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YEAR A THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 5™ NovEMBER 2023

A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS HumiLity

Parish Information
Today’s Gospel passage (cf. Mt 23:1-12) is set in the final days of Jesus’ life, in

. 7
f’tjlt\llhc?iel e ghllllftclh Hill Jerusalem; days filled with expectations and also tension. On the one hand, Jesus
ape :im.e, aulkham Hils directs harsh criticism at the scribes and Pharisees, and on the other, he entrusts
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm, important mandates to Christians of all times, thus also to us.
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm
He says to the crowd: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; so practice
Weekday Masses . . .
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am and observe whatever they tell you”. Meaning that they have the authority to teach
what is in conformity with the Law of God. However, imnmediately after, Jesus adds:
Saturday 9.00am Y , e
but do not do ‘what they do; for they preach, but do not practice’” (vv. 2-3).
Our Lady of Lourdes Church Brothers and sisters, a frequent flaw of those in authority, whether civil or
1 Canyon Rd, ecclesiastic authority, is that of demanding of others, things - even righteous things
Baulkham Hills - that they do not, however, put into practice in the first person. They live a double
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm life. Jesus says: “They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s
Sunday 9.30am shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger (v. 4). This
Weekday Masses attitude sets a bad example of authority, which should instead derive its primary

strength precisely from setting a good example. Authority arises from a good
example, so as to help others to practise what is right and proper, sustaining them
in the trials that they meet on the right path. Authority is a help, but if it is wrongly

Wed - Friday 9.30am

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist

Fri'day 8.50am exercised, it becomes oppressive; it does not allow people to grow, and creates a
Prior to 9.30am Mass climate of distrust and hostility, and also leads to corruption.
1st Friday of Month

Jesus openly denounces some
of the negative conduct of the
scribes and of some Pharisees:
“they love the place of honour
at feasts and the best seats in
the synagogues, and
salutations in the market

Mass of Blessing of the Sick

Reconciliation - OLOL
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm

Reconciliation - St Michael’s
Saturday 9.30-10.30am
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm

. 3 places” (wv. 6-7). This is a
BaPtlsm' L Vg | temptation that corresponds
By Appointment to human pride and that is not always easy to overcome. It is the attitude of living

4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am
Our Lady of Lourdes Office

only for appearances.

Then Jesus entrusts the mandates to his disciples: “you are not to be called rabbi,

Mon/Tues  1.30pm - 4.30pm for you have one teacher, and you are all brethren. [...] Neither be called masters,

Wed - Fri ~ 9.30am - 4.30pm
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for you have one master, the Christ. He who is greatest among you shall be your
servant” (vv. 8-11).

We, disciples of Jesus, must not seek titles of honour, of authority or supremacy. |
tell you, it pains me personally to see people who, psychologically, live in pursuit of
vain accolades. We, disciples, of Jesus must not do this, because among ourselves
there must be a simple and fraternal attitude. We are all brothers and sisters and in
no way must we abuse others or look down on them. No. We are all brothers and
sisters. If we have received talents from the heavenly Father, we must place them
at the service of our brothers and sisters, and not exploit them for our own
satisfaction and personal interests. We must not consider ourselves superior to
others; modesty is essential for an existence that seeks to conform to the teaching
of Jesus, who is meek and humble of heart and came not to be served but to serve.

May the Virgin Mary, “humble and exalted more than any creature” (Dante,
Paradiso, xxxiii:2), help us, with her motherly intercession, to spurn pride and vanity,
and to be meek and docile to the love that comes from God, for the service of our
brothers and sisters and for their joy, which will also be our own.


mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.ololbhs.org.au/

315" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Entrance Antiphon:

Forsake me not, O Lord, my God,;
be not far from me!

Make haste and come to my help,
O Lord, my strong salvation!

