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Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 

Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS     LAMP & OIL 
This Sunday’s Gospel passage (Mt 25:1-13) invites us to 
prolong the reflection on eternal life that we began on the 
occasion of the Feast of All Saints and the Commemoration 
of the Faithful Departed. Jesus recounts the parable of the 
ten virgins invited to a wedding feast, symbol of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  

In Jesus’ time it was customary for weddings to be 
celebrated at night; so the procession of guests took place with lit lamps. Some of the 
bridesmaids are foolish: they take their lamps but do not take the oil with them; the 
wise ones instead take the oil with them together with their lamps. The bridegroom is 
late, late in coming, and they all fall asleep.  

When a voice alerts them that the bridegroom is about to arrive, in that moment, the 
foolish ones realize that they do not have oil for their lamps; they ask the wise ones for 
some, but the latter reply that they cannot give away any oil, because there would not 
be enough for them all. While the foolish maidens go to buy oil, the bridegroom arrives. 
The wise maidens enter the banquet hall with him, and the door is closed. The others 
arrive too late and are turned away.  

It is clear that with this parable, Jesus wants to tell us that we must be prepared for the 
encounter with him. Not only for the final encounter, but also for the everyday great 
and small encounters, with a view to that encounter for which the lamp of faith is not 
enough; we also need the oil of charity and good works. As the Apostle Paul says, the 
faith that truly unites us to Jesus is, “faith working through love” (Gal 5:6). It is what is 
represented by the behaviour of the wise maidens. Being wise and prudent means not 
waiting until the last moment to correspond to God’s grace, but to do so actively and 
immediately, starting right now. “I… yes, I will convert soon…”. “Convert today! Change 
your life today!”. “Yes, yes, tomorrow”. And the same thing is said tomorrow, and so it 
never arrives. Today! If we want to be ready for the final encounter with the Lord, we 
must cooperate with him now and perform good deeds inspired by his love.  

We know that unfortunately it happens that we forget the purpose of our life, that is, 
the definitive appointment with God, thus losing the sense of expectation and making 
the present absolute. When one makes the present absolute, one looks only to the 
present, losing the sense of expectation, which is so beautiful and so necessary, and also 
pulls us away from the contradictions of the moment. This attitude — when one loses 
the sense of expectation — precludes any view of the hereafter: we do everything as if 
we will never depart for the other life. 

And so we care only about possessing, about emerging, about establishing ourselves… 
And always more. If we allow ourselves to be led by what seems most attractive to us, 
by what we like, by seeking our interests, our life becomes sterile; we do not accumulate 
any reserve of oil for our lamp, and it will be extinguished before the encounter with the 
Lord. We must live today, but a today that goes towards tomorrow, towards that 
encounter, a present full of hope. If, on the other hand, we are vigilant and correspond 
to God’s grace by doing good, we can serenely await the bridegroom’s coming. The Lord 
will be able to come even while we are sleeping: this will not worry us, because we have 
the reserve of oil accumulated through our daily good works, accumulated with that 
expectation of the Lord, that he may come as soon as possible and that he may come to 
take us with him.  

Let us invoke the intercession of Mary Most Holy, that she may help us to live an active 
faith, as she did: [faith] is the shining lamp with which we can pass through the night 
beyond death and reach the great feast of life. 

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 ▪ olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

▪ www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

“Convert today! 
Change your life 
today!” 

mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.ololbhs.org.au/


 

32ND
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Let my prayer come into your presence. 
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

 

First Reading   Wis 6:12-16 
A reading from the book of Wisdom 

Wisdom is found by those who look for it. 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 
By those who love her she is readily seen, 
and found by those who look for her. 
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she 
makes herself known to them. 
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; 
you will find her sitting at your gates. 
Even to think about her is understanding fully 
grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will 
quickly leave you. 
She herself walks about looking for those who are 
worthy of her and graciously shows herself to 
them as they go, in every thought of theirs coming 
to meet them. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  My soul is thirsting for you,  

O Lord my God. 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long;  
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. (R.) 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary.  
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. (R.) 

