
YEAR A       OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE         26TH NOVEMBER 2023
 
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS    THE SERVANT KING 
On this last Sunday of the liturgical year we are celebrating the 
Solemnity of Christ, King of the Universe. His is a kingship of 
guidance, of service and also a kingship which at the end of time will 
be fulfilled as judgment. Today, we have Christ before us as King, 
shepherd and judge, who reveals the criteria for belonging to the 
Kingdom of God. Here are the criteria.  

The Gospel passage opens with a grandiose vision. Jesus, addressing his disciples, 
says: “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on his glorious throne”. It is a solemn introduction to the narrative of the Last 
Judgment. After having lived his earthly existence in humility and poverty, Jesus now 
shows himself in the divine glory that pertains to him, surrounded by hosts of angels. 
All of humanity is summoned before him and he exercises his authority, separating 
one from another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  

To those whom he has placed at his right he says: “Come, O blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 
me, I was in prison and you came to me”. The righteous are taken aback, because 
they do not recall ever having met Jesus, much less having helped him in that way, 
but he declares: “as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me”. These words never cease to move us, because they reveal the extent to which 
God’s love goes: up to the point of taking flesh, but not when we are well, when we 
are healthy and happy, no; but when we are in need. And in this hidden way he 
allows himself to be encountered; he reaches out his hand to us as a mendicant. In 
this way Jesus reveals the decisive criterion of his judgment, namely, concrete love 
for a neighbour in difficulty. And in this way the power of love, the kingship of God 
is revealed: in solidarity with those who suffer in order to engender everywhere 
compassion and works of mercy.  

The Parable of the Judgment continues, presenting the King who shuns those who, 
during their lives, did not concern themselves with the needs of their brethren. 
Those in this case too are surprised and ask: “Lord, when did we see thee hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?”. 
Implying: “Had we seen you, surely we would have helped you!”. But the King will 
respond: “as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me”. At the 
end of our life we will be judged on love, that is, on our concrete commitment to 
love and serve Jesus in our littlest and neediest brothers and sisters.  

That mendicant, that needy person who reaches out his hand is Jesus; that sick 
person whom I must visit is Jesus; that inmate is Jesus, that hungry person is Jesus. 
Let us consider this.  

Jesus will come at the end of time to judge all nations, but he comes to us each day, 
in many ways, and asks us to welcome him. May the Virgin Mary help us to 
encounter him and receive him in his Word and in the Eucharist, and at the same 
time in brothers and sisters who suffer from hunger, disease, oppression, injustice. 
May our hearts welcome him in the present of our life, so that we may be welcomed 
by him into the eternity of his Kingdom of light and peace. 
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Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
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Telephone 02 9639 8385 ▪ olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

▪ www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

Entrance Antiphon:   
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and divinity, 
and wisdom and strength and honour. 
To him belong glory and power for ever and ever. 

First Reading  Ez 34:11-12, 14-16 abce 

A Reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 

The Lord will shepherd his flock 
The Lord says this: 
“I, the Lord God, will look for my people  
and take care of them myself. 
As a shepherd looks for sheep that have wandered 
away; 
I will search for my scattered people. 
I will rescue them from all places where they went 
On that dark and gloomy day. 
My people will be like sheep grazing and resting 
In good pastures and on Israel’s mountains. 
I, the Lord All-Powerful, will lead them there and 
watch over them. 
I will look for the lost sheep 
And bring back the ones that have wandered off. 
If any are hurt, 
I will bandage their wounds. 
If any are weak, 
I will help them. 
I will take good care of my people!” 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 

You, Lord, are my shepherd;  
I will never be in need. 
You let me rest in fields of green grass. (R.)   
You lead me to streams  
Of peaceful water, and you refresh my life. 
You are true to your name  
and you lead me along the right paths. (R.)   
You treat me to a feast, 
While my enemies watch. 
You honour me as your guest, 
And you fill my cup until it overflows. 
Your kindness and love will always be with me 
Each day of my life, 
And I will live forever  
In your house, Lord. (R.)  

Second Reading    1 Cor 15:20-24a 

A Reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians. 
Christ will hand over the kingdom to God the Father 
Brothers and sisters: 
Christ has been raised to life! 
And he makes us certain 
That others will also be raised to life. 
Just as we will die because of Adam, 
we will be raised to life because of Christ. 

Adam brought death to all of us, 
And Christ will bring life to all of us. 
But we must each wait our turn. 
Christ was the first to be raised to life, 
And his people will be raised to life when he returns. 
Then after Christ has destroyed all powers and forces, 
The end will come. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia!   
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our father; 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 25:31-46 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
The Son of Man will sit upon his seat of glory 
And he will separate all into two groups. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, with all of 
his angels he will sit on his royal throne. 
“The people of all the nations will be brought before 
him, and he will separate them, as a shepherds 
separate their sheep from their goats. 
“He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on 
his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, 
‘My father has blessed you! Come and receive the 
kingdom that was prepared for you before the world 
was created.  When I was hungry, you gave me 
something to eat. When I was thirsty, you gave me 
something to drink, when I was a stranger, you 
welcomed me, and when I was naked, you gave me 
clothes to wear. When I was sick, you took care of me, 
And when I was in prison, you visited me.' 
“Then the ones who please the Lord will ask,  
'Lord, when did we give you something to eat or drink? 
When did we welcome you as a stranger or give you 
clothes to wear or visit you when you were sick or in 
prison?’ The king will answer, 
‘Whenever you did it for any of my people, 
No matter how unimportant they seemed, 
You did it for me.’ Then the king will say to those on his 
left, 'Get away from me! You are under God’s curse. 
Go into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. I was hungry but you did not give me 
anything to eat, and I was thirsty but you did not give 
me anything to drink. I was a stranger but you did not 
welcome me, and I was naked, but you did not give me 
any clothes to wear. I was sick and in prison, but you 
did not take care of me.' Then the people will ask, 
'Lord, when did we fail to help you when you were 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison?  The king will say to them, ‘Whenever you 
failed to help any of my people, no matter how 
unimportant they seemed, you failed to do it for me.’” 
Then Jesus said, “Those people will be punished 
forever. But the ones who pleased God will have 
eternal life. 
Communion Antiphon  
The Lord sits as King for ever. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 



REFLECTION FOR CHRIST THE KING 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

 
 “Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome, naked and you clothed me, sick and you 
visited me, in prison and you came to see me…in so far as you did this to one of the least of my 
brothers and sisters, you did it to me.”            Matthew 25: 31-46  

