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Parish Information THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

St Michael’s Church Reflection by Pope Francis 26 July 2020

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills This Sunday’s Gospel Reading (cf. Mt 13:44-52) consists of the final verses of the chapter
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Kingdom are those who are willing to stake everything, who are courageous. Indeed,
both the man and the merchant in the two parables sell everything they have, thus
renouncing their material security. From this it can be understood that the building of
the Kingdom requires not only the grace of God, but also the active willingness of
humanity. Everything is done by grace, everything! We need only have the willingness
to receive it, not to resist grace: grace does everything but it takes ‘my’ responsibility,
‘my’ willingness.

The gestures of that man and the merchant who go searching, depriving themselves of
their goods in order to buy more precious treasures, are decisive gestures; they are
radical gestures; | would say that they are only ‘one way’ gestures, not a ‘round trip’:
they are ‘one way’ gestures. Moreover, they are made with joy because both of them
have found a treasure. We are called upon to assume the attitude of these two Gospel
figures, so that we too may become healthily restless seekers of the Kingdom of Heaven.
It is a matter of abandoning the heavy burden of our worldly certainties that prevent us
from seeking and building up the Kingdom: the desire for possession, the thirst for profit
and power, and thinking only about ourselves.

In our times, as we are all aware, the lives of some people can end up mediocre and dull
because they probably do not go in search of a true treasure: they are content with
attractive but fleeting things, glittering flashes that prove illusory as they give way to
darkness. Instead the light of the Kingdom is not like fireworks, it is light: fireworks last
only an instant, whereas the light of the Kingdom accompanies us all our life.

The Kingdom of Heaven is the opposite of the superfluous things that the world offers;
it is the opposite of a dull life: it is a treasure that renews life every day and leads it to
expand towards wider horizons. Indeed, those who have found this treasure have a
creative and inquisitive heart, which does not repeat but rather invents, tracing and
setting out on new paths which lead us to love God, to love others, and to truly love
ourselves. The sign of those who walk this path of the Kingdom is creativity, always
seeking more. And creativity is what takes life and gives life, and gives, and gives, and
gives... It always looks for many different ways to give life.

Jesus, who is the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value, cannot but inspire joy, all
the joy of the world: the joy of discovering a meaning for one’s life, the joy of feeling
committed to the adventure of holiness.

May the Blessed Virgin help us to search every day for the treasure of the Kingdom of
Heaven, so that the love God has given us through Jesus may be manifested in our words
and gestures.
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http://www.ololbhs.org.au/

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Entrance Antiphon:

God isin his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people.

First Reading 1Kings 3:5.7,36

A reading from the first book of the Kings
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said,
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.” Solomon
replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant
king in succession to David my father. But | am a very
young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds
himself in the midst of this people of yours that you
have chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to
understand how to discern between good and evil, for
who could govern this people of yours that is so
great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have
asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord
said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches
or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for a
discerning judgement for yourself, here and now | do
what you ask. | give you a heart wise and shrewd as
none before you has had and none will have after

’

you.
Responsorial Psalm

Response: Lord, | love your commands.
1. My part, | have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold.

2. Letyour love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and | shall live
for your law is my delight.

3. Thatis why | love your commands
more than finest gold.
That is why | rule my life by your precepts:
| hate false ways.

4.  Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore | obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple.

Second Reading Rom 8:28-30

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
He predestined us to become true images of his Son.

We know that by turning everything to their good God
co-operates with all those who love him, with all those
that he has called according to his purpose. They are
the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to
become true images of his Son, so that his Son might
be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he
intended for this; those he called he justified, and with
those he justified he shared his glory.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
kingdom. Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 13:44-52
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he
hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns
and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value
he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heavenis like a dragnet cast into
the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full,
the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they
collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those
that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time:
the angels will appear and separate the wicked from
the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.” And he
said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a
disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder
who brings out from his storeroom things both new
and old.’

