
YEAR B         SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT           10TH DECEMBER 2023
 
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
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Reflection of Pope Frances   MAKING ROOM FOR JESUS 
10 December 2017    

Last Sunday we began Advent with the call to be vigilant; today, the Second Sunday 
of this season of preparation for Christmas, the liturgy indicates to us its proper 
content: it is a time to recognize the shortcomings in our life, to smooth out the 
roughness of pride and to make room for Jesus who comes.  

The Prophet Isaiah addresses the people, proclaiming the end 
of the Exile in Babylon and the return to Jerusalem. He 
prophesies: “A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord... Every valley shall be lifted up’” (40:3-4). The 
valleys to be lifted up represent all the shortcomings of our 
behaviour before God, all our sins of omission. One 
shortcoming in our life could be the fact that we do not pray 
or that we pray little. Advent is thus a favourable time to pray 
with greater intensity, to reserve to the spiritual life the 
important place it deserves. Another shortcoming could be a 
lack of charity for our neighbour, above all toward people 

most in need of help, not only material, but also spiritual. We are called to be more 
attentive, closer, to the needs of others. Like John the Baptist, in this way we can 
open the ways of hope in the desert of the barren hearts of many people.  

 “Every mountain and hill shall be made low” (cf. v. 4), Isaiah again exhorts. The 
mountains and hills that must be made low are pride, arrogance, insolence. Where 
there is pride, where there is insolence, where there is arrogance, the Lord cannot 
enter because that heart is full of pride, of insolence, of arrogance. For this reason, 
we must allay this pride. We must take on attitudes of meekness and humility, 
without reproach, to listen, to speak with meekness and thus to prepare for the 
coming of our Saviour, He who is meek and humble of heart (cf. Mt 11:29). Then we 
are asked to eliminate all obstacles that we set against our union with the Lord: “the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed” — says Isaiah — “and all flesh shall see it together” (40:4-
5). These actions, however, must be performed with joy, because they are designed 
in preparation for the coming of Jesus. At home, when we await the visit of a dear 
person, we prepare everything with care and gladness. In the same way, we want 
to prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord: to await him each day attentively, 
so as to be filled by his grace when he comes.  

The Saviour whom we await is able to transform our life with his grace, with the 
power of the Holy Spirit, with the power of love. The Holy Spirit, in fact, infuses our 
hearts with God’s love, the inexhaustible source of purification, of new life and 
freedom. The Virgin Mary fully lived this reality, allowing herself to be ‘baptized’ by 
the Holy Spirit who inundated her with his power. May she, who prepared for the 
coming of Christ with the totality of her existence, help us to follow her example 
and may she guide our steps to the coming Lord. 

• What are the ‘valleys’, ‘mountains & hills’ in your life which need 
smoothing out?  

• How do you feel about the idea of repentance and ‘making room for 
Jesus’? What is most challenging about undertaking this task?  

• What are some of the ways in which you could take action over the 
coming week on the areas you’ve identified?
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Entrance Antiphon:   

O people of Sion, behold,  
the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  
in the joy of your heart. 

First Reading  Is 40: 1-5. 9-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Prepare the way for the Lord. 

‘Console my people, console them’ 
says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her 
that her time of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.’ 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness 
a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be laid low, 
let every cliff become a plain, 
and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

Go up on a high mountain, 
joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, 
joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, 
say to the towns of Judah, 
‘Here is your God.’ 
Here is the Lord coming with power, 
his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, 
his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast 
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.  

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  Lord, let us see your kindness,  
and grant us your salvation  

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  
a voice that speaks of peace, 
peace for his people. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.) 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 

 

3. The Lord will make us prosper  
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.) 

Second Reading   2 Peter 3: 8-14 

A reading from the second letter of St Peter 

We wait for new heavens and a new earth. 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never 
forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not 
being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else 
might be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, 
wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought 
to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the 
elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all 
that it contains will be burnt up. 