There is no affirmation of the human condition like this anywhere else in scripture. Moreover, in today’s 
gospel-reading this proclamation is uttered by Jesus, positively and negatively, four times. We are left in no doubt that the 
only criterion or condition for entry into the kingdom of heaven is care for our sisters and brothers, especially for those who 
are sidelined, forgotten or often overlooked. 
When she was awarded the Nobel peace Prize in 1979, Mother Teresa asked that the prize money be donated to the poor 
people of Calcutta. She went on to say: “At the end of life we will not be judged on how many diplomas we have received, 
how much money we have made, how many good things we have done. We will be judged by I was hungry and you gave 
me to eat. I was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless and you took me in. Hungry not only for bread  -  but hungry for 
love; naked not only of clothing  -  but naked of human dignity and respect; homeless not only for want of a room of bricks, 
but homeless because of rejection. This is Christ in distressing disguise.” 
Tim Unsworth was a freelance journalist I have long admired. For twenty-five years, he wrote a column for the National 
Catholic Reporter, a Chicago based weekly Catholic newspaper. His writing was inspirational, gospel-based, witty and, at 
times, irreverent. He and his wife were respected members of the Chicago Catholic parish of St Clement. When Joseph 
Bernardin was named as the new archbishop of Chicago, Unsworth wrote him a letter, encouraging him to relinquish some 
of the traditional privileges that went with the role of being Archbishop of the largest Catholic archdioceses in the United 
States. Among other things, he advised Bernardin to eat his lunch in an ordinary deli, to take a bus to his office or even to 
walk.: “An archbishop on a Chicago Transit Authority bus would convert half the bus population.” Unsworth went on to 
suggest that there was no need for the Archbishop to live in an upmarket residence:  “The only people who can afford to 
live in mansions like that are the archbishop of Chicago and Hugh Hefner. Hefner wants such symbols. You don’t need 
them.” That letter led to a close friendship between Bernardin and Unsworth. As well as his weekly columns, Unsworth 
wrote five books, one of which was a biography of Bernardin entitled I Am Your Brother Joseph. Another was about the role 
of lay people in the Church: Here Comes Everybody. In 1980, the magazine Salt, published by the Claretian priests featured 
an article Unsworth wrote about a character who belonged to the parish of St Clement.: “The Unsightly guest who taught a 
parish how to see.” The article describes the extraordinary impact a homeless parishioner had on the whole community of 
the parish he frequented: 
“Jim was your basic, homeless street person. Actually, he had two homes. One was a bus bench near the church; the 
second was a back pew of the parish church -  whenever the weather got too cold for his bus bench, he moved into the 
pew. Jim was a stubborn and difficult man. He never panhandled. He refused any monies offered, often without uttering a 
word. Jim didn’t make you feel good about being good. He didn’t smoke, drink or use drugs. He suffered from 
schizophrenia, causing him to withdraw from reality and exhibit erratic emotional and intellectual behaviour. Unshaven and 
unwashed, he smelled like rancid chicken, and had developed a haunting stare that made eye contact all but impossible. 
But Jim was vivid testimony to our society’s unsolved problems and unkept promises. His presence caused the priests of the 
parish to take measure of their priesthood. Just by his presence and powerful silence, he became a catalyst for meaningful 
action in the parish. His silent homily compelled people to become involved with the homeless of the neighbourhood. 
People looked at Jim and wanted to do something. He probably flushed out more volunteers than a hundred bulletin pleas. 
Jim’s presence was largely responsible for the parish’s shelter program and soup kitchen.  
Jim was only 58 when he died of leukemia, but he seemed a great deal older. At his funeral, the entire parish came to say 
goodbye to one of the most influential parishioners ever to attend their church.” (Salt, June 
1988.ww.salt.claretianpubs.org) Almost without knowing it, Jim lived and proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus. He was one of 
those whom Matthew’s Jesus in today’s gospel-reading urges us to befriend. 
In addition to his being the Messiah, the Christ of God, another characteristic of Jesus that entitles him to be lauded as king 
was the depth of his humanity that led him to identify with all his disciples, allowing them to continue his ongoing presence 
in the world. Paul was acutely aware of that when he challenged the members of the Christian community of Corinth: 
Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in faith. Test yourselves. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is in you? If not, 
you have failed the test.” (2 Corinthians 13: 5) Let’s not forget that Jesus is as alive and active in our world as we, his 
followers, make him! Today’s gospel-reading once again reminds us that Jesus made our relating to one another a condition 
for relating to him. It is that which will encourage us for the rest of our lives to keep striving to look at one another with 
new eyes. What exactly motivated Jesus to encourage and challenge us to pursue that goal? That’s something for everyone 
of us to ponder. However, I respectfully suggest that the challenge he puts to us grew out of something he discovered 
through his own prayer, reflection and observation: that God is present and alive in every human person. That is cause for 
treating everyone we encounter with respect and dignity. When we are present to them, we are in the presence of the 
holy. 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Anniversary: Bill Stephens, John Newson, Bob Coxall & 
Joan Graham 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner, 
Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, 
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki, 
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, 
Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia 
Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael 
Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, 
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos 
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all 
who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each 
Friday morning prior to the 9.30am Parish 
Mass.  Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant we 
have low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. Please speak to Father or the 
Acolyte before Mass and go to the priest 

celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 
For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

BSB    067 950 
Acct No   100005310 
Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
Reference   Your name and please email 

details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaul
khamhills 

The following link will take you to the live-streaming 
of the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on  
November 26, 2023 "Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the 
Universe" ... https://youtube.com/live/ra57C_UuOCI 
The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these links, 
from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are 
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration. 