First Reading Malachi 1:14 - 2:2, 8-10
A reading from the prophet Malachi

You have strayed from the way, you have caused
many to stumble by your teaching.

| am a great king, says the Lord of hosts, and my
name is feared throughout the nations. And now,
priests, this warning is for you. If you do not listen,
if you do not find it in your heart to glorify my name,
says the Lord of hosts, | will send the curse on you
and curse your very blessing. You have strayed
from the way; you have caused many to stumble by
your teaching. You have destroyed the covenant of
Levi, says the Lord of hosts. And so | in my turn have
made you contemptible and vile in the eyes of the
whole people in repayment for the way you have
not kept to my paths but have shown partiality in
your administration.

Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create
us? Why, then, do we break faith with one another,
profaning the covenant of our ancestors?

Responsorial Psalm
Response: Inyou, Lord, | have found my peace.

1. O Lord, my heart is not proud
nor haughty my eyes.
| have not gone after things too great
nor marvels beyond me. (R.)

2. Truly | have set my soul
in silence and peace.
A weaned child on its mother’s breast,
even so is my soul. (R.)

3. Osrael, hope in the Lord
both now and for ever. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Thess 2:7-9, 13

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Thessalonians

We were eager to hand over to you not only the Good
News but our lives as well.

Like a mother feeding and looking after her own
children, we felt so devoted and protective
towards you, and had come to love you so much,
that we were eager to hand over to you not only
the Good News but our whole lives as well. Let me
remind you, brothers, how hard we used to work,

slaving night and day so as not to be a burden on
any one of you while we were proclaiming God'’s
Good News to you.

Another reason why we constantly thank God for
you is that as soon as you heard the message that
we brought you as God’s message, you accepted it
for what it really is, God’s message and not some
human thinking; and it is still a living power among
you who believe it.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

You have one Father, your Father in heaven;
you have one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!

|

"Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

Gospel Mt 23:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

They do not practise what they preach.

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said,
‘The scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of
Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you
and listen to what they say; but do not be guided
by what they do: since they do not practise what
they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay
them on men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger
to move them? Not they! Everything they do is
done to attract attention, like wearing broader
phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take
the place of honour at banquets and the front seats
in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in
the market squares and having people call them
Rabbi.

‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be
called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and
you are all brothers. You must call no one on earth
your father, since you have only one Father, and he
is in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be
called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the
Christ. The greatest among you must be your
servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will be
exalted.’

Communion Antiphon
You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord.



REFLECTION FOR THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO

“They (the scribes and Pharisees) tie onto people’s backs loads that are heavy and hard to
carry, yet they aren’t willing even to lift a finger to help them carry those loads. Everything
they do is done to attract attention...The greatest one among you must be your servant.”
Matthew 23: 1-12

Today’s first reading from the prophet Malachi and the gospel-reading from Matthew are both savage
in their criticism of the religious leaders of their time. The Book of Malachi is the last book of the First
or Old Testament and dates back to around 450 B.C. Malachi’s words were trenchantly critical of the
priests of his day because of the gap between the words of their prayer and sacrifice and the way in
which they lived. Malachi criticises them for their lack of integrity. For reasons unknown to me, the
abuse that Malachi puts into the mouth of God is omitted from the selection we read today. The
chapter from which this first reading is taken opens with God saying: “And now, priests, this warning
is for you. If you don't listen, if you don’t find it in your heart to glorify my name, | will send the curse
on you...Now watch how | am going to paralyse your arm and throw dung in your face.” (Malachi: 2:
1-4) Malachi didn’t mince his words.

Moreover, the criticism that Jesus levels at the scribes and Pharisees centuries after Malachi is equally
biting. It is worth noting that Jesus does not question the legitimacy of the authority of these leaders.
He does, however, draw attention to the fact that there is no compassion, tolerance or
encouragement in the manner in which they deal with their people. They do not speak to the people
they lead any word of a God who is gentle, understanding, merciful, caring, loving and compassionate.
They hammer them with the letter of the law, weighing them down with directives that wear them
out.

