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Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 

Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed - Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.15-5.40pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 

Fr Jessie Balorio 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 
Rev. Andrew Rooney 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

PASSIONATE FIRE    ~ A Reflection by Pope Francis 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus warns the disciples that the time for decision has 
arrived. In fact, his coming into the world coincides with the time for decisive choices: 
the option for the Gospel cannot be delayed. And in order to make this call clearer, he 
alludes to the fire that he himself came to bring to earth. He says: “I came to cast fire 
upon the earth; and would that it were already kindled”. These words aim to persuade 
the disciples to abandon their attitude of laziness, apathy, indifference and closure, so as 
to welcome the fire of God’s love; that love which, as Saint Paul reminds us, “has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit” (Rom 5:5). Because it is the Holy Spirit 
that makes us love God and love our neighbour. It is the Holy Spirit whom we all have 
within us.  

Jesus con des his most ardent desire to his friends and also to us: to spread the re of 
God’s love on earth that enlightens life and through which mankind is saved. Jesus calls 
us to spread throughout the world this re, thanks to which, we will be recognized as his 
true disciples. The re of love, lit by Christ in the world through the Holy Spirit, is a 
boundless re. It is a universal re. This was so ever since the early days of Christianity: 
bearing witness to the Gospel spread like a beneficial re, overcoming all division among 
individuals, social categories, peoples and nations. Bearing witness to the Gospel burns. 
It overcomes all forms of particularism and keeps charity wide open to all, with a 
preferential option for the poorest and the excluded.  

Adherence to the fire of love that Jesus brought to earth, envelops our entire existence 
and requires the adoration of God as well as a willingness to serve others. Adoration of 
God and a willingness to serve others. First, the readiness to adore God, also means 
learning the prayer of adoration which we usually forget. This is why I invite everyone to 
discover the beauty of the prayer of adoration and to recite it often. And second, the 
willingness to serve others. I think with admiration of the many youth communities and 
groups, who during the summer, dedicate themselves to this service to the sick, the poor 
and people with disabilities.  

In order to live according to the Gospel spirit, faced with the ever new needs that arise 
in the world, there is a need for disciples of Christ who know how to respond with new 
charitable initiatives. And so, with the adoration of God and service to others — 
practised together, adoring God and serving others — the Gospel truly manifests itself as 
a re that saves, that changes the world beginning with a change in the heart of each one.  

In this perspective, we can also understand Jesus’ other statement mentioned in today’s 
passage which, at first glance, may be disconcerting: “Do you think that I have come to 
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division”. He came to “separate with fire”. 
To separate what? Good from evil, the just from the unjust. In this sense he came to 
“divide”, to cause “uneasiness” — albeit in a healthy way — in his disciples’ lives, 
breaking the facile illusions of those who think they can combine Christian life with 
worldliness, Christian life with compromises of all kinds, piety with a hostile attitude to 
others. Combining, some think, true religiosity with superstitious practices: how many 
so-called Christians go to fortune tellers to have their palms read! And this is 
superstition. It is not God. One must not live in a hypocritical way but be willing to pay 
the price for choices that are consistent — this is the attitude that each of us should 
seek in life: [being] consistent — paying the price for being consistent with the Gospel. 
Being consistent with the Gospel, because it is good to call ourselves Christian but 
above all it is necessary to be Christian in concrete situations, witnessing to the Gospel, 
which is essentially love for God and for our brothers and sisters.  

May Mary Most Holy help us to allow our hearts to be purified by the fire brought by 
Jesus in order to spread it with our life through decisive and courageous choices.  

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 ▪ olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

▪ www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; 
and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts 
is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

First Reading   Jer 38:4-6, 8-10 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

You bore me to be a man of strife for the whole world. 

The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let Jeremiah 
be put to death: he is unquestionably disheartening the 
remaining soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by 
talking like this. The fellow does not have the welfare of 
this people at heart so much as its ruin.’ ‘He is in your 
hands as you know,’ King Zedekiah answered ‘for the 
king is powerless against you.’ So they took Jeremiah 
and threw him into the well of Prince Malchiah in the 
Court of the Guard, letting him down with ropes. There 
was no water in the well, only mud, and into the mud 
Jeremiah sank. 

Ebed-melech came out from the palace and spoke to the 
king. ‘My lord king,’ he said, ‘these men have done a 
wicked thing by treating the prophet Jeremiah like this: 
they have thrown him into the well where he will die.’ At 
this the king gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the following 
order: ‘Take three men with you from here and pull the 
prophet Jeremiah out of the well before he dies.’  