Communion Antiphon

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits

Mass of Blessing of the Sick
~Friday, 4th August

f We will celebrate our Mass of Blessing of
the Sick. Everyone is welcomed to this Mass
whether it is Spiritual, Mental or Physical strength that
you seek. We commence with Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament at 8.50am followed by Mass at 9.30am.

Aid to the Church in Need — Catholic Mission

This weekend we welcome to our parish community,
Kylie Cullen who will speak to us about the work of Aid
to the Church in Need. Aid to the Church in Need
exists to support suffering, oppressed and persecuted
Christians. In fact, they are the only International
Catholic Charity dedicated to this mission. Kylie will
speak during Mass and share more about their work
and the testimonies of those have been helped.




REFLECTION FOR SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field...The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for
fine pearls...The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast
into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds...Have you
understood all this? They said: ‘Yes.””

Matthew 13: 44-46

Nobody knows who exactly was the person who compiled and
presented what we now label as The Gospel of Matthew. What we do know from Scripture
scholars is that Matthew’s Gospel relies heavily on The Gospel of Mark. For the sake of
convenience, we refer to the author of most of the gospel-readings of this year as Matthew,
who was apparently the leader of an emerging group of “Jewish Christians”. They were Jews
who were faithful to synagogue worship and Jewish cultural practice but who also accepted
Jesus as the Messiah and the message he lived and proclaimed. That meant that they were
not high on the popularity list with the traditional Jews of their day.

For the last three weeks, we have heard seven parables in succession about what Matthew
called “the kingdom of heaven”. Mark, in his Gospel called it the “Kingdom of God”. Being a
Jewish teacher from a traditional background and steeped in the Law and the Prophets,
Matthew was hesitant to refer to God by name. So, he substituted “heaven’ for “God”. Having
described how Jesus had presented seven parables in quick succession, explaining some to
his disciples, Matthew concluded with a humorous comment about the slow-wittedness of
those disciples. He had Jesus put to them the question: “Have you understood all this?” Their
response was an unhesitating “Yes!” That same question is put to you and me. If | were to
proffer a “Yes”, | would have to plead guilty to fudging. But we also know that Jesus’ disciples
demonstrated that they were slow on the uptake whenever Jesus tried to explain anything to
them.

Matthew concluded this thirteenth chapter of his Gospel with a snippet of self- revelation:
“Well then”, he said to them, “every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven
is like a householder who brings out of his storeroom things both new and old.” In attributing
this comment to Jesus, Matthew was also indirectly identifying himself as the scribe who had
compiled this whole Gospel. Matthew was, in fact, a man whose professional expertise was
that of a scribe - a man with a knowledge of the Law and the Prophets but one who was also
committed to proclaiming that Jesus had ushered in a new way of living that called for a
complete change of mind and heart, a way of living in accord with the values of God, a way of
living neatly summarised by the caption “the kingdom of God” or “the kingdom of heaven”.
Matthew had given a prelude to that as early as chapter four in his Gospel where he described
Jesus, after emerging from his wilderness experience, as launching into the public forum and
preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand” (Matthew 4: 17). He was
piggy-backing on the work of the Baptist, who had already called people to repentance,
conversion of heart, metanoia (turning one’s life upside down): “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3: 2).

Jesus’ entire mission was about opening the minds and hearts of people to the realisation
that God is present in the here and now, in everyone we encounter, in all our interpersonal
engagements, in the created world, in everything we experience, even in the challenges that




life serves up to us. We don’t have to do anything to make God present. All we need do is to
be present to God present in everyone and everything we encounter. By doing that, we learn
to live and practice mercy, kindness, compassion, tolerance, encouragement, all the values of
God.

Parables are not the stuff of textbooks; they don’t contribute to our store of knowledge. They
are teaching tools used by Jesus, and by other teachers, to get us to ponder and explore the
experiences of our lives. Aesop, for example, centuries later created fables to help us to do
something similar. Were we, for instance, to stumble on something unexpectedly that we
quickly realised was a treasure that would really transform our lives, why wouldn’t we sell all
we have to get it? The kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God has the status of treasure. Our
faith in Jesus is a treasure we have to share, a treasure we have to nourish our lives and the
lives of others. It is not the religious knowledge we accumulated over years of catholic-school
education. Through his Gospel, Matthew sensitised his community to the message that Jesus
proclaimed: that God was present to them and working in their lives through their everyday
experiences. That’s the stuff of faith! From his storehouse he also shaped reminders for them
that God had already worked in the lives of their ancestors through national experiences like
their being freed from slavery in Egypt and their decades of wandering in the desert. God was
present in those experiences, too.

