentary contemplation in your inbox 
each week during the Season of Creation – from 30 August to 4 October 
2023.      

REGISTER NOW  

https://jisa-au.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZqaXNhLm9yZy5hdSUyRnNlYXNvbi1vZi1jcmVhdGlvbiUyRiUzRnV0bV9zb3VyY2UlM0RBY3RpdmVDYW1wYWlnbiUyNnV0bV9tZWRpdW0lM0RlbWFpbCUyNnV0bV9jb250ZW50JTNERklSU1ROQU1FJTJCJTI1MkMlMkJZb3UlMkJyZSUyQmludml0ZWQlMkJ0byUyQmVtYnJhY2UlMkJ0aGUlMkJTYWNyZWRuZXNzJTJCb2YlMkJDcmVhdGlvbiUyNnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbiUzREF1Z3VzdCUyQi0lMkJTT0MlMkJJbnZpdGF0aW9uJTJCJTI1MjMx&sig=DFf39jG78W4nnPY2Ywxk2j5Ekp2uzW1UhkgpxyuxCVpj&iat=1691714101&a=%7C%7C67975642%7C%7C&account=jisa-au%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=RdCmnQAT3AxwHrUdb5X8I%2BGTAHdbV4BHbr5qdHY6sUlFk5O57AW8lNWr6vfv1F4%3D%3AvRYVsAyYKHvLyLLiMqV3m98CP4C%2FmJO1&s=a9e5cfb7246963510cffc85270c915d6&i=244A352A1A3592



	1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick

