
 

YEAR A       TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  1ST OCTOBER 2023
 
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Thurs   No Mass at OLOL 
Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

HOMILY OF POPE BENEDICT XVI (EXCERPT)   25 September 2011 
                    THE THIRD SON 
In the Gospel, Jesus…recounts the parable of the two sons invited by their father to work 
in the vineyard. The first son responded: “‘I will not go’, but afterward he repented and 
went.” The other son said to the father: “‘I go, sir,’ but did not go.” When asked by Jesus 
which of the two sons did the father’s will, those listening rightly respond: “the first” 
(Mt 21:29-31). The message of the parable is clear: it is not words that matter, but deeds, 
deeds of conversion and faith. As we heard, Jesus directs this message to the chief 
priests and elders of the people of Israel, that is, to the religious experts of his people. 
At first they say “yes” to God’s will, but their piety becomes routine and God no longer 
matters to them. For this reason they find the message of John the Baptist and the 
message of Jesus disturbing. The Lord concludes his parable with harsh words: “Truly, 
the tax collectors and the harlots go into the Kingdom of God before you. For John came 
to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the harlots believed him, and even when you saw it, you did not afterward repent 
and believe him” (Mt 21:32). Translated into the language of the present day, this 
statement might sound something like this: agnostics, who are constantly exercised by 
the question of God, those who long for a pure heart but suffer on account of their sin, 
are closer to the Kingdom of God than believers whose life of faith is “routine” and who 
regard the Church merely as an institution, without letting it touch their hearts, or letting 
the faith touch their hearts.  

These words should make all of us stop and reflect, in fact they should disturb us. 
However, this is by no means to suggest that everyone who lives in the Church and works 
for her should be considered far from Jesus and the Kingdom of God. Absolutely not! On 
the contrary, this is a time to offer a word of profound gratitude to the many co-workers, 
employees and volunteers, without whom life in the parishes and in the entire Church 
would be hard to imagine... In the first place, such service requires objective and 
professional expertise. But in the spirit of Jesus’ teaching something more is needed – 
an open heart that allows itself to be touched by the love of Christ, and thus gives to our 
neighbour, who needs us, something more than a technical service: it gives love, in 
which the other person is able to see Christ, the loving God. So let us ask ourselves, in 
the light of today’s Gospel, how is my personal relationship with God: in prayer, in 
participation at Sunday Mass, in exploring my faith through meditation on sacred 
Scripture and study of the Catechism of the Catholic Church?  

The Gospel for this Sunday, as we saw, speaks of two sons, but behind them, in a 
mysterious way, is a third son. The first son says “no,” but does the father’s will. The 
second son says “yes,” but does not do what he was asked. The third son both says “yes” 
and does what he was asked. This third son is the Only begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
who has gathered us all here. Jesus, on entering the world, said: “Lo, I have come to do 
thy will, O God” (Heb 10:7). He not only said “yes”, he acted on that “yes”, and he 
suffered it, even to death on the Cross. As the Christological hymn in the second reading 
says: “Though he was in the form of God, [Jesus] did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even death on a Cross” (Phil. 2: 6-8). In humility and obedience, 
Jesus fulfilled the will of the Father and by dying on the Cross for his brothers and sisters, 
for us, he saved us from our pride and obstinacy. Let us thank him for his sacrifice, let us 
bend our knees before his name and proclaim together with the disciples of the first 
generation: “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2:11).  
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26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   
All that you have done to us, O Lord, 
you have done with true judgement, 
for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your commandments. 
But give glory to your name 
and deal with us according to the bounty of your 
mercy. 

First Reading  Ezekiel 18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness 
deserves to live.  

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: 
‘You object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, 
you House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what 
you do that is unjust? When the upright man 
renounces his integrity to commit sin and dies 
because of this, he dies because of the evil that he 
himself has committed. When the sinner renounces 
sin to become law-abiding and honest, he deserves to 
live. He has chosen to renounce all his previous sins; 
he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
1. Lord, make me know your ways.  

Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. (R.) 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 

3. The Lord is good and upright.  
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

Second Reading   Philippians 2:1-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can 
persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in 
common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be 
united in your convictions and united in your love, 
with a common purpose and a common mind. That 
is the one thing which would make me completely 
happy. There must be no competition among you, 
no conceit; but everybody is to be self-effacing. 
Always consider the other person to be better than 
yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests 

first but everybody thinks of other people’s interests 
instead. In your minds you must be the same as 
Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 21:25-32 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors and 
prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom of God. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 
people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. 
He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not 
go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. 
The man then went and said the same thing to the 
second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not 
go. Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ 
they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax 
collectors and prostitutes are making their way into 
the kingdom of God before you. For John came to 
you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not 
believe him, and yet the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused 
to think better of it and believe in him.’ 

