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HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS OUR FIRST LOVE

15 October 2017

The parable we have just heard describes the Kingdom of God as a wedding feast (cf. Mt 22:1-
14). We are the guests, because the Lord wants “to celebrate the wedding” with us. The
wedding inaugurates a lifelong fellowship, the communion God wants to enjoy with all of us.
It is above all the relationship of a beloved bride with her bridegroom. In other words, the
Lord wants us, he goes out to seek us and he invites us. For him, it is not enough that we
should do our duty and obey his laws. He desires a true communion of life with us, a
relationship based on dialogue, trust and forgiveness.

Such is the Christian life, a love story with God. The Lord freely takes the initiative and no
one can claim to be the only one invited. No one has a better seat than anyone else, for all
enjoy God’s favour. The Christian life is always born and reborn of this tender, special and
privileged love. We can ask ourselves if at least once a day we tell the Lord that we love him;
if we remember, among everything else we say, to tell him daily, “Lord, I love you; you are
my life”. Because once love is lost, the Christian life becomes empty. It becomes a body
without a soul, an impossible ethic, a collection of rules and laws to obey for no good reason.
The God of life, however, awaits a response of life. The Lord of love awaits a response of
love. We are the beloved, the guests at the wedding, and our life is a gift, because every day
is a wonderful opportunity to respond to God’s invitation.

The Gospel warns us that the invitation can be refused. Many of the invited guests said no,
because they were caught up in their own affairs. “They made light of it and went off, one to
his farm, another to his business” (Mt 22:5). Each was concerned with his own affairs; this is
the key to understanding why they refused the invitation. The guests did not think that the
wedding feast would be dreary or boring; they simply “made light of it”. They were caught up
in their own affairs. They were more interested in having something rather than in risking
something, as love demands. This is how love grows cold, not out of malice but out of a
preference for what is our own: our security, our self-affirmation, our comfort... We settle into
the easy chair of profits, pleasures, or a hobby that brings us some happiness. And we end up
aging badly and quickly, because we grow old inside. When our hearts do not expand, they
become closed in on themselves. When everything depends on me — on what I like, on what
serves me best, on what I want — then I become harsh and unbending. I lash out at people for
no reason, like the guests in the Gospel, who treated shamefully and ultimately killed (cf. v.
6) those sent to deliver the invitation, simply because they were bothering them.

The Gospel asks us, then, where we stand: with ourselves or with God? Because God is the
opposite of selfishness, of self-absorption. The Gospel tells us that, even before constant
rejection and indifference on the part of those whom he invites, God does not cancel the
wedding feast. He does not give up, but continues to invite. When he hears a “no”, he does not
close the door, but broadens the invitation. In the face of wrongs, he responds with an even
greater love. When we are hurt by the unfair treatment
of others or their rejection, we frequently harbour grudges and resentment. God on the other
hand, while hurt by our “no”, tries again; he keeps doing good even for those who do evil.
Because this is what love does. Because this is the only way that evil is defeated. Today our
God, who never abandons hope, tells us to do what he does, to live in true love, to overcome
resignation and the whims of our peevish and lazy selves.

There is one last idea that the Gospel emphasizes: the mandatory garment of the invited guests.
It is not enough to respond just once to the invitation, simply to say “yes” and then do nothing
else. Day by day, we have to put on the wedding garment, the “habit” of practising love. We
cannot say, “Lord, Lord”, without experiencing and putting into practice God’s will (cf. Mt
7:21). We need to put on God’s love and to renew our choice for him daily. The canonized
Saints, and especially the many martyrs, point the way. They did not say a fleeting “yes” to
love; they said “yes” with their lives and to the very end. The robe they wore daily was the
love of Jesus, that “mad” love that loved us to the end and offered his forgiveness and his robe
to those who crucified him. At baptism we received a white robe, the wedding garment for
God. Let us ask him, through the intercession of the saints, our brothers and sisters, for the
grace to decide daily to put on this garment and to keep it spotless. How can we do this? Above
all, by approaching the Lord fearlessly in order to receive his forgiveness. This is the one step
that counts, for entering into the wedding hall to celebrate with him the feast of love.
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Entrance Antiphon:

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But with you is found forgiveness,

O God of Israel.

First Reading Isaiah 25:6-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The Lord will prepare a feast and will wipe away the
tears from every cheek.

On this mountain,

the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines,
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines.
On this mountain he will remove

the mourning veil covering all peoples,

and the shroud enwrapping all nations,

he will destroy Death for ever.