If we’re not careful, we can be trapped into saying to ourselves something like: “It was ever the
same!”, thereby applying similar criticism to our present-day Church leaders. To lean in that direction
means that we forget that we are meant to participate in these readings instead of sitting on the edge
of them as observers, analysing them for their meaning rather than asking how they apply to us.




If we are to ask ourselves what Malachi and Jesus might be saying to us through these readings, it
must surely have something to do with stopping to reflect on whether or not we are living with
integrity. And the first step towards living with integrity is to acknowledge the humanity we share with
everyone around us. All we are and have is God-given gift. We are as frail and as vulnerable as every
other person we encounter, work beside, call friend or reach out to. That’s why Jesus dwelt on
reminding us to avoid questing for titles. Our identity is not to be found in qualifications, titles or
position. We are equal in dignity with every other human being, whatever their ethnic origin, skin
colour or creed. We are all sisters and brothers to one another, we all bleed, make mistakes, do
commendable deeds, and fail miserably. There was a time when fellow Christians went out of their
way to put on pedestals those of us who chose the vocation of Gospel ministry to our sisters and
brothers. Fortunately, that time has long gone.

In today’s gospel-reading, we encounter a Jesus who was fired up by the actions of religious leaders
whom he saw feathering their own nests and using position to burden those for whom they had
pledged their lives to care. In pointing to the gap between the expectations they laid on their people
and the way in which they themselves lived, he warned us all not to go in search of gurus with recipes
for living with integrity and not to allow ourselves to be worshipped as gurus. Yet, there may have
been times in our lives when we have succumbed to thinking that we could provide easy answers to
our sisters and brothers for dealing with the challenges and trials of life. Unconsciously or unwittingly,
we may develop a “messiah complex”.

Complementing and standing in contrast with the words of warning from both Malachi and Jesus are
the words of affirmation and encouragement which we hear Paul offering the community of Christians
in Thessalonika in today’s second reading. We read how he praised them not just for opening
themselves to the message Jesus brought to the world, but for becoming instruments of the love,
compassion and mercy of God in the way in which they imitated Jesus.

In the gospel-readings of these last few weeks leading up to Advent we get an insight into what living
with integrity meant for Jesus. He had grown to discover the responsibilities that were his if he were
to be true to his God-given role as the Messiah, the Christ of God. He cared enough about the scribes
and Pharisees (and the people they were meant to be serving) to take the risk of trying to shake them
into seeing the error of their ways. In today’s gospel-reading, Matthew presents a Jesus who is at the
end of his tether, frustrated by scribes and Pharisees who have persistently chosen to ignore his calls
to conversion of mind and heart and to persist in their unwillingness to put the needs of their people
first. So, we see a Jesus in all his humanity confronting those religious leaders with strong language
because he cared for both them and their people. Jesus’ integrity demanded of him a readiness to
speak the truth, regardless of the consequent risk to his own safety.

The distinguishing characteristics of those of us who claim to follow Jesus surely, then, must be a
willingness to live with integrity, a readiness to put ourselves, our talents and our energy at the service
of others, especially the needy, and the courage to challenge injustice and hypocrisy whenever they
are harming others. While the sociological term “the common good” was almost certainly not in vogue
in the time of Jesus, he spent his life and gifts in the service of the whole of humanity. Moreover, not
once do we hear him claiming credit for the cures he performed or his restoring broken people to their
true dignity.

Implicit in Jesus’” warning about seeking titles is a call to be wary of some of the privileges that often
accompany position and social importance. Our successes and achievements, like every other good
deed we perform, are God’s gifts. Our basking in their glory and accepting the adulation of admirers
become meaningless, for what we do and achieve is attributable to God. Yet there are times when we
can be trapped into a sense of entitlement because of past achievements, positions we have held or
simply because we have been blessed with long life.

