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St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed – Thurs   No Mass at OLOL 
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Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

 

 
HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS      19 July 2020 
In today’s Gospel (cf. Mt 13:24-43) we once again encounter Jesus who is intent on 
speaking to the crowd in parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. I will reflect only on 
the first one, that of the weeds, through which Jesus helps us understand God’s 
patience, opening our hearts to hope.  

Jesus narrates that, in the field where the good seed was sown, 
weeds also sprouted. This term sums up all the toxic vegetation 
that infests the soil. Among us, we can say that even today the 
soil has been devastated by so many herbicides and pesticides 
that, in the end, harm the grass, the soil and our health. But this 
is parenthetical. The servants then go to the master to 
understand where the weeds come from. He responds: “An 
enemy has done this!” (v. 28). Because we sowed good seed! 
An enemy, someone who is in competition, came to do this. The 
servants want to go right away to pull the weeds that are 

growing. However, the master says no, because there could be a risk of pulling the wheat 
along with it — the weeds. It is necessary to wait for harvest time: only then will the 
weeds be separated and burned. This is also a common-sense narrative.  

We can read in this parable a way of looking at history. Alongside God — the master of 
the field— who only and always sows good seed, there is an adversary, who sows weeds 
to impede the wheat’s growth. The master acts in the open, in broad daylight, and his 
goal is a good harvest. Instead, the other, the adversary, takes advantage of the darkness 
of night and works out of envy and hostility to ruin everything. The adversary whom 
Jesus refers to has a name: it is the devil, God’s quintessential opponent. His intention 
is to hinder the work of salvation, to stonewall the Kingdom of God through wicked 
workers, sowers of scandal. Indeed, the good seed and the weeds do not represent good 
and bad in the abstract, but we human beings, who can follow God or the devil. Many 
times we have heard of a peaceful family, and then war or envy begins... a 
neighbourhood that was peaceful, then nasty things begin to happen... And we are used 
to saying: “someone went and sowed weeds there”, or “that person in the family sows 
weeds by gossiping”. Destruction always happens by sowing evil. It is always the devil 
who does this or our own temptations: when we fall into the temptation to gossip to 
destroy others.  

The servants’ intention is to eliminate evil immediately, that is, evil people. But the 
master is wiser, he sees farther. They must learn to wait because enduring persecution 
and hostility is part of the Christian vocation. Certainly, evil must be rejected, but those 
who do evil are people with whom it is necessary to be patient. This does not mean that 
type of hypocritical tolerance that hides ambiguity; but rather, justice tempered by 
mercy. If Jesus came to seek sinners more than the righteous, to cure the sick first before 
the healthy (cf. Mt 9:12-13), then our actions too as his disciples should be focused not 
on suppressing the wicked, but on saving them. Patience lies here.  

Today’s Gospel presents two ways of acting and of experiencing history: on the one 
hand, the vision of the master who sees far; on the other, the perspective of the servants 
who see the problem. The servants care about a field without weeds; the master cares 
about good wheat. The Lord invites us to adopt his vision, one that is focused on good 
wheat, that knows how to protect it even amid the weeds. It is not those who are always 
searching for others’ limitations and flaws who cooperate well with God but, rather, 
those who know how to recognize the good that silently grows in the field of the Church 
and history, cultivating it until it becomes mature. And then, God, and he alone, will 
reward the good and punish the wicked. May the Virgin Mary help us to understand and 
imitate the patience of God, who does not want the loss of any of his children, whom he 
loves with a Father’s love.  
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   
See, I have God for my help. 
The Lord sustains my soul. 
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

First Reading   Wis 12:13.16-19 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

In the place of sin, you give repentance. 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for 
everything, to whom you might have to prove that 
you never judged unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in strength, your 
sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is 
questioned and you expose the insolence of those 
who know it; but, disposing of such strength, you are 
mild in judgement, you govern us with great lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow 
men, and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,  

full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.) 

Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
2. All the nations shall come to adore you  

and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 
you who alone are God. (R.) 

Lord, you are good and forgiving  

3. But you, God of mercy and compassion,  
slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 
turn and take pity on me. (R.) 

Lord, you are good and forgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Sunday is World Day for Grandparents & Elderly 

Feast of St Joachim & St Anne (Jesus’ Grandparents) 

is Wednesday 26 July 

 

Second Reading   Rom 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could 
never be put into words. 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when 
we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the 
Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could 
never be put into words, and God who knows 
everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he 
means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by 
the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom.  Alleluia! 

