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A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS 21 June 2020

In this Sunday’s Gospel (cf. Mt 10:26-33) the
invitation that Jesus addresses to His disciples
resonates: to have no fear, to be strong and
confident in the face of life’s challenges, as he
forewarns them of the adversities that await them.
Today’s passage is part of the missionary discourse,
with which the Teacher prepares the Apostles for
their first experience of proclaiming the Kingdom
of God. Jesus persistently exhorts them to “have no
fear”. Fear is one of the most terrible enemies of
our Christian life. Jesus exhorts: “have no fear”,
“fear not”. And Jesus describes three tangible
situations that they will find themselves facing.

Be Not Afraid!

First and foremost the hostility of those who would
like to stifle the Word of God, by sugar-coating it, watering it down, or by silencing those
who proclaim it. In this case, Jesus encourages the Apostles to spread the message of
salvation that He has entrusted to them. For the moment, He has transmitted it
cautiously, somewhat covertly, among the small group of disciples. But they will utter
his Gospel “in the light”, that is, openly; and will proclaim it “upon the housetops” — as
Jesus says — that is, publicly.

The second difficulty that Christ’s missionaries will encounter is the physical threat
against them, that is, direct persecution of them personally, to the point of being killed.
This prophesy by Jesus is realized in every age: it is a painful reality, but it attests to the
faithfulness of witnesses. How many Christians are persecuted even today throughout
the world! They suffer for the Gospel with love, they are martyrs of our days. And we
can say with confidence that they are more numerous than those of the earliest times:
so many martyrs, just for the fact of being Christians. Jesus advises these disciples of
yesterday and today who suffer persecution: “do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul” (v. 28). We should not allow ourselves to be frightened by those
who seek to extinguish evangelizing power with arrogance and violence. Indeed, they
can do nothing against the soul, that is, against communion with God: no one can take
this away from disciples, because it is a gift from God. The only fear that a disciple should
have is that of losing this divine gift, closeness, friendship with God, giving up living
according to the Gospel, thereby acquiring moral death, which is the effect of sin.

Jesus indicates as the third type of test that the Apostles will have to face, the sensation,
which some may feel, that God himself has abandoned them, remaining distant and
silent. Here too, Jesus exhorts them not to fear, because even while experiencing these
and other pitfalls, the life of disciples lies firmly in the hands of God who loves us and
looks after us. They are like three temptations: to sugar-coat the Gospel, to water it
down; second: persecution; and third: the feeling that God has left us alone. Even Jesus
suffered this trial in the Garden of Olives and on the Cross: “Father, why have you
forsaken me?”, Jesus asks. At times one feels this spiritual barrenness; we must not fear
it. The Father takes care of us, because our value is great in His eyes. What matters is
frankness, the courage of our witness, our witness of faith: “recognizing Jesus before
men” and going forth doing good.

May Mary Most Holy, model of trust and abandonment in God in the hour of adversity
and danger, help us never to surrender to despair, but rather always to entrust ourselves
to Him and to his grace, because God'’s grace is ever more powerful than evil.



mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.ololbhs.org.au/

TWELFTH SUNDAY IBN ORDINARY TIME

Entrance Antiphon:

The Lord is the strength of his people,

a saving refuge for the one he has anointed.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and
govern them for ever.

First Reading Jer 20:10-13

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

He has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands
of those who are evil.

Jeremiah said:

‘I hear so many disparaging me,

“Terror from every side!

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”

All those who used to be my friends

watched for my downfall,

“Perhaps he will be seduced into error.

Then we will master him and take our revenge
But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero;

my opponents will stumble, mastered,
confounded by their failure; everlasting, unforgettable
disgrace will be theirs.

But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice,
who scrutinise the loins and heart,

let me see the vengeance you will take on them,

for I have committed my cause to you.

Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord, for he has delivered
the soul of the needy from the hands of evil men.’

1”7

Responsorial Psalm
Response: Lord, in your great love, answer me.

1. Itis for you that | suffer taunts,

that shame covers my face,

that | have become a stranger to my brothers,
an alien to my own mother's sons.

| burn with zeal for your house

and taunts against you fall on me. (R.)

2. This is my prayer to you,

my prayer for your favour.

In your great love, answer me, O God,
with your help that never fails:

Lord, answer, for your love is kind;

in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.)

3. The poor when they see it will be glad

and God-seeking hearts will revive;

for the Lord listens to the needy

and does not spurn his servants in their chains.
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise,
the sea and all its living creatures. (R.)

Second Reading Rom 5:12-15

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
God's gift to us is nothing like our sin against him.