The Lord will wipe away

the tears from every cheek;

he will take away his people's shame
everywhere on earth,

for the Lord has said so.

That day, it will be said: See, this is our God
in whom we hoped for salvation;

the Lord is the one in whom we hoped.

We exult and we rejoice

that he has saved us;

for the hand of the Lord

rests on this mountain.

Responsorial Psalm

Response: | shall live in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life.
1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.)

3. You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading Philippians 4:12-14. 19-20

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
I am able to do all things in him who strengthens me.

| know how to be poor and | know how to be rich
too. | have been through my initiation and now | am
ready for anything anywhere: full stomach or empty
stomach, poverty or plenty. There is nothing | cannot
master with the help of the One who gives me
strength. All the same, it was good of you to share
with me in my hardships. In return my God will fulfil
all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God
can. Glory to God, our Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart

that we might see how great is the hope

to which we are called. Alleluial

Gospel Mt 22:1-14
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding.

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the
people: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He
sent his servants to call those who had been invited,
but they would not come. Next he sent some more
servants. “Tell those who have been invited” he said
“that | have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and
fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is
ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not
interested: one went off to his farm, another to his
business, and the rest seized his servants,
maltreated them and killed them. The king was
furious. He dispatched his troops, destroyed those
murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his
servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who
were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the
crossroads in the town and invite everyone you can
find to the wedding.” So these servants went out
onto the roads and collected together everyone they
could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall
was filled with guests. When the king came in to look
at the guests he noticed one man who was not
wearing a wedding garment, and said to him, “How
did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding
garment?” And the man was silent. Then the king
said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and
throw him out into the dark, where there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.’

Communion Antiphon
The rich suffer want and go hungry,
but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing.
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Then the king said to his servants: “The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited have proved
to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite to the wedding everyone you can find.”
So those servants went out onto the roads and collected together everyone they could find, bad and
good alike, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.

When the king came in to look at the guests, he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding
garment, and said to him: “How did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding garment?” And
the man was silent. Matthew 22: 1-14

Today’s gospel-reading gives us a puzzling

parable which, at one level, is an allegory of

' the boundless beneficence and magnanimity

| of a God who wants us all to enjoy the total

satisfaction of eternal life with one another

in heaven. The parable is supported by the

first reading from lsaiah who, to describe

heaven, used the image of a magnificent

banquet with an endless supply of the finest

food and wine. What strikes me as surprising is the deC|5|on by the important and well-to-do people

not only to decline God’s invitation but to brutalise and kill God’s servants (the long line of prophets,

the last of whom was Jesus himself) who brought the invitation. Jesus proceeded to point out that

God’s goodness was boundless to the extent that nobody was to be excluded and the invitation was

to be extended to everybody, to the good, the bad and the misfits alike. Then, comes the surprise; the

king (the God of extravagant kindness who welcomes everybody) ejects a guest who has no wedding

gown. How do we make sense of that? Did Jesus include that in his telling of the parable or is it an
addition from Matthew, the scribe?

All of us are gratified by the realisation that we are on God’s invitation list irrespective of our success
and failure. Decent people that we strive to be, we set our sights on doing our best to imitate Jesus
and reflect God’s love to our world. We all have taken seriously the urgings of teachers, preachers and
parents to dedicate our lives to making a difference. Our politicians repeatedly tell us that they are
intent on making a difference in our community. We have heard speakers at university and school
graduations urging our young people to focus on using their gifts and talents to make a difference.
That rhetoric is code for tackling some of the many class, social and gender inequalities that are
rampant in society. Today’s parable is the third one that Matthew has attributed to Jesus in the week
leading up to Jesus’ mistrial, torture and execution. All that might leave us wondering what kind of
difference Jesus made to his society. There were many who ignored or rejected him.

We have to remember that Matthew wrote his Gospel for a community that was just finding its way
and shaping its identity. Within the parable there seem to be veiled references to significant
happenings in Jewish history. The killing of servants by those who declined the invitation looks to be
a reference to how God’s prophets were ignored and mistreated by the Jewish people over centuries.
The reference to the punishment visited on those ungrateful and murderous invitees looks like a
reference to the destruction of the Temple in the year 70AD. The invitation to all the ordinary people
gathered from the town streets to come to the party is a clearer reference to the many gentiles who
were part of Matthew’s community. Interestingly, the Greek word that Matthew uses for
“gathered/gathering” is synegagon - suggesting that his community is the new synagogue whose
people were a mixture of both good and bad.

