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VIGILANT	SERVICE	 	 	 	 ~	A	Reflection	by	Pope	Francis	
In	 today’s	 Gospel	 passage,	 Jesus	 calls	 his	 disciples	 to	 be	
continually	 vigilant.	 Why?	 In	 order	 to	 understand	 God’s	
transition	 in	one’s	 life	because	God	continually	passes	 through	
life.	And	he	indicates	the	manners	in	which	to	live	this	vigilance	
properly:	 “Let	 your	 loins	 be	 girded	 and	 your	 lamps	 burning”.	
This	is	the	way.	First	and	foremost,	“the	loins	girded”,	an	image	
that	 evokes	 the	 attitude	 of	 the	 pilgrim,	 ready	 to	 set	 out	 on	 a	
journey.	 It	 is	 a	 case	 of	 not	 putting	 down	 roots	 in	 comfortable	

and	 reassuring	 dwellings	 but	 rather	 to	 surrender	 oneself,	 to	 be	 open	with	 simplicity	
and	trust	to	God’s	passage	in	our	 lives,	to	the	will	of	God	who	guides	us	towards	the	
next	destination.	The	Lord	always	walks	with	us	and	often	he	takes	us	by	the	hand,	to	
guide	us	so	that	we	do	not	err	on	this	journey	that	is	so	di	cult.	Indeed,	those	who	trust	
in	God	know	well	that	the	life	of	faith	is	not	something	static,	but	rather	dynamic!	The	
life	 of	 faith	 is	 a	 continuous	 journey	 towards	 ever	 new	 phases	 that	 the	 Lord	 himself	
points	out	to	us	day	by	day.	Because	he	 is	 the	Lord	of	surprises,	 the	Lord	of	novelty,	
indeed	of	true	newness.	
And	 then	—	 the	 first	manner	was	 “the	 loins	 girded”	—	next	 there	 is	 the	 request	 to	
keep	 the	 “lamps	 burning”	 in	 order	 to	 be	 able	 to	 light	 up	 the	 darkness	 of	 the	 night.	
Thus,	we	are	invited	to	live	an	authentic	and	mature	faith	capable	of	 illuminating	the	
many	 “nights”	 of	 our	 lives.	 We	 know,	 we	 have	 all	 had	 some	 days	 which	 were	 real	
spiritual	nights.	The	lamp	of	faith	requires	being	continuously	nourished	by	the	heart-
to-heart	 encounter	 with	 Jesus	 in	 prayer	 and	 in	 listening	 to	 his	 Word.	 I	 return	 to	
something	I	have	said	to	you	many	times:	always	carry	a	small	Gospel	in	your	pocket,	
in	 your	 bag,	 to	 read.	 It	 is	 an	 encounter	 with	 Jesus,	 with	 Jesus’	Word.	 This	 lamp	 of	
encounter	with	Jesus	in	prayer	and	in	his	Word	is	entrusted	to	us	for	the	good	of	all:	
thus	 nobody	 can	pull	 back	 in	 an	 intimist	way	 in	 the	 certainty	 of	 one’s	 salvation,	 not	
interested	in	others.	It	is	a	fantasy	to	believe	that	one	can	illuminate	oneself	within,	on	
one’s	own.	No,	it	is	a	fantasy.	Real	faith	opens	the	heart	to	our	neighbour	and	urges	us	
towards	concrete	communion	with	our	brothers,	especially	with	those	in	need.	
And	 in	 order	 to	 help	 us	 understand	 this	 attitude,	 Jesus	 recounts	 the	 parable	 of	 the	
servants	who	await	the	return	of	their	master	from	the	marriage	feast,	thus	presenting	
another	aspect	of	vigilance:	being	ready	for	the	last	and	definitive	encounter	with	the	
Lord.	Each	of	us	will	encounter,	will	find	him/herself	in	that	day	of	encounter.	Each	of	
us	 has	 his	 own	 date	 for	 the	 definitive	 encounter.	 The	 Lord	 says:	 “Blessed	 are	 those	
servants	whom	the	master	finds	awake	when	he	comes;	...	 If	he	comes	in	the	second	
watch,	 or	 in	 the	 third,	 and	 	 finds	 them	 so,	 blessed	 are	 those	 servants!”.	With	 these	
words	 the	 Lord	 reminds	us	 that	 life	 is	 a	 journey	 towards	 eternity;	 therefore,	we	 are	
called	 to	employ	all	 the	 talents	 that	we	have,	without	ever	 forgetting	 that	 “here	we	
have	 no	 lasting	 city,	 but	 we	 seek	 the	 city	 which	 is	 to	 come”	 (Heb	 13:14).	 In	 this	
perspective,	 every	 instant	 becomes	 precious,	 and	 thus	we	must	 live	 and	 act	 on	 this	
earth,	 while	 longing	 for	 Heaven:	 our	 feet	 on	 the	 ground,	 walking	 on	 the	 ground,	
working	on	the	ground,	doing	good	on	the	ground	and	the	heart	longing	for	Heaven.	
We	cannot	truly	understand	in	what	this	supreme	joy	consists.	However,	Jesus	lets	us	
sense	 it	 with	 the	 analogy	 of	 the	master	who,	 finding	 his	 servants	 still	 awake	 on	 his	
return:	“will	gird	himself	and	have	them	sit	at	table,	and	he	will	come	and	serve	them”.	
The	eternal	joy	in	heaven	is	manifested	this	way:	the	situation	will	be	reversed	and	it	
will	 no	 longer	 be	 the	 servants,	 that	 is,	we	who	will	 serve	God,	 but	 God	 himself	will	
place	himself	at	our	 service.	And	 Jesus	does	 this	as	of	now:	 Jesus	prays	 for	us,	 Jesus	
looks	at	us	and	prays	to	the	Father	for	us.	Jesus	serves	us	now.	He	is	our	servant.	And	
this	 will	 be	 the	 definitive	 joy.	 The	 thought	 of	 the	 final	 encounter	 with	 the	 Father,	
abundant	 in	mercy,	 	 fills	 us	with	hope	and	 stirs	 us	 to	 constant	 commitment,	 for	our	
sanctification	and	for	the	building	of	a	more	just	and	fraternal	world.	
	