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should 
be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long 
for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in 
flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are 
waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and 
new earth, the place where righteousness will be at 
home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do 
your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will 
find you at peace. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia!   
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mark 1:1-8 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

Make straight the paths of the Lord. 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah: 

Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way. 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight, 

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of 
Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived 
on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his 
preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone 
who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have 
baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 

Communion Antiphon  
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 



REFLECTION FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

People of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him (John the Baptist), and, as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan, they confessed their sins.                                                                                Mark 1: 1-8 
All writing reflects something of the personality, world-view and/or mindset of its authors. For example, what Isaiah wrote in today’s first 
reading very clearly indicates that he believed in a God who played an active role in world events. If the people for whom he wrote 
flourished and prospered, that was clear evidence that God was looking favourably on them. Invasion by foreign powers was clear 
evidence that God was meting out to them the punishment they deserved. However, Isaiah’s theology was not total ly bleak. He held out 
to his people the hope of a merciful God whose anger would eventually abate. When that happened God would lead them home from 
exile and restore them to peace and prosperity. That explains why he can present God saying: “Console my people, console them. Speak 
to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for;” (Isaiah 40: 1-2) That’s not the 
theology of most of us. The wars, bloodshed and cruelty currently being inflicted on people across the world are the inventions of twisted 
human beings. They are not punishments from God. Human beings can be instruments of evil as well as agents for good. A consequence 
of the Incarnation is that Jesus is present in and among us. Consequently, we can act as instruments of God, sisters and brothers of Jesus 
in contributing to the betterment of our world and its people. 

I suggest that our attention be focussed on the voice that Isaiah hears calling: 
“Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, let 
every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;” (Isaiah 40: 3-4)  

Here, Isaiah has moved into the language of metaphor, using it to present for his 
audience a vision for their world free of divisions and obstacles represented by 
“valleys and mountains”. It is not coincidental that, in today’s gospel-reading, Mark 
borrowed as his catch-cry what Isaiah had proclaimed centuries before: “Prepare a 

way for the lord, make his paths straight and smooth!”  Mark then proceeded to relate that John the Baptist set about “procla iming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.’  He went on to add that “All Judea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to 
him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan, they confessed their sins. (Mark 1: 4-6) 

In imagining the scene of crowds flocking to John for baptism in the waters of the Jordan, I suggest 
that John, blessed with a magnetic personality, drew crowds, in much the same way as modern-
day evangelists fill stadiums. Moreover, what Mark refers to as “repentance and confession of sins” 
are somewhat different from what we might envision. The Greek word in Mark that is translated 
for us as “repentance” is metanoia made up of the roots meta (beyond) and nous (the mind). So, 
“confession of sins’ did not refer to itemising one’s failures and sins as we are/were accustomed to 
doing in the rite of sacramental reconciliation. In their collective fervour, those who were baptised 
by John were testifying to their determination to leave behind being satisfied with living lives of 
mediocrity and, instead, adopting a change of mind, heart and vision intended to transform the 
ways in which they lived and related to one another. These people, inspired by John, were pledging, 
in the hearing of one another, to set their sights on living with one another free of disputes, 
competition and settling scores. Moreover, the one to whom John pointed, who “will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit”, would turn out to be the Christ of God, love personified.  

It is significant that the opening sentence of today’s gospel-reading is: “The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ.”  This parallels 
and echoes the opening sentence of the Book of Genesis: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Mark did this to 
signal to his community that the story he was launching would be as startling and far-reaching as God’s action of creating the world.  