1st Eucharist Celebrations 
Congratulations to the children of 
our Parish communities who join us 
the Table of the Lord to celebrate 
their 1st Holy Communion this 

weekend at Our Lady of Lourdes Church. Please keep 
our children and their families in your prayers as they 
continue on their Faith Journey 

Music Ministry at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Music for these celebrations is being 
prepared by our Music Ministry Team.  If you 
are a musician or singer and would like to 
join the music team for these special 
celebrations or on a regular basis, you will be 
warmly welcomed. Please speak with 
members of the team. 

Ministries for Formation include Ministers of the 
Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at 
the Altar. 

⭐️Reading at Mass 
⭐️Extraordinary Minister of Communion 
⭐️Minister to the Sick & dying 
⭐️Minister at the Altar 

The Diocese provides comprehensive training for 
ministers who wish to serve at the altar during Mass for 
their parish. 
All applications need to be endorsed by your parish 
Priest prior to attending the first Introductory session. 

  
If a member of your family or friend who is Catholic is 
admitted into The Hills Private Hospital, Norwest 
Private Hospital or Lakeview Private Hospital 
Norwest and would like to receive Holy Communion 
or to be visited by a Priest, please notify the parish 
office on 96398385 or email 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Please Note: The Hospital is unable to make contact 
with a priest directly – the request must come from 
the patient or their family so please let us know if you 
require a hospital visitation by a priest or minister of 
communion. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/ra57C_UuOCI


 
PARISH NOTES 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and the last 
Sunday of the Church’s year. Next week beginning the new liturgical cycle. 

Christ the King was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 with his encyclical Quas Primas, to respond to a 
world that was rejecting Christ and was being dominated by secularism.  

Pope Pius hoped that the establishment of this feast would bring about the following: 

• That this annual celebration would assist the faithful to gain strength in their true King, Jesus Christ; 

• That leaders and nations would recognise that they are bound to submit and give respect to Christ 
the King; 

• That nations would see that the Church has the right to freedom, and immunity from the state. In 
these times when we are challenged in our faith and our ability to worship together, let us remember 
that Jesus Christ is Our King who reigns forever. 

• That individuals should honour and recognise Jesus as their ‘Sovereign King’ and emulate his total gift 
of self, perfectly embodied on the Cross. In imitation of their thorn-crowned King, individuals can 
help bring love and relief to those who suffer and help to proclaim the Good News of the Reign of 
Christ in the world today. (Source: Archdiocese of Sydney Centre for evangelisation) 

United with the Universal Church let Christ reign in our hearts. 

FIRST COMMUNION 

This weekend we celebrate our First Holy Communion at Our Lady of Lourdes. Congratulations to those 
who celebrated theirs at St Michael’s over the last two weekends. 

Please pray for them and their families. 

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE CHAPLAINCY SERVICES – NEXT WEEKEND 

Will you support our chaplains to listen with the ear of the heart? Your compassionate 
generosity and prayers will help our 15 Catholic Care chaplains to provide pastoral, 
spiritual, and sacramental support to seriously ill, lonely, and distraught people this 
Christmas. Please give generously to the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal at 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this QR code. Thank you.  

To avoid the First Communion masses, the appeal will be held next weekend 3-4 December.  

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED 

Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass offering Envelopes will be available in both 
Churches. 

MASS LINK FOR CHRIST THE KING 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe (Christ the King) is 
https://youtube.com/live/ra57C_UuOCI. Please copy the link into browser if it does not immediately 
work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page.  