Sin entered the world through one man, and through
sin death, and thus death has spread through the
whole human race because everyone has sinned. Sin
existed in the world long before the Law was given.
There was no law and so no one could be accused of
the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all
from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike
that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that
through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more
certain that divine grace, coming through the one
man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant
free gift.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says the
Lord, and you also will be my witnesses.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 10:26-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Do not fear those who can kill the body.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be
afraid. For everything that is now covered will be
uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made
clear. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight;
what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the house-
tops.

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body
and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a
penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without
your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head has
been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are
worth more than hundreds of sparrows.

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of
men, | will declare myself for him in the presence of my
Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the
presence of men, | will disown in the presence of my
Father in heaven.’

Communion Antiphon

The eyes of all look to you, Lord,
and you give them their food in due season.



REFLECTION FOR TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO

SO DON'T BE AFRAID:

you are worth more than mdn_y SpParrows.

“Do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows...Everyone who acknowledges me
before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” Matthew 10: 26-33

Those of us who are in the second half of our lives will surely have memories of Sunday sermons,
parish missions and retreats in which we were reminded of the depths of our sinfulness. While Jesus
in today’s gospel-reading, and on many other occasions, urged us not to let fear control our lives, we
have all had the experience of vigorous preachers seemingly intent on trying “to scare hell out of us”.
Generations of Catholics in the pre-Vatican Il Church grew up with low self-esteem and very conscious
of an exaggerated sense of their own sinfulness. That sense of sinfulness somehow deafened us from
hearing that God loves us ceaselessly and unconditionally. We learned to be afraid of the God revealed
to us by Jesus as the very essence of love, not one of whom to be afraid.

Our having been created in the image of a loving God means that we are good (not perfect), creative,
free and are made for love. We know that most of the people we encounter in the course of our daily
lives are good and decent, yet we are hesitant to acknowledge that we, too, are good and decent. |
have become increasingly convinced that many Christians are reluctant to volunteer to be involved in
church-run activities like visiting the sick, reaching out to people in economic hardship through groups
like the St Vincent de Paul Society, or working in soup kitchens to feed street people, because they
have concluded that they are not good enough. If we repeatedly tell people that they are sinful, they
will develop low self-esteem. They certainly won’t see themselves as ambassadors of Jesus and the
Gospel. But are we not all, without exception, meant to be disciples of Jesus, invited to walk in his
footsteps? We are all qualified for that very thing. And there is no entrance test after baptism.

Today’s gospel-reading opens with Jesus urging his disciples to get on with the job of supporting him
in what he had instructed them was his mission to the world. While he was clearly an astute judge of
character, Jesus did not enlist as helpers a group of competent, well-educated executives or people
managers. Instead of selecting specialists, he chose, in the main, ordinary workers, without putting
them through some kind of aptitude test. He simply assured them of their worth to God and urged
them (three times) not to allow themselves to be paralysed by fear. Why, we may ask, did Jesus
identify fear as a particular hazard for discipleship? | suggest that he recognised, from observing
human behaviour, that a characteristic of many people is to react with hesitation and caution when
they are confronted by others who are markedly different. The challenge of reaching out to people in
physical and emotional need, to those who are homeless, to those who are forced to survive on their
wits, to those who live on the edges of society stirs up one’s prejudices, biases, suspicions and fears.
There is little difference between the disciples whom Jesus chose and us, their successors. The
disciples Jesus selected were, in the main, good, decent, ordinary people, little different from us.
Neither they nor we were/are exempt from fear and prejudice. The first step in dealing with such is to
recognise and accept that we have tendencies to both ingrained within us. But let’s not exclude
ourselves from being involved actively in discipleship by pleading that we are not good enough.




Jesus did not ignore the fact that, in the course of their ministering and preaching, his disciples would
encounter risk and danger. However, he emphasised their dearness to a God whose watchful and
caring eye was ever on them. In what might seem an unusual comparison, he compared them to
sparrows, the most insignificant of creatures: “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of
them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowing.” Throughout the marketplaces of the Middle
East of Jesus’ time, sparrows were sold as the meat of the poor. Yet they were not beneath God’s
notice and care. By implication, Jesus was making the point that, if God cares for creatures as
seemingly insignificant as the sparrows, there is nobody or nothing that is beyond the ambit of God'’s
loving care. To Jesus, the lives of every one of us, made in the image of God, have innate value. We,
therefore, cannot appreciate our own value without acknowledging that our next-door neighbours,
those sleeping and begging on our streets and those wandering our world as refugees and asylum
seekers are in the eyes of God of equal value with us. Failure by some in positions of power to respect
the equality and dignity of all has led to the horrors of ethnic cleansing, to conflicts that have driven
millions of our sisters and brothers to seek asylum beyond the borders of their own lands, and has
stirred others to step forward courageously to remind our world that Black Lives Matter.