What Isaiah dreamed of in the first reading was translated into action centuries later by John the Baptist. The change of mind and heart 
that John called for was taken up by those who turned up to be baptised by him, and that paved the way for the coming of Emmanuel, 
‘God with us” whose birth we will celebrate at Christmas. Mark was emphasising that what had been proclaimed by Isaiah and a long line 
of prophets was at long last fulfilled in John and Jesus. Mark was describing how events like these were a demonstration of how God 
worked and will continue to work in expressing love for humanity 

Today’s second reading from Peter is simply a reminder to his community and to us that God’s chronology is not in sync with Greenwich 
Mean Time. However, today’s three readings taken together offer us the assurance that, at some time in the future, the glory of God will 
come to reality in and among us. All we need to do is open our minds and hearts wide enough to be transformed. That’s the only 
requirement for preparing the way of the Lord. In succession, these readings first remind us of god’s patience and tolerance in our regard, 
then challenge us to live each day true to the way in which Jesus taught us and, finally, encourage us to assess if, in our day-to-day lives 
we have settled for mediocrity. All three add up to a checklist for measuring our capacity for opening ourselves to the change of mind 
and heart to which God constantly invites us. I suggest that the biggest obstacle to that kind of change is fear. And that leads me to one 
final point. 

The earliest manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel conclude with chapter 16, verse 8. Verses 9-20, according to Scripture scholars, are a later 
addition. Mark’s conclusion, then, was about the reaction of the women who discovered the empty tomb of Jesus after his resurrection: 
“And the women came out and ran away from the tomb because they were frightened out of their wits, and they said nothing to a soul, 
for they were afraid…” The implication of this unfinished sentence is surely that the “‘beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God” deserves to be continued. Is it not our responsibility as disciples of Jesus to ensure that the story is continued through the 
way we live?  Fear would get in the way and end up paralysing us, too.     

 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Anniversary:  Merryn Bertus, Kerry Dorahy 
Remembrance:  Elizabeth Andrews 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner, 
Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, 
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki, 
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, 
Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia 
Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael 
Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, 
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos 
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all 
who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each 
Friday morning prior to the 9.30am Parish 
Mass.  Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant we 
have low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. Please speak to Father or the 
Acolyte before Mass and go to the priest 

celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 
For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

BSB    067 950 
Acct No   100005310 
Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
Reference   Your name and please email 

details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaul
khamhills 

The following link will take you to the live-streaming of 
the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on 9th 
December 2023, " The 2nd Sunday of Advent" 
  https://youtube.com/live/g6298OZpZ8w 
The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via this link, 
from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are 
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration. 

Our Lady of Lourdes celebrates with   
Christmas Morning Tea 

This Sunday - 10th December 
Following 9.30am Mass 

Come along and join us this Sunday morning,  
10th December, for Christmas Morning Tea,  

following 9.30am Mass. 

This is a time when we come together to bring 
Christ’s love and peace to each other and to say 
“thank you” for making Our Lady of Lourdes such a 
special place to be. 

 

Bring along a small plate of Christmas treats to share 
as we support each other in loving friendship and 
wish each other the joy of the Christmas Season.  

Christmas Choir & Musicians 
 

Are you a musician or singer? 
All musicians and singers, young,  old or 
in-between, are invited to join us as we 

Prepare the Way of the Lord  and 
welcome the Christ-child this 

Christmas.   
 

Please speak with Deb after Mass. 
 

Ministries for Formation include Ministers of the 
Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at 
the Altar. 

Would you like to be part of the Ministry 

⭐️Minister of the Word - Reading at Mass 
⭐️Extraordinary Minister of Communion 
⭐️Minister to the Sick & dying 
⭐️Minister at the Altar 

The Diocese provides comprehensive training for 
ministers who wish to serve at the altar during Mass 
for their parish.       
All applications need to be endorsed by your parish Priest 
prior to attending the first Introductory session. 
 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/g6298OZpZ8w


 
PARISH NOTES 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

This week we welcome Paul Tran to our parish community. Paul is a 
seminarian, studying for the priesthood at our Diocese’s Holy Spirit 
Seminary, Harris Park 

 

Paul came to Australia in September 2019 from Vietnam and commenced his 
studies in February 2020. He has a degree in accounting from Vietnam and 
did some prior study in Philosophy with the Jesuits in Saigon (Ho Chi Minh 
City).  

He has come on parish placement until Christmas, and we hope you will 
make him very welcome. 

 

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE CHAPLAINCY SERVICES – THANK YOU  

Thank you for supporting our chaplains through your donations, both via the parish 
and online.  

