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24 September 2017 GOING OUT TO OTHERS
. 7

18211::;2111::111: g::ﬁfﬁ?m Hills it 7 - This passage of the Gospel, this
! b parable, makes us understand

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm, this: God goes out to find us.
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm Five times in this passage we
Weekday Masses speak of the exit: the exit of
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am God, the master of the house,
Saturday 9.00am who goes to fetch the workers
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ’ e " for his vineyard. And the dayis a
1 Canyon Rd, n ; e AET @S person's life, and God goes out
Baulkham Hills in the morning, mid-morning, noon, afternoon until evening, at five. He doesn't get
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm tired of going out. Our God never tires of going out to look for us, to show us that
Sunday 9.30am he loves us. "But, father, | am a sinner ...". And how many times do we stand in the
square like these [in the parable] who are there all day long; and being in the square

Weekday Masses is being in the world, being in sins, being ... "Come!" - “But it's late...” - “Come!”. For
Wed - Thurs No Mass at OLOL God it is never late. Never, never! This is the logic of his conversion. He goes out of
Friday 9.30am Himself to seek us, and so much has He left Himself that He sent His Son to look for
Adoration of Blessed Eucharist us. Our God always has his gaze on us.Lk 15:20). But why did she see him? Because
Friday 8.50am every day, and perhaps several times a day, she went up to the terrace to see if her
Prior to 9.30am Mass son came, if the son came back. This is the heart of our God: he is always waiting for
1% Friday of Month us. And when someone says: "l have found God", he is wrong. In the end, he found

you and took you with him. It is He who takes the first step. He never tires of going
out, going out ... He respects the freedom of every man but he is there, waiting for

Reconciliation - OLOL us to open the door for him a little.
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm

Mass of Blessing of the Sick

And this is the great thing about the Lord: he is humble. Our God is humble. He

Reconciliation - St Michael’s humbles himself by expecting us. He is always there, waiting.
Saturday 9.30-10.30am
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm We are all sinners and we all need an encounter with the Lord; of an encounter that

gives us strength to move forward, to be better, simply. But let's be careful. Because
He passes, He comes and it would be sad that He passes and we do not notice that
He is passing. And today we ask for grace: “Lord, may | be sure that You are waiting.
Yes, waiting for me, with my sins, with my defects, with my problems “. We all have

Baptism
By Appointment
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am

Our Lady of Lourdes Office them, all of them. But He is there: He is there, always. | believe the worst of sins is
not understanding that He is always there waiting for me, not having faith in this
Mon/Tues  1.30pm - 4.30pm love: distrust in God's love.

Wed - Fri  9.30am - 4.30pm

May the Lord grant you this grace on this joyful
Parish Priest

day for you. Me too, everyone. The grace of

Fr Wim Hoekstra being sure that He is always at the door, waiting

Assistant Priest: for me to open a little bit to enter. And do not

Fr Jessie Balorio be afraid: when the prodigal son met his father,

D . the father came down from the terrace and
eacons:

went to meet his son. That old man was in a
hurry, and the Gospel says that when the son
Parish Secretary began to speak: "Father, | have sinned ...", he
Louise Ryall did not let him speak; he embraced him, kissed
him (cf. Lk 15: 20-21). This is what awaits us if we open the door a little bit: the
embrace of the Father.

Rev. Roque Dias

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School
Principal
Mr. Steven Haskins
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25™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Entrance Antiphon:

| am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
| will hear them, and | will be their Lord for ever.

First Reading Isaiah 55:6-9

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
My thoughts are not your thoughts.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.

Let the wicked man abandon his way,

the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on
him, to our God who is rich in forgiving;
for my thoughts are not your thoughts,

my ways not your ways — it is the Lord who
speaks.

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,

my thoughts above your thoughts.

Responsorial Psalm

Response: The Lord is near to all who call him.

1. [ will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever.
the Lord is great, highly to be praised,
his greatness cannot be measured. (R.)

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

3. The Lord is justin all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts. (R.)

Second Reading Phil 1:20-24. 27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians

For me to live is Christ.