Today’s other readings from Wisdom and Romans echo the message from the gospel-reading.
We learn from the first reading that the wisdom that was synonymous with the name
Solomon had its source in God and was used by Solomon for the benefit of the people he was
privileged to lead. It had a truly social dimension which was appreciated by the man whom
God had entrusted with it: “Here | am among the people you (God) have chosen to be your

own, a people who are so many that they cannot be counted” (1 Kings 3: 8). Were we to
realise that the faith with which we have been blessed is shared by countless Christians the
world over, we would be slow to judge others or to be intent on wanting to sort the “weeds”
from the “wheat”.

Then, in today’s second reading from Romans, Paul reminds us of God, ever present to us in
all our experiences: “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God” (Romans 8: 28). When we allow our lives to be turned upside down by the values of the
kingdom of God, we become a power for good in the lives of those among whom we live and
work. The consequence of that is that we, in turn, grow and flourish.

Matthew brought out of his storehouse of experience things old and new. | suspect that some
of the comments about the final judgement which he attributes to Jesus belong more to
Matthew, the traditional scribe. Jesus’ understanding of God’s compassionate way of dealing
with people in their human frailty was so prominent in his teaching, preaching and healing
that he had little interest in threatening anyone with everlasting hell-fire and punishment.
There are some things in a scribe’s storehouse that are better discarded than stored.




Prayer Requests

e

Please remember in your prayers the
relatives and friends of our Parish
Communities for whom prayers have
been requested:

Recently Deceased: Michael McCarron, Danilo A. Dupaya
Anniversaries: Patricia Greenhalgh

Our sick relatives & friends

Rod Johnson, Eileen McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett
Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki,
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter
Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello,
Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne,
Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba
Beani, Edward Beani, and all who are ill or struggling as a
result of the Coronavirus throughout the world.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Bucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
") takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
)\ = . . .
‘%‘( Church each Friday morning prior to
! the 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration
commences at 8.50am.

I/ -
,'\( orabion

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant
we have low gluten (negligible) hosts to

a2 enable you to receive the Body of Christ
‘y o in Communion. Please speak to Father
/'y

| &

or the Acolyte before Mass and go to
the priest celebrating Mass to receive
Communion.

-

PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection — for support of priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishba
ulkhambhills

Keeping You Connected

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of
Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes:

29th July 2023, "The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time" ... https://youtube.com/live/yx3WK5sahBY

The 6.00pm Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these
links, from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those
who are unable to join us for our weekly Sunday
celebration.

Children’s Liturgy News... THIS SUNDAY
q We have had many enquiries about
Children’s Liturgy and we are now
\5‘ ready to begin our Children’s Liturgy
of the Word again at 9.30am Mass
each Sunday. We need some helpers.
This Liturgy is designed for children of school age and
is held during 9.30am Mass each Sunday during school
terms. The children listen to the Word of God at their
own level and participate in activities focusing on the
message of the Gospel.
Janina Starkey generously co-ordinates the Children’s
Liturgy Team at OLOL and will happily assist you as you
become more confident in the role. If you would like to
assist please speak with Janina after Mass and place
your name and contact details on the sheets at the back
of the church.

..-\ll

9F Sacrament of Reconciliation

We ask that you offer your prayerful support to our@
young families as they prepare to receive First '

Reconciliation - this most beautiful Sacrament of
loving mercy and forgiveness.

Music Ministry 9, 30am iass

Are you interested in joining a group of singers and
instrumentalists who enjoy playing and singing?
e Do you enjoy singing?
e Do you enjoy playing an mstrument?
e Areyouyoung?
e Arevyouold? '; YT
e Areyou in between?
e Then thisis for YOU !!!