Responsorial Psalm 

Response:  Lord, come to my aid! 
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord  
 and he stooped down to me; 
 he heard my cry. 

Response:  Lord, come to my aid! 
2. He drew me from the deadly pit,  
 from the miry clay. 
 He set my feet upon a rock 
 and made my footsteps firm.  

Response:  Lord, come to my aid! 
3. He put a new song into my mouth,  
 praise of our God. 
 Many shall see and fear 
 and shall trust in the Lord.  

Response:  Lord, come to my aid! 

4. As for me, wretched and poor,  
 the Lord thinks of me. 
 You are my rescuer, my help, 
 O God, do not delay!  

Response:  Lord, come to my aid! 

 

Second Reading  
Heb 12:1-4 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

Let us bear patiently the struggle placed upon us. 

With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every 
side of us, we too, then, should throw off everything 
that hinders us, especially the sin that clings so easily, 
and keep running steadily in the race we have started. 
Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our 
faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake of the 
joy which was still in the future, he endured the cross, 
disregarding the shamefulness of it, and from now on 
has taken his place at the right of God’s throne. Think 
of the way he stood such opposition from sinners and 
then you will not give up for want of courage. In the 
fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep 
fighting to the point of death. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                    Lk 12:49-53 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

I have come not to give peace, but discord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to 
the earth, and how I wish it were blazing already! 
There is a baptism I must still receive, and how great 
is my distress till it is over! 

‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from 
now on a household of five will be divided: three 
against two and two against three; the father divided 
against the son, son against father, mother against 
daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against 
mother-in-law.’ 

Communion Antiphon    

With the Lord there is mercy; 
in him is plentiful redemption. 
 

 
 



REFLECTION	FOR	TWENTIETH	SUNDAY	IN	ORDINARY	TIME	–	YEAR	C	
	

JULIAN	MCDONALD	CFC	AO	

	

“I	have	come	to	set	the	earth	on	fire,	and	how	I	wish	it	were	already	
ablaze…Do	you	think	that	I	have	come	to	establish	peace	on	earth?	No,	I	
tell	you,	but	rather	division.”		 	 	 	 Luke	12:	49-53	

The	gospel-readings	of	the	last	few	Sundays	and	for	a	few	more	to	come	make	it	clear	
that	 the	 closer	 Jesus	 came	 to	 Jerusalem,	 the	 more	 nervous	 he	 became	 about	 the	
destiny	he	was	convinced	awaited	him.	It	had	become	increasingly	clear	to	him	that	his	
calls	 for	 a	 change	 of	 heart	 and	 his	 invitations	 to	 people	 to	 involve	 themselves	 in	
working	for	justice,	peace	and	compassion	were	not	only	falling	on	deaf	ears	but	were	
being	 actively	 opposed	by	 the	 religious	 leaders	who	had	 a	 set	 on	 him.	 Jesus	 sensed	
that	the	kind	of	treatment	meted	out	to	the	prophet	Jeremiah	awaited	him.		

Today’s	first	reading	recounts	the	opposition	served	up	to	Jeremiah,	and	explains	that	
it	was	retribution	for	trying	to	upset	the	status	quo:	“This	man	must	be	put	to	death,”	
the	princes	said	to	the	king;	“he	demoralises	the	soldiers	who	are	left	in	this	city,	and	
all	the	people,	by	speaking	such	things	to	them;	he	is	not	interested	in	the	welfare	of	
our	 people,	 but	 in	 their	 ruin.”	 (Jeremiah	 38:	 4)	 The	 second	 reading	 from	 Hebrews	
reminds	us	of	how	Jesus	was	treated:	“Think	of	what	Jesus	went	through;	how	he	put	
up	with	so	much	hatred	from	sinners.”	(Hebrews	12:	4)	

The	gospel-reading	from	Luke	proceeds	to	give	us	an	insight	into	the	anguish	that	Jesus	
experienced	as	he	tried	to	deal	with	the	fate	he	was	convinced	awaited	him.	That	gives	
us	opportunity	to	reflect	on	how	we	cope	with	opposition	when	it	comes	our	way.	We	
know	 that	opposition	 in	one	 shape	or	another	has	already	 crossed	our	path.	What’s	
more,	 if	we	dare	to	 look	at	how	we	dealt	with	 it,	we	will	probably	congratulate,	and	
even	justify,	ourselves	for	giving	back	more	than	we	received.	