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION – Sts Cyril and Methodius 

Pope Francis recently resumed his cycle of catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal 
of the believer. His focus recently was on “Saints Cyril and Methodius: apostle to the Slavs”  

Dear Brothers and Sisters: In our catechesis on apostolic zeal, we have been reflecting on the spread of the 
Gospel through the witness of Christians of every time and place. Today we turn to Saints Cyril and 
Methodius, two brothers who are venerated as “the Apostles of the Slavs” for their outstanding missionary 
work among the peoples of Moravia. As part of their effort to proclaim and inculturate the word of God 
among the Slavic peoples, they developed the Cyrillic alphabet, which made it possible to preach God’s 

http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://youtube.com/live/ra57C_UuOCI


 
word and to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the language of the people. Encountering opposition, they came 
to Rome, where they received support from the Pope. Cyril died in Rome, while Methodius, now ordained 
a bishop, returned to continue the work of evangelization in the Slavic lands, where he died a martyr’s 
death. Saint John Paul II proclaimed Cyril and Methodius Co-Patrons of Europe in recognition of the 
abundant harvest of Christian faith and culture whose seeds they sowed. May the prayers of these two 
great Saints inspire among the peoples of Europe today a renewed commitment to the reconciliation, unity 
and peace that are the Holy Spirit’s gifts for the conversion of hearts and the building of a culture of 
authentic justice and fraternity. 

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows these notices. 

60TH YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED LITURGY  MASS: 4 DECEMBER   

Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a commemorative Mass to mark the 60th Anniversary 
of Sacrosanctum Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) to be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta on Monday 4 December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP for catering purposes to 0460 037 795 or 
Hannah Portelli hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org   

CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS   

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas cards are a great way to spread joy and hope 
this Christmas vulnerable communities to create a brighter future. Order now to receive 
in time for Christmas at www.globalgifts.org.au or scan the QR code.  

 

‘EUGENE STOCKTON: BLUE MOUNTAINS HERMIT’ BOOK LAUNCH: 3 DECEMBER  

The Blue Mountain Education & Research Trust cordially invite you to our Book Launch of 'Eugene 
Stockton: Blue Mountains Hermit' on 2pm Sunday 3 December at Mid Mountains Community Centre, 9 
New St Lawson. Additional books at $20 for contributors can be ordered in advance and picked up on the 
day or posted. Please direct any enquiries to contact@bmert.com.au. We hope to see you at the launch.  

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL  

Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is 
supporting partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency cash, shelter, and psychosocial support 
to those affected by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are expected to support 17,000 
displaced families, representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people displaced. To support Caritas 
Australia’s Gaza Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 
024 413 toll free. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PASTORAL AND PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISOR? 

Transforming Practices offers a rich formation in Pastoral Supervision. Supervision Formation comprises 
of 5 two-day Modules, held over 7 months. The next Portfolio of Learning Day will be held on Friday 3 
February 2024 (with sufficient applicants). For those proceeding – an Introductory Day will be held on 
Friday 5 April 2024. All training days may be held on Zoom, face to face or in dual mode depending on 
successful applicant’s location. For program prerequisites, please visit www.transformingpractices.org. If 
you are interested in knowing more, please contact the Registrar, Mary Pearson via 
email maryepearson@gmail.com  

 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased: Imelda Mountfield, Gregory Searson, Selma Lattouf 

Anniversaries: Olga Peters, Francis Nguyen, Bernadette McLoughlin 

 

Fr Wim 
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November ~ Month of Holy Souls  

November, traditionally the Month of the Holy 
Souls, is a special time when we offer prayers for our 
deceased loved ones and others who have died.  
Mass requests are placed in our Book of Saints, 
placed before the Altar and our Masses during the 
month of November are offered for these 
intentions.  

OLOL Blokes Shed – meet each Tuesday 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
1 Canyon Road 
Baulkham Hills    
(Behind Parish Office) 

The aim of the OLOL Blokes Shed is to promote the 
Social, Health and Spiritual wellbeing of the male 
members of our parish community.  It provides an 
opportunity for men of the Parish to come together 
on a regular basis to spend time with other blokes 
with similar values.  Discussion of current topics 
takes place over a mug of coffee or cuppa tea.  
Why not join us on Tuesday morning?  

Invitation to all from Bishop Vincent,  
particularly those involved in Parish Ministry 

  

Mass of Blessing of the Sick  
This Friday, 1st December we will 
celebrate Mass of Blessing of the 
Sick. Everyone is welcomed to this 
Mass whether it is Spiritual, Mental 
or Physical strength or healing that 

you seek. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
commences at 8.50am, followed by Mass at 9.30am. 