Opening ourselves to be participants in today’s readings involves applying to ourselves the very same
challenges that Jesus put to the scribes and Pharisees, and pondering the implications of those
challenges for living as Christians in the 215 century..




PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

FIRST COMMUNION

The next three weekends will see the celebration of the Sacrament of First Communion take place in
the Parish. St Michael’s will host these masses over the weekends of 10-12 and 17-19 November, and
Our Lady of Lourdes on the weekend of 24-25 November.

While most will receive their First Communion at special Masses on those weekends, Some children
have also requested they receive their first communion at a Parish Mass.

Please pray for them and their families.
NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED

Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass offering Envelopes will be available in both
Churches.

MASS LINK FOR THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Thirty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time — Year A and
available on YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/live/PErowNxwGd4. Please copy the link
into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK
page.

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: 17 NOVEMBER

The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its second annual Mass for our deceased clergy on Friday 17
November at 10.30am at St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill, followed by prayers at the gravesites of clergy
buried in Pinegrove Cemetery. All are welcome to attend and give your gift of prayer to those whose
lives were dedicated to bringing us all closer to Christ.

On that day, our Masses at both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s will be offered specifically for
the deceased priests and deacons who have served in our parish.

BISHOP VINCENT PRESENTS CHRISTOPHER WHITE: 9 NOVEMBER

Vatican correspondent and Pope Francis expert Christopher White is coming to the Diocese of
Parramatta as part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s ‘Bishop Vincent Presents’ series. His public lecture
“Will our faith have children? Reflections on the health and dynamism of global Catholicism after the
October 2023 Synod on Synodality” will be held in Parramatta on Thursday 9 November at Our Lady
of Mercy College, Parramatta from 6pm. Places are strictly limited, so register today at
https://parracatholic.org/christopherwhite/

CELEBRATING CATHOLIC UNITY: INSIDE THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA'S HISTORIC FIRST SYNOD!

Our Diocese concluded its first-ever Synod over the weekend of 13 — 15 October 2023. It was a
momentous event that brought together 280 faithful from across Western Sydney, the Blue
Mountains, and beyond to discuss the future of the local Church.

Experience the historic culmination of our Diocese’s inaugural Synod in this video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PItRCgSPLng.

Want to know more about what's next? Visit parracatholic.org/synod2023 to stay updated.

SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON SYNODALITY — Pope’s Homily at conclusion

Pope Francis concluded the XVI Synod of Bishops during Mass last Sunday. His homily can be found at
the end of these notes.



https://youtube.com/live/PErowNxwGd4
https://parracatholic.org/christopherwhite/
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DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL

Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is
supporting partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency cash, shelter, and psychosocial
support to those affected by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are expected to
support 17,000 displaced families, representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people displaced. To
support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-
crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free.

THE DECEASED

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for:
Recently deceased: Cecelia Mulvaney, Karam Antoun

Anniversaries: Eddie Lai

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the proper recording for the second
collection, please include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy

Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for support of the Parish,
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation
BSB 067 950
Acct No 100005310
Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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Prayer Requests

: Please remember in your prayers
the relatives and friends of our

Parish Communities for whom
prayers have been requested:

Recently Deceased: Margot Starkey (lan’s mum), Lilly

Keating (Ireland)

Anniversary: John Walker, Bob Coxall, John Newson,
Gunardi Noerwono, Aileen Sinclair, Shane Feneley,
Elizabeth Andrews

Our sick relatives & friends

Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner,
Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Benett Perera,
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki,
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams,
Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia
Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael
Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses,
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all

who are ill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

fuhaisic  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes
?‘_é‘(g place in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each
\‘;-“ Friday morning prior to the 9.30am Parish
Adoration

Mass. Adoration commences at 8.50am.
Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?

p- If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant we
G have low gluten (negligible) hosts to

‘y enable you to receive the Body of Christ
/" in Communion. Please speak to Father or
the Acolyte before Mass and go to the

priest celebrating Mass to receive Communion.

PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please

include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection — for support of priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection
— for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950
Account No
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

000000214

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb

Keeping You Connected

The following link will take you to the live-streaming of
the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on
November 5, 2023 "The 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time"
... https://youtube.com/live/PErowNxwGd4

The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these links,
from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration.

aulkhambhills

IChiIdren’s Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy of the Word at
9.30am Mass. This Liturgy is
designed for children of school
age and is held during 9.30am
Mass each Sunday during school
terms. The children listen to the
Word of God at their own level
and participate in activities focusing on the message of
the Gospel.
We only have a very small team and would love some
more helpers!

Can you give a hand?
Janina Starkey generously co-ordinates the Children’s
Liturgy Team at OLOL would love some helpers for this
important ministry.

Arrupe - JRS Refugee Service

We thank you for your continued generosity in
providing food and personal items for the JRS
Appeal. Every small contribution makes a difference
to someone’s everyday life.

The foodbank is always in need of non-perishable
items. We are asking that you continue with
donations of these different food items as they are
the staple foods required for JRS to provide for those
who are in need.

If you are able, all we ask is that you place one or two
items in your shopping trolley when you do your
regular shop. We are continuing with this practice as
there are still many people in need of our continued
assistance and support.

Cooking Oil Basmati Rice/Pasta
Long life Milk Tunain Oil
Pantry Essentials Laundry Det

(Liquid pref)
There are two donation boxes at the back of the
church, one for personal items (sanitary items,
nappies, toothpaste, deodorant, etc) and one for
food items (listed above).
The goods collected will be donated to the Arrupe,
Jesuit Refugee Service Parramatta. This is an
ongoing Pastoral work of our Parish community at
Our Lady. of Lourdes. For more information on this
Social Justice Service see the website:

WWW.rs.org.au
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Year 3 Family Mass Sunday 12 November Prayers & Sympathy
& Next Sunday, 12th November we A
welcome Year 3 children and their

families from Our Lady of Lourdes who
will join us at our Sunday celebration.

We offer our sincere Prayers
and Sympathy to lan & Janina
Starkey and their family on the
death of lan’s dear mum,
Margot Starkey, who passed
away earlier this week.

This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the

many and varied gifts these young families bring to

our Parish community. We invite all our

% parishioners to join us for morning tea in the Parjsh
Centre following 9.30am Mass.

; May she find eternal rest in the
;fi loving arms of Jesus, the Good Shepherd who
gathers the lambs in His arms.

Please remember lan & his family in your prayers
g at thls time of sadness for them aII

7y et "

November ~ Month of Holy Souls

Please bring a smali)‘ate of treats to share.

The Piety Stall now has available

supplies of

%+ Christian Christmas Cards
@57.00 per pack

«» 2024 Columban Art Calendar
@$10.00

SRemembering those
no longer with us

November, traditionally the Month of the Holy
Souls, is a special time when we offer prayers for our
deceased loved ones and others who have died. ++ 15t Communion Gifts & Cards
Mass requests are placed in our Book of Saints,
placed before the Altar and our Masses during the
month of November are offered for these
intentions. Please PRINT names clearly.

November Mass Offering Envelopes are available at
the back of the church. The normal offering for these
Masses is $20 but please place the amount you can
manage in the envelope. These offerings will be
distributed among the priests who will be offering

Mass for your November intentions. Envelopes may CH Rls-rop
be placed on the collection plate, given to the Parish WH IT

Office or given to one of our priests.

A Plenary indulgence may be gained for the dead,
once only, by visiting a church on 2 November and
praying the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed. Three C
conditions are required for gaining the indulgence: C
sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion
and prayer for the Pope’s intentions.

The Piety Stall also has many small religious gifts
and cards available if you are looking for a gift for
1st Communion for your special young person who
is celebrating their 15t Holy Communion.