Gospel  (Shorter Form)  Mt 13:24-43 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Let them grow together until the harvest. 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his 
enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and 
made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, 
the darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed that 
you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel 
come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he 
answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to 
go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because when 
you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat 
with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at 
harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the 
darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather 
the wheat into my barn.”’ 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, 
has made a memorial of his wonders; 
he gives food to those who fear him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECTION FOR FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

 
Parables of God’s Kingdom: The wheat and weeds, the mustard seed and the yeast.  
         Matthew 13: 24-43 

 
Scripture scholars have sometimes 

referred to Matthew’s Gospel as 
“the Gospel of the Kingdom” simply 
because it contains more than fifty 

references to the kingdom of God 

and the kingdom of heaven. 

Today’s gospel-reading consists of 

three parables used by Jesus to 

teach his disciples and the crowds 

gathered to hear him about the 

reign of God which he was intent on 

establishing. It’s important for us to 
understand that the “kingdom of 
God” to which he referred was not 
a political entity or a physical 

territory or a state on the map. 

Rather it was a way in which people might live together intent on putting into practice God’s dream 
for humanity. It was all about people doing all in their power to treat each other with respect and 

dignity, making sure to protect those most at risk and reaching out to one another with justice, mercy, 

compassion and forgiveness. The three parables that make up today’s gospel-reading are about the 

virtue of tolerance  -  not rushing to push aside those who don’t measure to our standards, those we 

label as weeds; the virtue of attending to the small, ordinary things of everyday life that are needed 

for harmonious living together, making sure to pay attention to almost insignificant things of daily life, 

the mustard-seed size of things;  the virtue of attending to little things like compliments, words of 

encouragement, giving time to listen to others   -   doing things for others that almost imperceptibly 

can build vibrant communities, rather like the way in which yeast turns dough into nourishing bread. 

It is also worth noting that Matthew wrote his Gospel  at least half a century after the death of Jesus 

for an emerging Christian  community that was struggling with the reality of strenuous opposition 

from a Jewish community intent on having nothing to do with Jesus and his message. Matthew was 

setting out to encourage his community to believe in themselves as a people entrusted with the 

mission of establishing God’s dream for the world, to value themselves as “good quality wheat” that 
would have to live patiently side-by-side with pesty weeds or as a tiny seed that would grow into a 

large organisation to influence the world and a group that would nourish others with a rule for living 

in peace and harmony. With that as introduction, we can look closely at some of the details of today’s 
readings.   

Today’s first reading from the Book of Wisdom, prepares the way for the next two readings by 
introducing us to the God Paul describes in today’s second reading from Romans and the God whose 
guide for living is outlined in the three gospel parables. The writer of the Book of Wisdom describes 

God as having nothing to do with oppression or compulsion. Addressing God directly, the writer 

declares: “There is no other god in existence who is like you. You are a God who cares for everybody 

equally. Your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things leads you to be lenient to all” 
(Wisdom 12: 17-18). We live in a world in which dictators, potentates and terrorists use naked power 

to destroy, to oppress and control. At the same time, we witness on a daily basis the power of those 

who reflect something of the power of God by the way in which they use their power to nourish and 

care for others. They are those who assist and encourage others to grow into their best selves, to 

become the people they want to be. They are the teachers, the carers of the aged and infirm, the 



nurses, doctors and psychologists who breathe life into those they accompany without creating 

dependency. This reading concludes by reminding us that we live true to our best selves when we use 

our power, talent and expertise to imitate the God to whom we give our allegiance. 

Today’s second reading from Romans is encouragement to all of us who at some time or other struggle 
to pray. And isn’t that all of us? Paul reminded his community and us, too, that our very efforts and 
intentions to contribute to the building of the kingdom and the reign of God are all that really matter. 

Paul assures us that God’s Spirit, alive in us, will assist us by stepping in to make good our weaknesses 

and inadequacies. Paul urges us not to be self-critical when we can’t find the right words with which 
to pray. He assures us that our efforts to pray will be supplemented by God whose Spirit will pray in 

and for us. 