Communion Antiphon 
Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, 
by which you have given me hope. 
This is my comfort when I am brought low. 

Daylight Saving Time 

Daylight saving in New South Wales begins at 
2.00 am this Sunday, 1st October.Don’t forget 

to move your clocks forward one hour. 



REFLECTION FOR TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

“If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or any 
tendencies and sympathy, then be united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose and a 
common mind. That is the one thing which would make me completely happy.”    Philippians 2: 1-11 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests and elders: “Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before 
you. When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes 
did.”             Matthew 21: 28=32 

I feel sure that many of us would have heard the story of an early primary-school little girl by the name of Anna, who, 
early one morning during the school holidays, settled down on the lounge-room floor with her crayons and a large sheet 
of white paper. In next to no time, she was concentrating on drawing a picture. When her older brother came into the 
room and saw what she was doing, he asked: “Anna, what’s that you’re doing?” With an air of confidence, Anna 
responded: “Well, I’m actually drawing a picture of God!” After only a moment’s pause, the young lad replied: “But, 
Anna, nobody knows what God looks like.” Without missing a beat, Anna responded with equal confidence: “They will 
when I’ve finished here!” 

While it’s true that most of us have not directed out attention to drawing a picture of God, it’s equally true that, when 
we take time to pray, we have in our minds something of a construct of the God to whom we have turned our attention. 
It’s not likely to be a pictorial construct, but rather some thoughts or images of how we envision love or mercy or 
compassion or forgiveness or other qualities we have come to attribute to God. Over time and from the exposure we 
have had to religious rituals, to praying prayers we have learned by heart, to looking at statues of Jesus and the saints, 
and singing hymns, we have distilled for ourselves an individual “theology” and an approach to God with which we have 
become comfortable. 

Today’s second reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians gives us an insight into how Paul came to envisage God who, 
he explained, was reflected in the person of Jesus. We also know from our reading of Scripture that the author of John’s 
Gospel and the Letters of John came to envisage God in a slightly different way. For example, John stated without 
qualification: “God is love!” Moreover, he added: “And anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in her/him” 
(1 John 4: 16). 

Like young Anna drawing her picture of God, Paul and John have given us their word-pictures of God, drawn from their 
experience of how God was depicted in the Jewish scriptures and how they experienced Jesus personally or had Jesus 
described to them by those who had seen him in action during his public ministry. In the reading we hear from Philippians 
today, Paul proceeded to state that the extent of Jesus’ love for humanity was such that he relinquished the privileges 
that belong to divinity and, instead, became a slave even to the extent of dying on the Cross for all of humankind. 

During his lifetime, Jesus had stated that the distinguishing mark of those who would follow in his footsteps would be 
love. He had pointed out to those who came to him for guidance in life that the greatest commandment was to love God 
and to love others as oneself.  Paul had stated without hesitation to the Philippians and to everyone who would be a 
disciple of Jesus: “If you genuinely want to know what God looks like, all you need to do is look at Jesus who lived the 
great commandment to love as no other had lived it before or after him.” 

Christians through the centuries, while pointing to love as a priority, have struggled to live love in practice. Today’s 
gospel-reading built on the parable of the two sons demonstrates the frustration Jesus experienced in dealing with the 
chief priests and elders who failed to match their rhetoric with genuine love for the people to whom they claimed to 
reach out in love and compassion. So frustrated was he with them that he told them that the most notorious of sinners 
would be welcomed to the kingdom of God ahead of them. 

That same message is put to each of us, for we, too, struggle to reach out in love and compassion, especially to those 
closest to us. Moreover, that’s a challenge that has been directed to us repeatedly in the Gospels and in literature as 
well. We know from experience that the kind of love that Paul encourages us to integrate into our way of relating, when 
he urges us to “put on the mind of Christ Jesus”, involves setting aside self-interest, and putting first the needs of those 
with whom we live and work.  We all yearn for love but are slow to pay the “hard and dreadful cost” of putting others 
ahead of ourselves. We prefer to live with a sense of being entitled to respect, tolerance and deference from those 
around us. We know the invitation to serve rather than be served but we allow ego and self-importance to intrude. We 
can tell ourselves again and again that God loved us first by loving us into life and by sending Jesus to identify with us as 
our brother in the fullness of our humanity and by going ever farther in spending his life for us. We effectively 
acknowledge the love of God expressed to us in Jesus only by reaching out in love to all our brothers and sisters without 
stinting. The second brother in the parable of today’s gospel-reading baulked at that but even though he expressed his 
resistance, he experienced a metanoia and brought himself to pay the price of love in action. Today’s readings say to 
each of us: “Can you imitate that second son?” 