But	 first,	 let’s	 not	 forget	 that,	 very	 early	 in	 his	 Gospel,	 Luke	 had	 predicted	 that	
opposition	would	play	a	particular	role	in	Jesus’	life.	When	Mary	and	Joseph	presented	
him	in	the	Temple,	the	prophet	Simeon,	on	blessing	them,	said:	“This	child	is	destined	
to	be	the	downfall	and	the	rise	of	many	in	Israel,	a	sign	that	will	be	opposed…”	(Luke	2:	
24)	 This	 is	 confirmed	by	all	 the	Gospel	writers	who	were	unanimous	 in	pointing	out	



that	Jesus	was	dogged	by	opposition	from	the	religious	leaders	for	the	entirety	of	his	
public	ministry.	Yet,	 it	 is	equally	clear	that	Jesus	had	made	up	his	mind	to	be	true	to	
himself,	 to	 preserve	 his	 personal	 integrity	 no	 matter	 how	 intense	 the	 opposition	
served	up	to	him.	Even	though	he	was	persecuted,	he	did	not	take	it	out	on	others.	He	
seemed	to	have	a	capacity	to	absorb	the	opposition	without	responding	with	harping	
criticism	against	 those	who	were	 the	 source	of	 the	opposition.	 It	 is	 true	 that	he	did	
confront	those	who	opposed	him	and	called	them	names	to	their	face	but	there	was	
nothing	 sneaky	 about	 his	 retorts.	 And	 in	 the	 end,	 he	 alone	 was	 the	 target	 of	 his	
enemies,	he	alone	was	the	one	who	was	executed.	

That	gives	us	cause	to	look	at	ourselves	and	how	we	deal	with	opposition,	for	any	one	
of	 us	 who	 chooses	 to	 walk	 in	 the	 footsteps	 of	 Jesus	 will	 inevitably	 meet	 criticism,	
ridicule	and	opposition	when	we	elect	to	live	with	integrity	and	resist	compromise.	Do	
we	not	catch	ourselves	wanting	to	be	vindictive,	 to	get	even	with	those	who	oppose	
us?	 We	 even	 develop	 hit	 and	 run	 tactics	 in	 our	 efforts	 to	 settle	 the	 score,	 and	
sometimes	hope	that	our	long-running	wars	will	not	come	to	a	hasty	end	and	deprive	
us	from	getting	our	own	back.	

The	 opposition	 that	 Jesus	 offered	 was	 born	 of	 love	 and	 care	 for	 the	 people	 he	
confronted.	The	message	he	proclaimed	was	a	call	to	all	who	heard	him	to	a	change	of	
mind	and	heart.	That	meant	letting	go	of	things	like	adherence	to	the	letter	of	the	law	
rather	than	to	its	spirit.	Legalism	breeds	comfort	and	certainty,	and	blocks	the	way	to	
compassion,	sensitivity	and	tolerance.	`	

Despite	our	coming	to	some	understanding	of	how	Jesus	dealt	with	opposition,	there	is	
still	 some	 confusion	 or	 ambiguity	 about	 his	 assertion	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 today’s	
gospel-reading:	“I	have	come	to	set	the	earth	on	fire,	and	how	I	wish	it	were	already	
ablaze!	I	have	a	baptism	to	receive.	What	anguish	I	feel	till	it	is	over!”	(Luke	12:	49-50)	
Jesus	is	hardly	talking	about	the	fire	of	destruction	that	James	and	John	wanted	to	call	
down	on	the	inhospitable	Samarians	(Luke	9:	52-56).	But	it	may	have	something	to	do	
with	letting	loose	the	Spirit	of	God	in	a	world	that	needed	to	be	turned	upside	down.	
Surely	 Jesus	 was	 using	 “fire”	 metaphorically	 as	 an	 agent	 of	 purification.	 Moreover,	
when	Jesus	was	baptised	in	the	Jordan,	John	the	Baptist	asserted	that	Jesus	would	one	
day	“baptise	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	fire.”	(Luke	3:	16)	I	suggest	that	the	urgency	
in	Jesus	as	he	proclaimed	that	he	had	come	“to	bring	fire	to	the	earth”	arose	from	the	
fact	 that	 he	 had	 discovered	 a	 world	 that	 was	 scarred	 and	 broken,	 a	 world	 built	 on	
systems	that	had	kept	people	oppressed	by	poverty	and	injustice.	He	had	come	not	to	
disturb	a	world	of	peace	and	contentment	but	one	that	had	settled	into	systems	that	
abused	and	exploited	people.	In	the	long	run,	it	is	context	that	makes	it	clear	that	his	
intent	was	 to	 fire	 up	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	world,	 especially	 their	 leaders,	 to	 claim	
their	 responsibility	 and	 dignity	 as	 sisters	 and	 brothers	 to	 one	 another,	 and	 set	 their	
minds	and	hearts	on	justice,	equality,	compassion	and	all	the	other	values	that	would	
identify	them	as	truly	human.	