The three parables that constitute the gospel-reading, like all parables, are open to a wealth of 

interpretations. They are parables which we can use for reflecting on our own lives, on the world in 

which we live and on the church and communities to which we belong. For instance, people who are 

inclined to rush into the task of pulling out weeds represent those who believe they have knowledge 

of how God wants the world to be ordered. In their view, there is no place for “weeds”, literal or 
metaphorical. The Pharisees of Jesus’ time were the self-appointed arbiters of rule observance. Their 

modern-day equivalents are the people we refer to as “temple police”, who make it their business to 
check on the observance of ritual in the liturgy. In the life of the Church.  In the history of the Church, 

there has been no shortage of religious perfectionists in any period. They seem to think that anyone 

who does not adhere to strict observance of the rules dear to them might contaminate them. The 

Pharisees of Jesus’ day could not tolerate Jesus because of his insistence in reaching out to sinners, in 

daring to put healing hands on people who had a disability or were contaminated by skin diseases. 

Jesus was also labelled by them as being non-observant because he cured sick people on the Sabbath. 

The first reading from Wisdom describing God as one who uses power to nurture, guide and encourage 

and the second from Paul’s Letter to the Romans speaking of God’s Spirit intervening to optimise our 
desires and attempts to turn our minds and hearts to God in prayer, convince me that the parable of 

the weeds and wheat, which is about God’s patience with human beings who can resort to devious 
means to get what they want. It is surely not about reminding us or them that God will give them their 

come-uppance in the long run. Go is just as patience with human perversity as with the human frailty 

and inconsistency evident in our day-to-day lives 

In conclusion, we might spend a few moments reflecting on Jesus’ ability to be realistic about how his 
audiences might make sense of, or struggle with, his parables. In his presentation of the parable of 

the mustard seed, I can imagine him chuckling inwardly in anticipation of the prospect of the legalists 

of his day interpreting his message of the coming reign of God as nothing more than the sudden 

appearance and hasty growth of a noxious and unwelcome weed. They would have considered the 

reign of God as a mere nuisance to be rooted out and thrown aside. Jesus was sufficiently aware of 

the inflexibility of many who bothered to look critically at the message he and his disciples proclaimed 

to conclude that they would choose to ignore it, no matter how creatively that message was 

presented. 

As for the parable of the yeast, there is a humorous side to that too. Three measures of flour plus the 

amount of yeast required to make it rise would have made enough bread to feed a village. There 

would have been people in the audience wondering just how many people the baker-woman thought 

she was going to feed. By deliberately exaggerating the measures of the ingredients, Jesus was making 

the point that there was sufficient imagination, generosity, goodwill and creative energy alive in 

ordinary people tfor them to be active participants in establishing the reign of God. We, too, have gifts 

and skills. Today’s readings leave us to ask ourselves  why we are short on passion and intensity for 
doing our bit to bring the reign of God to life where we live, work and worship.   

 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 
relatives and friends of our Parish 
Communities for whom prayers have 
been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased: Danilo A. Dupaya 

Anniversaries: Barbara Botor, Maria Beatrice Nazareth, 
Denis & Gertrude Griffin, Phillip Lawrence, Henry Charles 
Blackman 

Remembrance: Felix Nazareth, Geoff Kane 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Rod Johnson, Eileen McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett 
Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, 
David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter 
Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, 
Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, 
Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba 
Beani, Edward Beani, and all who are ill or struggling as a 
result of the Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we 
have low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. Please speak to Father or 

the Acolyte before Mass and go to the priest 
celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your support. To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishba
ulkhamhills 

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of 
Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes: 

22nd July 2023, "The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time" ... https://youtube.com/live/XpqOm_rfHNE 

29th July 2023, "The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time" ... https://youtube.com/live/yx3WK5sahBY 

The 6.00pm Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via these 
links,  from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for those 
who are unable to join us for our weekly Sunday 
celebration. 

Children’s Liturgy News… 
We have had many enquiries about 
Children’s Liturgy and we are now 
ready to begin our Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word again at 9.30am Mass 
each Sunday but we need some help.  