But we still have a puzzle with the eviction of the guest without a wedding garment. He was one of
those who had been rounded up to ensure there was a full complement of guests at the party. Does
his eviction suggest that this God of extravagance was a bit precious? To posit that would be a
contradiction of what the parable is all about. What then is the significance of a guest without a




wedding garment? Surely, those who were collected from the streets would have taken time to spruce
themselves up for such an important event. The one who didn’t do that was able to give the king
neither an excuse nor an explanation. He clearly did not appreciate the significance of the event which
he had gate-crashed. He turned up but apparently did not want to have anything to do with the king
and his son. He was given the same kind of treatment as the arrogant, up-market people who refused
the invitation in the first place. | suggest that Matthew included this part of the parable as a wake-up
call to his community, reminding them that their baptism, their inclusion in the community meant
serious commitment to following Jesus. They were not in the community simply to make up the
numbers. A robe or garment was associated with baptism in the infant Church. In the baptism ritual
or immediately after it, the newly baptised person was presented with a white robe, signifying the
new commitment he or she had just made. Baptism into Christ is a commitment to make a difference
to our world by reflecting something of the compassion, tolerance, acceptance, forgiveness and mercy
that Jesus Christ lived and proclaimed in his life. That’s the robe needed by Christians for making a
difference.

The great Indian leader Gandhi echoed that in an expression for which he is now lauded: “Be the
difference you want to see in the world!” The true meaning of baptism is really more than just making
a difference. It means opening ourselves to be made different by the mind and heart of Jesus Christ.
To what extent have | allowed Jesus and my relationship with him to make a difference in me? In
today’s second reading we hear Paul reminding the Christian community of Philippi that the
compassion and support they extended to him in his hardships were a clear indication that they wore
their baptism robes with authenticity.

The banquet to which we are invited now is the celebration of Eucharist. Aware that none of us
deserves the invitation, we proclaim our unworthiness. But the invitation is not withdrawn. That in
itself is a reminder to us to stop and ponder just how we welcome one another to Eucharist and to
reflect on who are the people we consciously or inadvertently exclude. Moreover, if participation in
the Eucharistic banquet is not something we relish, there’s something we are missing. Do we realise
its significance, what it really is all about?

| conclude with a story which | believe complements today’s parable. It was submitted in 2002 to the
magazine Spirituality and Health by Courtney Cowart, a researcher into the aftermath of the
destruction of the Twin Towers in New York. It is entitled “Voices from Ground Zero”. Below is an
extract from that article:

Researchers in New York are collecting the stories and memories of the brave men and women who
worked at ground zero to rescue and recover the victims. One such man was Joseph Bradley. Joe is a
crane operator who in his youth had helped to build the World Trade Center. When he heard of the
disaster, he went to his union and volunteered. They sent him to the site with a crane. No one in
particular was in charge, but then in his own words: “A fire chief said he’d like to clear a debris field
three feet deep with heavy iron on top...four or five ironworkers showed up and we went to work.
Like a miracle, 25 firefighters showed up. And so, they worked through the long and difficult day. “I
prayed for darkness because | couldn’t handle what | was seeing. After a long time of working, | was
sitting on the curb with my head in my hands. It was the middle of the night. That’s when the
Salvation Army kids and the Covenant House kids appeared in their sneakers with their pink hair and
belly buttons showing and bandanas tied around their faces. One little girl was pushing a shopping
cart full of eyewash through the muck. They came with water and cold towels and took my boots off
and put dry socks on my feet. And then, as | was walking back home, a bunch more of these kids, all
pierced and with multicoloured hair had made a little makeshift stage. And they started to cheer as
we came out, and suddenly, | realized it was for me. | never identified with these people before, but
| started crying and | cried for blocks...

| have been a construction worker all my life... | never knew anything about Episcopalians or
Presbyterians or gays or people with nuts and bolts through their cheeks or pink hair, but now |
know them all. We're not the heroes - they are the heroes. They’ve cried and prayed for me out
loud. I never thought I'd have family like this one.”




Prayer Requests
r !