Please speak to the ladies in the Piety stall.

Vatican Correspondent for the National Catholic Reporter

lick here for more details or to register fo
hristopher White's public lectures|
SYDNEY Thursday, 9 November 2023 at 6.00pm

at Our Lady of Mercy College

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
315t Sunday in Saturday
Ordinary Time 4t November Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Maureen Steele Peter Steele Grace Yee
Anne Mitchell,
5th November ;ugnodaan: lan Starkey Nicole Christoy Helen Thomas Louise Ryall
SPASLEEIAUE 11t November Sstyrday Roland Barros | Peter Watkins Nathan Colaco Robert Muscat
Ordinary Time Vigil, 6pm
Sunday . . Marlene Murrow,
12t N b !
ovember 9.30am Anthony Pope | Frangee Ampil Chris Luther Kay Bull
33rd Sunday in Saturday . . .
I Lk 18" November Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan Paul Lewis Maureen Steele
. . - Janina Starkey Louise
5th November :u3n0daan\: lan Starkey Mariah Di Mauro | Christine Coxall Ryall y
Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance



https://yourcatholicfoundation.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e54ab3f3d76f858d8cb604685&id=c64d370b3b&e=423c862444
https://yourcatholicfoundation.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e54ab3f3d76f858d8cb604685&id=c64d370b3b&e=423c862444

RCIA is more than a
brogram of instruction.

A life changing opportunity for those
considering becoming a Catholic Christian.
| The journey begins on 29th October 2023
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.
If you or anyone you know is interested
please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385
or Brad 0418 619 510 by 25 October 2023.

Monica & Brad

It begins with an awareness...or stirring
in one’s heart for something more.
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.
Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,
and justice within the community of the Catholic Church.




'? Diocese of Parramatta News
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DIOCESE of
PARRAMATTA
Bishop Vincent presents Christopher White:
9 November

Vatican correspondent and Pope Francis expert
Christopher White is coming to the Diocese of
Parramatta as part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s
‘Bishop Vincent Presents’ series. His public lecture
“Will our faith have children? Reflections on the
health and dynamism of global Catholicism after the
October 2023 Synod on Synodality” will be held in
Parramatta on Thursday 9 November at Our Lady of
Mercy College, Parramatta from 6pm. Places are
strictly limited, so register today
at https://parracatholic.org/christopherwhite/

Parramatta Street Feast: 11" November
You are invited to the Parramatta Street Feast,
Saturday 11 November 2023. Come and share a
meal, company and entertainment with members of
our community who are on the margins of society.
This free event will be held in a spirit of solidarity and
friendship at the Cloister Hall, St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta, 10:30AM to 1:30PM. The Street Feast is
a collaboration between the Diocese of Parramatta,
PAYCE Foundation, Paynter Dixon and St. Merkorious
Charity.

125th Anniversary Cathedral Organ Concert:
12" November

St Patrick's Cathedral Organists, Choir and Guest
Performers will present an array of performances
at a Gala Concert to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of St Patrick's Cathedral Organ. The
Concert will be held on Sunday 12 November from
3pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. Tickets can be
purchased via this link
https://www.trybooking.com/CLUFN or at the
door. For more information, contact
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
person, virtual appointments

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted in person with
Zoom and telephone interviews available for
those unable to attend the office. Please contact
the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or

email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024

Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked
via the website. For more information, email
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances
communication and involves shared
responsibility.
If you are:

e Preparing for marriage

e Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding

e Looking for an effective, natural option

and wanting to cease contraception

e Peri menopausal
Then NFP is for you!
For more information or to book an appointment,
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org

Volunteer for the House of Welcome

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.

Positions Vacant:

e Facilitator — Marriage — Mission Enhancement

Team, Diocese of Parramatta — Applications
close 10pm Monday 13 November 2023.

e Youth Coordinator (part-time) - St Bernadette’s

Parish, Castle Hill — Applications close
Thursday 30 November 2023.