Our value in God’s eyes is not a guarantee of safety. But when we know in our bones that God loves
and cares for us, we can find the courage to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Proclaiming a message of
care and acceptance of the most disadvantaged, of justice and compassion for all, of forgiveness of
one’s enemies may well meet with derision and rejection. They are the risks and costs of firm and
fearless discipleship. Acknowledging Jesus to the world is to live his message of compassion, justice
and acceptance to all we encounter, for they, too, are loved and valued by God.

Today’s first reading gives us an account of how Jeremiah, a reluctant prophet for God, found the
courage to confront the halls of government and power on national issues related to warfare, and
domestic issues related to labour, poverty and crime. He fronted politicians on their applying personal,
short-term remedies to immediate problems instead of planning for long-term security. He labelled
unequal distribution of wealth as the major cause of social evils. He pointed out that investment in
national security was not a recipe for peace. What he did and the way he did it were not undertakings
for the faint-hearted and the fearful. But his intrusion led to his being thrown into a pit and left to die.
When a prophet delivers a message that disturbs the comfortable, the comfortable will often set out
to kill the messenger. After all, that’s what later eventuated for Jesus. The issues that Jeremiah
identified and challenged are as current in the halls of power today as they were in his day. That raises
for me a question as to how | can go about challenging the injustices | see perpetrated by powerful
people whom we together have elected to lead us.

All this prompts me to consider how | measure the value of the people with whom I live and work. Is
my assessment based on their productivity? Their approachability? Their readiness to collaborate or
agree with me? On the fact that they are treasured by the God in whom | put my trust? On the
conviction that we are all equal?

| conclude with a reflection by the prominent American lawyer, Kenneth Feinberg who chaired the
committee appointed to award compensation to the families of victims of the September 11 terrorist
attacks in New York and Washington. The committee under Feinberg’s leadership began with a basic
formula and then used their discretion and accumulated wisdom. They considered the age of each
victim, their dependents, their income at the time of the terrorist attack, their earning potential and
whether or not they had life insurance. The value assigned to these lost lives varied enormously from
as little as $250,000 for blue-collar workers to as much as $7.1 million for top executives. After their
task was completed, Feinberg observed: “As | met with the 9/11 families and wrestled with issues
surrounding the valuation of lives lost, | began to question a basic premise of our country’s legal
system. Trained in law, | had always accepted that no two lives were worth the same in financial terms.
Now | have discovered that the law is in conflict with my growing belief in the equality of all life.” |
suggest that the response Jesus would make is: “Mr Feinberg, you are not far from the kingdom of
God!”




Prayer Requests

o

Please remember in your prayers the
relatives and friends of our Parish

! Communities for whom prayers have
been requested:

Recently Deceased: Janet Nissen
Anniversaries: Olivia May, Bob Daley

Remembrance: Diana & Jim Rodgers, Cecily Ryan,
Thomas Minogue, Vincent Minogue

Our sick relatives & friends

Eileen McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero
(Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick,
Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa
Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne
Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian
Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie
Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani,
Richard Meagher and all who areiill or struggling as a result
of the Coronavirus throughout the world.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
'_‘/9 takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
‘%‘l{ Church each Friday morning prior to
1 the 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration
f\""“f‘ﬁ“"‘ commences at 8.50am.
Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?
If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we
have low gluten (negligible) hosts to
enable you to receive the Body of Christin
.~ Communion. Please speak to Father or

’/‘ the Acolyte before Mass. Please go to the
priest celebrating Mass to receive Communion.

Fucharistic

| 3

-

PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS
We appreciate your support, especially those who do not
yet feel comfortable returning to Church. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection — for support of priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishba
ulkhambhills

Keeping You Connected
The following links will take you to the live-streaming of

Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes:

24th June 2023, "The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time"
... https://youtube.com/live/AYVfLE-ryXs

The 6.00pm Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these
links, from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those
who are unable to join us for our weekly Sunday
celebration.

St Vincent de Paul Society
govd werks

2023 Winter Appeal

Our Winter Appeal is running over the weekends of:
24/25* June and 1/2" July

It is the most vulnerable in our community that is
being hit hardest. Due to interest rate rises, families
are being put under mortgage stress, and increasing
rents are putting already stretched family budgets
under even more stress. Older women are
particularly vulnerable at this time and are
experiencing homelessness at alarming rates. Our
aim is to keep a roof over everyone’s head and food
on their tables.

All we ask is that you give what you can to assist
those less fortunate than we are at this time.

Scan the QR code below with your smartphone to
reach our Fundraising Page where there are details to
allow an electronic fund transfer, or you may make a
donation directly by credit card. Donation envelopes
will be available at the rear of the Church and our
volunteers will be present after the weekend masses
to accept cash donations.