This Liturgy is designed for children of school age and is 
held during 9.30am Mass each Sunday during school 
terms. The children listen to the Word of God at their 
own level and participate in activities focusing on the 
message of the Gospel.  
Janina Starkey co-ordinates The Children’s Liturgy 
Team at OLOL and will happily assist you as you become 
more confident in the role. If you would like to assist 
please speak with Janina after Mass and place your 
name and contact details on the sheets at the back of 
the church. 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
This weekend we welcome and present the children of 
our Parish community who are continuing the Faith 
Journey which began at their Baptism. 
The children of Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s 
communities are commencing their preparation for 
the Sacrament of 1st Reconciliation/Penance which 
will be celebrated in early September. 
We ask that you offer your prayerful support to our 
young families as they prepare to receive this most 
beautiful Sacrament of loving mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Are you interested in joining a group of singers and 
instrumentalists who enjoy playing and singing? 

• Do you enjoy singing? 
• Do you enjoy playing an instrument? 
• Are you young?  
• Are you old? 
• Are you in between?  
• Then this is for YOU !!!  

• Contact:   Deb debboffa@hotmail.com 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtube.com/live/XpqOm_rfHNE
https://youtube.com/live/yx3WK5sahBY
mailto:debboffa@hotmail.com


PARISH NOTES 21 JULY 2023 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S 

Thanks you to those who organised our wonderful little 
sausage sizzle plus fundraiser last weekend to help 
renovate the old St Michael’s. The event raised $4,000, and 
a good time was had by all. 

 

Many of our more senior parishioners were telling some 
wonderful stories about the Church which was in use until 1980. We hope that you will take time to 
write these stories for our parish archives. 

We would also like to thank those who have donated towards the appeal. As of Friday morning, our 
total stands at $10,184.50. 

The renovations will not be cheap – we expect the 
estimated costs will be at least $300,000, but it will 
ultimately serve as a good meeting space, a possible 
prayer space and who knows what else… 

 

We have many generous people who are giving their 
time, finance and energy towards this project. Will you 
also be one of them? 

(L) These  are some photos taken after the 8am Mass. 

 

Donations may be made via EFT to the following: 

BSB    067950 

Acct No   100005310 

Acct Name St Michael’s Reno 

 

Please advise transfer details (amount, name  and date) to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so 
we can keep a record of donations. 

Thank you so much to all who are making this possible. 

Fr Wim 

FR JESSIE ON LEAVE AND NO WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL FROM JULY 19 

Fr Jessie is on leave till Sunday 25 August. 

We will be helped by visiting priests on weekends, but there will be no Wednesday or Thursday 
Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Church until further notice. Friday and weekend Masses will continue 
as usual. 

This weekend we welcome Monsignor Ron McFarlane who will celebrate the 5.30pm Mass at St 
Michael’s and Fr Kevin Walsh who will celebrate the 10am Mass. 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS 

You are welcome to provide your own input or submission to the Synod, individually or as a group, via 
the link https://parracatholic.org/synod_getinvolved/ 

Do you want to apply to be a Synod member? 

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv warmly invites applications for membership to the Diocesan Synod, 

which will be held on 12 to 15 October 2023. 

Criteria for possible membership and registration form are on the Diocese of Parramatta website, 

viz. synod2023_membership - Diocese of Parramatta (parracatholic.org) 

Please note that numbers to attend the Synod are limited. Your application will be reviewed and 

assessed, and you will be advised on the outcome. 

Membership Applications must be returned by 31 July 2023. 

Your stories matter! Send your submissions to the first Diocesan Synod before 31 July  

The success of the Synod relies on your participation. Your submissions will inform the development 
of the agenda for the Synod, from 12-15 October 2023, which will gather clergy, consecrated and 
laity to discuss important matters relating to the life and mission of the Church. Applications to be a 
member at the Synod are now open. Apply to be a member or make a submission before 31 July: 
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/  

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION PROGRAM 

The Parish program for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation has started with over 250 
children and their families taking part. The first week of the program – which is a  work at home affair 
– starts this Monday. 

Please pray for all these children and their parents. 

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE – have you registered yet? 

Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on Monday 4th September at the Bede Heather 
Centre, Marion St, Blacktown.  

We would like you to take on the  ministry of reader, extraordinary minister of holy Communion, or 
ministry at the altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, and  this is the link for the registration form.  This 
formation course for you and all ministries are open to both women and men.  

Copies of the registration form are also available in the foyer. 

 We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both Churches.  

MASS LINK FOR THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A and 
available on YOUTUBE after that https://youtube.com/live/XpqOm_rfHNE. Please copy the link into 
browser if it does not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page.  