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment
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BISHOP VINCENT INVITES YOU TO
CELEBRATE THE 60TH YEAR OF

THE CONSTITUTION
ON THE SACRED
LITURGY

“The liturgy is the summit toward ‘ | ' i ‘

which the activity of the Church is ‘n - . ‘

directed; at the same time it is the font e i _ A

from which all her power flows.” MONAY 4TH DECEM BER 20 2 3 :

- Sacrosanctum Concilium 3 :
MASS 7:30PM

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL,

PARRAMATTA

Followed by refreshments in the Cathedral Hall

RSVP to 0460 037 795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
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Homily of Pope Francis at the conclusion of the XVI Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

A doctor of the Law comes to Jesus under a
pretext, in order to test him. The question he
asks, however, is an important and enduring
one that, at times, arises in our own hearts and
in the life of the Church: “Which
commandment in the law is the greatest?”
(Mt 22:36). We too, immersed in the living
stream of Tradition, can ask: “What is the most
important thing? What is the driving force?”
What matters so much as to be the guiding
principle of everything? Jesus’ answer is clear:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all
< your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbour as yourself” (Mt 22:37-39).

Brother Cardinals, Bishops and priests, men and women Religious, dear brothers and sisters,
at the conclusion of this stage of our journey, it is important to look at the “principle and
foundation” from which everything begins ever anew: by loving. Loving God with our whole
life and loving our neighbour as ourselves. Not our strategies, our human calculations, the ways
of the world, but love of God and neighbour: that is the heart of everything. And how do we
channel this momentum of love? I would propose two verbs, two movements of the heart, on
which I would like to reflect: fo adore and to serve. We love God through adoration and
service.

The first verb, adore. To love is to adore. Adoration is the first response we can offer to God’s
gratuitous and astonishing love. The amazement of adoration, the wonder of worship, is
something essential in the life of the Church, especially in our own day in which we have
abandoned the practice of adoration. To adore God means to acknowledge in faith that he alone
is Lord and that our individual lives, the Church’s pilgrim way and the ultimate outcome of
history all depend on the tenderness of his love. He gives meaning to our lives.

In worshiping God, we rediscover that we are free. That is why the Scriptures frequently
associate love of the Lord with the fight against every form of idolatry. Those who worship
God reject idols because whereas God liberates, idols enslave. Idols deceive us and never bring
to pass what they promise, because they are “the work of men’s hands” (Ps 115:4). Scripture
is unbending with regard to idolatry, because idols are made and manipulated by men, while
God, the Living God, is present and transcendent; he is the one “who is not what I imagine him
to be, who does not depend on what I expect from him and who can thus upset my expectations,
precisely because he is alive. The proof that we do not always have the right idea about God is
that at times we are disappointed: We think: ‘I expected one thing, I imagined that God would
behave like this, and instead I was wrong’. But in this way, we turn back to the path of idolatry,
wanting the Lord to act according to the image we have of him” (C.M. Martini, I grandi della
Bibbia. Esercizi spirituali con I’Antico Testamento, Florence, 2022, 826-827). We are always
at risk of thinking that we can “control God”, that we can confine his love to our own agenda.
Instead, the way he acts is always unpredictable, it transcends our thinking, and God’s way of
acting consequently demands amazement and adoration. Amazement is very important!

We must constantly struggle against all types of idolatry; not only the worldly kinds, which
often stem from vainglory, such as lust for success, self-centredness, greed for money — let us



not forget that the devil enters “through the pockets”, the enticements of careerism; but also
those forms of idolatry disguised as spirituality — my own spirituality: my own religious ideas,
my own pastoral skills... Let us be vigilant, lest we find that we are putting ourselves at the
centre rather than him. And let us return to worship. May worship be central for those of us
who are pastors: let us devote time every day to intimacy with Jesus the Good Shepherd,
adoring him in the tabernacle. May the Church adore: in every diocese, in every parish, in every
community, let us adore the Lord! Only in this way will we turn to Jesus and not to ourselves.
For only through silent adoration will the Word of God live in our words; only in his presence
will we be purified, transformed and renewed by the fire of his Spirit. Brothers and sisters, let
us adore the Lord Jesus!