-

e Contact: Deb debboffa@hotmail.com

SYNOD 2023

“Behold, | am doing a new thing”

Isaiah 43:19

Your stories matter!
Send your submissions to the first Diocesan
Synod before 31 July
Apply to be a member or make a submission
before 31 July:
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/
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PARISH NOTES 28 JULY 2023

Dear Parishioners,

PROJECT 24 — RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S

As we consider this project, we hope that many of our
more senior parishioners will tell some wonderful
stories about the old St Michael’s Church which was in
use until 1980. Please take time to write these stories
for our parish archives.

We would also like to thank those who have donated towards the appeal. As of Friday
morning, our total stands at $10,184.50.

Donations may be made via EFT to the following:
BSB 067950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name St Michael’s Reno

Please advise transfer details (amount, name and date) to
admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au so we can keep a record of donations.

Thank you so much to all who are making this possible.
Fr Wim
FR JESSIE ON LEAVE AND NO WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL FROM JULY 19

Fr Jessie is on leave till Sunday 25 August. As a result, there will be no Wednesday or Thursday
Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Church until further notice. Friday and weekend Masses will
continue as usual.

This weekend we once again welcome Monsignor Ron McFarlane who will celebrate the two
Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes and Fr Kevin Walsh who will celebrate the Sunday night Mass.

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION AND HOLY HOUR - 4" August @ 7.30pm

The Parish has commenced a regular Holy Hour on the First Friday of each month, from
7.30pm to 8.30pm at St Michael’s. The hour will involve reflections, prayers, songs and
conclude with Benediction at 8.30pm. All are welcome to come this First Friday of August, the
4th at 7.30pm.

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS

Applications close Monday, 31 July, if you wish to be considered as a Synod Member. Criteria
for possible membership and registration form are on the Diocese of Parramatta website, viz.
synod2023 membership - Diocese of Parramatta (parracatholic.org)

You also have until Monday evening_to provide your own input or submission to the Synod,
individually or as a group, via the link https://parracatholic.org/synod getinvolved/
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THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION PROGRAM

The Parish program for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation has started with over
250 children and their families taking part. Please pray for all these children and their parents.

MASS LINK FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time —Year A
and available on YOUTUBE after that https://youtube.com/live/yx3WK5sahBY. Please copy
the link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available
for viewing afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

FOLLOW OUR WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMAGE FROM HOME!

170 young people from Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains (Including parishioners Sean
Turner and Nisarg Prasad) are now enjoying their World Youth Day trip for an experience of
a lifetime. This week they’ve been to Paris and Lourdes; Avila, Loyola and Santiago di
Compostela and Fatima lie ahead, before the WYD in Lisbon. You are invited to follow along
from home. We will be posting videos, photos and articles throughout the trip, so you can see
and hear what our pilgrims are experiencing.

Sign up today by visiting catholicoutlook.info/WYD23News.
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW - PART 3

With no audiences being held at the Vatican during July, we’ve started with an Introduction
to the Gospel of Matthew, taken from the United States Catholic Bishops’ website.

Last week’s topic dealt with a general introduction and structure of Matthew’s Gospel. The
text can be found via this link on the Parish website - Bulletin Archive for 20230714 and
scroll.

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE - have you registered yet?

Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on Monday 4" September at the Bede
Heather Centre, Marion St, Blacktown.

We would like you to take on the ministry of reader, extraordinary minister of holy
Communion, or ministry at the altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, and this is the link for
the registration form. This formation course for you and all ministries are open to both
women and men.