In	 this	 context,	 it	 is	 worth	 recalling	 the	 personal	 transformation	 that	 took	 place	 in	
Moses	when	he	was	confronted	by	the	fire	of	God	in	the	burning	bush.	He	was	drawn	
into	conflict	with	 the	Pharaoh	not	 for	 the	 sake	of	a	 fight	with	 the	 ruler	of	Egypt	but	
because	he	was	fired	with	the	urgency	to	bring	liberation	and	self-determination	to	a	
people	oppressed	by	servitude.	Jesus’	integrity	demanded	that	he	shake	and	disturb	a	
world	of	abuse	and	oppression	that	was	keeping	people	locked	in	by	a	religious	system	
that	was	moribund	and	self-serving.	He	was	calling	humanity	to	open	their	minds	and	
hearts	to	the	fire	of	God’s	Spirit.	There’s	a	wake-up	call	to	us,	too!		



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 
relatives and friends of our Parish 
Communities for whom prayers have 
been requested: 

 

Recently Deceased: Helen Rose, Fr Theo Arrivoli, Gener T. 
Mendoza 

Anniversaries: Nonie Rowan, John Cummins 

Our sick relatives & friends 

Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s 
brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry 
Williams, Moira Devine, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, 
Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara,  David 
Molina, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, John 
Walker, Holly Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren 
Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, 
Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Richard 
Meagher and all who are ill or struggling as a result of the 
Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.   

 Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

 Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

 If you are Coeliac or Gluten Intolerant 
we have low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of Christ 
in Communion. 

Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest celebrating Mass to 
receive Communion. 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

-Holy Day of Obligation 

Tomorrow, Monday 15th August is the 
Solemnity The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin -  a Holy Day of Obligation.   

Mass of the Solemnity will be celebrated 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church 9.30am & 
7.30pm.  OLOL Primary students will be 
joining us for 9.30am Mass. 

Mass of the Solemnity will be celebrated at St Michael’s 
Church at 9.15am & 7.30pm. 

 
 

 1st Reconciliation.      1st Eucharist

Online Registration is closes this weekend for those who 
wish their children to receive the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Communion at Our Lady of Lourdes for 
2022: Link:  https://forms.gle/kz6SqPQ3eb9kR2Bb8  

 QR Code:  
 

 

 

The compulsory Parent information evening will be held 

at Our Lady of Lourdes Open Learning Centre this 

Tuesday 16th August at 7.30pm.  
 

 

Western Sydney Community Sleepout 

On Friday night, 19th August, St Vincent de Paul will be 
conducting its Community Sleepout which aims to raise 
donations targeted at helping alleviate homelessness in 
Western Sydney. Participants will be sleeping “rough” to 
experience conditions of discomfort that will mirror the 
physical discomfort experienced by some in our 
community.  

Colette Rajan and Stefan Boffa from Our Lady of 
Lourdes have signed up to raise much needed funds for 
this worthy cause. If you would like to support Collette 
or Stefan in their fundraising efforts, you may scan one 
of the QR codes below to take you to their fundraising 
page. 

Colette Rajan   Stefan Boffa 

 
 God bless you and keep you warm and safe this 

winter. 
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 

13th August 2022, 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
https://youtu.be/XMoxU5SqcvM 

20th August 2022, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
https://youtu.be/aLSkxvgLceA 

27th August 2022, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
https://youtu.be/MQp0f99mAwU 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

19th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 13th August 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm Roland Barros Peter Steele Maureen Steele Nicole Whittaker 

 14th August Sunday 9.30am Anthony Pope Frangee Ampil Janina Starkey 
Louise Ryall 
Marlene Murrow 

20th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 20th August 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Vassett Paul Lewis Zelda Booth Sonia Tannous 

 21st August Sunday 9.30am John O’Grady Chris Luther Christine Coxall 
Janina Starkey 
Kay Bull 

https://forms.gle/kz6SqPQ3eb9kR2Bb8
https://youtu.be/XMoxU5SqcvM
https://youtu.be/aLSkxvgLceA
https://youtu.be/MQp0f99mAwU


PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY AUGUST 12 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult COVID and flu-like times.  