FOLLOW OUR WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMAGE FROM HOME!  

170 young people from Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains (Including parishioner Sean Turner) 
took off today (Friday) to World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal for an experience of a lifetime. The 
pilgrimage will travel through some of the most beautiful and sacred parts of Europe and you are 
invited to follow along from home. We will be posting videos, photos and articles throughout the trip, 
so you can see and hear what our pilgrims are experiencing.  

https://parracatholic.org/synod_getinvolved/
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023_membership/
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/
https://officeforworship.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Liturgical-Ministry-Formation-Enrolment-Form-September-2023.pdf
https://youtube.com/live/XpqOm_rfHNE


Sign up today by visiting catholicoutlook.info/WYD23News.  

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – PART 2 

With no audiences being held at the Vatican during July, we’ve started with an Introduction to the 
Gospel of Matthew, taken from the United States Catholic Bishops’ website. 

Last week’s topic dealt with a general introduction and structure of Matthew’s Gospel. The text can 
be found via this link on the Parish website - Bulletin Archive for 20230714 and scroll. 

DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER  

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
with the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am – 2pm at the 
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as the IFM).  

Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those who have reached the age of 16 years 
and have received both the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the 
Confirmation. If you would like more information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 
795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.  

 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased: Tony Pitt-Lancaster, Jean Antoun, Evelyn Sutcliffe 

Anniversaries: John Day, Rex Anderson, Alaric Bastian, Barbara Bailey, Ruth Tuffy, Bon Tiak Lu, 
Gerardo Capitulo (40th day)  

Fr Wim 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the proper recording for the second 
collection, please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

BSB    067 950 

Acct No   100005310 

Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 

Reference   Your name and please email details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

http://catholicoutlook.info/WYD23News
https://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Bulletin-SM-2023-07-14.pdf
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing” 

Isaiah 43:19 
Your stories matter! Send your submissions to the 
first Diocesan Synod before 31 July  
  
Our Diocesan Synod is calling you to share stories and 
have conversations at your parish, with a friend, or with 
family, about how we can walk together to become the 
Church that Christ calls us to be. The success of the 
Synod relies on your participation. Your submissions 
will inform the development of the agenda for the 
Synod, from 12-15 October 2023, which will gather 
clergy, consecrated and laity to discuss important 
matters relating to the life and mission of the Church. 
Applications to be a member at the Synod are now 
open. Apply to be a member or make a submission 
before 31 July: https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/  
 
 

 

Liturgical Ministry 2023 - WE NEED YOU!  

Are you interested in Parish Ministry ???  

The following courses are once again offered by 
the Parramatta Office for Worship, for 
Formation in Liturgical Ministry.  
Each component is completed over two 
Monday nights from 7.00pm to 9.00pm  

Bede Heather Centre,  
1-5 Marion St, Blacktown.  

Your formation begins with 1 week –
Introductory Session on 4th September. On 
completion of this introductory week, the 
participant continues with the two-week 
course of choice outlined below:  

11th September Ministry of the Word –  Session 1  
18th September Ministry of the Word –  Session 2  

9th October Extraordinary Minister of Communion  
16th October Extraordinary Minister of Communion  

23rd October Communion of the Sick & Dying*  

30th October Ministers at the Altar**  
6th November Ministers at the Altar**  
 
We would really love to see some fresh faces 
involved in our ministries. 

PLEASE NOTE:  While Father Jessie is on leave there will 
be no Masses celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes Church  
on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 

ADORATION AND MASS WILL CONTINUE TO 
BE CELEBRATED AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

CHURCH EACH FRIDAY. 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
16th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 22nd  July 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm 

John Cavaleri Peter Watkins Paul Lewis Maureen Steele 

 23rd  July 
Sunday 
9.30am 

Ian Starkey Mariah Di Mauro Christine Coxall Janina Starkey  
Louise Ryall 

17th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 29th  July 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm 

John Vassett Lourdes Subijano Zelda Booth Nicole Whittaker 

 30th July 
Sunday 
9.30am 

Anthony Pope Michael Guillema Marietta Guillema 
Marlene Murrow 
Madeleine Menasse 