We invite you to place the names of family & friends 
who are in need of prayers in the Box of Petition 
which will be at the back of the church on Friday and 
Mass will be offered for these intentions. 

Piety Stall  
The Piety Stall now has available 
supplies of 
❖ Christian Christmas Cards 
 @$7.50 per pack 

❖ 2024 Columban Art Calendar 
 @$10.00  

(These make great Christmas gifts)  

❖ 1st Communion Gifts & Cards 
The Piety Stall also has many small religious gifts 
and cards available if you are looking for a gift for 
1st Communion for your special young person who 
is celebrating their 1st Holy Communion or a 
religious gifts for Christmas. 

Liturgical Ministry Rosters – Christmas & Beyond 

We will be preparing a new roster for our Ministers 
which will include the Christmas celebrations and 
through into the New Year. Would all those involved in 
ministry; Acolytes, Readers and Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion please email your availability to 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  This will be a great 
help in preparing for our Christmas celebrations. 

If you have a little time and would like to take on the 
role of co-ordinating our Liturgical Ministries at Our 
Lady of Lourdes for the year ahead, we would love 
your assistance.   

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

Christ the King 25th November 
Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Lourdes Subijano Zelda Booth Nicole Whittaker 

 26th November 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Michael Guillema Marietta Guillema 

Marlene Murrow 
Madeleine Menasse 

1st Sunday of 
Advent 2nd December  Saturday 

Vigil, 6pm Roland Barros Madeline Leslie Jane Wilks Grace Yee 

 
3rd December Sunday 

9.30am Anthony Pope Janina Starkey Frangee Ampil Kay Bull, Louise Ryall 

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 9th December 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan Peter Watkins Maureen Steele 

 10th December 
Sunday 
9.30am ⭐️Volunteer Angela Ryall Bernard Ryall Janina Starkey 

Marlene Murrow 
Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 

mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 

Christmas Hampers and Christmas Appeal 

Our Christmas Giving Tree has now been erected at the rear of the Church with lots of tags for 
donations of toys and food items for the families we are supporting this year. There are also little 
envelopes for cash donations for the purchase of boxes fresh fruit and vegetables. Please take a 
tag or an envelope so that we can keep a record of promised donations. 

We have already made an excellent start to the hamper collection and wish to say a huge THANK 
YOU to the children, parents and staff of Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School for their generous 
donation of food items through a recent Mufti Day.  A second Mufti Day for food will be held later 
in the School term. 

Please be aware that all your donated presents and food items from the Church Community must 
be returned to the rear of the Church by 17th December, as the hampers will be assembled that 
following week ready for delivery on 21st December. 

From the weekend of 2nd and 3rd December, our Conference members will be on hand after the 
masses for an exit collection, to receive any monetary donations for the fresh fruit and vegetables 
and to answer any questions you may have. A Tap-N-Go machine will be available for other 
donations to the Christmas Appeal from 9th December. Our fundraising page will be available to 
make donations to the Christmas Appeal which can be accessed by the QR code displayed on our 
table at the rear of, or outside the Church. 

For those unable to get to the weekend masses, our OLOL Vinnies fundraising page is available at: 
https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/olol-baulkham-hills-2022-christmas-
appeal  

If you are unable to make it to the Church and wish to be part of our Christmas giving you may call 
or text Larry on 0409 347 309 and we will do our best to meet your request. 

Please ensure that tags are securely attached to your donated present as we need the tag to 
identify the age and gender of the recipient. If you have any difficulty in returning your present to 
the Church, please call or text Larry on 0409 347 309 and we will organise to have your donation 
picked up. 

Social Justice Issues 

In addition to helping those in need, the St Vincent de Paul Society advocates for and pursues 
many social justice issues affecting people in our communities. If you would like to learn more 
about these issues or are interested in participating in any of the Society's social justice issues, 
please click on or go to socialjustice.vinnies.org.au . 