A reminder that masks are available from the front of the Church, should you wish to wear one. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 15 – SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION: A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

On Monday we celebrate the Assumption of Mary, which, along with Christmas Day, is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Mass times for the Assumption: 

 

 9.15am   St Michael’s  

 9.30am  Our Lady of Lourdes – OLOL School will also be attending this Mass 

 12noon  St Michael’s – St Michael’s School will also be attending 

 7.30pm  St Michael’s 

 7.30pm  Our Lady of Lourdes 

There will be no livestreaming of Mass on this day. 

RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION AT OLOL 

Registration for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Communion at Our Lady of Lourdes finishes on 
Sunday. 

The Parents’ Information evening will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday August 16th in the Open Learning area at 
OLOL School. 

DEACON ANDREW CALLED TO ORDINATION AS PRIEST 

Bishop Vincent will ordain Deacon Andrew to the priesthood at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta at 7.30pm 
on Friday, August 26th. All are invited to attend this Mass. We congratulate him on this call. 

The newly-ordained priest will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at St Padre Pio Church, Howell Drive, 
Glenmore Park on Saturday, 27 August at 1pm. Further details to be advised. 

PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 

At this stage, this group will meet on Thursday, 18 August 2022 at 7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Centre. 

Please pray for the group and its work. 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on 
YOUTUBE after that is https://youtu.be/XMoxU5SqcvM Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. 
Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every week. 

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL – Weekend of 3-4 September 

Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests is traditionally held on Father’s Day, this year 
being the weekend of Sunday 4 September. This annual appeal raises much needed funds for our Diocese’s 
Clergy Support Foundation to continue its work of supporting retired clergy and those in ill-health. 

https://youtu.be/XMoxU5SqcvM


The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese – 1 bishop, 18 priests and 2 deacons. This year’s 
appeal will highlight the faithful service of our retired clergy, and in particular, Mons John Boyle, Fr Chris 
Dixon and Fr Bob Sheridan. 

With your enthusiastic support for our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, our Clergy Support Foundation can 
better care for our 21 retired priests and those clergy who are unwell, giving them comfort, professional 
health care, and guidance. 

FR ZVONIMIR ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 

Fr Zvonimir will be celebrating 50 years of priestly ministry with a Mass at Stanhope Gardens on Sunday 28 
August at 10.30am. Full details in the bulletin. 

THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA IS HEADING TO WYD23 IN LISBON 

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 21 – 
August 11, 2023. Young people 16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn more at www.parrawyd.org 
and register for the upcoming Launch Event featuring Fr Rob Galea on August 18. For all enquiries contact 
James Camden, Head Mission Engagement  james.camden@parracatholic.org 

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 4 

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council deliberations, we are presenting the various 
Acts and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided the Introduction to 
the document. 

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 4: Witnessing to the Equal Dignity of Women and Men 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased:   

Fr Theo Arrivoli, Leonard Tan, Joyce Paggao-Larsen, John Westerink, Rey Reyers, Jim Costello, 

Ampora Ballson 

Anniversary: 

Stanley & Beryl D’Souza, Catalina R. Alvarez, Paul Boguradzki, Ted Jessing 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

 For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

http://www.parrawyd.org/
mailto:james.camden@parracatholic.org
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 
 

PARISH DISCERNMENT - SWOT ANALYSIS 

You may have noticed in Fr Wim’s Updates recently, 
reference to The Parish Working Group. 

This group of parishioners representing both Parish 
Communities is currently undertaking a Discernment 
Process with the aim of making not just good decisions 
but inspired decisions for the Parish of Baulkham Hills as 
we move forward and develop a stronger, more vibrant 
parish, sensitive to the action of God in our lives and our 
communities.  God’s desire is that we should be joyful 
and at peace, feeling that we are in the right place and 
moving in the right direction. 

As part of the discernment process we are doing what 
we call a SWOT Analysis. This process is asking each of 
our parishioners to identify Strengths, Weakness, 
Opportunities & Threats within our Parish Communities 
with the hope that the response will assist us in fulfilling 
our Vision, Hopes and Goals as we listen to the Holy 
Spirit and what he is asking of us. 

The SWOT Analysis sheet has been included in the 
digital copy of the OLOL Bulletin this weekend and there 
are copies of the analysis sheet at the back of the 
church.  

We invite you to take home a copy of the sheet or print 
a copy from the digital bulletin and return it to us. This 

is an anonymous process inviting you to provide an  

honest response. Analysis Sheets can be returned to 
the church or the OLOL Office. 