 

Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 

the relatives and friends of our 

Parish Communities for whom 

prayers have been requested: 

 

Recently Deceased:  Judy Taylor  

Anniversary: John May, Jill Pope, Bryan Chester 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner, 

Rod Johnson, Eileen McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett 

Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba 

Oki, David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams, 

Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia 

Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael 

Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, 

Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos 

Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, and all who are ill. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church each Friday morning prior to 

the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 

commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant 

we have low gluten (negligible) hosts 

to enable you to receive the Body of 

Christ in Communion. Please speak to 

Father or the Acolyte before Mass and go to the 

priest celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the 

proper recording for the second collection, please 

include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 

– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb

aulkhamhills 

The following link will take you to the live-streaming 

of the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church 30th 

September 2023, "The 26th  Sunday in Ordinary 

Time"  https://youtube.com/live/aBF3qsey0Ik 

The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these 

links, from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those 

who are unable to join us for our weekly Sunday 

celebration. 

Catholic Mission 
With Timor-Leste’s fragile 
infrastructure, reliance on 

local health practices, and 

limited access to medical 

care, many health conditions 

only worsen, and sadly can 

result in death. 

Please place any Catholic Mission envelopes on the 

collection plate as you take the opportunity to 

partner with Sr Carolina and the Salesian Sisters in 

Venilale, Timor-Leste, where your gift can help 

continue a life-saving program to help address this 

reality. 

You can also use the QR code on the envelope. 

  
  
  

  

 
 

Become a Catechist,  
A Special Religious Education teacher! 

  
What is an SRE or Catechist? 
  
Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as 
Catechists are parish volunteers who: 

• Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of 
their parish who attend government schools. 
• Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with 
young people. 
• Have an hour per week to prepare and share their 
time and talents with young people. 
• Are people who respond to the central mission of 
the Church to make Jesus known and loved. 

  
In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs 
(previously known as Catechists) go into 3 state 
primary schools, in school hours. New volunteer SREs 
will be given support, training, authorised teaching 
materials and will start as a classroom helper. 
  
To register your interest or make further enquiries visit 
or call Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email 
humeliving35@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

  Giselle Dave 
  Mikaela Garcia 
 Indigo Thompson 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 
Wednesday 20 September 
Memorial - Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong Ha-sang & 
 companions 
 
Thursday 21 September 
Feast - St Matthew 
 
Saturday 23 September 
Memorial - St Pius of Pietrelcina 

ORDINATION TO THE PRESBYTERATE:  
21 SEPTEMBER  
Bishop Vincent Long and the Diocese of 
Parramatta invite you to the Ordination to 
the Presbyterate of Tom Green on Thursday 

21 September at 7.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta. Please RSVP to 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org if you can attend. We hope 
you will be able to join us at this joyous event for our Diocese 
and our faith community.  

SCOUTS NSW 
Interested in Scouts?  
Now is the best time to join the worldwide Scout 
movement. For more than 100 years, Scouting 
has enabled young people to experience all 

kinds of adventure activities. We help kids and young adults 
push their personal boundaries while developing resilience, 
confidence and leadership. 
Open to girls and boys between ages 5-25 years. Interested in 
finding out more about Scouts? Young people can enjoy a trial 
at their local Scout Group - the process for getting involved is 
easy: 
1. Find the Group/s on our website and submit an inquiry 

https://nsw.scouts.com.au/ 
2. We will be in touch to organise your initial visit to the 

Group. 
3. Prior to your first visit, you will need to complete a 

Membership Application form. This gives Leaders 
important contact information for when the young people 
attend the Scout meeting. 

Meetings are held at your local Scout Hall during term time. 
We look forward to seeing you! 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/aBF3qsey0Ik
mailto:humeliving35@gmail.com
mailto:Humeliving35@gmail.com


PARISH NOTES -1 OCTOBER 2023 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

DAYLIGHT SAVING STARTS THIS WEEKEND 

This year, daylight saving commences at 2.00am on Sunday 1st October. Please turn your clocks 
forward one hour before you go to bed on Saturday. 

NO WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL TILL OCTOBER 11 

Fr Wim is currently on leave “Quo Vadis Domine” pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Rome on Tuesday 
5th September, returning in early October.  

There will be no Wednesday or Thursday Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes until October 11.  
Friday Mass & Adoration  and weekend Masses will continue as usual.  

During my time away, Fr Bob Anderson and Fr Philip Alesin will be helping out on Fridays and 
weekends respectively. 