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 § olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

§	www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au	



	
NINETEENTH	SUNDAY	IN	ORDINARY	TIME	

Entrance	Antiphon:	 	 	

Look	to	your	covenant,	O	Lord,	
and	forget	not	the	life	of	your	poor	ones	for	ever.	
Arise,	O	God,	and	defend	your	cause,	
and	forget	not	the	cries	of	those	who	seek	you.	

First	Reading	 	 	 Wis	18:6-9	

A	reading	from	the	book	of	Wisdom	

Just	as	you	struck	our	enemies,	you	made	us	glorious	by	
calling	us	to	you.	

That	night	had	been	foretold	to	our	ancestors,		
so	that,		
once	 they	 saw	what	 kind	 of	 oaths	 they	 had	 put	 their	
trust	in,		
they	would	joyfully	take	courage.	
This	was	the	expectation	of	your	people,	
the	 saving	 of	 the	 virtuous	 and	 the	 ruin	 of	 their	
enemies;	
for	by	the	same	act	with	which	you	took	vengeance	on	
our	foes	
you	made	us	glorious	by	calling	us	to	you.	
The	devout	children	of	worthy	men	offered	sacrifice	in	
secret	
and	this	divine	pact	they	struck	with	one	accord:	
that	 the	 saints	 would	 share	 the	 same	 blessings	 and	
dangers	alike;	
and	 forthwith	 they	 had	 begun	 to	 chant	 the	 hymns	 of	
the	fathers.		

Responsorial	Psalm	

Response:	Happy	the	people	the	Lord	has	chosen	to	be	
	 	 his	own.	

1.	 Ring	out	your	joy	to	the	Lord,	O	you	just;	 	
	 for	praise	is	fitting	for	loyal	hearts.	
	 They	are	happy,	whose	God	is	the	Lord,	
	 the	people	he	has	chosen	as	his	own.		

Response:	Happy	the	people	the	Lord	has	chosen	to	be	
	 	 his	own.	

2.	 The	Lord	looks	on	those	who	revere	him,	 	
	 on	those	who	hope	in	his	love,	
	 to	rescue	their	souls	from	death,	
	 to	keep	them	alive	in	famine.		

Response:	Happy	the	people	the	Lord	has	chosen	to	be	
	 	 his	own.	

3.	 Our	soul	is	waiting	for	the	Lord.	 	
	 The	Lord	is	our	help	and	our	shield.	
	 May	your	love	be	upon	us,	O	Lord,	
	 as	we	place	all	our	hope	in	you.		

Response:	Happy	the	people	the	Lord	has	chosen	to	be	
	 	 his	own.	

 
 
 
 

 
Second	Reading (Shorter Form) 

Heb	11:1-2,	8-12	

A	reading	from	the	letter	to	the	Hebrews	

Only	 faith	can	guarantee	 the	blessings	 that	we	hope	
for,	 or	 prove	 the	 existence	 of	 the	 realities	 that	 at	
present	 remain	 unseen.	 It	 was	 for	 faith	 that	 our	
ancestors	were	commended.	

It	was	 by	 faith	 that	 Abraham	 obeyed	 the	 call	 to	 set	
out	 for	 a	 country	 that	 was	 the	 inheritance	 given	 to	
him	and	his	descendants,	and	that	he	set	out	without	
knowing	where	he	was	going.	By	faith	he	arrived,	as	a	
foreigner,	 in	the	Promised	Land,	and	lived	there	as	if	
in	a	strange	country,	with	Isaac	and	Jacob,	who	were	
heirs	with	him	of	the	same	promise.	They	lived	there	
in	 tents	 while	 he	 looked	 forward	 to	 a	 city	 founded,	
designed	and	built	by	God.	