God Bless you and keep you safe 

Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 

https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/olol-baulkham-hills-2022-christmas-appeal
https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/olol-baulkham-hills-2022-christmas-appeal
http://socialjustice.vinnies.org.au/


 

 
 





Please complete and return before Friday 9th February, 2024 
Please Return Enrolment Form to:

OFF  ICE FOR WORSHIP
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

Mary Gale
! (02) 8838 3456

" mary.gale@parracatholic.org

BLACKTOWN 
(Mondays 7.00pm)

Bede Heather Centre (formerly 
known as the Institute for Mission) 

1-5 Marion St, Blacktown 2148

SESSIONS
PENRITH  

(Thursdays 7.00pm)
St Nicholas of Myra PMR1,  

Entry Via Higgins St, Penrith 2750

 Monday 19th February
Compulsory Introductory 

Session  Thursday 2Ă*  February

 Ministers of the Word 

�      

Monday 26th February 

& 4th March

Monday 11th March

& 18th March
Extraordinary Ministers of 

Communion �      

Thursday Ă90$ �!�r1�r5

& Ĉth March

Thursday 14th March

& 21/0 March

 Communion to the 
Sick & Dying 

�      

Monday 8th April

Ministers at the Altar �      Thursday Ă*  
�5

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2024

First Name: ___________________________________________________________        Last Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Suburb:_______________________________________________________________________________________           Postcode: ________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________________________        Email Address: _______________________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________     Date: _______________________________________________

Parish:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest:  ________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest Signature:  ________________________________________________________________

Please choose ONE location per session

O!ce for Worship Bethany Centre, 470 Church Street, Parramatta NSW 2150  |  # mary.gale@parracatholic.org
$ parracatholic.org/o!ce-for-worship

• Please note if wishing to complete Communion to the Sick and Dying, it is compulsory to attend Ministers of Communion first.
• If you would like to become a Minister at the Altar, you must attend all 8 sessions.

Monday Ă9th April

Thursday 11th April



 
Diocese of Parramatta News 
 
  

 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal for Catholic Care 
chaplaincy services  

Will you support our chaplains to listen 
with the ear of the heart? Your 
compassionate generosity and prayers 
will help our 15 Catholic Care chaplains 

to provide pastoral, spiritual, and sacramental 
support to seriously ill, lonely, and distraught 
people this Christmas. Please give generously to 
the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal at 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan 
this QR code. Thank you.  

Br Barry Donaghue Preparing for Advent Series: 
Starting 29 November  

Br Barry Donaghue cfc is offering 90-minute Advent 
presentations held on Wednesday evenings, 
7:30pm to 9pm for 4 weeks, beginning 29 
November until 20 December. Each presentation 
will be scripture based and have time for questions, 
reflection and small group conversation. The 
presentation will be held at Mary Rooms at 
Edmund Rice Retreat Centre Winbourne, 1315 
Mulgoa Road, Mulgoa. Please contact 0478 408 
337 or email bgdonaghue@edmundrice.org for 
enquiries.  

Young Adult Faith Formation: 3 December     

Young Adult Faith Formation sessions continue on 
Sunday 3 December at The Hustle, 4-6 Purdy Rd, 
Minchinbury, at 7pm. Fr Tom Green will talk about 
and lead discussion on Religion and Politics. We 
encourage all adults 18-35 to come along and enjoy 
some faith formation and fellowship! Call Mark on 
0477 004 678 for more information.  

60th Year of the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
Commemorative Mass: 4 December  

Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a 
commemorative Mass to mark the 
60th Anniversary of Sacrosanctum Concilium (The 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) to be held at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on Monday 4 
December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP for catering 
purposes to 0460 037 795 or Hannah 
Portelli hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org   

 

 

 

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
person, virtual appointments    

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with 
Zoom and telephone interviews available for 
those unable to attend the office.  

Please contact the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 
3480 or email tribunal@parracatholic.org.     

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024   

Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked 
via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples   

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples 
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is 
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances 
communication and involves shared 
responsibility.  
If you are: 

• Preparing for marriage  
• Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding  
• Looking for an effective, natural option 

and wanting to cease contraception   
• Peri menopausal  

Then NFP is for you!  
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org   

Volunteer for the House of Welcome  

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to 
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees 
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman 
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact 
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.  