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my
life or by my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ,
but then death would bring me something more;
but then again, if living in this body means doing
work which is having good results — | do not know
what | should choose. | am caught in this dilemma:
| want to be gone and be with Christ, which would
be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in
this body is a more urgent need for your sake.

Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be
unworthy of the gospel of Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 18:21-35
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Why are you jealous because | am generous?

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven
is like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire
workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement
with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent
them to his vineyard. Going out at about the third
hour he saw others standing idle in the market
place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too
and | will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At
about the sixth hour and again at about the ninth
hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about
the eleventh hour he went out and found more
men standing round, and he said to them, “Why
have you been standing here idle all day?”
“Because no one has hired us” they answered. He
said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the
evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff,
“Call the workers and pay them their wages,
starting with the last arrivals and ending with the
first.” So those who were hired at about the
eleventh hour came forward and received one
denarius each. When the first came, they expected
to get more, but they too received one denarius
each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner.
“The men who came last” they said “have done
only one hour, and you have treated them the
same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s
work in all the heat.” He answered one of them
and said, “My friend, | am not being unjust to you;
did we not agree on one denarius? Take your
earnings and go. | choose to pay the last-comer as
much as | pay you. Have I no right to do what | like
with my own? Why be envious because | am
generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first,
last.’

Communion Antiphon
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully
kept; may my ways be firm in keeping your

statutes.
%

™
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Can you also give a hand
in your local Vineyard?



REFLECTION FOR TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO

“Let the wicked abandon their way of life, and the evil their way of thinking. Let them
come back to God, who is merciful and lavish with forgiveness. ‘I don’t think the way
you think. The way you work isn’t the way I work - it is God who speaks.””
Isaiah 55: 6-9
“The men who came last”, the
disgruntled workers said, “have
done only one hour, and you have
treated them the same as us,
though we have done a heavy day’s
work in all the heat.” The
landowner answered them: “My
friend, I'm not being unjust to you;
did we not agree on one
denarius?. . . Why be envious
because I am generous?
Matthew 20: 1-16

In today’s first reading, Isaiah reminds us that God’s way of thinking and acting is very different
from the way in which we think and act. That makes the first reading a very appropriate
introduction to today’s gospel parable in which we are told of a landowner whose generosity
seems utterly illogical. In telling the parable, Jesus used the landowner to represent God. Yet, in
reality, even if in theory we believe that God thinks and acts very differently from the way we do,
[ suspect that we expect God to somehow be an extension of us human beings, to behave in the
way in which we want God to behave.

[ am not for one moment suggesting that we start praying differently. We surely need to pray like
the human beings we are. Nor do [ want to suggest that, in our prayer, we might look at ways of
outsmarting God. What I am saying is that, when God does not deliver on our requests exactly as
we would like, we allow God to be God.

With these thoughts, we might be able to venture into a close exploration of today’s gospel-
reading. Matthew introduced this reading by announcing that Jesus was about to tell a parable
about the kingdom of heaven or the reign of God. At the outset, we have to remind ourselves that
all reigns and kingdoms involve power, authority and politics. Power, authority and politics are
forces that still operate in the Christian community to which we now refer as the “people of God”.
They have to be used with sensitivity and justice.

Today’s parable is a puzzling one simply because it raises questions about fairness in the world
of employment and labour markets. If a modern-day landowner were to behave like the
landowner in the parable modern-day union leaders would launch into litigation without
hesitation. For as long as paid employment and the hiring of day-labourers have been in practice,
people have been taught to engage in competition with fellow workers in order to win
employment and promotion. Moreover, in the arena of religion, generation after generation has
somehow subscribed to the belief that God’s favour is meant to be earned by one’s personal effort.

It's important also for us to note, in this context, that the Jewish people firmly believed that, when
the Messiah finally arrived, their nation would become renowned for its adherence to and
promotion of justice. The Jewish word shalom embodied the notions of justice, peace, holiness,
welcome and courageous support of community. The Jews believed that the advent of the Messiah
among them would lead to their becoming not only a model of justice but the envy of and
inspiration to neighbouring peoples.