Copies of the registration form are also available in the foyer.
We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both Churches.
MET WORSHIP RCIA TEAMS FORMATION SEMINARS: BEGINNING 3 AUGUST

MET Worship’s Formation Seminar for RCIA Teams will be commencing on Thursday 3
August throughout August from 7pm to 9pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown.
New topics will be covered each week throughout the Seminar including Using Rituals,
Mystagogia and more! To RSVP and to learn more about the seminar topics, please contact
mary.gale@parracatholic.org or call 0460 037 795.
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MET MARRIAGE RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSION: 25 AUGUST

The Diocese of Parramatta aims to offer the Retrouvaille program for couples who are
having difficulties in their marriage. We are looking for married couples who are committed
to helping others heal their marriage relationships. You will be trained to facilitate this
program. An information evening will be held on 25 August at 7.30pm at the Bishop Bede
Heather Centre, Blacktown. Contact Karin on (02) 8838 3460 or register at
marriage@parracatholic.org

DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s
Cathedral with the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 September at
9:30am — 2pm at the Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as the IFM).

Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those who have reached the age of 16
years and have received both the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to
receive the Confirmation. If you would like more information, please contact the Office for
Worship on 0460 037 795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.

THE DECEASED

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for:
Recently deceased: Cecilia Cramer, Morna Faehrmann

Anniversaries: Maria Stagnitta, Norma McGettigan, Margaret Flood, Jacob Lukose, Devassy

Pallipptt, Michael Hitti, Youssef Alam

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the proper recording for the second
collection, please include your envelope number if you have one.
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265

Account Name Diocesan Clergy

Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for support of the Parish,
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills



http://marriage@parracatholic.org/
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

ARISE WOMEN RETREAT — ST FINBAR

. . .- ) I
CATHOLIC PARISH, GLENBROOK Liturgical Ministry 2023 - WE NEED YOU!

Women today have never had so Are you interested in Parish Ministry ???
much freedom, independence and
opportunity; however, they have The following courses are once again offered by
never felt so alone and dissatisfied. the Parramatta Office for Worship, for
We live in a busy, loud, and ever-changing world where so Formation in Liturgical Ministry.

many voices are competing for our attention. The loudest
voices are the ones that are telling us we are not good
enough, we don’t measure up, we’re too much. These

Each component is completed over two
Monday nights from 7.00pm to 9.00pm

voices are so loud that we often can’t hear the only voice Bede Heather Centre

that really matters. That small, still voice that calls us by . ’

our name, the voice that calls us BELOVED. 4 1-5 Marion St, Blacktown.

So in response to this | have created a beautiful day of Your formation begins with 1 week —

reflection, inspiration and encounter with the lover of our

) ) - ) Introductory Session on 4" September. On
soul- Jesus Christ at this year's Women’s Retreat

themed ARISE- Talitha Koum- Little girl | say ARISE. comPI.etlon of thls mtroijCtory week, the
The Arise Retreat is a place where every woman can come participant continues with the two-week
to know their fundamental identity as a beloved daughter course of choice outlined below:

of God who truly sees them, knows them and loves them. " . .
There is something for everyone; from Holy Mass, 11% September Ministry of the Word — Session 1

meditation, talks, praise and worship, confession, creative 18™ September Ministry of the Word — Session 2
expression, accompaniment, spiritual direction and
healing Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction.

It will run from 8:30 am- 8:30 pm on 16th September at
St Finbar's Parish, Glenbrook. All meals are included. 23" October Communion of the Sick & Dying*
For booking:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1078404

9t October Extraordinary Minister of Communion
16™ October Extraordinary Minister of Communion

30t October Ministers at the Altar**
6t November Ministers at the Altar**

We would really love to see some fresh faces
involved in our ministries.

Weekday Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes

PLEASE NOTE: While Father Jessie is on leave there will
be no Masses celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes Church

of our Diocesan Synod )
on Wednesday and Thursday mornings.