Knowing Jesus Daily Devotional Videos 

You cannot become what you do not know. Join us as we 
seek to dive deep into the life of Jesus to expand our 
understanding of who He is and help us live and become 
more like Him. 

This FREE Daily Devotional series is presented by Bruce 
Downes, known as The Catholic Guy, and starts 
on Monday 15 August. 

Receive these short, practical, and inspiring Daily 
Devotional videos into your inbox to help you explore and 
understand who Jesus really is! 
Sign up today: BruceDownes.org/knowingJesus/ or go 
to our website BruceDownes.org 

For further information and Registration:  Please Contact 
Rita Chater at Catholic care on 8843 2500 
or rita.chater@ccss.org.au   

 

Catholic Women’s League 

Catholic Women's League will meet 

this Friday, 19th August at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish Centre at 10.00am or following 
9.30am Parish Mass.  
 
New members are always welcome.   Please join us. 

 

 

WYD23 Express Expressions of 

Interest  

The Diocese of Parramatta invites 
young people across Western 
Sydney and the Blue Mountains to 
join them on its official pilgrimage 

to the 16th International World Youth Day in Lisbon, 
Portugal, in August 2023. 

The Diocesan pilgrimage will take place over 22 days 
from 21 July to 11 August 2023 and will include visits to 
France, Spain and Portugal before a time of retreat in 
Assisi, Italy. 

All young people are invited to our official launch event 
on 18 August. To register for the launch event and to 
express your interest, visit parrawyd.org 

More information will be revealed over the coming 
weeks or contact:    
 james.camden@parracatholic.org  
 

Altar Server Training Course 

Would you like to become an Altar 

Server? 

Have you received the Sacrament of 

1st Eucharist? 
 
 Girls and boys who have received the 
Sacrament of 1st Eucharist are invited to 
join the Ministry of Altar Servers.  

Due to COVID 19 we have been unable to train any new 
Altar Servers in recent years and would really love to bring 
our children back to this ministry.  

If your child is interested in training for this special ministry 
please complete the expression of Interest Form (available 
at the back of the church) and return to the OLOL Parish 
Office at your earliest convenience so that we can arrange 
suitable times for training. 

Upcoming webinar to unpack the Plenary Decree on 

Deacons and Women 

What? Hear from international experts on the 
permanent diaconate and women's diaconal ministry. 
Share with each other as we celebrate the first to be 
given the title of deacon in the Bible: St Phoebe. 

When? Saturday September 3rd, 2022  
10.00am-12.00pm  

Phyllis Zagano: Who was St Phoebe and how does her 
ministry inspire us today?  

Deacon Anthony Gooley: What are the hopes for the 
ministry of the permanent diaconate since Vatican II? 
Breakout rooms leading to moderated discussion and 
response from former ABC presenter, Genevieve Jacobs 

AM 

Register for Zoom Link (Free) 

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/  

http://brucedownes.org/knowingJesus/
http://brucedownes.org/
mailto:rita.chater@ccss.org.au
mailto:james.camden@parracatholic.org
https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/


PARISH	OF	BAULKHAM	HILLS	
	

SWOT	ANALYSIS	SHEET	

Please	return	SWOT	Analysis	Sheet	to	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Church	or	Parish	Office.	
	or	via	Email:	olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au		

	

STRENGTHS	

• What	do	we	currently	do	well?	

WEAKNESS	

• What	do	we	currently	not	do	well?	
• Where	can	we	improve?	

OPPORTUNITIES	

• What	are	other	Churches	doing	well	that	we	could	
adopt/adapt?	

• What	resources	are	available	that	we	haven’t	
considered	yet?	

THREATS	

• What	could	derail	our	plans?	



 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

 

 

View the Diocesan synthesis for the Synod of 

Bishops 

All are invited to VIEW the online version of the 
synthesis from the Diocese of Parramatta Writing 
Committee for the Synod of Bishops 2023. 
Visit https://parracatholic.org/synod-of-
bishops/ and email met@parracatholic.org with your 
reflections. The Diocese of Parramatta is a ‘listening 
Church’ we invite continued dialogue through both 
the website and direct email address. 

          Adult Confirmation 2022           

A Catechesis and Formation Day for those Adult 
candidates interested in receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation this year will be on  

Date: Saturday 20th August, 
Time:  9.30am – 2.00pm  
Venue: Bede Heather Centre (Downstairs Hall) 
 1‐5 Marion Street, Blacktown 

A light lunch will be provided on the day. It is 
recommended that all sponsors attend the 
catechesis.  