3. So I will bless you all my life,  
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 

4. On my bed I remember you.  
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R.) 

 

Second Reading   1 Thess 4:13-18 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life 
with Jesus. 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about 
those who have died, to make sure that you do 

not grieve about them, like the other people who 
have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, and that it will be the same for those who 
have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. 
We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, 
that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s 
coming will not have any advantage over those 
who have died. At the trumpet of God, the voice 
of the archangel will call out the command and 
the Lord himself will come down from heaven; 
those who have died in Christ will be the first to 
rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be 
taken up in the clouds, together with them, to 
meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the 
Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you 
should comfort one another. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia!   
Be watchful and ready: 
you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 23:1-12 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and 
five of them were sensible: the foolish ones did 
take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas 
the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their 
lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew 
drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was 
a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet 
him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and 
trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to 
the sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our 
lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There 
may not be enough for us and for you; you had 
better go to those who sell it and buy some for 
yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the 
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went 
in with him to the wedding hall and the door was 
closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, 
Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he 
replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” 
So stay awake, because you do not know either 
the day or the hour.’ 

Communion Antiphon  
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the 
breaking of bread. 



REFLECTION FOR THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

“Wisdom shines bright and never grows dim.”         Wisdom 6; 12-16 
 

All three of today’s readings have something to say about wisdom. However, the 
word “wisdom” has so many connotations in English that it is very difficult to 
define it with any real precision. Moreover, today’s readings taken together, 
while they encourage us to cultivate and pursue wisdom, don’t exactly inspire us 
to get involved in that pursuit or identify for us what exactly it is that might be 

the focus of our searching.    

Before looking closely at the three readings, we might direct our attention to asking ourselves what value we put on wisdom 

and what do we understand wisdom to be. Sometimes we might be inclined to equate common sense with wisdom, possibly 

because common sense is much more a rarity than it is a commonality. We experience it so infrequently in our everyday 

interactions with others that we come to regard it as wisdom in practice. At other times, I suspect that we come to see 

wisdom as the distillation or by-product of a long succession of life experiences, believing that we will attain that kind of 

wisdom if we can successfully negotiate the various challenges that confront us as we grow and mature. At other times, 

wisdom might be best expressed in doing nothing, in resisting the urge to embark on a risky action. 

Yet, coming to understand what wisdom is and the role it plays in our lives is something we don’t know how to achieve. But 
we do know that wisdom is a quality we would like to attain in the course of our lives. We all know something of the story of 

how Solomon responded when God said to him: “Ask what you would like me to give you!” Solomon replied: “I am a very 
young man unskilled in leadership, so please give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and evil.” 
(1 Kings 3: 1-15) God was so impressed with Solomon’s humility that God gave him the gift of wisdom  -  a quality that became 

synonymous with the king’s name. 

Still, we all have different understandings and experiences of wisdom at different times in our lives. We would like to have 

wisdom, but we are not sure what it is. We experience it as elusive. We can recognise and admire it in others, but we are not 

sure that their wisdom fits us. The wisdom we see in a young mother rearing children is different from the wisdom of an 

octogenarian reflecting on life. The wisdom accrued by a parent who has accompanied a son or daughter through 

rehabilitation from drug-addiction is different from the wisdom required of a principal of a school full of adolescents and 

young adults. Wisdom in many of Shakespeare’s plays issues from the mouths of fools and jesters. And there are times when 
we all catch ourselves believing that we have the wisdom that seems to evade our politicians.  

With that as introduction, let’s look more closely at today’s readings. The first reading from the Book of Wisdom and the 
gospel-reading from Matthew focus on the theme of wisdom through specific reference to it. The writer of the Book of 

Wisdom personifies wisdom as a woman who lingers on doorsteps prompting residents to welcome her and make her feel 

at home.  The suggestion is that admitting wisdom to one’s everyday decision-making will transform those who welcome her 

into living with rectitude, integrity and virtue. But that reading does not tell us precisely what wisdom is.   The gospel-reading 

is an allegory of the Second Coming of Jesus. -  an event for which we need to be prepared. But neither Jesus nor Matthew is 

exhorting us to frenzied activity, to hasten to tidy ourselves up as though there is a programme of set activities to be 

undertaken. But we are left in no doubt that we are to imitate the five wise virgins. Still, there is no set of clear procedures 

to be followed for making ourselves like them. 