This parable, however, with its extravagant depiction of the boundlessness of God’s beneficence
and love would have sent shockwaves through Jesus’ audience because of the perceptions of
unfairness which it evoked. It is a parable that has also troubled Christians for no other reason
than the fact that Christianity has inherited its understanding and practice of justice from
Judaism. The way in which the landowner in the parable remunerated all the workers he hired
without considering the hours they had invested in their labour raises questions about both
justice and mercy.

Let’s for a moment consider how we would like God to treat us at the wash-up at the end of our
lives. Would I prefer God to treat me with mercy or justice. Without hesitation, I would opt for
God’s mercy for me and God’s justice for everybody else. On reflection, I think that reflex option
comes from the reality that [ and nearly all of my sisters and brothers in the Christian community
have learned to compete with those around me in almost everything I do.. Yet, in this parable,
Jesus taught that there is no place and no need for anyone to compete in order to win God’s favour.
God’s love is for all - free, gratis and without cost.

If we want to examine this parable through the prism of logic or sound strategy, we could reason
that the landowner might have saved himself a whole heap of criticism and ill-feeling had he
decided to put at the top of the wages-line the labourers who had worked all day long in the heat.
He could then have paid them first and sent them on their way. But Jesus was/is not about keeping
up appearances. Moreover, if the landowner in the parable had behaved like that, Jesus would not
have had a parable that would shake-up his listeners.

This landowner was so intent on hiring day-labourers that the amount of work they did seemed
to be almost irrelevant. He was intent on making sure that needy men would be able to keep
themselves and their families fed and watered. Social justice was clearly high on his list of
priorities.

This parable sits comfortably beside all of Jesus’ other far-fetched parables - the Prodigal Son, the
unforgiving servant, the lost sheep, the lost coin, the Good Samaritan. They all reveal to us a God
who regards us as priceless, despite our history of infidelity and failure. No first-century
millionaire would have cancelled an unpayable debt any more than Mastercard, these days, would
waive a debt of thousands of dollars on our credit card. No sensible housewife would turn her
house upside down searching for a ten-cent coin. No sheep farmer would put ninety-nine sheep
at the risk of being ripped to pieces by wolves as he went looking for one stray. No normal father
would throw a welcome-home party for a son who had abandoned and disgraced him without at
least putting the lad on probation. No workers who had laboured all day in the heat would feel
that they hadn’t been cheated when those who had started an hour before knock-off time received
the same pay. No Samaritan would go to the aid of a bashed and robbed Jew who, like all his
countrymen, treated Samaritans like dirt. These are all parables that point to a God of boundless
love and mercy who brushes aside all the expectations we want to attribute to God without so
much as a second thought. If we could only admit our difficulty in imagining that the God who
loved us into life could love us as these parables demonstrate, then we might hear Isaiah from the
sidelines congratulating us with: “Yes, you're right! God really does think and act differently from
the way you expect.”




Prayer Requests
r :

Anniversary: Lawrence Boffa , Mario Serracino-
Inglott, Moira Devine, James Fillery, Tommaso
Bombardieri

Please remember in your prayers
the relatives and friends of our
Parish Communities for whom
prayers have been requested:

Our sick relatives & friends

Frankie Fernandez (child) Leonie Turner, Judy Taylor, Rod
Johnson, Eileen McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett Perera,
Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother), Melba Oki,
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams,
Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia
Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael
Dawborne, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses,
Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos
Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, and all who are ill.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
,A((' takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
‘)“& Church each Friday morning prior to
i the 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration
Adoration commences at 8.50am.

Fucharistic

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we have
|3 low gluten (negligible) hosts to

y enable you to receive the Body of

=2 Christ in Communion. Please speak
‘y . to Father or the Acolyte before
,/‘ Mass and go to the priest

celebrating Mass to
Communion.

receive

PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection — for support of priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection
— for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950
Account No
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

000000214

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhambhills

Keeping You Connected

The following link will take you to the live-streaming of
the Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on 23rd
September 2023, "The Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time" ... https://youtube.com/live/GbexeOtyjew

The Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these links,
from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those who are
unable to join us for our weekly Sunday celebration.