Positions Vacant: 

• ICT Service Desk Analyst (full-time, 6-12 initial 
contract) – Diocese of Parramatta – Applications 
close 10pm Sunday 14 August. 

• Credo Youth Groups Coordinator – St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Parish, Parramatta – Applications close 
Friday 19 August at 5pm. 

• Accounts Officer – Diocese of Parramatta –
 Applications close 10pm Sunday 21 August 2022. 

• Chaplaincy Coordinator – CatholicCare Western 
Sydney and the Blue Mountains – Applications 
close 10pm Sunday 28 August 

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 

Mission Enhancement Team News… 

 

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

https://parracatholic.org/synod-of-bishops/
https://parracatholic.org/synod-of-bishops/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
http://parracatholic.org/employment


ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – TOPIC 4 
 

WITNESSING TO THE EQUAL DIGNITY OF WOMEN AND MEN 
 

1. God’s word speaks clearly of the equal dignity of women and men: “So God created humankind 
in his image . . . male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27). For Christians specifically, “there 
is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). In the 
Church, all people receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit that are mediated through our baptism: “There 
is one faith, one baptism, one God and father of all” (Ephesians 4: 4-6). 

2. Scripture calls the Church to recognize the equal dignity of women and men and to esteem 
their contributions. Throughout history, the Church has looked to Mary the Mother of God as a 
model for every human person and the model for Christian discipleship. At the close of the Second 
Vatican Council, Pope Saint Paul VI spoke of the “hour of woman,” (Paul VI, Address to Women, 8 
December 1965) recognizing the unique contribution that women make in the life of society and 
the Church. This has been true in the history of the Catholic Church in Australia. Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop, Eileen O’Connor, Mary Glowrey, and Caroline Chisholm are examples of 
faith-filled women who have made outstanding contributions to society and to Catholic life, 
often against significant odds. 

3. In his Letter to Women, Pope Saint John Paul II apologised for harm caused to women, and he called 
us to ensure the personal dignity and rights of women are protected and upheld as well as 
recognising the unique gifts they contribute to building up a healthy Church and society. In 
particular, he called us to work to overcome the cultural assumptions of inequality: 

Women's dignity has often been unacknowledged and their prerogatives 
misrepresented; they have often been relegated to the margins of society and 
even reduced to servitude. This has prevented women from truly being 
themselves and it has resulted in a spiritual impoverishment of humanity. 
Certainly, it is no easy task to assign the blame for this, considering the many 
kinds of cultural conditioning which down the centuries have shaped ways of 
thinking and acting. And if objective blame, especially in particular historical 
contexts, has belonged to not just a few members of the Church, for this I am 
truly sorry. John Paul (John Paul II, Letter to Women, 29 June 1995, n. 3) 

4. From the beginning of the twentieth century, a growing awareness of the equal dignity of women 
and men has reshaped Australian social and political life. Nonetheless, disregard for the equal 
dignity of women and men persists in society and the Church. There is still much to be done. 

5. The Plenary Council has heard from women of varied experiences in the Church today. Sometimes 
women are joyful, happy, and thriving in their service to Christ and the Church. Other times 
women experience barriers and a lack of support in seeking to offer their gifts in service of the 
Gospel, which has caused frustration and disappointment. Authentic witness to the equal dignity of 
women and men requires addressing issues of power, authority, and the freedom of persons to 
decide and act on their decisions with informed consciences. We need to deepen our 
understanding of the human person, to appreciate more fully the gifts that women and men 
together bring to the life of the Church. This will require scriptural and theological formation 
and catechesis at the parish, diocesan, eparchial, and national levels. Here too, there is much work 
to be done. 

6. In light of the above and aware of the extent of the ongoing challenges, this Plenary Council 
commits the Church in Australia to acting in ways that witness clearly to the equal dignity of 
women and men, with their diverse gifts and experiences. It commits the Church to enhancing the 
role of women in the Church, and to overcoming assumptions, culture, practices and language 
that lead to inequality. 

 
 
DECREE 



 

The Plenary Council decrees: 
 
Article 1 

That the Plenary Council commits the Church in Australia to ensuring: 

a. through formal policies and intentional practice, the experiences and perspectives of women, 
including women who exercise ministry, are heard, considered and valued at local, diocesan 
and national levels. This is particularly important for matters which affect them distinctively; 

b. that women are appropriately represented in decision-making structures of Church 
governance at the parish, diocese or eparchy, and national level, and in Church agencies, 
entities, and organisations; 

c. that dioceses and eparchies recognise and value publicly, and properly remunerate, women 
who lead and serve in the Church in various ways. 