However, if we are to engage with this gospel-reading as participants, we have to shift from the position of side-line observers 

and decide what actions we will need to undertake in order to identify ourselves with the five wise virgins. The second reading 

from Thessalonians might give us a clue in that it gives us a glimpse of how the very early Christians, including Paul himself, 

believed that the end-times were just around the corner. Their thoughts were so focussed on the imminence of the Second 

Coming of Jesus that they were discussing who would get preferential entry into the presence of God - those who had already 

died or those who would die when the created world came tumbling down on the last day.  Paul dismissed their query as 

nonsense, pointing out that admission to God’s presence would not be the result of a competition but would be the logical 
continuation of the relationship faithful Christians had already built with God by living as Jesus had consistently taught them 

to live. Identifying with the wise virgins means being ever ready to welcome Jesus whenever he invites us to be with him, just 

as they were fully prepared when the bridegroom eventually arrived. 

Yet somehow, we know that wisdom makes a significant contribution to teaching us how to live as Jesus taught us. We 

acquire that wisdom by reflecting on the Word of God in Scripture. We will rarely find it in books or in compendiums of 

doctrines. Pope Francis has repeatedly reminded us that wisdom is alive and well in the hearts and practices of the faithful 

people who make up the Christian community we call Church. Moreover, we know in the depths of our being that the wisdom 

for life is to be found in the person and teaching of Jesus, our brother. And in the model for living embodied in the Gospels. 

After all, he did say of himself: “I am the way, the truth and the Life.” (John 14: 6) Therein lies the essence of wisdom. 

Expressing it a little differently, we can say that wisdom is ever present at our doorsteps in the invitation to us to be present 

to God present in our encounters with the people and events with whom and with which we interact each and every day of 

our lives 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased:  Margot Starkey (Ian’s mum), Lilly 
Keating (Ireland) 

Anniversary: John Walker, Bob Coxall, John Newson, 
Elizabeth Andrews 

Our sick relatives & friends 

Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner, 
Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, 
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki, 
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, 
Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia 
Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael 
Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, 
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos 
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all 
who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each 
Friday morning prior to the 9.30am Parish 
Mass.  Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant we have 
low gluten (negligible) hosts to enable 
you to receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. Please speak to Father or 
the Acolyte before Mass and go to the 
priest celebrating Mass to receive 

Communion.  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your support. To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 
For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhamhills 

The following link will take you to the live-streaming of 
the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on  
November 12, 2023 "The 32nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time" ...  https://youtube.com/live/zfdeu5KsYlA 

The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these links, 
from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are 
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration. 

Arrupe – JRS Refugee Service 

We thank you for your continued generosity in 
providing food and personal items for the JRS 
Appeal. Every small contribution makes a difference 
to someone’s everyday life. 

The foodbank is always in need of non-perishable 
items. We are asking that you continue with  
donations of these  different food items as they are 
the staple foods required for JRS to provide for those 
who are in need. 

If you are able, all we ask is that you place one or two 
items in your shopping trolley when you do your 
regular shop. We are continuing with this practice as 
there are still many people in need of our continued 
assistance and support. 
Cooking Oil   Basmati Rice/Pasta 

Long life Milk         Tuna in Oil  

Pantry Essentials     Laundry Det 

Tinned Food  (Liquid pref) 

There are two donation boxes at the back of the 
church, one for personal items (sanitary items, 
nappies, toothpaste, deodorant, etc) and one for 
food items (listed above).  
The goods collected will be donated to the Arrupe, 
Jesuit Refugee Service Parramatta. This is an 
ongoing Pastoral work of our Parish community at 
Our Lady. of Lourdes. For more information on this 
Social Justice Service see the website: 
www.jrs.org.au   

 

 

2023 Knox Public Lecture 
Tuesday 28th November at 7.30pm 

Live videostream via Zoom 
 

“Truth and Peace: Timeless Twins” 
Presented by Dr Susan Connelly RSJ 

 
To book scan the QR code or go to 

trybooking.com/CMYVM 
Enquiries:  : +613 9412 3333  : 

vi.panganiban@ctc.edu.au  : 
ctc.edu.au 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/zfdeu5KsYlA
http://www.jrs.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/CMYVM
mailto:vi.panganiban@ctc.edu.au
https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/knox-public-lecture/


 
 

PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Last Friday week, 3 November, Bishop 
Vincent celebrated the annual CCD 
Thanksgiving Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
with a congregation of about 400. Many of 
our SRE Catechists attended and many 
received awards. 

For the first time our Diocese has an SRE 
Catechist who was recognised for 50 years’ 
service to the ministry of teaching Scripture 
in public schools. 