If you are able and wish to take advantage of tax
concessions for this financial year you may donate
this weekend, otherwise you may hold your donation
over until next weekend.

God bless you and keep you warm and safe
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference

Accommodation required - URGENTLY

Two young men, war refugees from Afghanistan, are
desperately in need of a room to rent. They have been
granted Permanent Residence in Australia and have
been through all the required security checks.

If you can assist please call Thecla on 0422161239 for
more details.



https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/AYvfLE-ryXs

PARISH NOTES 23 JUNE 2023

Dear Parishioners,
REGISTRATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS OF RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION

Registration is open for the sacraments of Penance, followed by First Communion. The Sacrament for
Reconciliation may be received by those who are 7%, but children must be 8% by the beginning of
November to receive their First Holy Communion.

The Registration period runs to June 30, and may be accessed via this link or use the QR code.

A compulsory Parents’ Information Evening for Reconciliation will take place on
Monday 17 July (the first day back after the school holidays) at 7pm at either St
Michael’s Church or the OLOL Learning Centre. The session is repeated on Tuesday
18" at 7pm at St Michael’s for those unable to attend on Monday evening.

MASS LINK FOR THE TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORIDNARY TIME

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A and
available on YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/live/AYVfLE-ryXs. Please copy the link into
browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK

page.
DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS

Families called to share their stories with the first Diocesan Synod

Bishop Vincent wants to hear from families and households across Western Sydney and the Blue
Mountains. Your stories will inform the direction of our local Church into the future through what is
known as a synod. Our Diocesan Synod is both an event and a process where people gather to
discuss important matters relating to the life and mission of the Church. Synods are transformative
experiences that lead to renewal in the Church’s life.

Did you know you can do a Synod exercise at home with your family or children? Here are the links
Synod at Home for Kids and Synod at Home for Households.

You are welcome to provide your own input or submission to the Synod, individually or as a group, via
the link https://parracatholic.org/synod getinvolved/

Parish Update

We are having some difficulty confirming the dates for a parish listening consultation. Hopefully there
will be a morning session at St Michael’s and an evening session at Our Lady of Lourdes.

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE — we need your help

Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on Monday 4™ September at the Bede Heather
Centre, Marion St, Blacktown.

If you would like to take on the ministry of reader, extraordinary minister of holy Communion, or
ministry at the altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, this is the link for the registration form. This is
the formation course for you and all ministries are open to both women and men.

Copies of the registration form are also available in the foyer of St Michael’s Church and on the
Noticeboard at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both Churches.
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SAFEGUARDING MANDATORY MODULES FACE-TO-FACE TRAINING

The Diocesan Safeguarding team are organising sessions for parish clergy, staff and volunteers to
complete their Mandatory Safeguarding Modules 1-3 throughout July at St Paul the Apostle Parish,
Winston Hills.

1. Tuesday 4 July (12noon-4.45pm) for Modules 1-3

2. Monday 10 July (6.30pm-8.30pm) for Modules 1 and 3
3. Tuesday 11 July (6.30pm-8.00pm) for Module 2

4. Saturday 22 July (12noon-4.45pm) for Modules 1-3

Please email safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org or winstonhills@parracatholic.org to register
for one of these face-to-face opportunities to complete your Mandatory Safeguarding Training.

DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CONFERENCE: Faith Strengthened, Nourished and Expressed - St Andrew’s

Marayong -15 JULY: 9.30am to 2.00pm
The Diocesan Liturgy Conference is on again in 2023! Fr Peter Williams AM VG will
be the Keynote speaker as we celebrate the 60t anniversary of the Constitution on
Sacred Liturgy. The conference will include a variety of workshops such as
nourishing faith in children and discovering sacred art. To register, please scan the
QR code, visit www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495, or contact
mary.gale@parracatholic.org.

There is a $30 cost, which the parish will cover via reimbursement if you let us know you are attending.
DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral
with the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am — 2pm at the
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as the IFM).

Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those who have reached the age of 16 years

and have received both the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the
Confirmation. If you would like more information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037
795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.

A WALK THROUGH THE MASS

With Pope Francis not currently giving his audiences owing to his recovery from surgery, we have
instead provided a little Walk through the Mass, which has been adapted from what the Presentation
Parish, Sacramento CA has produced.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Paul Millar, Peter Magann, Heraclides de Leon, Janet Nissen, Bill Moore,
Angelo Odello

Anniversaries: Derry Leahy, George Abagi, Olivia May, Maryrose Grech, Tony Bonello
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Prayers & Sympathy

We offer our prayers and sympathy to the

family of Janet Nissen who passed away last
weekend Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of
Janet will be celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes Church
this Tuesday at 11.00am.