With Timor-Leste’s fragile
infrastructure, reliance on
local health practices, and
limited access to medical
care, many health conditions
only worsen, and sadly can
result in death.

This weekend Catholic Mission offers you the
opportunity to partner with Sr Carolina and the
Salesian Sisters in Venilale, Timor-Leste, where your
gift can help continue a life-saving program to help
address this reality.

You can also use the QR code on the envelope.

catholic
2 MISSION  cathobemission.or g-2u/timor

Explore The Ministry of Special Religious
Education By Walking The Journey as a
Catechist

Become a Catechist,
A Special Religious Education teacher!

What is an SRE or Catechist?

Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as
Catechists are parish volunteers who:
e Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of
their parish who attend government schools.
¢ Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with
young people.
e Have an hour per week to prepare and share their
time and talents with young people.
e Are people who respond to the central mission of
the Church to make Jesus known and loved.

In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs
(previously known as Catechists) go into 3 state
primary schools, in school hours. New volunteer SREs
will be given support, training, authorised teaching
materials and will start as a classroom helper.

To register your interest or make further enquiries visit
or call Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email
humeliving35@gmail.com

becoming a_~~

UGt wWwWIIlIdG
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1st Eucharist — OLOL & St Michael's
Please remember in your prayers
v the 200 children of our Parish
communities, and their families,
who are commencing their
preparation to receive the
Sacrament of 15t Eucharist.

“Thank You”
Y s
% mue

1\
\ﬂ =i to enhance God’s house. They are

7 very much appreciated.
If you have flowers in your gardens at this time, you are

very welcome to leave them behind the Altar in some '
water and they will be used by the groups who so
generously prepare the flowers for our church each

week.

We Need Your Help

| US4 ¢,

Many of our helpers and volunteers have worked

tirelessly over many years and are now getting a little '
tired. OQuor Lady of Lourdes community is in |
desperate need of asssitance with preparing the |
flowers in our church each weekend. This is a flexible -

task and you do not need to be a florist to help.We
work on a roster-system so you would only need to
help about once every 8 weeks, even less if we can

encourage a larger group of helpers. Perhaps you can

| get a small group of your friends together (male or
female) to be included on the new roster which is to
be prepared ready for the new year.

We need more workers in the Lord’s vineyard!
Can you lend a hand ?

Please speak to Rose in the Piety Stall at Mass or email
Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au if you are able to
assist.

Thank you to the kind parishioners
who have been bringing their
beautiful orchids to the the church |

St Vincent de Paul Society

jw& works
Social Justice Issues
We invite you to pray the following prayer for God’s
guidance and support in the following Social Justice
issue currently being pursued by St Vincent de Paul
Society.

Homelessness Prayer

Dear Lord

There are so many out there with no place to call
home and little to eat. You know where each of
them is. In the name of Jesus we ask you to keep our
brothers and sisters from physical and emotional
harm and fill their hearts with hope as they walk
their difficult paths.

Holy Spirit we ask that you open avenues for each
one of us to assist them towards a place of peace
and security.

We pray from Psalm 82:4 - Rescue the weak and
homeless from the powerful hands of heartless
people.

Amen

REJOICE!
Jesus Christ is found
in the most unlikely places
and wants to find you no matter
who you are or what your situation is.
Talks for Adults (Ages 13+)
From September 18t"
Every Monday and Thursday
@ 7.30pm.

Come and listen to a word of hopethat can help
you find peace and joy in your heart, regardless of
the events surrounding you every day.

Life if beautiful and is worth living in fullness.
Neo-Catechumenal Way
1 Canyon Road Baulkham Hills
Hall under the church
If you require transport or babysitting
Contact Lucas 0428 813 256

Celebration

25t Sunday in
Ordinary Time

26t Sunday in
Ordinary Time

27" Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
Saturday . .

237 September Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Peter Watkins Zelda Booth Robert Muscat
Sunday Kay Bull,

24% September | g 30am lan Starkey Angela Ryall Bernard Ryall Anne Mitchell
Saturday . . . .