It	 was	 equally	 by	 faith	 that	 Sarah,	 in	 spite	 of	 being	
past	the	age,	was	made	able	to	conceive,	because	she	
believed	 that	 he	who	 had	made	 the	 promise	would	
be	faithful	to	it.	Because	of	this,	there	came	from	one	
man,	 and	 one	 who	 was	 already	 as	 good	 as	 dead	
himself,	more	descendants	than	could	be	counted,	as	
many	as	the	stars	of	heaven	or	the	grains	of	sand	on	
the	seashore.	

Gospel	Acclamation	 	 	

Alleluia,	alleluia!	
Be	watchful	and	ready:	
You	know	not	when	the	Son	of	Man	is	coming.	
Alleluia!	

Gospel	 (Shorter	From)	 	 																		Lk	12:35-40	

A	reading	from	the	holy	Gospel	according	to	Luke	

See	that	you	are	prepared.	

Jesus	said	to	his	disciples:	‘See	that	you	are	dressed	for	
action	and	have	your	 lamps	 lit.	Be	 like	men	waiting	 for	
their	master	to	return	from	the	wedding	feast,	ready	to	
open	the	door	as	soon	as	he	comes	and	knocks.	Happy	
those	servants	whom	the	master	 finds	awake	when	he	
comes.	 I	 tell	 you	solemnly,	he	will	put	on	an	apron,	 sit	
them	down	at	table	and	wait	on	them.	It	may	be	in	the	
second	watch	he	comes,	or	in	the	third,	but	happy	those	
servants	 if	he	finds	them	ready.	You	may	be	quite	sure	
of	this,	that	if	the	householder	had	known	at	what	hour	
the	burglar	would	come,	he	would	not	have	let	anyone	
break	through	the	wall	of	his	house.	You	too	must	stand	
ready,	because	the	Son	of	Man	is	coming	at	an	hour	you	
do	not	expect.’	

Communion	Antiphon	 	 	 	

O	Jerusalem,	glorify	the	Lord,	
who	gives	you	your	fill	of	finest	wheat.	

	
	
	
	
	



REFLECTION	FOR	NINETEENTH	SUNDAY	IN	ORDINARY	TIME	–	YEAR	C	
	

JULIAN	MCDONALD	CFC	AO	
	

“It	was	for	faith	that	our	ancestors	were	commended.	It	was	by	faith	that	Abraham	
obeyed	the	call	to	set	out	for	a	country	that	was	the	inheritance	given	to	him	and	
his	 descendants,	 and	 that	 he	 set	 out	 without	 knowing	 where	 he	 was	 going.”	
Hebrews	11:	1-2;	8-12		

	
	“Happy	 those	 servants	whom	 the	master	 finds	 awake	when	 he	 comes.	 I	 tell	 you	
solemnly,	he	will	put	on	an	apron,	sit	them	down	at	table	and	wait	on	them.”	Luke	
12,	32-48		

	
Prominent	among	the	multiple	themes	woven	into	the	readings	of	this	Sunday	are	those	
of	 living	 in	 faith	and	 trust,	and	making	 responsible	use	of	 the	gifts	with	which	God	has	
entrusted	us.	The	opening	sentence	of	the	reading	from	Hebrews	defines	what	it	means	
to	 live	by	 faith:	 “Faith”,	 the	 author	writes	 “is	 confident	 assurance	 concerning	what	we	
hope	for,	and	conviction	about	things	we	do	not	see.”	(New	American	Bible,	Hebrews	11:	
1-2)	The	 rest	of	 that	 chapter	proceeds	 to	 list	 our	 ancestral	 giants	who	 lived	 faith-filled	
lives,	and	concludes	that	the	list	would	not	be	complete	if	it	did	not	include	us	who,	like	
all	those	before	us,	know	that	living	by	faith	is	sometimes	a	real	struggle.	Moreover,	we	
can	add	to	the	 list	 in	Hebrews	 faith-filled	women	and	men	beside	whom	we	have	 lived	
and	worked	 in	 the	 course	 of	 our	 lives	 so	 far.	 They	 are	 the	 ordinary	 “saints”	who	have	
encouraged,	 loved	 and	 inspired	 us	 in	 our	 struggles	 to	 be	 faithful,	 especially	 when	 we	
have	 struggled	 to	 cope	with	 the	 unexpected	 griefs,	 troubles	 and	 disappointments	 that	
come	and	have	come	our	way.	Our	experience	has	already	taught	us	that	the	promises	of	
God,	about	which	Jesus	taught	us,	will	not	be	fulfilled	this	side	of	the	grave.	Yet	it	is	our	
faith	and	trust	in	our	loving	God	that	keeps	us	keeping	on.		