By doing this, you have supported our own Parish Deacon, Deacon Roque Dias, 
who works as Chaplain at the Westmead Hospitals. Through your generosity and 
prayer,  Catholic Care chaplains to provide pastoral, spiritual, and sacramental 

support to seriously ill, lonely, and distraught people this Christmas. If you ahevn’t yet made a 
contribution, please use the envelopes, go to yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this QR 
code. Thank you.  

MASS LINK FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Second Sunday of Advent (Year B readings) is 
https://youtube.com/live/g6298OZpZ8w. Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for 
viewing afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 
FACEBOOK page.  

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

VINNIES in both communities – St Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes – are holding their annual 
Christmas appeal, using the Gifting Tree at both places. Further details can be found  in the 
respective bulletins. 

RELEASE OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD SUMMARY REPORT 

The Diocesan Synod Team has now released Diocesan Synod Summary Report. This document 
represents the culmination of our collective efforts during our Diocesan Synod, held from October 
13-15, 2023, and precedes the release of the Synod Decrees and Declarations in January 2024.  

The Synod was a time of prayerful reflection and open dialogue, where diverse voices of the faithful 
from across our Diocese came together to envision the future of our local Church, guided by the 
Holy Spirit. The report provides a comprehensive view of the Synod’s proceedings, its outcomes, and 
insights from Synod members 

The report is available to download from the Diocesan Synod website: 
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023 

Please engage with this report. It is more than a historical record; it also a tool to bring the spirit and 
insights of the Synod into the heart of your communities. 

http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://youtube.com/live/g6298OZpZ8w
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023


 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY COURSE RETURNS IN 2024  

 The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence in February 2024. This is formation for 
anyone interested in serving within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at the Altar.  

We really need assistance in these  liturgical roles at both Churches. 

If you are interested or would like more information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 
037 795 or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an enrolment form at 
https://officeforworship.org.au/  

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION – Evangelii Gaudium  

Pope Francis continued his catechesis on cycle of catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the 
apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: “Proclamation is joy”  

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on apostolic zeal, we now turn to the 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium and its summons to a renewed proclamation of the “joy of 
the Gospel”. The reason for that joy, which was first announced by the angels in Bethlehem, is our 
personal encounter with Jesus, who, now risen from the dead, offers us the promise of new and 
eternal life. 

We see this in the Gospel story of the disciples who met the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus. With 
their hearts set afire by the Word of God that he proclaimed to them, they then recognized him in 
the breaking of the bread and joyfully returned to Jerusalem to announce his resurrection to the 
others. 

Like those disciples, we too need to encounter the Lord ever anew in his Word and his sacramental 
presence, in order to share the liberating message of the Gospel with others. In our troubled world, 
so many people await a word of hope. May all Christians take up the challenge of sharing the joy of 
their own encounter with the risen Lord, the new life bestowed by his Spirit, and the freedom born 
of trust in his promises. 

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows these notices. 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS   

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas cards are a great way to spread joy and 
hope this Christmas vulnerable communities to create a brighter future. Order now 
to receive in time for Christmas at www.globalgifts.org.au or scan the QR code.  

 

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL  

Caritas Australia is supporting partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency cash, shelter, 
and psychosocial support to those affected by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are 
expected to support 17,000 displaced families, representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people 
displaced. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free. 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

 

Recently deceased: Carmel Pullen, Mark Fletcher, David Ferguson, Consolacion Salvador 

Anniversaries: Merryn Bertus, Helen Tarlinton, Odette and Toufic Shalala, Kerry Dorahy, Detective 
Inspector Bryson Anderson, 

 

Fr Wim 

https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Print&utm_term=QRcode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=GG_2024
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/


 
Thank you for giving comfort, faith, and hope to 
distraught people this Christmas. 
Fr Fernando Montano Rodriguez, Parramatta 
Catholic Foundation, and Catholic Care thank you 

for your kind-hearted generosity and 
support for people in hospital and 
prison who might otherwise feel 
abandoned. Because of your 
compassion, our Bishop’s Christmas 

Appeal will provide pastoral, spiritual, and 
sacramental support to people in times of darkness. 
If you haven’t had a chance to donate, please visit 
 yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal  
or scan the QR code. Thank you. 