Event: 12-15 October

Applications close July 31 ADORATION AND MASS WILL CONTINUE TO
, BE CELEBRATED AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES
For details and to apply:
www.parracatholic.org/synod2023 CHURCH EACH FRIDAY.
Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
th H
LY -SundaY o 20th Jyl S:'ﬂthrday John Vassett Lourdes Subijano | Zelda Booth Nicole Whittaker
Ordinary Time y Vigil, 6pm
th sunday Anthony Pope | Michael Guillema | Marietta Guillema Marlene Murrow
30" July | 9.30am yrop Madeleine Menasse
Z;i;‘:c'f:r':t'on 5th August \S/?;;:'r(é?xn Roland Barros Madeline Leslie Jane Wilks Grace Yee
Sunday . . Kay Bull
6t August 9.30am lan Starkey Janina Starkey Frangee Ampil Louise Ryall
19t Sunday in Saturday . . . .
Ordinary Time 12t August Vigil, 6pm John Cavaleri Jane Wilks Peter Watkins Sonia Tannous
Sunday Janina Starkey
13% August | g 30am Anthony Pope | Angela Ryall Bernard Ryall Marlene Murrow

Members of the Ministry Team — Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time. Many thanks for your assistance



https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1078404
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW - PART 3

To view the whole article, click on this link https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/0

Books 4 and 5

In the narrative that constitutes the first part of the fourth book of the
gospel (Mt 13:54-17:27), Jesus is shown preparing for the
establishment of his church with its teaching authority that will
supplant the blind guidance of the Pharisees (Mt 15:13-14), whose
teaching, curiously said to be that of the Sadducees also, is repudiated
by Jesus as the norm for his disciples (Mt 16:6, 11-12). The church of
Jesus will be built on Peter (Mt 16:18), who will be given authority to
bind and loose on earth, an authority whose exercise will be confirmed
in heaven (Mt 16:19). The metaphor of binding and loosing has a
variety of meanings, among them that of giving authoritative teaching.

/ This promise is made to Peter directly after he has confessed Jesus to
be the Me55|ah the Son of the living God (Mt 16:16), a confession that he has made as the result of
revelation given to him by the heavenly Father (Mt 16:17); Matthew’s ecclesiology is based on his high
Christology.

Directly after that confession Jesus begins to instruct his disciples about how he must go the way of
suffering and death (Mt 16:21). Peter, who has been praised for his confession, protests against this
and receives from Jesus the sharpest of rebukes for attempting to deflect Jesus from his God-
appointed destiny. The future rock upon whom the church will be built is still a man of “little faith”
(see Mt 14:31). Both he and the other disciples must know not only that Jesus will have to suffer and
die but that they too will have to follow him on the way of the cross if they are truly to be his disciples
(Mt 16:24-25).

The discourse following this narrative (Mt 18:1-35) is often called the “church order” discourse,
although that title is perhaps misleading since the emphasis is not on the structure of the church but
on the care that the disciples must have for one another in respect to guarding each other’s faith in
Jesus (Mt 18:6-7), to seeking out those who have wandered from the fold (Mt 18:10-14), and to
repeated forgiving of their fellow disciples who have offended them (Mt 18:21-35). But there is also
the obligation to correct the sinful fellow Christian and, should one refuse to be corrected, separation
from the community is demanded (Mt 18:15-18).

The narrative of the fifth book (Mt 19:1-23:39) begins with the departure of Jesus and his disciples
from Galilee for Jerusalem. In the course of their journey Jesus for the third time predicts the passion
that awaits him at Jerusalem and also his resurrection (Mt 20:17-19). At his entrance into the city he
is hailed as the Son of David by the crowds accompanying him (Mt 21:9). He cleanses the temple (Mt
21:12-17), and in the few days of his Jerusalem ministry he engages in a series of controversies with
the Jewish religious leaders (Mt 21:23-27; 22:15-22, 23-33, 34-40, 41-46), meanwhile speaking
parables against them (Mt 21:28-32, 33—-46), against all those Israelites who have rejected God’s
invitation to the messianic banquet (Mt 22:1-10), and against all, Jew and Gentile, who have accepted
but have shown themselves unworthy of it (Mt 22:11-14). Once again, the perspective of the
evangelist includes not only the time of Jesus’ ministry but that of the preaching of the gospel after
his resurrection. The narrative culminates in Jesus’ denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees,
reflecting not only his own opposition to them but that of Matthew’s church (Mt 23:1-36), and in
Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem (Mt 23:37-39).