Another	 translation	of	 the	opening	 line	of	 today’s	second	reading	 from	Hebrews	reads:	
“To	have	faith	is	to	be	sure	of	the	things	for	which	we	hope,	to	be	certain	of	the	things	
we	 cannot	 see	 (Hebrews	 11:	 1).	 If	 we	 care	 to	 reflect	 on	 this	 a	 little,	 we	 can	 come	 to	
appreciate	that	our	faith	is	not	a	totally	blind	phenomenon.	We	actually	shape	something	
in	our	mind	that	is	a	picture	of	what	we	think	will	happen	to	us.	It	is	that	on	which	we	pin	
our	hopes.	 In	his	book	Man’s	Search	 for	Meaning,	 the	Austrian	Holocaust-Survivor	and	
psychiatrist,	 Viktor	 Frankl	wrote	 that	 prisoners	 in	 concentration	 camps	 survived	only	 if	



they	 created	 in	 their	 minds	 a	 future	 which	 they	 could	 realistically	 envision	 and	 hope	
would	 be	 fulfilled.	 Conversely,	 it	 also	 requires	 imagination	 to	 envision	 things	 that	 we	
believe	 will	 dishearten	 us.	 People	 who	walk	 out	 of	 their	marriage	 or	 away	 from	 their	
religion	 imagine	 a	bleak	 future,	 a	 future	 in	which	 they	 are	unable	 to	hope.	 So,	 it’s	 not	
only	 faith	 that	 is	 founded	 on	 a	 vision	 of	 the	 unseen	 God.	 Lack	 of	 faith	 is	 built	 on	 an	
unseen	 vision	 of	 gloom.	 The	 Abraham	 we	 hear	 about	 in	 Hebrews	 did	 not	 know	 in	
advance	 the	 land	he	was	 to	 inherit.	He	probably	 started	 to	 imagine	what	 it	might	 look	
like.	 He	 had	 the	 faith	 to	 keep	 journeying	 towards	 a	 promise	whose	 details	 he	 did	 not	
know.		

Aware	 of	 the	 fact	 that	 Jesus	 was	 fully	 human,	 we	 can	 conclude	 that	 he,	 too,	 had	 to	
picture	in	his	mind	how	those	who	committed	themselves	to	follow	him	would	turn	out.	
Take	that	to	its	 logical	conclusions,	and	we	can	only	conclude	that	God	puts	trust	 in	us,	
too;	a	trust	that	we	are	capable	of	working	to	promote	justice,	peace	and	mercy.	When	
we	know	that	somebody	trusts	us,	we	feel	affirmed.	If	we	are	conscious	of	being	trusted,	
loved	and	valued	by	God,	we	might	be	more	inclined	to	put	our	trust	in	God.		

The	 three	brief	 parables	 about	 servants,	managers	 and	 the	unexpected	 return	of	 their	
masters	are	all	about	what	is	expected	of	people	who	commit	themselves	to	working	to	
bring	 about	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 reign	 or	 kingdom	 of	 God	where	 they	 live	 in	 the	
world.	Sunday	after	Sunday,	we	have	been	reminded	 that	 the	 reign	of	God	 is	all	about	
striving	 to	 ensure	 that	 everyone	 is	 treated	 with	 justice,	 compassion,	 respect,	 mercy,	
tolerance,	 and	 so	 on.	 That,	 of	 course,	 calls	 for	 selfless	 service	 from	 all	 who	 commit	
themselves	to	building	the	kingdom	of	God,	from	all	of	us	who	have	committed	ourselves	
to	walk	in	the	footsteps	of	Jesus.		

Implicit	in	the	three	short	parables	in	today’s	gospel-reading	is	a	message	that,	whatever	
our	position	or	status,	we	are	all	called	to	be	leaders	in	one	way	or	another.	Jesus	makes	
it	 clear	 that	 those	 entrusted	with	 leadership	 have	 power,	 but	 the	 power	 they	 have	 is	
meant	 for	 service	 of	 others	 not	 for	 feathering	 their	 own	nests.	 True	 leaders	 give	 their	
time,	energy	and	talent	to	empower	those	they	serve,	thereby	enabling	them	to	do	for	
others	what	is	good	and	just	and	empowering,	so	that	they	can,	in	their	turn,	determine	
the	best	way	to	live	their	lives.		

Tucked	into	these	three	parables,	which,	incidentally,	are	hard	to	separate,	are	a	couple	
of	surprises.	One	is	that	Jesus	refers	to	both	male	and	female	servants.	(This	is	consistent	
with	the	fact	that	Luke	repeatedly	includes	women	as	central	to	his	gospel	story.)	Almost	
unobtrusively,	 Jesus	 describes	 a	 head	 servant	 abusing	 his	 position	 and	 setting	 about	
“beating	the	menservants	and	the	maids”	(Luke	12:	45).	Women	in	the	prevailing	climate	
were	 particularly	 vulnerable	 to	 abuse.	 The	 second	 surprise	 lies	 in	 the	 reference	 Jesus	
makes	 to	 a	master	who	 is	 so	 pleased	with	 the	work	 of	 his	 servants	 that	 he	 sits	 them	
down	 at	 table,	 dons	 an	 apron,	 and	 serves	 them	 a	meal	 himself.	 In	 a	male-dominated	
culture,	 where	 men	 were	 not	 to	 be	 found	 even	 close	 to	 a	 kitchen,	 Jesus	 overturns	
convention	and	tells	of	a	man	who	serves	his	servants.	This	is	surely	a	reference	to	how	
Jesus	pictures	God	as	one	whose	love	and	care	know	no	bounds.	It	makes	the	point	that	
slaves	and	servants	are	loved	by	God,	and,	therefore,	to	be	treated	with	respect,	dignity	
and	justice.		