We also offer our prayers and sympathy to Ann Odello
and her family on the death earlier this week of Angelo.
Funeral arrangements for the Repose of the Soul of
Angelo are yet to be finalized.

Both these parishioners have been long time members
of Our Lady Lourdes community. Please keep their
families in your prayers at this time of grief and sadness.

May Janet and Angelo rest in the peace and joy of the

Risen Christ!

Parents will soon receive a letter inviting them to register
their children for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and
Communion at Our Lady of Lourdes for 2022:

16t — 30t June via GOOGLE FORMS.

The compulsory Parents’ information evening will be

held at Our Lady of Lourdes Open Learning Centre on
Monday 17" July at 7.30pm.

e The Children’s Workbooks for Reconciliation will

be available at this compulsory parent meeting.

e The program consists of four weekly sessions of

parents sharing your Catholic Faith with your

child(ren). Each of these four weeks you will

have Parent Guidance Notes provided to you via

email, to assist you. You are asked to read these

notes for your own formation before you begln

working with your child.

SACRAMENTAL NEWS ...

9F Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of 1%t Eucharist

Key dates:
Online Registration 16th-30t" June

LINK: https://forms.gle/BWFbMcu9181lialuD9

Watch Bishop Vincent
ABC TV’s Compass

St Vincent de Paul Society
g, warks

You are encouraged
to pray with us on Social Justice issues.

Dear Lord,
There are so many out there with no place to call home
and little to eat. You know where each of them are. In
the name of Jesus keep them from physical and
emotional harm and fill their hearts with hope as they
walk their difficult paths.

Holy Spirit we ask that you open avenues for each one
of us to assist them towards a place of peace and
security.

We pray from Psalm 82:4. “Rescue the weak and
homeless from the powerful hands of heartless
people”. Amen

Music Ministry 9,30am Mass

Are you interested in joining a group of singers and

instrumentalists who enjoy playing and singing?
e Do you enjoy singing?
e Do you enjoy playing an mstrument?
e Areyouyoung? ;
e Arevyouold? 7
e Areyouin between?
e Then this is for YOU !!!
e Contact: Deb debboffa@hotmail.com

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
- 24t June \S/?;:r(é?r/n Roland Barros | Madeline Leslie Jane Wilks Grace Yee
Sunday . . . . Louise Ryall,
25t June 9.30am Anthony Pope | Michael Guillema | Marietta Guillema Janina Starkey
15t Jul Seterday John Cavaleri Lourdes Subijano | Peter Watkins Nicole Whittaker
y Vigil, 6pm
Sunday Marlene Murrow,
2" July 9.30am lan Starkey Bernard Ryall Angela Ryall Kay Bull
Saturday
8th July . John Vassett Maureen Steele Peter Steele Grace Yee
Vigil, 6pm
Sunday . . Madeleine Menasse,
9th July 9.30am lan Starkey Nicole Christoy Helen Thomas Louise Ryall

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance



https://forms.gle/BWFbMcu9181ia1uD9

Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to
take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe Standards.

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-
safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child Safe
Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our Parish are
cared for and safe in our community?

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in
parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all
those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the
other Standards can be demonstrated as well.

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community. Let
us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take advantage
of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the Diocese. Next week
the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook, Rooty Hill, Springwood
and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for dates and time. You are
welcome to register for any of these training sessions by contacting:
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online
training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete
them at your own pace.

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link:
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email
Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed
to building safe communities!



https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

2023 SACRAMENT OF FIRST RECONCILIATION
& FIRST EUCHARIST - PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

REGISTER ONLINE ~ 16™ - 30TH JUNE

Registration is now open for the sacraments of Penance, followed by First Communion.
The Sacrament for Reconciliation may be received by those who are 7%, but children
v7 7 must be 8% by the beginning of November to receive their First Holy Communion.

Tt o233 @

\ P
; * The Registration period runs from 16 to June 30, and may be accessed ®
()

o' oo https://forms.gle/BWFbMcu9181ialuD9 or use the QR code.
o 0,0
%%
r\ A compulsory Parents’ Information Evening for Reconciliation will
\JA take place on Monday 17 July (the first day back after the school holidays) at 7pm at
2 either St Michael’s Church or the OLOL Learning Centre. The session is repeated on

Tuesday 18t at 7pm at St Michael’s for those unable to attend on Monday evening.

Our Sacramental Programs have been run a little differently in recent years for both St
Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes communities and this will continue in 2023.

e Firstly, we invite you to register your child via an online Google Form from 16" June — 30" June. See
link and QR Code. It will be assumed, by registering, that you and your child will commit yourselves
to both programs in order to celebrate the Sacraments of 15t Reconciliation & 15t Eucharist in 2023. If
you have more than one child preparing for these Sacraments at this time, please complete a separate
online Registration Form for each child.

e PRESENTATION AT WEEKEND MASS. You and your child(ren) are asked to attend Mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes or St Michael’s on the weekend of 22"4/23"4 July, to enable our faith communities
to support your family throughout this Sacramental Journey.