 

We congratulate our own Anne Sullivan for her inspiring dedication to Christian formation of Catholic 
children. Thank you, Anne, for your generosity of time and spirit in sharing your faith and your love of 
the Gospel with children.  
“May the Lord bless you and keep you; may He smile on you and be gracious to you; may He look 
your way and give you peace.” 
FIRST COMMUNION 

This weekend and the next two weekends will see the celebration of the Sacrament of First 
Communion take place in the Parish. St Michael’s will host these masses over the weekends of 10-12 
and 17-19 November, and Our Lady of Lourdes on the weekend of 25-26 November. 

While most will receive their First Communion at special Masses on those weekends, some children 
have also requested they receive their first communion at a Parish Mass. 

Please pray for them and their families. 

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED 

Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass offering Envelopes will be available in both 
Churches. 

MASS LINK FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Thirty-Second Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and 
available on YOUTUBE after that ishttps://youtube.com/live/zfdeu5KsYlA.  Please copy the link into 
browser if it does not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page.  

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: 17 NOVEMBER  

 The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its second annual Mass for our deceased clergy on this Friday 
17 November at 10.30am at St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill, followed by prayers at the gravesites of clergy 
buried in Pinegrove Cemetery. All are welcome to attend and give your gift of prayer to those whose 
lives were dedicated to bringing us all closer to Christ. 

This Friday then, our Masses at both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s will be offered specifically 
for the deceased priests and deacons who have served in our parish. 

 

 

https://youtube.com/live/zfdeu5KsYlA


 
POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION – St Josephine Bakhita 

Pope Francis recently resumed his cycle of catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic 

zeal of the believer. His focus recently was on “Saint Josephine Bakhita: witness of the transforming 
power of Christ’s forgiveness” 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our catechesis on apostolic zeal, we have been reflecting on the 

spread of the Gospel through the witness of men and women of every time and place. Today 

we turn once more to Africa and to the powerful witness of Saint Josephine Bakhita. Born in 

Darfur in Sudan, Josephine was kidnapped as a child and sold into slavery. Despite the violence 

and terrible sufferings she endured, she never despaired. In the cross of Christ she discovered 

the source of a merciful love that affirms our innate dignity as God’s children, brings true 
freedom and enables us to forgive and indeed love those who wrong us. The experience of 

God’s mercy and forgiveness inspired Josephine to devote herself to Christ as a religious and 
to serve others humbly and selflessly in Italy, her new country. The life of Saint Josephine 

Bakhita reveals the power of God’s grace to transform lives, to resolve conflicts and to bring 
about the justice, reconciliation and peace so greatly needed in our time. Let us entrust 

ourselves to her prayers and ask especially for the gift of peace for our brothers and sisters in 

war-torn Sudan and in so many other parts of our world. 

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows these notices. 

60TH YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED LITURGY  MASS: 4 DECEMBER   

Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a commemorative Mass to mark the 60th Anniversary 
of Sacrosanctum Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) to be held at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta on Monday 4 December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP for catering purposes to 0460 
037 795 or Hannah Portelli hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org   

CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS   

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas cards are a great way to spread joy and hope this 
Christmas vulnerable communities to create a brighter future. Order now to receive in time 
for Christmas at www.globalgifts.org.au or scan the QR code.  

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL  

Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is 
supporting partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency cash, shelter, and psychosocial 
support to those affected by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are expected to 
support 17,000 displaced families, representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people displaced. To 
support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-
crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PASTORAL AND PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISOR? 

Transforming Practices offers a rich formation in Pastoral Supervision. Supervision 
Formation comprises of 5 two-day Modules, held over 7 months. The next Portfolio of Learning 
Day will be held on Friday 3 February 2024 (with sufficient applicants). For those proceeding – 
an Introductory Day will be held on Friday 5 April 2024. All training days may be held on Zoom, face 
to face or in dual mode depending on successful applicant’s location. For program prerequisites, 
please visit www.transformingpractices.org. If you are interested in knowing more, please contact 
the Registrar, Mary Pearson via email maryepearson@gmail.com  

THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased: Cesare Rossi, Josephine Harrison 

Anniversaries: Lilly Vella, Raymond Keppie 

Fr Wim 
 

mailto:Hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Print&utm_term=QRcode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=GG_2024
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
http://www.transformingpractices.org/
mailto:maryepearson@gmail.com


 
Year 3 Family Mass Sunday 12 November 

We welcome our Year 3 children and 
their families from Our Lady of Lourdes 
who will help us in our Sunday 
celebration at 9.30am Mass.   