18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 5th August 

Saturday 
Vigil, 6pm 

Roland Barros Madeline Leslie Jane Wilks Grace Yee 

 6th August 
Sunday 
9.30am 

Ian Starkey Janina Starkey Frangee Ampil Kay Bull 
Louise Ryall 

Members of the Ministry Team – Would you kindly arrange a replacement or send a “Reply All” email to the team if you 
find you are unable to fulfil your ministry on your rostered ministry day/time.  Many thanks for your assistance 

https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/


	Ingrid Vergano
Tel (02) 8838 3456 

Fax (02) 8838 3462 
Email ingrid.vergano@parracatholic.org 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
Diocesan Ministries Centre 51-59 Allawah St, Blacktown NSW 2148  |  www.parracatholic.org/office-for-worship 

Please complete and return before Monday 28th August 2023 
Please Return Enrolment Form to:

Sessions Dates Selection

Compulsory Introductory Session Monday 4th September

Ministers of the Word (2 sessions) Monday 11th & 
Monday 18th September

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion (2 sessions) Monday 9th & 
Monday 16th October

Communion to the Sick and Dying (1 session) Monday 23rd October

Ministers at the Altar (2 sessions) Monday 30th October & 
Monday 6th November

First Name: ________________________________________         Last Name: _________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suburb: ____________________________________________________________           Postcode: __________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________         Email Address: _____________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________           Date: _______________________________

Parish:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest:  ________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest Signature:  ________________________________________________________________

Sessions are held Mondays 7.00pm, Bede Heather Centre (formerly known as the Institute for Mission),  
1-5 Marion St, Blacktown 2148

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023

• Please note if wishing to complete Communion to the Sick and Dying, it is compulsory to attend     
Ministers of Communion first. 

• If you would like to become a Minister at the Altar, you must attend all 8 sessions.

OFF  ICE FOR WORSHIP
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

Hannah Portelli
! (02) 8838 3456

" hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

O!ce for Worship 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150  |  # hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org |  $ o!ceforworship.org.au

04.22_OFW16773



Helpers needed for Children’s Liturgy  
at  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
 

 
Children’s Liturgy is a special celebration of the weekly liturgy for children. It involves children leaving 
the 9.30am Sunday Mass for a short time and gathering elsewhere to celebrate a separate Liturgy of 
the Word that is more appropriate to the children’s level of understanding.  

Leaders work in pairs on a roster system throughout the term, using prepared materials. A planning 
meeting is held to discuss activities and dates at the start of each term. Volunteers need a Working 
with Children Check as required by the Diocese for all those who work with children - we can help you 
with this, in need. The Liturgy takes place in the Parish Centre.  

The aim of the Children’s Liturgy is to make the regular Scripture Readings more accessible to children, 
and also to prepare them to participate fully in regular Sunday Mass. Children’s Liturgy only operates 
during terms. 

It is essential to keep in mind two key principles when preparing and celebrating Liturgy of the Word 
with children. Firstly, it is to be a liturgy involving reading and prayer, not religious instruction or child-
minding. Secondly, as it is the Liturgy of the Word, this must be centred on proclaiming and 
explaining the scriptures. The children are asked to listen to the scriptures, apply them to their own 
life, and respond in various ways, at their own level of understanding. 

Readings are appropriate for children, from the Lectionary for Masses with Children. In addition to the 
reading, symbols, gesture, movement and singing, help to enhance the children’s experience. 
Liturgical objects will be used to provide a focal point. Children must be of primary school age. Pre-
schoolers may attend but must be accompanied by an adult. During their time participating in the 
liturgy, children will be invited to take on roles such as readers, prayer leaders, playing music and so 
on. Children will return to the main assembly to celebrate the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the 
remainder of the Mass with their family and our Parish community. 
 
If you would like to assist in this very rewarding ministry 
please contact  janina.starkey@gmail.com or 
louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
 
 
 

 
Please return to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Office olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
I would be happy to assist with the Children’s Liturgy during 9.30am Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes 
during School Terms when it resumes in 2023. 
 
 
Name:………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Email:………………………………………………………………………………….Phone:  ……………………………………… 

mailto:janina.starkey@gmail.com
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

Fr Carl Ashton Funeral Arrangements: 25 July  

  

Fr Carl Ashton, Pastor Emeritus of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Mt Druitt South, died on Thursday 13 July 
2023, aged 86. A Vigil Mass will be held on Monday 
24 July at Sacred Heart Parish, Mt Druitt South, from 
7pm, followed by a prayer vigil.  