  
If a member of your family or friend who is Catholic is 
admitted into The Hills Private Hospital, Norwest 
Private Hospital or Lakeview Private Hospital 
Norwest and would like to receive Holy Communion 
or to be visited by a Priest, please notify the parish 
office on 96398385 or email 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Please Note: The Hospital is unable to make contact 
with a priest directly – the request must come from 
the patient or their family. so please let us know if you 
require a hospital visitation by a priest or minister of 
communion. 

Liturgical Ministry Rosters – Christmas & Beyond 
We will be preparing a new roster for our Ministers 
which will include the Christmas celebrations and 
through into the New Year. Would all those involved in 
ministry; Acolytes, Readers and Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion please email your availability to 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  This will be a great 
help in preparing for our Christmas celebrations. 

If you have a little time and would like to take on the 
role of co-ordinating our Liturgical Ministries at Our 

Lady of Lourdes for the year ahead, we would love 
your assistance.   

VINNIES Christmas Hampers and Christmas Appeal 
Our Christmas Giving Tree at the rear of the Church still 
has tags for donations of toys and food items for the 
families we are supporting this year as well as the little 
envelopes for cash donations for the purchase of fresh 
fruit and vegetables. If you can, please take a tag or an 
envelope and make a donation. 

We wish to say a huge THANK YOU to the children, 
parents and staff of Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
for their generous donation of food items collected 
through the School. 
Please remember that all donated presents and food 
items from the Church Community must be returned to 
the rear of the Church by next weekend, 17 December, 
as the hampers will be assembled the following week 
ready for delivery on 21st December. 
Our Conference members are on hand after masses for 
an exit collection, to receive any monetary donations for 
the fresh fruit and vegetables and to answer any 
questions you may have. A Tap-N-Go machine is 
available for other donations to the Christmas Appeal. 
Our fundraising page is available to make donations to 
the Christmas Appeal which can be accessed by the QR 
code displayed on our table at the rear of or outside the 
Church, or on the posters at the entrance to the Church. 
For those unable to get to the weekend masses, our 
OLOL Vinnies fundraising page is available at: 
https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-
your-way-conference/our-lady-of-
lourdes-baulkham-hills-2023-christmas-
appeal or by using the QR code: 
If you are unable to make it to the Church 
and wish to be part of our Christmas 
giving you may call or text Larry on 0409 347 309 and we 
will do our best to meet your request. 
Please ensure that tags are securely attached to your 
donated present as we need the tag to identify the age 
and gender of the recipient. If you have any difficulty in 
returning your present to the Church, please call or text 
Larry on 0409 347 309 and we will organise to have your 
donation picked up. 
God Bless you and keep you safe 
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 9th December 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan Peter Watkins Maureen Steele 

 10th December 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Angela Ryall Bernard Ryall Janina Starkey 

Marlene Murrow 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent 16th December Saturday 

Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Nathan Colaco Paul Lewis Robert Muscat 

 
17th December Sunday 

9.30am Ian Starkey Christine Coxall Natasha Ellis 
Louise Ryall  
Madeleine Menasse 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 23rd December 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Nathan Colaco Paul Lewis Robert Muscat 

 24th December 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Christine Coxall Natasha Ellis 

Louise Ryall  
Madeleine Menasse 

Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 
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Bishop’s Christmas Appeal for Catholic Care 
chaplaincy services  

Will you support our chaplains to listen 
with the ear of the heart? Your 
compassionate generosity and prayers 
will help our 15 Catholic Care chaplains 

to provide pastoral, spiritual, and sacramental 
support to seriously ill, lonely, and distraught people 
this Christmas. Please give generously to the 
Bishop’s Christmas Appeal at 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this 
QR code. Thank you.  