30t September Vigil, 6pm John Vassett Madeline Leslie Robert Muscat Nicole Whittaker
Sund Janina Starke

1t October 9u3n0aar:/] ¢ Volunteer Michael Guillema | Marietta Guillema Louise Ryall v

7th October \S/?;:r(:;?,&r/n Roland Barros | Peter Steele Maureen Steele Grace Yee
Sunday . . Louise Ryall,

lan Starke Janina Starke Chris Luther .
8" October 9.30am y ¥ Madeleine Menassse

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance
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‘a Diocese of Parramatta Notices
< — 4
~

DIOCESE of
PARRAMATTA

Peace, Justice and Ecology Season of Creation
Weekly Zoom

Join Peace, Justice & Ecology for an hour on
Thursdays during Season of Creation as we ponder,
discuss, and pray through Pope Francis’ call to World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation Message from
Pope Francis. For more information, please email

met@parracactholic.org.au.
Blacktown Parish Golf Day 2023:

29 September

The parish community of Mary, Queen of the Family
Parish, Blacktown, is inviting golfers to join their
Parish Golf Day, which will take place on Friday 29
September from 7am at Stonecutter Ridge Golf
Course - 86 Stonecutters Drive Colebee NSW 2761. All
funds raised at this event will go towards the repair of
our church roof at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. For
further information and/or to register to participate,
please click onto the following website:
https://www.mqofblacktown.org/golfday20230r
contact the parish office: (02) 9622 1125
or admin@magofblacktown.org.au

Diocese of Parramatta Wedding Anniversary
Mass: 29 October

The annual Diocese of Parramatta Wedding
Anniversary Mass will be held on Sunday 29
October at 1lam at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta. Bishop Vincent will celebrate Solemn
Mass, followed by a light lunch at the Cathedral
Hall. All couples celebrating a significant wedding
anniversary will receive a certificate from Bishop
Vincent. Please register your name, years of
marriage and numbers attending at
marriage@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 8838
3460 by 20 October. Family and friends are
welcome.

person, telephone and Zoom appointments

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted in person with
Zoom and telephone appointments available in
certain circumstances. Please contact the Tribunal

office on (02) 8838 3480 or
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-

person, virtual appointments

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese
of Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm for enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted in person with
Zoom and telephone interviews available for
those unable to attend the office. Please contact
the Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or

email tribunal@parracatholic.org.

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023

Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked
via the website. For more information, email
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

Friday 6t & Sunday 8t October
Friday 3" & Sunday 5t November
Friday 15t & Sunday 3" December

MET Natural Fertility Creighton Model System

Information Session: 21 October

Are you looking for help to track your fertility cycle?
Come and explore a Natural, Effective, Healthy and
Scientific approach to achieve/space/avoid
pregnancy or monitor a women's health. Engaged
and married couples, single women and those
wanting to know more about their menstrual cycles
are welcome to attend. If you'd like to learn the
Creighton Model FertilityCare System, this free
session (valued at $125) and gives you all the
information you need to be ready for Session 2. To
register and receive your Zoom link or for more
information, contact 0400 427 605 or

catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org

Volunteer for the House of Welcome

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION

Today, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on The passion for evangelization:
the apostolic zeal of the believer, Saint Daniel Comboni, apostole for Africa and a
prophet of mission

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Along the course of catechesis on the passion for
evangelization, that is, apostolic zeal, let us spend some
time today on the witness of Saint Daniel Comboni. He was
an apostle who was filled with zeal for Africa. He wrote of
these peoples: “they have taken possession of my heart
that lives for them alone” (Writings, 941). “I shall die with
Africa on my lips” (Writings, 1441). That’s beautiful, isn’t
it? And he wrote this to them: “the happiest of my days
will be when I may give my life for you” (Writings, 3159).
This is the expression of someone who is in love with God
and with the brothers and sisters he was serving in
mission, whom he never tired of reminding that “Jesus
Christ suffered and died for them as well” (Writings, 2499;
4801).