In the discourse of the fifth book (Mt 24:1-25:46), the last of the great structural discourses of the
gospel, Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and his own final coming. The time of the latter is
unknown (Mt 24:36, 44), and the disciples are exhorted in various parables to live in readiness for it,
a readiness that entails faithful attention to the duties of the interim period (Mt 24:45-25:30). The
coming of Jesus will bring with it the great judgment by which the everlasting destiny of all will be
determined (Mt 25:31-46).

Next week — Matthew and the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/0

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of God is so valuable that W_haf dld.fhe?man do after he found fhe.treasure hidden
we ought to be prepared to give up everything for it. What in the field? Use the key below to decipher the code.
are some things in your life that you would be prepared to E® 1O R
give up or change in order to enter God’s Kingdom? ‘
F® L@ SO0 V.4

G® NI T, YU
H~ O0O® U(

B
D ¥

Can you find the letters that spell the word
hidden in the picture below?

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field
which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy,
sells everything he owns and buys the field."

FN

o T

= dililinniigy

"The kingdom of heaven is also like a shop keeper
looking for fine pearls. When he finds one of great value
( | he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it."

Mt 13:44-46 © Creative Ministry Resources 2005




Parramatta pilgrims shine at Lourdes
By Christina Gretton
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During their visit to Lourdes, France, the Diocese of Parramatta pilgrims
were asked to participate in a number of high-profile events in front of
thousands of others from around the world.

In the beautiful setting of the grotto where St Bernadette saw the
apparition of Our Lady, Bishop Vincent concelebrated Mass with dozens of
priests, several bishops and Cardinal Vincent Nichols of Westminster.

Also on the altar were Fr Andrew Rooney, Fr Greg Jacobs, Fr Chris del
Rosario and Fr Piotr Kruk. Deacon Tom Green and Thanh Nguyen who was
an acolyte that assisted at the Mass, flanked by Deacons and dignitaries

from around the world.

Fr Chris told Catholic Outlook after the Mass that “God has a good sense of
humour”, “l was sitting in the same spot as | touched when | was a pilgrim
12 years ago and my vocation was beginning to stir,” he said. For Fr
Andrew, only ordained last year, it was an unexpected “experience of a
lifetime” especially as he admitted, “I'm a bit of a fan of Cardinal Nichols.”
Joining the Parramatta clergy were several pilgrims, all wearing their
pilgrimage shirts, who had been asked to assist the priests with the

distribution of communion.

Later that day, Parramatta pilgrims had another chance to take an active
part in a major Lourdes tradition. The Adoration of the Eucharist
procession, attended by over ten thousand pilgrims wound its way
through Lourdes, past the Cathedral, to the giant underground Basilica of
St Pius X. Representing the youth of the world, and carrying the World
Youth Day logo, pilgrim Joseva Bolaira was selected to represent the
young people of the world and carry the World Youth Day cross logo.



“When | got asked to carry the cross for World Youth Day | was like ‘me?"”
he said. “It was really a privilege to represent the Diocese of Parramatta as
well,”

Fellow pilgrim, Noel Abraham was also unexpectedly called to carry the
Australian flag and display it at the altar. “I was so nervous. This wasn't
meant to happen at all. Suddenly | was told to bring it (the flag) in, and
then the next thing I'm standing at the altar waving the flag. It's honestly
the most amazing experience. I'm going to tell my grandkids.”

Pilgrimage nurse, Neville Reynolds, and Christe D'Mello, a doctor, also
found themselves in an unexpected situation. The procession highlights
medical doctors and nurses and Neville and Christe walked with their
counterparts from other parts of the world. Christie then accompanied the
eucharist in the monstrance as it was taken to all parts of the enormous
and full basilica with 20,000 pilgrims from all over the world praying as it
passed.

“They asked me if | was a doctor. | said yes and they (procession organisers)
pushed me towards the bishops. “Just follow along,” they said. “So | did.
Next thing there is Jesus as the blessed sacrament being held by all these
bishops, surrounded by medical professionals from around the world.”

She admits to being shaky, because of such a quick turn of events. But she
says, she felt “An overwhelming sense of joy.”