Australian Brandenburg Orchestra St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Concert: 12 December  

Reel in the festive season with the Australian 
Brandenburg Orchestra and Choir on Tuesday 12 
December, 7:30PM at St Patrick's Cathedral for their 
annual Christmas concert, Noël! Noël!. Gather your 
loved ones and join us for this beloved festive 
tradition, as the Brandenburg perform stunning 
choral works and Christmas classics, conducted by 
Artistic Director Paul Dyer.    

SPECIAL OFFER: Get four tickets for just $149! There 
are less than 200 tickets remaining, so head to 
brandenburg.com.au or call 1300 782 856 to book 
your tickets now.  

Be Part of Our Synod Journey: Diocesan Synod 
Report Now Available  

The Diocesan Synod Report is now available for 
download. The newly released Diocesan Synod 
Report offers a summary of our first Diocesan Synod 
assembly, held from October 13-15, 2023, its 
preparatory stages, in-depth details of the 
proceedings, and insights from delegates. Download 
your copy from the Parramatta Synod website 
now: https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/  

Free English and Citizenship Classes   

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains are offering English and Citizenship classes 
at Mamre House, 181 Mamre Rd, Orchard Hills, on a 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10am to 2pm during 
school terms. Free childcare is available. If you are 
interested in enrolling, please contact Mamre Crèche 
on (02) 8843 2506 or Nepean Community College (02) 
4724 9000.   

  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
person, virtual appointments    

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews available for those unable 
to attend the office.  
Please contact the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 
or email tribunal@parracatholic.org. 

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024   

Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked 
via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples   

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples 
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is 
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances 
communication and involves shared 
responsibility.  
If you are: 

• Preparing for marriage  
• Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding  
• Looking for an effective, natural option 

and wanting to cease contraception   
• Peri menopausal  

Then NFP is for you!  
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org   

Positions Vacant:    

Join our CYP team!  
The Diocese of Parramatta’s Mission Enhancement 
Team (MET) is looking to expand and deepen the 
work of Catholic Youth Parramatta in 2024. You have 
the opportunity to impact the lives of thousands of 
youth and young adults in our ever-growing ministry, 
especially in schools. Forward your current CV, refer 
to the position description, and record a 2-3 minute 
video addressing your passion, skills and experience 
for the role to parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org  
Applications close 12pm Monday 11 December 2023 

Governance, Risk and Compliance Administrative 
Support – Diocese of Parramatta  

Applications close 10pm Tuesday 12 December 2023.  