This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the 
many and varied gifts these young families bring to 
our Parish community.  We invite all our 
parishioners to join us for morning tea in the Parish 
Centre following 9.30am Mass. 

Please bring a small plate of treats to share. 
 
 
 

November ~ Month of Holy Souls  

November, traditionally the Month of the Holy 
Souls, is a special time when we offer prayers for our 
deceased loved ones and others who have died.  
Mass requests are placed in our Book of Saints, 
placed before the Altar and our Masses during the 
month of November are offered for these 
intentions. Please PRINT names clearly.  
November Mass Offering Envelopes are available at 
the back of the church. The normal offering for these 
Masses is $20 but please place the amount you can 
manage in the envelope. These offerings will be 
distributed among the priests who will be offering 
Mass for your November intentions. Envelopes may 
be placed on the collection plate, given to the Parish 
Office or given to one of our priests.  

1st Eucharist 
We ask that you continue to prayerfully support 
the children of our Parish and their families as 
they join us the Table of the Lord for the first time, 
their next step in their wondrous Faith Journey. 

Piety Stall  
The Piety Stall now has available 
supplies of 
❖ Christian Christmas Cards  
  @$7.00 per pack 

❖ 2024 Columban Art Calendar 
 @$10.00 

❖ 1st Communion Gifts & Cards 
The Piety Stall also has many small religious gifts 
and cards available if you are looking for a gift for 
1st Communion for your special young person who 
is celebrating their 1st Holy Communion. 
Please speak to  the ladies in the Piety stall. 

 
 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
32nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 11th November 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm Roland Barros Peter Watkins  Nathan Colaco Robert Muscat 

 12th November 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Frangee Ampil Chris Luther 

Marlene Murrow, 
Kay Bull 

33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

18th November Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan Paul Lewis Maureen Steele 

 
19th November Sunday 

9.30am Ian Starkey Mariah Di Mauro Christine Coxall Janina Starkey Louise 
Ryall 

Christ the King 25th November 
Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Lourdes Subijano Zelda Booth Nicole Whittaker 

 26th November 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Michael Guillema Marietta Guillema 

Marlene Murrow 
Madeleine Menasse 

Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 





POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 
Recently, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on The passion for 
evangelization the apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: “Saint 
Josephine Bakhita: witness of the transforming power of Christ’s forgiveness” 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
him.3When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” Bible 
reading: Lk 23:32-34). 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning, 

In our path of catechesis on apostolic zeal – we are reflecting on apostolic zeal - today we will let ourselves 
be inspired by the witness of Saint Josephine Bakhita, a Sudanese saint. Unfortunately, for months Sudan 
has been torn by a terrible armed conflict, of which little is spoken today; let us pray for the Sudanese 
people, so they might live in peace! But the fame of Saint Bakhita has exceeded every boundary and reached 
all those to whom identity and dignity is denied. 

Born in Darfur – troubled Darfur! – in 1869, she was abducted from her family at the age of seven, and made 
a slave. Her abductors called her “Bakhita”, which means “fortunate”. She passed through eight masters – 
each one sold her on to the next. The physical and moral suffering she suffered as a child left her with no 
identity. She suffered cruelty and violence: on her body she bore more than a hundred scars. But she herself 
testified: “As a slave I never despaired, because I felt a mysterious force supporting me”. 

In the face of this, I wonder: what is Saint Bakhita’s secret? We know that often a wounded person wounds 
in turn: the oppressed easily becomes an oppressor. Instead, the vocation of the oppressed is that of freeing 
themselves and their oppressors, becoming restorers of humanity. Only in the weakness of the oppressed 
can the force of God’s love, which frees both, be revealed. Saint Bakhita expresses this truth very well. One 
day her tutor gave her a small crucifix and she, who had never owned anything, conserved her treasure 
jealously. Looking at it, she experienced inner liberation, because she felt understood and loved and 
therefore capable of understanding and loving: this is the beginning. She felt understood, she felt loved, and 
as a consequence capable of understanding and loving others. Indeed, she went on to say: “God’s love has 
always accompanied me in a mysterious way… The Lord loved me: you have to love everyone … you have 
to have pity!”. This is Bakhita’s soul. Truly, to pity means both to suffer with the victims of the great 
inhumanity in the world, and also to pity those who commit errors and injustices, not justifying, but 
humanizing. This is the caress she teaches us: to humanize. When we enter the logic of fighting, of division 
between us, of bad feelings, one against the other, we lose our humanity. And very often we think we are in 
need of humanity, to be more humane. And this is. The work that Saint Bakhita teaches us: to humanize, to 
humanize ourselves and to humanize others. 