He affirmed this in a context characterized by the horror of slavery, of which he was a
witness. Slavery “objectifies” the human being, whose value is reduced to being useful to
someone or something. But Jesus, God made man, elevated the dignity of every human
being and exposed the falsity of every slavery. In the light of Christ, Comboni became
aware of the evil of slavery. Moreover, he understood that social slavery is rooted in an
even deeper slavery, that of the heart, that of sin, from which the Lord frees us. As
Christians, therefore, we are called to fight every form of slavery. Unfortunately, however,
slavery, like colonialism, is not something from the past, unfortunately. In the Africa that
Comboni loved so much, which is today torn by so many conflicts, “political exploitation
gave way to an ‘economic colonialism’ that was equally enslaving. (...) This is a tragedy to
which the economically more advanced world often closes its eyes, ears and mouth”. |
therefore renew my appeal: “Stop choking Africa: it is not a mine to be stripped or a
terrain to be plundered” (Meeting with Authorities, Kinshasa, 31 January 2023).

And going back to the life of Saint Daniel. After the first period spent in Africa, he had to
leave the mission due to health reasons. Too many missionaries had died after
contracting malaria, complicated by insufficient awareness of the local situation. Though
others abandoned Africa, Comboni did not do so. After a period of discernment, he felt
the Lord was inspiring him along a new path of evangelization, which he summed up in
these words: “Save Africa with Africa” (Writings, 2741s). This was a powerful insight,
devoid of colonialism. It was a powerful insight that helped renew his missionary
outreach: the people who had been evangelized were not only “objects”, but “subjects” of
mission. And Saint Daniel Comboni wanted every Christian to participte in the
evangelizing enterprise. With this spirit, he integrated his thoughts and actions, involving
the local clergy and promoting the lay service of catechist. Catechists are a treasure in the
Church. Catechists are those who bring evangelization forward. He also conceived of
human development in this way, cultivating the arts and professions, fostering the role of
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the family and of women in the transformation of culture and society. And how important
it is, even today, to make the faith and human development progress within the context
of mission, rather than transplant external models or limit them to sterile welfarism!
Neither external models nor welfarism. To take the path of evangelization from the
culture, from the people’s culture. To evangelize the culture and to inculturate the Gospel
go together.

Comboni’s great missionary passion, however, was not primarily the fruit of human
endeavor. He was not driven by his own courage or motivated solely by important values
such as freedom, justice and peace. His zeal came from the joy of the Gospel, drawn from
Christ’s love which then led to love of Christ! Saint Daniel wrote, “Such an arduous and
laborious mission as ours cannot be glossed over, lived by crooked-necked people filled
with egoism and with themselves, who do not care for their health and the conversion of
souls as they should”. This is the tragedy of clericalism which leads Christians, laity
included, to clericalize themselves and to transform themselves - as it says here - into
people with crooked necks filled with egoism. This is the plague of clericalism. And he
added, “It is necessary to inflame them with charity that has its source from God and the
love of Christ; when one truly loves Christ, then privations, sufferings and martyrdom
become sweet” (Writings, 6656). He desired to see ardent, joyful, dedicated missionaries,
“holy and capable” missionaries, he wrote, “first of all saints, that is, completely free from
sin and offence to God and humble. But this is not enough: we need charity that enables
our subjects” (Writings, 6655). For Comboni, the source of missionary ability, therefore,
is charity, in particular, the zeal by which he made the sufferings of others his own.

In addition, his passion for evangelization never led him to act as a soloist, but always in
communion, in the Church. “I have but one life to offer for the salvation of those souls: I
wish I had a thousand to be consumed for this end” (Writings, 2271).

Brothers and sisters, Saint Daniel testifies to the love of the Good Shepherd who goes in
search of the one who is lost and gives his life for the flock. His zeal was energetic and
prophetic in being opposed to indifference and exclusion. In his letters, he earnestly
called out his beloved Church who had forgotten Africa for too long. Comboni’s dream is
that of a Church who makes common cause with those who are crucified in history, so as
to experience the resurrection with them. At this moment, I would like to offer all of you
a suggestion. Think of those who are crucified in today’s history: men, women, children,
the elderly, all those who are crucified by the history of injustice and domination. Let us
think of them and let us pray for them. His witness seems to want to repeat to all of us,
men and women of the Church: “Do not forget the poor - love them - for Jesus crucified
is present in them, waiting to rise again”. Let us not forget the poor. Before coming here,
I had a meeting with Brazilian legislators who are working for the poor, who try to
promote the poor through assistance and social justice. And they do not forget the poor -
they work for the poor. To all of you, I say: do not forget the poor, because they will be
the ones who will open the door of Heaven for you. Thank you.