To	be	committed	to	walking	in	the	footsteps	of	Jesus	is	to	become	faithful	and	generous	
in	using	our	gifts,	 talents	and	personal	qualities	 in	contributing	 to	 the	establishment	of	
the	 kingdom	 of	 God.	We	 are	 truly	 humble	when	we	 recognise	 that	 our	 gifts	 are	 God-
given	 and	 meant	 not	 for	 our	 own	 aggrandisement	 but	 for	 the	 service	 and	 benefit	 of	
others.	The	world	will	then	be	better	for	the	fact	that	we	are	part	of	it.		

	



	
Prayer	Requests	

Please	remember	in	your	prayers	
the	relatives	and	friends	of	our	
Parish	Communities	for	whom	
prayers	have	been	requested:	

	
Recently	Deceased:	Helen	Rose,	Fr	Theo	Arrivoli,	Gener	T.	
Mendoza	

Anniversaries:	Nonie	Rowan,	John	Cummins	

Our	sick	relatives	&	friends	
Maria	Roche,	Benett	Perera,	Joel	Uvero	(Lourdes	Subijano’s	
brother),Melba	 Oki,	 David	 Wadick,	 Peter	 Dawson,	 Harry	
Williams,	 Moira	 Devine,	 Peter	 Campbell,	 Philippa	 Ford,	
Honor	 Rosario,	 Lavinia	 Costello,	 Pablo	 Herrara,	 	 David	
Molina,	 Anne	 Torina	 Wayman,	 Michael	 Dawborne,	 John	
Walker,	 Holly	 Burns,	 Evan	 Garcia,	 Brian	 Roche,	 Warren	
Moses,	 Carmel	 Willis,	 Matthew	 Burke,	 Julie	 Bracks,	
Roumanos	 Nehme,	 Deba	 Beani,	 Edward	 Beani,	 Richard	
Meagher	and	all	who	are	ill	or	struggling	as	a	result	of	the	
Coronavirus	throughout	the	world.	

Adoration	of	the	Blessed	Sacrament	

Adoration	 of	 the	 Blessed	 Sacrament	
takes	 place	 in	 Our	 Lady	 of	 Lourdes	
Church	 each	 Friday	 morning	 prior	 to	
the	9.30am	Parish	Mass.			

Adoration	commences	at	8.50am.	

Are	you	Coeliac/Gluten	Intolerant?	

If	 you	 are	 Coeliac	 or	 Gluten	 Intolerant	
we	have	 low	gluten	(negligible)	hosts	to	
enable	you	to	receive	the	Body	of	Christ	
in	Communion.	

Please	 speak	 to	 Father	 or	 the	 Acolyte	
before	Mass.	Please	go	to	the	priest	celebrating	Mass	to	
receive	Communion.	

Solemnity	of	St	Mary	of	the	Cross	(MacKillop)	

Tomorrow,	Monday	8th	August	is	the	
Solemnity	of	St	Mary	of	the	Cross	-		
Australia’s	first	Saint	and	Patron	Saint	of	the	
Diocese	of	Parramatta.			 	

Mass	of	the	Solemnity	will	be	celebrated	at	St	
Michael’s	at	9.15am.	

	

	

U 	Sacrament	of	Reconciliation

WSacrament	of	1st	Eucharist 

Online	 Registration	 is	 now	 open	 for	 those	 who	 wish	 their	
children	 to	 receive	 the	 Sacraments	 of	 Reconciliation	 and	
Communion	at	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	for	2022:	

1st	–	12th	August	via	GOOGLE	FORMS.	

Link:		https://forms.gle/kz6SqPQ3eb9kR2Bb8		

	 QR	Code: 	
	

	
	
The	compulsory	Parent	information	evening	will	be	held	at	
Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Open	Learning	Centre	on	Tuesday	16th	
August	at	7.30pm.		

	

	

Western	Sydney	Community	Sleepout	

On	Friday	night,	19th	August,	St	Vincent	de	Paul	will	be	
conducting	its	Community	Sleepout	which	aims	to	raise	
donations	targeted	at	helping	alleviate	homelessness	in	
Western	Sydney.	Participants	will	be	sleeping	“rough”	to	
experience	conditions	of	discomfort	that	will	mirror	the	
physical	discomfort	experienced	by	some	in	our	
community.		