SYNOD NOVENA – WEEK 8 REFECTION AND PRAYER 

This week – week 8 - the reflection and prayer follow these notices. The prayer will also be recited at 
all masses as a conclusion to the prayers of the faithful. 

MASS LINK FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and 
available on YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/live/aBF3qsey0Ik. Please copy the link into 
browser if it does not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page.  

HOLY HOUR – FRIDAY 6th OCTOBER 

7:30pm to 8:30pm – St Michael’s Church – come and pray, mediate and sing. 

CATECHISTS RECRUITMENT WEEKEND – 7th and 8th OCTOBER 
Thank you for those who offered their services for the Special Religious Education in our state schools 
– Baulkham Hills North, Bella Vista, Crestwood and Jasper Road. Please consider this, as we would like 
a few more. 

HSC MASSES 

This will take place at both churches over the weekend of 7th and 8th October. 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S 

Please continue to make donations towards this project. Details towards the end of this bulletin. 
Please advise transfer details (amount, name and date) to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so 
we can keep a record of donations. 

FR ZVONIMIR – BLEIBURG: Massacre of the Croatian people 1945 

This is the title of Fr Zvonimir’s latest book and covers the history of his beloved Croatia, focussing on 
the suffering of the Croatian people, and their neighbours at the end of the Second World War. He 
ends with a chapter on Reconciliation, Forgiveness and Peace. The book is priced at $50 and you can 
order directly from Fr Zvonimir via email zvonimir@john23rd.org.au and he will arrange delivery to 
you. Brochures are available at the back of the Church.  
 THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased: Judy Chie 
Anniversaries: Keith Gray, Josephine Govindammal, John Salloum, Shirley Simmons, Aileen Pankhurst 

Fr Wim/Fr Jessie 

https://youtube.com/live/aBF3qsey0Ik
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:zvonimir@john23rd.org.au


DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA SYNOD NOVENA 
WEEK 8 – Oct 1 
COMMUNION 

REFLECTION 
Communion ... This does not have to do with majorities or minorities; essentially, it is based on our 
relationship with Christ. We will never have an evangelical style in our respective settings unless we 
put Christ back in the centre, not this or that party opinion: Christ at the centre. Many of us work 
together, but what builds communion is also the ability to pray together, to listen together to God's 
word and to construct relationships that go beyond work and strengthen beneficial relations between 
us by helping one another. Otherwise, we risk being nothing more than strangers working in the same 
place, competitors looking to advance or, worse yet, forging relationships based on personal interests, 
forgetting the common cause that holds us together. This creates divisions, factions and enemies, 
whereas cooperation demands the magnanimity to accept our own partiality and to be open to 
working in a group, even with those who do not think as we do. In cooperation, people work together, 
not for some extraneous purpose, but because they have at heart the good of others and, 
consequently, of the entire People of God whom we are called to serve. Let us not forget the real 
faces of people. Let us not forget our roots and the concrete faces of those who were our first teachers 
in the faith. 
 
ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE ROMAN CURIA Benediction Hall Thursday, 23 
December 2021  
  
Pause for reflection 

PRAYER 
O God, who always walks with us on the journey of life, we call upon you to lead us forth united. Bless 
and guide our Diocesan Synod. Keep us anchored in your love. 

Open our hearts as we listen and discern. Reveal to us the way we are called to go out into the deep. 
Give us the courage to pursue the mission with bold humility. 

May we experience renewal in our local Church today, and for generations to come. We ask this prayer 
through Jesus Christ, who in the power of the Holy Spirit continues to guide your Church, to the 
fullness of your Kingdom now, and forever. Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us. 

 

 



 
1st Eucharist  

Congratulations to Ethan 
Fernandes who is joining us at the 
Table of the Lord for the first time 
this Sunday to receive his 1st 
Communion. 

Please keep Ethan in your prayers, along with the 
children of our Parish communities at Our Lady of 
Lourdes and St Michael’s,  who are preparing  to 
receive the Sacrament of 1st Eucharist in 
November. 

May God bless them and keep them in His loving 
care. 
Diocese of Parramatta Wedding Anniversary 

Mass: 29 October  
The annual Diocese of Parramatta 
Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 
held on Sunday 29 October at 11am 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta. Bishop Vincent will celebrate Solemn 
Mass, followed by a light lunch at the Cathedral Hall. 
All couples celebrating a significant wedding 
anniversary will receive a certificate from Bishop 
Vincent. Please register your name, years of 
marriage and numbers attending at 
marriage@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 8838 
3460 by 20th October. Family and friends are 
welcome.  
HSC MASSES 

Next weekend 7/8 October, we 
invite our 2023 HSC Students to 
join us at our Masses as we pray 
with you and for you,  asking God 
to watch over you and guide you 

as you prepare to sit you final exams. 
Please invite family and friends to join you and 
wear your Year 12 Jerseys as the Parish 
Communities offer our prayerful support and 
blessing at this time. 