“It was amazing being there with colleagues from around the world, there
for one purpose,” she said.

After the ceremony, she and Neville were taken to a facility to meet the
head doctor of Lourdes and were given honorary membership to the
Lourdes medical association, witnessed by Bishop Vincent.

She explained it is the job of the organisation to check for miracles, plus
there are so many sick people in Lourdes, medical workers are very
important.

Following the procession, Neville and Christe, watched by Bishop Vincent,
met the Chief Medical Officer of Lourdes who manages claims of cures.

Watch highlights of the pilgrimage here.

From Catholic Outlook
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MET Worship RCIA Teams Formation Seminars:

Beginning 3 August
MET Worship’s Formation Seminar for RCIA Teams
will be commencing on Thursday 3 August
throughout August from 7pm to 9pm at the Bishop
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. New topics will be
covered each week throughout the Seminar
including Using Rituals, Mystagogia and more! To
RSVP and to learn more about the seminar topics,
please contact mary.gale@parracatholic.org or call
0460 037 795.

Get #Active4Vocations in the City2Surf: 13 August

Join  the Parramatta  Catholic
Foundation #Active4Vocations team.
Walk, stroll, jog, or run with our Holy
Spirit seminarians, deacons, priests,
and community. Scan this QR code or
visit tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations to register or
donate. Funds raised support our Diocese’s
seminarians to become priests. Thank you for getting
#Active4Vocations.

Natural Fertility 215 August

This year, 2023, marks the 70th anniversary of the
commencement of Dr John Billings’ research in
finding a natural, reliable method of Fertility
Awareness for couples. During Natural Fertility
Awareness Week, in August, a special, free webinar in
recognition of Dr John  Billings’  work,
entitled “Understanding Couple Fertility: the Male
Perspective” will be held on Monday 215t August 2023
at 7.30pm AEST.

As well as highlighting the male perspective in using
the Billings Ovulation Method®, couples will reflect
on how it has helped them in understanding their
joint fertility, as well as benefiting their relationships
and family life.

Please follow the link to register for the Webinar on
Eventbrite.

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/understanding-
couple-fertility-the-male-perspective-webinar-
tickets-678382479257?aff=oddtdtcreator

MET Marriage Retrouvaille Program Information

Session: 25 August

The Diocese of Parramatta aims to offer the
Retrouvaille program for couples who are having
difficulties in their marriage. We are looking for
married couples who are committed to helping
others heal their marriage relationships. You will be
trained to facilitate this program. An information
evening will be held on 25 August at 7.30pm at the
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. Contact
Karin on (02) 8838 3460
marriage@parracatholic.org

Diocesan Adult Confirmation: 5 September

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5
September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with
the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held
on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am — 2pm at the
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as
the IFM). Adult Confirmation isa community
celebration for those who have reached the age of 16
years and have received both the sacraments of
Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the
Confirmation. If you would like more information,
please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037
795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023

Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked
via the website. For more information, email
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

Friday 11t & Sunday 13t August — Places available
Friday 8t & Sunday 10t September — Places available
Friday 6t & Sunday 8t October — Places available
Friday 3r4 & Sunday 5t November — Places available
Friday 15t & Sunday 3" December — Places available

Volunteer for the House of Welcome

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.
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Would YOU like to see The Miracle Club as early as TODAY?
We're excited to announce ...
Advanced Screenings this weekend.
Get your tickets now and enjoy this beautiful film in cinemas.

"Endearing, Heartwarming Dramedy Is The Healing
We All Need"

We couldn’t agree more with this review of The Miracle Club. It goes on to say ... It's
already easy to love everything that The Miracle Club has to offer, but thanks to this
exceptional cast, that’s just one more reason to rush to the theater to see this
heartwarming dramedy.

And the cast are superb with Maggie Smith, Laura Linney and Cathy Bates.

Read the entire review here.
Now it’s your chance to see The Miracle Club In Cinemas nationally August 3

Tickets are now available here.

Secure seats


http://cio-tracking.movieschangepeople.