Colette	Rajan	and	Stefan	Boffa	from	Our	Lady	of	
Lourdes	have	signed	up	to	raise	much	needed	funds	for	
this	worthy	cause.	If	you	would	like	to	support	Collette	
or	Stefan	in	their	fundraising	efforts,	you	may	scan	one	
of	the	QR	codes	below	to	take	you	to	their	fundraising	
page.	

Colette	Rajan	 	 	 Stefan	Boffa	

	
	God	bless	you	and	keep	you	warm	and	safe	this	
winter.	
Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	St	Vincent	de	Paul	Conference	

6th	August	2022,	19th		Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
https://youtu.be/sjCXUWboMrM		

13th	August	2022,	20th	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
https://youtu.be/XMoxU5SqcvM	

Celebration	 Date	 Mass	 Acolyte	 Reader	1	 Reader	2	 EMC	

19th	Sunday	in	
Ordinary	Time	 6th	August	

Saturday	Vigil	
6.00pm	 John	Vassett	 Madleine	Leslie	 Peter	Watkins	 Grace	Yee	

	 7th	August	 Sunday	9.30am	 Ian	Starkey	 Bernard	Ryall	 Angela	Ryall	
Kay	Bull	
Anne	Mitchell	

20th	Sunday	in	
Ordinary	Time	 13th	August	

Saturday	Vigil	
6.00pm	 Roland	Barros	 Peter	Steele	 Maureen	Steele	 Nicole	Whittaker	

	 14th	August	 Sunday	9.30am	 Anthony	Pope	 Frangee	Ampil	 Janina	Starkey	
Louise	Ryall	
Marlene	Murrow	



PARISH	UPDATE	–	FRIDAY	AUGUST	5	
A	COVID	SAFE	PARISH		

Dear	Parishioners,	

Thank	you	for	your	con3nued	support	of	the	Parish	in	these	difficult	COVID	and	flu-like	3mes.		

I	 hope	 you	 are	 con3nuing	 to	 keep	 well,	 and	 while	 grateful	 for	 some	 nice	 sunny	 winter	 days,		
remind	you	that	if	you	are	not	feeling	well	to	stay	at	home	and	watch	the	Mass	via	the	link	below.	

As	you	are	aware,	discussion	con3nues	about	the	need	to	wear	masks	in	places	where	people	are	
gathered.	NSW	Health	strongly	advises	people	get	 fully	vaccinated	and	wear	a	 face	mask	where	
they	cannot	physically	distance.	Masks	are	available	from	the	front	of	the	Church,	should	you	wish	
to	wear	one.	

CONFIRMATIONS	AT	ST	MICHAEL’S	THIS	WEEK	

This	 week,	 about	 120	 children	 received	 the	 Sacrament	 of	 Confirma3on,	 with	 Monsignor	 Ron	
McFarlane	as	 the	presiding	minister.	Thank	you	 to	Mons	Ron,	 the	parents,	 the	children	and	 the	
Sacramental	Team,	especially	BeRy	and	Monica.	

RECONCILIATION	AND	FIRST	COMMUNION	AT	OLOL	

Registra3on	 for	 the	 Sacrament	 of	 Reconcilia3on	 and	 First	 Communion	 at	 Our	 Lady	 of	 Lourdes	
began	last	Monday.	A	Parents’	Informa3on	evening	will	be	held	at	7.30pm	on	Tuesday	August	16th	
in	the	Open	Learning	area	at	OLOL	School.	Please	check	details	in	the	bulle3n.	

DEACON	ANDREW	CALLED	TO	ORDINATION	AS	PRIEST	

Bishop	Vincent	will	ordain	Deacon	Andrew	to	the	priesthood	at	St	Patrick’s	Cathedral,	ParramaRa	
at	7.30pm	on	Friday,	August	26th.	All	are	invited	to	aRend	this	Mass.	We	congratulate	him	on	this	
call.	

Please	keep	Andrew	in	your	prayers,	especially	this	week	as	he	is	on	retreat	in	prepara3on	for	his	
ordina3on.		

The	newly-ordained	priest	will	 celebrate	a	Mass	of	Thanksgiving	at	 St	Padre	Pio	Church,	Howell	
Drive,	Glenmore	Park	on	Saturday,	27	August	at	1pm.	Further	details	to	be	advised.	

PLENARY	COUNCIL	NEWS	–	ACTS	AND	DECREES	–	Topic	3	

As	part	of	our	concern	for	all	to	be	aware	of	the	Plenary	Council	delibera3ons,	we	are	presen3ng	
the	 various	 Acts	 and	Decrees	 of	 the	 Plenary	 Council	 for	 your	 study	 and	 perusal.	 Last	week	we	
provided	 Topic	 1	 (Reconcilia3on:	 Healing	 Wounds,	 Receiving	 Gi[s)	 and	 Topic	 2	 (Choosing	
Repentance	–	Seeking	Healing).		

This	week	we	provide	Acts	and	Decrees	of	Topic	3:	Called	by	Christ	–	Sent	forth	as	Missionary	
Disciples.	