The second verb is to serve. To love is to serve. In the great commandment, Christ binds God
and neighbour together so that they will never be disconnected. There can be no true religious
experience that is deaf to the cry of the world. There is no love of God without care and concern
for our neighbour; otherwise, we risk becoming pharisaic. We may have plenty of good ideas
on how to reform the Church, but let us remember: to adore God and to love our brothers and
sisters with his love, that is the great and perennial reform. To be a worshiping Church and
a Church of service, washing the feet of wounded humanity, accompanying those who are frail,
weak and cast aside, going out lovingly to encounter the poor. We heard in the first reading
how God commanded this.

Brothers and sisters, I think of the victims of the atrocities of war; the sufferings of migrants,
the hidden pain of those who are living alone and in poverty; those who are crushed by the
burdens of life; those who have no more tears to shed, those who have no voice. And I think
too of how often, behind fine words and attractive promises, people are exploited, or nothing
is done to prevent that from happening. It is a grave sin to exploit the vulnerable, a grave sin
that corrodes fraternity and devastates society. As disciples of Jesus, we desire to bring to the
world a different type of leaven, that of the Gospel. To put God in first place and, together with
him, those whom he especially loves: the poor and the weak.

This, brothers and sisters, is the Church we are called to “dream’: a Church that is the servant
of all, the servant of the least of our brothers and sisters. A Church that never demands an
attestation of “good behaviour,” but welcomes, serves, loves and forgives. A Church with open
doors that is a haven of mercy. “The merciful man”, said John Chrysostom, “is as a harbour to
those who are in need; and the harbour receives all who are escaping shipwreck, and frees them
from danger, whether they be evil or good; whatsoever kind of men they be that are in peril, it
receives them into its shelter. You also, when you see a man suffering shipwreck on land
through poverty, do not sit in judgment on him, nor require explanations, but relieve his
distress.” (In pauperem Lazarum, 11, 5).

Brothers and sisters, the General Assembly of the Synod has now concluded. In this
“conversation of the Spirit,” we have experienced the loving presence of the Lord and
discovered the beauty of fraternity. We have listened to one another and above all, in the rich
variety of our backgrounds and concerns, we have listened to the Holy Spirit. Today we do not
see the full fruit of this process, but with farsightedness we look to the horizon opening up
before us. The Lord will guide us and help us to be a more synodal and missionary Church, a
Church that adores God and serves the women and men of our time, going forth to bring to
everyone the consoling joy of the Gospel.

Brothers and sisters, I thank you for all that you have done during the Synod and for all you
continue to do. Thank you for the journey we have made together, for your listening and your
dialogue. In expressing my gratitude, I would also like to offer a prayer for all of us: may we
grow in our worship of God and in our service to our neighbour. To adore and to serve. May
the Lord accompany us. Let us go forward with joy!
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OLQP CAMILLERI HALL | SATURDAY 18
198 OLD PROSPECT ROAD: : NOVEMBER 2023
GREYSTANES 2145: : 8AM - 2PM
COME & ENJOY THE ANNUAL é:R:AFT MARKET GREYSTANES

INCLUDING:
Devonshire Tea / Sausage Sizzle
Super Raffle
FIND THE PERFECT GIFT & BAG A BARGAIN ON:
Arts & Crafts / Jewellery
Children’s & Baby ‘s clothes
Christmas Decorations
Embroided ltems / Quilts
S 2 Paper Tole / Bags
A s , Candles / Edible Treats

And so much more!

Proudly supporting

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK HeartKids
facebook.com/CraftMarketGreystanes