. Daniel

Comboni

The Feast of St Daniel Comboni is celebrated on 10th October
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He is the Patron Saint of Missionaries
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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

REFLECTION

Humility is the ability to know how to “inhabit” our humanity, this humanity beloved

and blessed by the Lord, and to do so without despair but with realism, joy and hope.
Humility means recognising that we should not be ashamed of our frailty. Jesus teaches
us to look upon our poverty with the same love and tenderness with which we look
upon a little child, vulnerable and in need of everything. Lacking humility, we will look
for things that can reassure us, and perhaps find them, but we will surely not find what
saves us, what can heal us. Seeking those kinds of reassurance is the most perverse
fruit of spiritual worldliness, for it reveals a lack of faith, hope and love; it leads to an
inability to discern the truth of things...... All of us are called to humility, because all of
us are called to remember and to give life. We are called to find a right relationship with
our roots and our branches. Without those two things, we become sick, destined to
disappear. Jesus, who came into the world by the path of humility, has opened a way for
us; he indicates a way and shows us a goal.

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE ROMAN CURIA Benediction Hall Thursday, 23 December 2021

(pause for a moment of silent reflection)

PRAYER

O God, who always walks with us on the journey of life, we call upon you to lead us
forth united. Bless and guide our Diocesan Synod. Keep us anchored in your love.
Open our hearts as we listen and discern. Reveal to us the way we are called to go out
into the deep. Give us the courage to pursue the mission with bold humility.

May we experience renewal in our local Church today, and for generations to come.
We ask this prayer through Jesus Christ, who in the power of the Holy Spirit continues
to guide your Church, to the fullness of your Kingdom now, and forever.

Amen.

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us.



A PRAYER IN
TIMES OF DISASTER

God with us in light and darkest days —

We pray for all impacted by earthquake, flood or other disaster:
survivors, displaced people, loved ones, lost ones.

Where there's life, let there be rescue.
Where there's need, let there be care.
Where there's loss, let there be consolation.

We pray for all on the ground, responding with urgency:
emergency workers, medics, people donating food and blood.

Where there's fear, let there be hope.
Where there's confusion, let there be clarity.
Where there's weariness, let there be rest.

As we pray for people directly affected, we pray also for ourselves:
aware, far-off, watching on.

Where there's compassion, let there be action.
Where there's love, let there be solidarity.
Where there's concern, let there be generosity.

God with us in light and darkest days -
hear our prayer.

Amen.

by Dr Rebekah Pryor/Caritas Australia, September 2023
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Engaging Your Faith
SATHONS | UBVIRTY Online Series

COLLEGE

Choose from 14 sessions in October and November 2023

Engaging Your Faith is a series of short, online Cost
presentations that invite participants to reflect on what it

- $25 ion: f le NOT
means to be people of faith in the contemporary world. $25 per session: for people

seeking teaching accreditation

Experienced lecturers from Catholic Theological College + $40 per session: for teachers
present on a variety of topics such as Philosophy, seeking accreditation

Spirituality, Biblical Studies, Christian Meditation, Theology,

Interfaith Relations, and issues in Science and Religion. See the next page for the list of topics

and presenters.

These sessions are eligible for maintaining accreditation for teaching in Catholic schools in all Victorian
and Queensland dioceses. In other dioceses, teachers should check with their education office.

Visit our website for a full description of the sessions and to register.

Email Vi Panganiban for further information
+61 3 9412 3333 | 278 Victoria Parade East Melbourne | ctc.edu.au

CRICOS: 01037A
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WE WILL BE HAVING OUR FIRST

St 12023 | $bin.
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY

8 Diana Avenue Kellywlle NSW 2155

presided by:
FR. LEONIDES MATEO & FR. JOHN PAUL ESCARLAN
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