Positions Vacant:    

• Youth Coordinator (part-time) - St 
Bernadette’s Parish, Castle Hill 
– Applications close Thursday 30 
November 2023.   

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
mailto:bgdonaghue@edmundrice.org
mailto:Hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
mailto:tribunal@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
mailto:m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au
http://parracatholic.org/employment


 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION – Saints Cyril and Methodius 

Pope Francis continued his catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the 
apostolic zeal of the believer. His focus recently was on “Saints Cyril and Methodius: 
apostle to the Slavs”  

When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, 
“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to 
explain it to them, step by step…”And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as it had upon us at the beginning… then God gave them the same gift 
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, so who was I that I 
could hinder God.” (Bible reading: Acts 11: 2-4, 15, 17). 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

Today I will talk to you about two brothers, very famous in the east, to the point of being called “the 
apostles of the Slavs”: Saints Cyril and Methodius. Born in Greece in the ninth century into an 
aristocratic family, they renounced a political career to devote themselves to monastic life. But their 
dream of a secluded existence was short-lived. They were sent as missionaries to Great Moravia, which 
at the time included various peoples, already partly evangelized, but among whom many pagan 
customs and traditions survived. Their prince asked for a teacher to explain the Christian faith in their 
language. 

Cyril and Methodius' first task was therefore to study the culture of those peoples in depth. Always 
the same refrain: faith must be inculturated and the culture evangelized. Inculturation of faith, 
evangelization of culture, always. Cyril asked if they have an alphabet; they told him they did not. He 
replied: “Who can write a speech on water?”. Indeed, to proclaim the Gospel and to pray, one needed 
a proper, suitable, specific tool. So, he invented the Glagolitic alphabet. He translated the Bible and 
liturgical texts. People felt that the Christian faith was no longer ‘foreign’, but rather it became their 
faith, spoken in their mother tongue. Just think: two Greek monks giving an alphabet to the Slavs. It is 
this openness of heart that rooted the Gospel among them. Those two had no fear, they were 
courageous. 

Very soon, however, some opposition emerged on the part of some Latins, who saw themselves 
deprived of their monopoly on preaching to the Slavs; that fight within the Church, it is always that 
way. Their objection was religious, but only in appearance: God can be praised, they said, only in the 
three languages written on the cross: Hebrew, Greek and Latin. They had a closed mindset, to defend 
their own autonomy. But Cyril responded forcefully: God wants every people to praise Him in their 
own language. Together with his brother Methodius, he appealed to the Pope and the latter approved 
their liturgical texts in the Slavic language. He had them placed on the altar of the Church of Saint Mary 
Major, and sang with them the Lord’s praises according to those books. Cyril died a few days later, and 
his relics are still venerated here in Rome, in the Basilica of Saint Clement. Methodius, instead, was 
ordained a bishop and sent back to the Slav territories. Here he would suffer a great deal: he would 
even be imprisoned, but, brothers and sisters, we know that the Word of God was not shackled and 
spread throughout those peoples. 

Looking at the witness of these two evangelizers, whom Saint John Paul II chose as co-patrons of 
Europe and on whom he wrote the Encyclical Slavorum Apostoli, let us look at three important aspects. 

First of all, unity. The Greeks, the Pope, the Slavs: at that time, there was an undivided Christianity in 
Europe, which collaborated in order to evangelize. 

A second important aspect is inculturation, of which I said something earlier: evangelizing the culture 
and inculturation show that evangelization and culture are closely connected. One cannot preach the 
Gospel in an abstract, distilled way, no: the Gospel must be inculturated and it is also an expression of 
culture. 

A final aspect is freedom. Preaching requires freedom, but freedom always needs courage; a person is 
free to the extent that they are courageous and do not let themselves be shackled by many things that 
take away their freedom. 

Brothers and sisters, let us ask Saints Cyril and Methodius, apostles of the Slavs, that we may be 
instruments of “freedom in charity” for others. To be creative, to be constant and to be humble, with 
prayer and with service. 


	OLOL Blokes Shed – meet each Tuesday