PARISH	UPDATE	-	PARISH	WORKING	GROUP	

The	 Parish	 Working	 Group	 represen3ng	 both	 Parish	 Communi3es	 is	 currently	 undertaking	 a	
Discernment	Process	with	the	aim	of	making	not	just	good	decisions	but	inspired	decisions	for	the	
Parish	 of	 Baulkham	 Hills	 as	 we	 move	 forward	 and	 develop	 a	 stronger,	 more	 vibrant	 parish,	
sensi3ve	to	the	ac3on	of	God	in	our	lives	and	our	communi3es.	God’s	desire	is	that	we	should	be	
joyful	and	at	peace,	feeling	that	we	are	in	the	right	place	and	moving	in	the	right	direc3on	

Prior	to	its	next	mee3ng,	members	of	the	group	are	working	with	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Community	
through	a	SWOT	Analysis.	This	process	is	asking	OLOL	members	to	iden3fy	Strengths,	Weakness,	
Opportuni3es	&	Threats	within	OLOL	Community	with	the	hope	that	the	response	will	assist	the	
group	in	fulfilling	its	Vision,	Hopes	and	Goals	for	the	parish	as	we	listen	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	what	
he	is	asking	of	us.	OLOL	community	members	will	find	a	copy	of	the	SWOT	form	in	the	back	of	Our	
Lady	of	Lourdes	Church.	

Depending	 on	 its	 success,	 we	 hope	 to	 also	 do	 something	 similar	 for	 member	 of	 St	 Michael’s	
community	in	October.	



The	 group’s	 next	 mee3ng	 is	 on	 Thursday,	 18	 August	 2022	 at	 7.30pm	 at	 Our	 Lady	 of	 Lourdes	
Centre.	

Please	pray	for	the	group	and	its	work.	

MASS	LINK	

The	Mass	link	for	this	Saturday	for	the	Nineteenth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	(Sat	6pm)	and	
available	on	YOUTUBE	aeer	that	hRps://youtu.be/sjCXUWboMrM	.	Please	copy	the	link	into	
browser	if	it	does	not	immediately	work. 

Mass	 is	 live	 streamed	on	 Saturday	evening	at	 6pm	 from	Our	 Lady	of	 Lourdes,	 and	available	 for	
viewing	aeerwards	via	the	link.	We	are	also	using	FACEBOOK	links	via	the	Parish	of	Baulkham	Hills	
FACEBOOK	page.	Thank	you	to	Jim	and	Brian	for	your	help	with	this	every	week.	

FR	ZVONIMIR	ANNIVERSARY	OF	ORDINATION	

Fr	Zvonimir	will	be	celebra3ng	50	years	of	priestly	ministry	with	a	Mass	at	Stanhope	Gardens	on	
Sunday	28	August	at	10.30am.	Full	details	in	the	bulle3n.	

DATE	CHANGE	

Please	note	that	the	Parents’	Informa3on	Evening	for	children	wishing	to	receive	the	Sacrament	of	
Reconcilia3on	via	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	is	now	changed	to	Tuesday,	16th	August,	as	Monday	15th	
August	is	the	Solemnity	of	the	Mary’s	Assump3on,	which	is	a	Holy	Day	of	obliga3on,	and	so	there	
will	be	Mass	at	7.30pm	that	evening.	

FOR	THE	DECEASED	

Please	remember	those	for	whom	prayers	have	been	requested,	especially	for:	

Recently	deceased:			

Fr	Theo	Arrivoli,	Helen	Rose,	Pauline	Margerison,	Leonard	Tan,	Virginia	Ang	

Anniversary:	

Ron	&	Daphne	Flood,	Barry	Murphy,	Nonie	Rowan	

SUPPORT	DONATIONS	

We	really	appreciate	your	con3nued	support.		To	assist	with	the	proper	recording	for	the	second	
collec3on,	please	include	your	envelope	number	if	you	have	one.	

For	EFT	to	the	First	Collec3on	-	suppor3ng	the	priests	

	 BSB		 067	950		

	 Account	No		 000004265		

	 Account	Name	 Diocesan	Clergy		

	 Reference	 6001	your	name		

For	EFT	to	the	second	(envelope	and	loose)	Collec3on	–	for	support	of	the	Parish,		

	 BSB		 067	950		

	 Account	No		 000000214	

	 Account	Name	 St	Michael’s	Baulkham	Hills		

	 Reference	 Envelope	Number	or	Your	Name	

If	you	wish	to	pay	by	credit	card,	please	use	this	link	hRps://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills		

https://youtu.be/sjCXUWboMrM
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


	
PARISH	DISCERNMENT	-	SWOT	ANALYSIS	

You	may	have	noticed	in	Fr	Wim’s	Updates	recently,	
reference	to	The	Parish	Working	Group.	