Requiem Mass for Fr Carl will be held on Tuesday 25 
July at 11am at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, St 
Marys, followed by a committal at Pinegrove 
Memorial Park, Minchinbury.  

In your charity, please pray for the Repose of the Soul 
of Fr Carl and remember his family in your prayers.  

Safeguarding Mandatory Modules Face-to-Face 
Training  

The Diocesan Safeguarding team have organised 
sessions for parish clergy, staff and volunteers to 
complete their Mandatory Safeguarding Modules 1-3 
throughout July at St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winston 
Hills.  This final session in this series will be held: 

Saturday 22 July (12noon-4.45pm) - Modules 1-3  

Please email safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
or winstonhills@parracatholic.org to register for one 
of these face-to-face opportunities to complete your 
Mandatory Safeguarding Training.  

Get #Active4Vocations in the City2Surf: 13 August  

Join the Parramatta Catholic 
Foundation #Active4Vocations team. 
Walk, stroll, jog, or run with our Holy 
Spirit seminarians, deacons, priests, 
and community. Scan this QR code or 

visit tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations to register or 
donate. Funds raised support our Diocese’s 
seminarians to become priests. Thank you for getting 
#Active4Vocations.  

MET Worship RCIA Teams Formation Seminars: 
Beginning 3 August  

 MET Worship’s Formation Seminar for RCIA Teams 
will be commencing on Thursday 3 August 
throughout August from 7pm to 9pm at the Bishop 
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. New topics will be 
covered each week throughout the Seminar 
including Using Rituals, Mystagogia and more! To 
RSVP and to learn more about the seminar topics, 
please contact mary.gale@parracatholic.org or call 
0460 037 795.  

 

 
 

MET Marriage Retrouvaille Program Information 
Session: 25 August   

The Diocese of Parramatta aims to offer the 
Retrouvaille program for couples who are having 
difficulties in their marriage. We are looking for 
married couples who are committed to helping 
others heal their marriage relationships. You will be 
trained to facilitate this program. An information 
evening will be held on 25 August at 7.30pm at the 
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. Contact 
Karin on (02) 8838 3460 or register at 
marriage@parracatholic.org  

 Diocesan Adult Confirmation: 5 September  

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 
September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with 
the Catechesis and Formation Day to be held 
on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am – 2pm at the 
Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as 
the IFM). Adult Confirmation is a community 
celebration for those who have reached the age of 16 
years and have received both the sacraments of 
Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the 
Confirmation. If you would like more information, 
please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 
795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.  

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023   

Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course 
dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked 
via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 
435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Friday 11th & Sunday 13th August – Places available 
Friday 8th & Sunday 10th September – Places available 
Friday 6th & Sunday 8th October – Places available 
Friday 3rd & Sunday 5th November – Places available 
Friday 1st & Sunday 3rd December – Places available  

Volunteer for the House of Welcome  

Volunteers are needed by the House of Welcome to 
do odd jobs around properties which house refugees 
and people seeking asylum. If you are a handyman 
or woman with a few hours you can donate, contact 
Maricar at m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au.  

  

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
mailto:winstonhills@parracatholic.org
https://tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations
https://tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:m.tupaea@houseofwelcome.com.au




Study and 
Mentoring 
Program 

Sisters of the Good Samaritan 

APPLICATIONS FOR 
2024 CLOSE ON  
6 SEPTEMBER 2023 

FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION OR TO 
REQUEST AN APPLICATION 
PACK PLEASE CONTACT:

samleadership@goodsams.org.au 

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
STUDY AND MENTORING (SAM)  PROGRAM:

 ■ Catholic woman 30 years and over 
 ■ an interest in the academic, spiritual and mentoring components  

of the program
 ■ identification of current study being undertaken or a proposed 

course at a recognised theological institution
 ■ evidence of leadership exercised in any context. Leadership 

experience in a not-for-profit organisation or a faith-based 
institution will be highly regarded 

 ■ special consideration will be given to women who are experiencing 
financial hardship or who live in isolated communities.

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW INVITED FOR 2024
Since our foundation and throughout our 166 
year history the Sisters of the Good Samaritan 
have been committed to the flourishing of 
women. We have educated girls and women 
from pre-school to tertiary levels, and have  
also been engaged in adult education and  
adult faith formation.