Re the program -

e Parental Guidance Notes will be provided via email on Monday afternoon of each week during the
preparation. These short videos/notes are mainly for parent use, outlining briefly what is expected
each week.

e Parents and children are asked to then work through the Children's activity workbook, “The
Sacrament of Reconciliation”, one session per week. The workbooks will be available at the Parent
Information Evening.

e There may be questions or concerns that you wish to discuss as you work through this preparation
with your child. You can email sacspobh@gmail.com for support/assistance at any time throughout
the program.

e Please keep an eye on your emails for links and information related to the programs.
The 2023 Reconciliation Program will run as follows:

e Compulsory Parent Information Evening
- Monday 17t July at 7.30pm

e Presentation at Weekend Masses — 22"4/23" July

e Week1l — starting 24 July

e Week2 — starting 31t July

e Week3 — starting 7t August
e Week4 — starting 14™ August

e Week of August 21 -25 Celebration of the Sacrament of 1%t Reconciliation. Times to be advised.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Parish Office for further information.

PLEASE NOTE: NO LATE REGISTRATIONS CAN BE ACCEPTED.


https://forms.gle/BWFbMcu9181ia1uD9
mailto:sacspobh@gmail.com
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Safeguarding Mandatory Modules Face-to-Face
Training

The Diocesan Safeguarding team are organising
sessions for parish clergy, staff and volunteers to
complete their Mandatory Safeguarding Modules 1-3
throughout July at St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston
Hills.

1. Tuesday 4 July (12noon-4.45pm) - Modules 1-3

2. Monday 10 July (6.30pm-8.30pm) - Modules 1
and 3

3. Tuesday 11 July (6.30pm-8.00pm) - Module 2
4. Saturday 22 July (12noon-4.45pm) - Modules 1-3

Please email safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
or winstonhills@parracatholic.org to register for one
of these face-to-face opportunities to complete your
Mandatory Safeguarding Training.

Diocesan Liturgical Conference: Saturday 15 July

The Diocesan Liturgy Conference is on
again in 2023! Save the date for
Saturday 15 July at St Andrew the
Apostle Parish, Marayong. Fr Peter
Williams AM VG will be the Keynote
speaker as we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the
Constitution on Sacred Liturgy. The conference will
include a variety of workshops such as nourishing
faith in children and discovering sacred art. To
register, please visit

www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495, sca
n the QR code or
contact mary.gale@parracatholic.org .

Diocesan Synod 2023 — The Time is Now!

Over the next six weeks, Bishop Vincent is
travelling throughout the Diocese and listening
directly to people’s stories and suggestions about
our Church. Join him at one of four locations to
have your say. Events start at 6.30pm with light
refreshments:

e Saturday 24 June at Holy Spirit Primary

School, St Clair.

Please email synod2023@parracatholic.org for
more information and to register.

To register for your local consultation and to learn
more about the Diocesan synod, visit
parracatholic.org/synod2023

Aboriginal Catholic Care NAIDOC Celebrations: 4

July

You are warmly invited to attend Aboriginal Catholic
Care's NAIDOC Week celebrations on Tuesday 4 July
at 252 Luxford Road, Emerton from 10am to 2pm.
The event will include Stalls, Entertainment, Rides,
Jumping Castle, Creature Feature, Face Painting,
Sausage Sizzles & much more.

MET Worship RCIA (Right of Christian Initiation for

Adults) Teams Formation Seminars: Beginning 3
August

MET Worship’s Formation Seminar for RCIA Teams
will be commencing on Thursday 3 August
throughout August from 7pm to 9pm at the Bishop
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. New topics will be
covered each week throughout the Seminar including
Using Rituals, Mystagogia and more! To RSVP and to
learn more about the seminar topics, please contact
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org or call 0460 037
795.

Diocesan Adult Confirmation: 5 September

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5
September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with
the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held
on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am — 2pm at the
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as
the IFM). Adult Confirmation isa community
celebration for those who have reached the age of 16
years and have received both the sacraments of
Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the
Confirmation. If you would like more information,
please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037
795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023

Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked
via the website. For more information, email
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

Friday 11t & Sunday 13t August — Places available
Friday 8t & Sunday 10t September — Places available
Friday 6t & Sunday 8t October — Places available
Friday 34 & Sunday 5t November — Places available
Friday 15t & Sunday 3" December — Places available



mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
mailto:winstonhills@parracatholic.org
http://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:synod2023@parracatholic.org
http://parracatholic.org/synod2023
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org

A WALK THROUGH THE MASS -
with thanks to the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, Sacramento CA

Catholics know what is going to happen next. One of the basic, distinctive marks of our way of praying
is ritual: We do things over and over. When the priest says, “The Lord be with you,” without any
thought or hesitation the congregation responds, “And with your Spirit.” The priest says, “Let us pray,’
and the congregation stands up.

4

Our daily lives have their rituals also: There are set ways of greeting people, eating, responding to a
text. And when we are accustomed to a certain way of doing things we seldom ask why we do it that
way. In the Eucharist, too, we have many ritual actions which we perform without asking why.

What is the Mass or Liturgy?

A good way to describe the Mass is to say that it is Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday
made present today in ritual. It is not merely a meal which reminds us of the Last Supper, or a Passion
play which helps recall Good Friday, or a Sunrise Service which celebrates the Lord’s Resurrection.

The basic “shape” of the ritual of the Mass can be described as a meal. This is not to say it is “just
another meal” or that we are ignoring the Mass as sacrifice. Not at all. The point is, the shape of the
Mass, even when viewed as sacrifice, is that of a meal.

When friends gather for a meal, they sit and talk: Eventually they move to the table, say grace,
pass the food and eat and drink, and finally take their leave and go home.

On our walk through the Mass we will follow this same map: we will see ritual acts of
1 gathering,
2 storytelling, (the Liturgy of the Word)
3. meal sharing, (the Liturgy of the Eucharist), and
4

commissioning.



PART ONE: GATHERING RITES

Coming together, assembling, is at the heart of our Sunday worship. The reason behind each of the
ritual actions of the first part of the Mass can be found in this word: gathering. The purpose of these
rites is to bring us together into one body, ready to listen and to break bread together.

Greeters. In many churches today there will be someone at the door to greet you as you arrive for
Sunday Mass: We all like to be greeted and welcomed when we gather for a celebration. When
friends come for a meal or a party, we greet them at the door and welcome them into our home.

Use of water. One of the first things Catholics do when they come to church is dip their right hand in
water and make the sign of the cross. This ritual is a reminder of our Baptism: We were baptized with
water and signed with the cross. At every Mass we renew our promises to die to sin.

Genuflection. In medieval Europe, it was a custom to go down on one knee (to genuflect) before a
king or person of rank. This secular mark of honour gradually entered the Church and people began
to genuflect to honour the altar and the presence of Christ in the tabernacle before entering the pew.
Today many people express their reverence with an even older custom and bow to the altar before
taking their place.

Posture, song. When the Mass begins everyone stands up. Standing is the traditional posture of the
Christian at prayer: It expresses our attentiveness to the word of God and our readiness to carry it
out.

Often, we begin by singing together. What better way to gather than to unite our thoughts and our
voices in common word, rhythm and melody. (all the parts of music, harmony, melody, different
instruments-separate they are not complete)

Greeting. The priest will ask us to begin with the sign of the cross, again reminding us of Baptism,
and will greet us, saying, “The Lord be with you.” You will hear this greeting frequently. It means
many things. Like “good day” it can mean both “hello” and “good-bye.”

It is both a wish (may the Lord be with you) and a profound statement of faith (as you assemble for
worship, the Lord is with you). It is an ancient biblical greeting: Boaz returned from Bethlehem (we
read in the Book of Ruth 2:4) and said to the reapers, “The Lord be with you!”

The ritual response to this greeting is always the formula, “And with your spirit,” by which we return
the hello, the good wishes, the statement of faith.

Penitential Rite, Gloria. All the other ritual acts of this first part of the Mass are intended to gather
us together into a worshiping assembly.

Sometimes we are asked to pause and recall our common need for salvation (the Penitential Rite).

Sometimes the hymn “Glory to God in the Highest” is sung or recited at this point. The “Gloria” has
been a part of the Mass since about the sixth century! These longer hymns and responses are found
on the screen.

Opening Prayer (or Collect). At the close of this first part of the Mass the priest will ask us to join our
minds in prayer, and after a few moments of silence he will collect our intentions into one prayer to
which we all respond “Amen,” a Hebrew word for “So be it.”

PART TWO: STORY TELLING

Liturgy of the Word. When we gather at a friend’s home for a meal, we always begin with
conversation, telling our stories. At Mass, after the rites of gathering, we sit down and listen as
readings from the Word of God are proclaimed. They are the stories of God’s people.

Three readings and a psalm. On Sundays there are three readings from the Bible.



The first reading will be from the Hebrew Scriptures. (except during the Easter season.) We recall the
origins of our covenant. It will relate to the Gospel selection and will give background and an insight
into the meaning of what Jesus will do in the Gospel.

Then we will sing or recite a psalm—a song from God’s own inspired hymnal, the Book of Psalms of
the Hebrew Bible.

The second reading will usually be from one of the letters of Paul or another apostolic writing.
The third reading will be taken from one of the four Gospels.

Some visitors to the Catholic Mass are surprised to find us reading from the Bible! We have not
generally been famous for our Bible reading, and yet the Mass has always been basically and
fundamentally biblical.

Even some Catholics might be surprised to learn how much of the Mass is taken from the Bible: Not
only the three readings and the psalm, not only the obviously biblical prayers such as the Holy, Holy,
Holy and the Lord’s Prayer, but most of the words and phrases of the prayers of the Mass are taken
from the Bible.

Standing for the Gospel. Because of the unique presence of Christ in the proclamation of the Gospel,
it has long been the custom to stand in attentive reverence to hear these words. We believe that Christ
“is present in his word, since it is he himself who speaks when the holy Scriptures are read in the
church” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #7).

The priest will again greet us with “The Lord be with you.”

He then introduces the Gospel reading while marking a small cross on his forehead, lips and heart
with his thumb while praying silently that God cleans his mind and his heart so that his lips may
worthily proclaim the Gospel.

In many places, the congregation performs this ritual action along with the priest. The Gospel reading
concludes with the ritual formula “The Gospel of the Lord” and we respond, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ,” again proclaiming our faith in the presence of Christ in the word. Then we sit for the homily.

Homily. It means more than just a sermon or a talk about how we are to live or what we are to believe.
It is an act of worship rooted in the texts of the Mass and especially in the readings from Scripture
which have just been proclaimed. The homily takes that word and brings it to our life situation
today. Just as a large piece of bread is broken to feed individual persons, the word of God must be
broken open so it can be received and digested by the congregation.

Creed. Now we stand and together recite the creed. The creed is more than a list of things which we
believe. It is a statement of our faith in the word we have heard proclaimed in the Scripture and the
homily, and a profession of the faith that leads us to give our lives for one another as Christ gave his
life for us.

Universal Prayer. The Liturgy of the Word (our “storytelling” part of the Mass) comes to an end with
the intercessions. The intercessions help us become who God is calling us to be. We are the Body of
Christ by Baptism.

Now, as we prepare to approach the table for Eucharist, we look into the readings, like a mirror, and
ask: Is that who we are? Does the Body of Christ present in this assembly resemble that Body of Christ
pictured in the Scripture readings? Usually not! And so we make some adjustments; we pray that our
assembly really comes to look like the Body of Christ, a body at peace, with shelter for the homeless,
healing for the sick, food for the hungry.

We pray for the Church, nations and their leaders, people in special need and the local needs of our
parish—the petitions usually fall into these four categories. A minister will announce the petitions,
and we are usually given an opportunity to pray for the intentions in our heart, making some common
response aloud like, “Lord, hear our prayer.”



REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN!

Celebrating the 60" Anniversary of the
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

Keynote Speaker
Very Rev Peter G. Williams AM VG

hed and Expressed

Saturday 15 July 9.30 am - 2.00 pm
St Andrew the Apostle Parish, Marayong

Lunch Provided

Use QR code to register now:

For more information contact Hannah at
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795
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WORKSHOP PRESENTERS v
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Eric Grella — Expressing our Faith - Music at Mass
Explore the role of music in the liturgy, guidelines for selecting
appropriate music and basic copyright information.

Chris Ohlsen - A walk through Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter
Desiderio Desideravi

Take a walk through Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter Desiderio Desideravi
- Liturgical Formation of the People of God. Reflect on the beauty,

. goodness, and truth of the sacred liturgy through the Most Holy

Trinity's love for us and desire for us.

Sarah Alimangohan - Discovering Sacred Art.

Discover the role of Beauty and Sacred Art in the life of the Church.
Using examples from different works of art, design, and architecture
in the Church, we reflect on how they can purposefully aid in liturgy,
our faith, and in Christian prayer.

Brother Bernard Mary Fonkalsrud OFM Conv. - We are called to Serve
By our Baptism we are called to serve in the Christian community
through living as true stewards of God’s grace. Knowing and
understanding how to use the gifts the Lord has given to us are at the
centre of this authentic stewardship.

Deacon Roderick Pirotta - RCIA Mystagogia — Drifter vs Pilgrim
Practical hints of how to ensure Neophytes return back to Church
after receiving the Sacraments of Initiation. Change ‘drifters’ to
‘pilgrims’ through experiences of God with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit within the Church life.

Kirrily Aguilera - Children’s Liturgy — Nourishing Faith

The aim of Children’s Liturgy is to make the children’s experience
meaningful, whilst helping them to develop their understanding of the
Catholic Church and develop as full and active members of the Parish
community. This workshop is for those new to the ministry.