Article 2 

That each Australian diocese and eparchy commits to supporting, with appropriate formation and 
recognition, new opportunities for women to participate in ministries that engage with the most 
important aspects of diocesan and parish life. 

Article 3 

That the Plenary Council commits the Church in Australia to implementing more fully the 
undertakings made by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in their Social Justice Statement, 
Woman and Man: The Bishops Respond (2000), in response to the research report Woman and Man: 
One in Christ Jesus (1999). 

Article 4 

That, should the universal law of the Church be modified to authorize the diaconate for women, 
the Plenary Council recommends that the Australian Bishops examine how best to implement it in 
the context of the Church in Australia. 
 
The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of 
Australia in accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the traditions of each 
church sui iuris. 
 
In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this decree is not to be promulgated until it has 
been reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic Record and the 
website of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance with its usual practice. The decrees 
will oblige six months after promulgation. 
 

 





Luke 12:49-53 © Creative Ministry Resources

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Jesus made it clear to his disciples that 
believing in him would lead to division.  

Circle the words below that can help us to 
deal with conflict in a positive way

Do you _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that  I  

am here to _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _  

on _ _ _ _ _?  No,  but rather,  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

peace
division

suppose

earth

Use the words below to find out what 
Jesus said to his disciples.

Commitment  and  ConflictCommitment  and  Conflict

Respect
Forgive

Shout
Listen
Ignore

Courage

Blame

Argue bring

Draw a picture of Jesus from one of  
the following bible stories where he was  
in conflict with others...



 



 





 
even representing our Catholic 

Church in Rome, the time came for Monsignor John Boyle to retire. However, he can still be found most 
Sundays, celebrating Mass and chatting with parishioners, in Churches throughout Western Sydney 

 
 

I’m prepared to do anything our Father’s Church asks – I’m more than happy. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
This Father’s Day, we’re reminded of the infinite blessings we’ve been given through the caring, 
unconditional love of the father figures in our lives. This includes our family and parish priests, 
whose steadfast support and kind-hearted love has guided and shaped us into who we are today. 
 

 
With your kind support, our Clergy Health and Wellbeing team can make sure that when the time 
comes, our priests’ physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing will be nurtured, and they will receive 
the practical support needed to transition to a comfortable and dignified retirement. 
 

  





WEBINAR EVENT

FEAST OF
ST PHOEBE

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/

REGISTER FOR ZOOM LINK (FREE):

DR PHYLLIS ZAGANO

REV ASSOC PROF ANTHONY GOOLEY

Phyllis Zagano is an internationally acclaimed
Catholic scholar and lecturer on contemporary
spirituality and women's issues in the church. Her
award-winning books include Holy Saturday: An
Argument for the Restoration of the Female Diaconate
in the Catholic Church, Women Deacons? Essays with
Answers and Women: Icons of Christ. 

She belonged to the 2016-2018 Papal Commission for
the Study of the Diaconate of Women. She holds a
research appointment at Hofstra University,
Hempstead, New York.

Anthony Gooley is Associate Dean (Courses) and
Head of Leadership and Theology at BBI – The
Australian Institute of Theological Education. He is a
deacon of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, living and
ministering in the diocese of Broken Bay. He has
written and spoken on the diaconate in Australia and
overseas. 

The ancient ministry of women deacons and
restoration of this ministry is a significant point of
interest in the Catholic Church at present. Some of
this he explores in his book Deacons Today: New
Wine, New Wineskins. Coventry Press: Bayswater.
2019

WHAT?

WHEN?

Hear from international experts on the
permanent diaconate and women's diaconal
ministry. Share with each other as we
celebrate the first to be given the title of
deacon in the Bible: St Phoebe.

Saturday September 3rd, 2022
10am-12pm AEST, 8am-10am AWST

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS
EXPLORING THE DIACONATE

PROGRAM
Introductions, Acknowledgement, Prayer
Phyllis Zagano: Who was St Phoebe and
how does her ministry inspire us today?
Deacon Anthony Gooley: What are the
hopes for the ministry of the permanent
diaconate since Vatican II?
Breakout rooms leading to moderated
discussion and response from former 
ABC presenter, Genevieve Jacobs AM
 
                               Supported by:

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/

	Altar Server Training Course