The Good Samaritan Study and Mentoring 
Program o!ers financial assistance for tertiary 
theological study to a maximum  
of $8,000 per year. 

The grant can be spent on tuition or other 
expenses associated with the completion  
of the qualification. 

Core components of the program include 
opportunities for spiritual direction and 
mentoring. Invitations are also o!ered for 
participants to gather to share their experiences 
and to explore questions arising from their 
study in conversation with experienced women 
leaders in the Church. 

Photo Source: 123RF # 6523824 by blumarine
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Entries are invited for The Good Oil 2023 Writers’ Award, an initiative of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan. 
Entry is free and open to emerging and published writers.

The theme for this year’s award is Finding My Voice.

Entrants are strongly encouraged to look at past editions of The Good Oil, the e-journal of the Good Samaritan 
Sisters, to gain an understanding of the type and style of articles published, and the publication’s vision to 
nourish the spirit, stimulate thinking, promote social justice, and encourage reflection and dialogue about 
issues of the day from a Christian, Catholic, Good Samaritan perspective. To view current and past editions of 
The Good Oil, visit www.goodsams.org.au

Guidelines for entrants

Entrants are invited to submit a single piece of writing adopting one of the following styles:

Reflection – creative writing or first person reflective writing

Opinion – first person personal opinion

Profile – profile of a person based on an interview and research

News feature – issues-based article written in journalistic style

In their chosen writing style, entrants are asked to submit a piece of writing on the theme Finding My  Voice.

Length: 800 - 1200 words for articles. This word count does not apply to poems.

Entries close at 5pm AEST on Friday August 18, 2023.

The submission must be the entrant’s original work, written in English, and must not have been published 
previously in any forum (including web sites and blogs). Any entry found to be plagiarised will be disqualified. 
Anonymous entries will not be eligible.

Only individual submissions will be accepted, i.e. no group submissions.

Entry is open to residents of Australia, Kiribati, the Philippines and Japan – countries where the Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan live and minister. 

Entry is free and open to writers aged 18 and over. Only entries submitted online will be eligible. All entries will 
be acknowledged.

The Good Oil 2023 Writers’ Award

Page 1 of 2 The Good Oil 2023 Writers’ Award – Guidelines for Entrants 
www.goodsams.org.au
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Entrants may submit more than one piece of writing, to a maximum of three (3) pieces. Each entry must be 
submitted separately. Entrants are advised to keep a copy of their entry.

By submitting their entry, entrants confirm that they are the author of the submitted work, that it has not been 
published or submitted in any other awards or competitions, and that they have read and agreed to The 
Good Oil 2023 Writers’ Award Guidelines.

Entrants give the Sisters of the Good Samaritan the right to publish their article along with their name, 
biographical details and their photo in The Good Oil, on the website of the Good Samaritan Sisters, via 
Twitter and Facebook, and distribute for publication in Catholic and other media.

Prize-winning entries will be announced in The Good Oil, on the website of the Good Samaritan Sisters and 
via Twitter and Facebook on Tuesday October 17, 2023. The successful entrants will be contacted via 
phone and email.

Prize-winning entries will be published in The Good Oil.

A judging panel will award first, second and third place. The prize for the winning entry will be $600;  
second $400; third $200.

The judges will base their decision on the entries which best explore the theme Finding My Voice in their 
chosen writing style. In particular, the judges will be looking for writing that is topical, engaging, creative, 
original, and well written.

The Good Oil 2023 Writers’ Award will be made only if the judges consider the prize-winning entries are of 
sufficient quality.

The decision of the judging panel is final; no correspondence will be entered into by The Good Oil and  
the Sisters of the Good Samaritan, or any other party involved in the conduct of The Good Oil 2023  
Writers’ Award.

How to submit your entry

Entry is free and open to writers aged 18 and over. Only entries submitted online will be eligible.

To submit your entry, visit https://fs28.formsite.com/goodsams/dmofoj2xjx/index

As entries will be judged anonymously, do NOT include any identifying information in the text of the article.

Entrants may submit more than one piece of writing, to a maximum of three (3) pieces. Each entry must be 
submitted separately. Entrants are advised to keep a copy of their entry.

Entries close at 5pm AEST on Friday August 18, 2023.

If you have any questions about these guidelines, please send an email to: thegoodoil@goodsams.org.au
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