Recently Deceased: Ellen Lidhelter, Eileen McMullen,
Judy Taylor

Please remember in your prayers
the relatives and friends of our
Parish Communities for whom
prayers have been requested:

Anniversary: Bryan Chester, John May, Jill Pope,
Stephen Ford, Elizabeth Andrews, Patricia Ryall

Remembrance: Warren Prins, Justin Prins

Our sick relatives & friends

Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner,
Judy Taylor, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Benett Perera,
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba OKki,
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams,
Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia
Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael
Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses,
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all
who are ill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

[uheiic ~ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes
_"\/({ place in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each

‘}"-(: Friday morning prior to the 9.30am Parish

S Mass. Adoration commences at 8.50am.

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?

If you are Coeliac or Gluten-intolerant we

have low gluten (negligible) hosts to enable

P you to receive the Body of Christ in

Communion. Please speak to Father or the

;/‘ Acolyte before Mass and go to the priest
celebrating Mass to receive Communion.

F

PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.
For EFT to the First Collection — for support of priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection
— for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhambhills

Keeping You Connected

The following link will take you to the live-streaming of
the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on 14th
October 2023, "The Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary
Time" ... https://youtube.com/live/FzzxkAfOPks The
Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these links, from
6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration.

IChiIdren’s Liturgy — Recommencing next Weekend
Children’s Liturgy of the Word at
9.30am Mass. This Liturgy is
designed for children of school
age and is held during 9.30am
Mass each Sunday during school
terms. The children listen to the
Word of God at their own level and
participate in activities focusing on the message of the
Gospel.

We only have a very small team and would love some
help!

Can you give a hand?

Janina Starkey generously co-ordinates the Children’s
Liturgy Team at OLOL would love some helpers for this

important ministry.
v -

RCIA is more than a
rogram of instruction.
s a process of conversion.

ion of Adults

A life changing opportunity for those
considering becoming a Catholic Christian.
The journey begins on 29th October 2023
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.
If you or anyone you know is interested
please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385
or Brad 0418 619 510 by 25 October 2023.

Monica & Brad

It begins with an awareness...or stirring
in one’s heart for something more.
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.
Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,
and justice within the community of the Catholic Church.
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DIOCESAN SYNOD

With our first-ever Diocesan Synod taking place on
Friday 13thto Sunday 15t October, regular updates on
this historic event will be provided throughout the
assembly days on our Diocese of Parramatta
Facebook and Instagram pages and on Catholic
Outlook.

We invite all members of our faith community to attend
both the opening Mass on Friday evening at 7pm and
the closing Mass on Sunday evening at 6pm, both held
at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. These Masses will
be livestreamed on the Diocese of

Parramatta’s YouTube channel.

Ministry of Communion to Sick & Dying Workshop:
215t October

On Saturday 215t October, the MET Worship team will
be offering an ongoing formation session for Ministry of
Communion to the Sick and Dying.

Date: Saturday 215t October
Time: 9:30am until 2pm
Venue: Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown.

Morning tea and lunch will be provided.

We have limited spaces available so please RSVP to
Mary by 16t October at mary.gale@parracatholic.org or
0460 037 795.

Diocese of Parramatta Wedding Anniversary Mass:

Children’s Rosary Movement

A group of children and their
parents meet each Monday at
3.30pm in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church during school terms to
continue the practice of praying

S 2 the Rosary. As the children and
thelr parents gather, they focus on the intentions
of their families and the wider Parish community
praying this beautiful prayer for the intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, at Our Lady of Lourdes.

Place your Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving to
Our Lady in the Petition Box located at the back of
the church. Enquiries: Anitamolina@hotmail.com

Table Talk with People Seeking Asylum
Join us for an evening of gathering together as a
community in conversation with people seeking
asylum. We will hear from people with lived
experience, reflect on our own values and see how

we can be part of a positive change.

Venue: Cloister Hall, St Patrick’s Cathedral EI ‘“., oA
Date: Wednesday 8t November S :
Time: 7.00pm —9.00pm

The event has free entry, with online bookil IUEI
the QR code above. There will be refreshments
available and parking will be available onsite.

=

29t October

The annual Diocese of Parramatta Wedding Anniversary
Mass will be held on Sunday 29 October at 11am at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop Vincent will
celebrate Solemn Mass, followed by a light lunch at the
Cathedral Hall. All couples celebrating a significant
wedding anniversary will receive a certificate from
Bishop Vincent. Please register your name, years of
marriage and numbers attending at
marriage@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 8838 3460 by
20 October. Family and friends are welcome.

PUBLIC LECTURE

THURSDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2023
- 7:30PM

Will our faith have children? Reflections
on the health and dynamism of global Catholicism
after the October Synod on Synodality.