1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Next Friday, 6th October we will 
celebrate Mass of Blessing of the 

Sick.  Everyone is welcomed to this 
Mass whether it is Spiritual, Mental 
or Physical strength that you seek.  

We commence with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 8.50am followed by Mass at 9.30am. 

You are invited to place the names of family & friends 
who are sick in a Box of Petition at the back of the 
church and Mass will offered for these intentions. 

REJOICE! 
Jesus Christ is found 

in the most unlikely places 
and wants to find you no matter 

who you are or what your situation is. 

Talks for Adults (Ages 13+) 
From September 18th 

Every Monday and Thursday 
@ 7.30pm. 

Come and listen to a word of hope 
that can help you find peace and joy in your heart, 

regardless of the events surrounding you every 
day. 

Life if beautiful and is worth living in fullness. 

Neo-Catechumenal Way 
1 Canyon Road Baulkham Hills 

Hall under the church 
If you require transport or babysitting 

Contact Lucas 0428 813 256

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 30th September 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Madeline Leslie Robert Muscat Nicole Whittaker 

 1st October 
Sunday 
9.30am Roland Barros Fernandes Family Fernandes Family Janina Starkey, 

Louise Ryall 

27th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

7th October Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm Roland Barros Peter Steele Maureen Steele Grace Yee 

 
8th October Sunday 

9.30am Ian Starkey Janina Starkey Chris Luther Louise Ryall, 
Madeleine Menasse 

28th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 14th October 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan  Robert Muscat Peter Watkins 

 15th October 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope John O’Grady Frangee Ampil Janina Starkey,  

Kay Bull 
Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you find 

you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 

Jesus Christ is found 
in the most unlikely places 
and wants to �ind you no matter 

who you are or what your situation is.

mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org


 
Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

 
  
 

Peace, Justice and Ecology Season of Creation 

Weekly Zoom  
Join Peace, Justice & Ecology for an hour on 
Thursdays during Season of Creation as we ponder, 
discuss, and pray through Pope Francis’ call to World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation Message from 
Pope Francis. For more information, please email 
met@parracactholic.org.au.  
   
Catholic Care Circle of Security Education 

Program:   Starts 11 October  

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains is running an online parenting series 
via Zoom for parents or caregivers of children 
from birth to 18 to make sense of what your child 
is really asking from you, and how to strengthen 
the parent-child relationship. The sessions will run 
each Wednesday from 10am to 12.30pm from 11 
October to 29 November. The cost is $105, with 
discount or free training offers available to eligible 
families. To register and for enquiries, please call 
(02) 8843 2500 or email 
enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au   

Catholic Care Keeping Kids in Mind Education 

Program:   Starts 16 October   

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains, in partnership with CatholicCare 
Broken Bay, CatholicCare Sydney and CatholicCare 
Wollongong, are running a five-week online 
program via Zoom on supporting children 
following family separation. The course begins 
with a pre-session on 16 October from 6pm to 
7pm, with a session each Monday from 6pm to 
8.45pm from 23 October to 20 November. The 
cost is $10 for workbooks and minimum postage 
fees. All participants must participate in a pre-
group interview. For enquiries, please contact (02) 
8843 2500 or email 
enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au  

Positions Vacant:    

• Prevention, Healing and Support Specialist – 
Diocese of Parramatta – Applications close 13 

October 2023   

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  

 

 
 

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-

person, virtual appointments    

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with 
Zoom and telephone interviews available for 
those unable to attend the office. Please contact 
the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.    

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023   

Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked 
via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Friday 6th & Sunday 8th October – Places available 
Friday 3rd & Sunday 5th November – Places available 
Friday 1st & Sunday 3rd December – Places available  

MET Natural Fertility: Instruction for Couples   

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is for couples 
wanting to achieve and avoid pregnancy. It is 
suitable for couples at all stages of life, enhances 
communication and involves shared 
responsibility.  
If you are: 

• Preparing for marriage  
• Expecting a baby soon or breastfeeding  
• Looking for an effective, natural option 

and wanting to cease contraception   
• Peri menopausal  

Then NFP is for you!  
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 or email 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org   

Volunteer for the House of Welcome  

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to 
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees 
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman 
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact 
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

mailto:met@parracactholic.org.au
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	1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick