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION – Evangelii Gaudium 

Pope Francis continued his catechesis on cycle of catechesis on The passion for 
evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: 
“Proclamation is joy”  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. (Bible reading: Lk 2: 
8-11). 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
After encountering several witnesses of the proclamation of the Gospel, I propose summarizing this cycle of 
catechesis on apostolic zeal in four points, inspired by the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, whose 
tenth anniversary we celebrate this month.  
The first point, which we will see today, the first of the four, cannot but relate to the attitude on which the 
substance of the evangelizing gesture depends: joy. Joy. The Christian message, as we have heard from the 
angel’s words to the shepherds, is the proclamation of “a great joy” (Lk 2: 10). And the reason? Good news, a 
surprise, a beautiful event? Much more, a Person: Jesus! He is the God made man who came to us. The 
question, dear brothers and sisters, is therefore not whether to proclaim it, but how to proclaim it, and this 
“how” is joy. Either we proclaim Jesus with joy, or we do not proclaim him, because another way of 
proclaiming him is not capable of bringing the true reality of Jesus. 
This is why a Christian who is discontented, a sad Christian, a dissatisfied, or worse still, resentful or 
rancorous Christian, is not credible. This person will talk about Jesus but no-one will believe him! Once 
someone said to me, talking about these Christians, “But these are po-faced Christians!”, that is, they express 
nothing, they are like that, and joy is essential. It is essential to keep watch over our sentiments. 
Evangelization works in gratuitousness, because it comes from fullness, not from pressure. And when one 
evangelizes – one would try to do this, but it does not work – on the basis of ideologies: the Gospel is a 
proclamation, a proclamation of joy. Ideologies are cold, all of them. The Gospel has the warmth of joy. 
Ideologies do not know how to smile; the Gospel is a smile, it makes you smile because it touches the soul 
with the Good News. 
The birth of Jesus, in history as in life, is the source of joy: think of what happened to the disciples of Emmaus, 
who could not believe their joy, and the others, then, the disciples all together, when Jesus goes to the Upper 
Room, could not believe their joy. The joy of having the risen Jesus. An encounter with Jesus always brings 
you joy, and if this does not happen to you, it is not a true encounter with Jesus. 
And what Jesus does with the disciples tells us that the first to need to be evangelized are the disciples. The 
first who to need to be evangelized are us: we Christians. And this is very important. Immersed in today’s 
fast-pace and confused environment, we too indeed may find ourselves living our faith with a subtle sense of 
renunciation, persuaded that the Gospel is no longer heard and no longer worth striving to proclaim. We 
might even be tempted by the idea of letting “others” go their own way. Instead, this is precisely the time to 
return to the Gospel to discover that Christ “is forever young, he is forever a constant source of newness” 
(cf. Evangelii gaudium, 11). 
Thus, like the two at Emmaus, one returns to daily life with the enthusiasm of one who has found treasure: 
they were joyful, those two, because they had found Jesus, and he changed their life. And one discovers that 
humanity abounds with brothers and sisters waiting for a word of hope. The Gospel is awaited even today. 
People of today are like people of all times: they need it. Even the civilization of programmed unbelief and 
institutionalized secularity; indeed, especially the society that leaves the spaces of religious meaning 
deserted, needs Jesus. This is the right moment for the proclamation of Jesus. Therefore, I would like to say 
again to everyone: “The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who 
accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ joy is 
constantly born anew”. Do not forget this. And if anyone does not perceive this joy, they should ask 
themselves if they have found Jesus. An inner joy. The Gospel takes the path of joy, always, it is the great 
proclamation. “I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed … encounter with Jesus 
Christ (ibid., 1, 1.3) Each one of you, take a little time and think: “Jesus, you are within me. I want to encounter 
you every day. You are a Person, you are not an idea; you are a travelling companion, you are not a 
programme. You, Jesus, are the source of joy. You are the beginning of evangelization. You, Jesus, are the 
source of joy!”. Amen 



 

 

  

  

Dear Friends, 

There are now only ten days until our 15th Annual 
Carols CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY! which will be held 
on Sunday 10th December (4pm) at St Peter's 
Church, Surry Hills.  

This year will also be very special as Entry is By 
Donation with all funds raised supporting Aid to the 
Church in Need and it's vital charity programs in The 
Holy Land & Ukraine. 

Tickets are strictly limited so 

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL Here. 

Accompanied by a Live Orchestra, Pipe Organ & 
Choir of over 50 musicians, this will be a truly 
memorable way to mark the Christmas season. 

This year's Carols will also be particularly poignant 
as we will be presenting music and Carols in honour 
of those suffering in the Holy Land and in the 
Ukraine. 

THE CAROLS will include all your favourites from O Come, O Come Emmanuel to the stunning O Holy 
Night and Hallelujah Chorus as well as fabulous arrangements of various Carols by John Rutter, David Willcocks 
and others. 

This year we will also again be including Handel's magnificent Zadok the Priest and Tchaikovsky's 
beautiful Crown of Roses.  

The full details for this event are: 

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY (Sydney) 

Date: Sunday 10th December (4pm) 

Venue: St Peter's Catholic Church, Surry Hills 

Address: 235 Devonshire St, Surry Hills 

ENTRY: By Donation (suggested $10+ per ticket)  

Seats are a STRICTLY LIMITED so  

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL Here 
Thank you again for your support for our work and we hope 
you are able to make it along for this very special Christmas 
celebration, proudly sponsored by Campion College 
Australia. 
  
Best Regards, 
  
The Artes Christi Team 
artes@arteschristi.org.au 
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