OUR LADY OF MERCY COLLEGE
2-6 VICTORIA RD, PARRAMATTA

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
27t Sunday in Saturday . . .
Ordinary Time 14t October Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan Robert Muscat Peter Watkins
Janina Starkey,
15t October ;gnodaan: Anthony Pope | John O’Grady Frangee Ampil Kaar;llgzll arkey
287 Sunday in P EEReTS TN Sgtyrday John Vassett Nathan Colaco Paul Lewis Maureen Steele
Ordinary Time Vigil, 6pm
Sunday . . . . Kay Bull
22" Octob g
ctober 9.30am lan Starkey Mariah Di Mauro | Nicole Christoy Louise Ryall
29" Sunday in Saturday . . .
Ordinary Time 28t October Vigil, 6pm Roland Barros | Madeline Leslie Jane Wilks Robert Muscat
Sunday . . . . Louise Ryall,
1
29th October 9.30am Anthony Pope! | Michael Guillema | Marietta Guillema Janina Starkey
Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement orsenda " Z %o 0 @mall ®o the team if you
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance



https://www.facebook.com/parracatholic/
https://www.instagram.com/parracatholic/
http://www.catholicoutlook.org/
http://www.catholicoutlook.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdiTSWpofqEepP7es4-MhgA
mailto:Mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org

E Diocese of Parramatta Notices
< — 4
~

DIOCESE of
I’ARRAMA'I"I"A

125th Anniversary Cathedral Organ Concert:
12 November

St Patrick's Cathedral Organists, Choir and Guest
Performers will present an array of performances
at a Gala Concert to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of St Patrick's Cathedral Organ. The
Concert will be held on Sunday 12 November from
3pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. Tickets can be
purchased via this link
https://www.trybooking.com/CLUFN or at the
door. For more information, contact
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

Peace, Justice and Ecology Season of Creation
Weekly Zoom

Join Peace, Justice & Ecology for an hour on
Thursdays during Season of Creation as we ponder,
discuss, and pray through Pope Francis’ call to World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation Message from
Pope Francis. For more information, please email
met@parracactholic.org.au.

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-

person, virtual appointments

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted in person with
Zoom and telephone interviews available for
those unable to attend the office. Please contact
the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or

email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

IMarriage Preparation Courses in 2023

Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked
via the website. For more information, email
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

Glenbrook Parish Biblical and Theological Lecture
Series: 24 October

St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, invites you to the next
session of their Biblical and Theological Lecture
Series on Tuesday 24 October from 7.30pm at the
parish hall, 52 Levy Street, Glenbrook. Dr Debra
Snoddy, lecturer in Biblical Studies at the Catholic
Institute of Sydney, will be presenting on women in
the bible. Cost of entry is a donation. To RSVP,
please contact secretary@stfinbars.org.au

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances
communication and involves shared
responsibility.
If you are:

X Preparing for marriage

X Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding

x Looking for an effective, natural option

and wanting to cease contraception

X Peri menopausal
Then NFP is for you!
For more information or to book an appointment,
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org

Volunteer for the House of Welcome

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.

Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to
the experiences of others?,
The Mission Enhancement Team’s Soul Food
Podcast features life & faith stories of people from
our diocesan family. Listen now for FREE via our
website or on

Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/

Positions Vacant:

x Communications Manager — Diocese of
Parramatta — Applications close 10pm on
Wednesday 1 November 2023.

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment
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RCIA is more than a
brogram of instruction.

A life changing opportunity for those
considering becoming a Catholic Christian.
| The journey begins on 29th October 2023
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.
If you or anyone you know is interested
please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385
or Brad 0418 619 510 by 25 October 2023.

Monica & Brad

It begins with an awareness...or stirring
in one’s heart for something more.
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.
Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,
and justice within the community of the Catholic Church.
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JOIN US FOR A NATION-WIDE ROSARY CHAIN!

George Suttor Reserve

W H E R E o Old Northern Road
oo

next door to Hills Bowling Club)

; Saturday 14th October
W H E N o @ 10.30am

FOR MORE INFORMATION, - CONTACT:

Name: John Vassett

Contact Details: 0410139 759

Coordinated nationally by Australian TFP Inc.
and its AUSTRALIA NEEDS FATIMA Campaign

T: (02) 9715 2324 | E: PublicRosary@Fatima.orgau | W: fatima.org.au/public-rosary
F: http://www.facebook.com/AustraliaNeedsFatima