Saint Bakhita, who became Christian, was transformed by the words of Christ she meditated on every day: 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). And so she said: “If Judas had asked Jesus 
for forgiveness, he too would have found mercy”. We can say that St Bakhita’s life became an existential 
parable of forgiveness. How good it is to say to a person, “he was capable, she was capable of forgiving, 
always”. And she was always capable of forgiving; indeed, her life is an existential parable of forgiveness. 
To forgive because then we will be forgiven. Do not forget this: forgiveness, which is God’s caress to all of 
us. 

Forgiveness liberated her. Forgiveness first received through God’s merciful love, and then the forgiveness 
given that made her a free, joyful woman, capable of loving. 

Bakhita was able to experience service not as slavery, but as an expression of the free gift of self. And this 
is very important: made a servant involuntarily – she was sold as a slave – she then freely chose to become 
a servant, to bear on her shoulders the burdens of others. 

Saint Josephine Bakhita, by her example, shows us the way to finally be free from our slavery and fears. She 
helps us to unmask our hypocrisies and selfishness, to overcome resentments and conflicts. And she 
encourages us, always. 

Dear brothers and sisters, forgiveness takes away nothing but adds – what does forgiveness add? – dignity: 
forgives takes away nothing from you but adds dignity to the person, it makes us lift our gaze from ourselves 
towards others, to see them as fragile as we are, yet always brothers and sisters in the Lord. Brothers and 
sisters, forgiveness is the wellspring of a zeal that becomes mercy and calls us to a humble and joyful holiness, 
like that of Saint Bakhita. 



 

  



 
Diocese of Parramatta News 

 
  

 

Parramatta Street Feast:  11th November 

You are invited to the Parramatta Street Feast, 
Saturday 11 November 2023. Come and share a 
meal, company and entertainment with members of 
our community who are on the margins of society. 
This free event will be held in a spirit of solidarity and 
friendship at the Cloister Hall, St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta, 10:30AM to 1:30PM. The Street Feast is 
a collaboration between the Diocese of Parramatta, 
PAYCE Foundation, Paynter Dixon and St. Merkorious 
Charity.   

125th Anniversary Cathedral Organ Concert:  

12th November   

St Patrick's Cathedral Organists, Choir and Guest 
Performers will present an array of performances 
at a Gala Concert to celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of St Patrick's Cathedral Organ. The 
Concert will be held on Sunday 12 November from 
3pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. Tickets can be 
purchased via this link 
https://www.trybooking.com/CLUFN or at the 
door. For more information, contact 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org  

Local World Youth Day and Leaders 

Commissioning Mass: 26 November  

Catholic Youth Parramatta invites all youth leaders, 
new school leaders and young people to the annual 
Local World Youth Day & Leaders Commissioning 
Mass, which will be held on Sunday 26 November 
(Feast of Christ the King) at 3.30pm at Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace Parish, Greystanes. The Youth 
Mass will give thanks for the Youth ministry year so 
far and bless all leaders for their 2024 ministry 
year. Family, friends and community members are 
all invited to join in this celebration. For catering 
purposes, please RSVP to met@parracatholic.org.  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-

person, virtual appointments    

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with 
Zoom and telephone interviews available for 
those unable to attend the office. Please contact 
the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.   

  

 

 

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024   

Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked 
via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples   

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples 
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is 
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances 
communication and involves shared 
responsibility.  
If you are: 

• Preparing for marriage  
• Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding  
• Looking for an effective, natural option 

and wanting to cease contraception   
• Peri menopausal  

Then NFP is for you!  
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org   

Volunteer for the House of Welcome  

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to 
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees 
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman 
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact 
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.  

Positions Vacant:   

• Facilitator – Marriage – Mission Enhancement 
Team, Diocese of Parramatta – Applications 

close 10pm Monday 13 November 2023.  

• Youth Coordinator (part-time) - St Bernadette’s 
Parish, Castle Hill – Applications close 

Thursday 30 November 2023.  

 More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  

  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 
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