This	group	of	parishioners	representing	both	Parish	
Communities	is	currently	undertaking	a	Discernment	
Process	with	the	aim	of	making	not	just	good	decisions	
but	inspired	decisions	for	the	Parish	of	Baulkham	Hills	as	
we	move	forward	and	develop	a	stronger,	more	vibrant	
parish,	sensitive	to	the	action	of	God	in	our	lives	and	our	
communities.		God’s	desire	is	that	we	should	be	joyful	
and	at	peace,	feeling	that	we	are	in	the	right	place	and	
moving	in	the	right	direction.	

As	part	of	the	discernment	process	we	are	doing	what	
we	call	a	SWOT	Analysis.	This	process	is	asking	each	of	
our	parishioners	to	identify	Strengths,	Weakness,	
Opportunities	&	Threats	within	our	Parish	Communities	
with	the	hope	that	the	response	will	assist	us	in	fulfilling	
our	Vision,	Hopes	and	Goals	as	we	listen	to	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	what	he	is	asking	of	us.	

The	SWOT	Analysis	sheet	has	been	included	in	the	
digital	copy	of	the	OLOL	Bulletin	this	weekend	and	there	
are	copies	of	the	analysis	sheet	at	the	back	of	the	
church.		

We	invite	you	to	take	home	a	copy	of	the	sheet	or	print	
a	copy	from	the	digital	bulletin	and	return	it	to	us.	This	
is	an	anonymous	process	inviting	you	to	provide	an		
honest	response.	Analysis	Sheets	can	be	returned	to	
the	church	or	the	OLOL	Office.	

Knowing	Jesus	Daily	Devotional	Videos	
You	cannot	become	what	you	do	not	know.	Join	us	as	we	
seek	to	dive	deep	into	the	life	of	Jesus	to	expand	our	
understanding	of	who	He	is	and	help	us	live	and	become	
more	like	Him.	

This	FREE	Daily	Devotional	series	is	presented	by	Bruce	
Downes,	known	as	The	Catholic	Guy,	and	starts	
on	Monday	15	August.	

Receive	these	short,	practical,	and	inspiring	Daily	
Devotional	videos	into	your	inbox	to	help	you	explore	and	
understand	who	Jesus	really	is!	
Sign	up	today:	BruceDownes.org/knowingJesus/	or	go	
to	our	website	BruceDownes.org	

Bereavement	Support	Program	at	St.	Bernadette’s	
Parish	Castle	Hill	Commencing	11th	August	

Catholic	Care	Western	Sydney	and	Blue	Mountains	is	
commencing	a	7	session	Bereavement	Support	Program	
for	men	and	women	whose	spouse	or	partner	have	
died.		Each	week	a	different	topic	will	be	presented	on	
how	grief	impacts	lives	after	the	death	of	a	spouse	or	
partner.		It	will	be	held	on	Thursdays	over	7	weeks	at	St.	
Bernadette’s	Parish	from	10am	–	12pm.			

The	program	commences	on	Thursday	11th	August	and	
concludes	on	Thursday	22nd	September	2022.			

For	further	information	and	Registration:		Please	Contact	
Rita	Chater	at	Catholic	care	on	8843	2500	
or	rita.chater@ccss.org.au			

WYD23	 Express	 Expressions	 of	
Interest		

The	 Diocese	 of	 Parramatta	 invites	
young	 people	 across	 Western	
Sydney	and	the	Blue	Mountains	to	
join	 them	on	 its	 official	 pilgrimage	
to	 the	 16th	 International	 World	

Youth	Day	in	Lisbon,	Portugal,	in	August	2023.	

The	 Diocesan	 pilgrimage	 will	 take	 place	 over	 22	 days	
from	21	July	to	11	August	2023	and	will	include	visits	to	
France,	 Spain	 and	 Portugal	 before	 a	 time	 of	 retreat	 in	
Assisi,	Italy.	

All	young	people	are	invited	to	our	official	launch	event	
on	 18	 August.	 To	 register	 for	 the	 launch	 event	 and	 to	
express	your	interest,	visit	parrawyd.org	

More	 information	 will	 be	 revealed	 over	 the	 coming	
weeks	or	contact:	 			
	 james.camden@parracatholic.org		
	

Africa	Food	Crisis	

Drought	and	conflict	in	
the	Horn	of	Africa	have	
left	over	18	million	people	
facing	severe	hunger.	
Four	consecutive	failed	
rainy	seasons	have	

devastated	the	crops	of	millions	across	the	
region.	

We	must	act	now	and	Make	Hunger	History.	

Your	generous	donation	means	our	partners	
in	countries	like	Ethiopia,	Kenya,	Somalia,	
South	Sudan	and	Eritrea	can	respond	quickly	to	support	
vulnerable	communities	during	this	crisis.	Visit	
www.caritas.org.au/food-crisis		or	call	1800	024	413	toll	
free	to	donate	now.		

Prayers	&	Sympathy	
We	offer	 our	 prayers	 and	deepest	 sympathy	
to	Kate,	Dylan,	Archie	and	 Isla	on	 the	death,	
this	 week,	 of	 Kate’s	 mum,	 Helen	 Rose.	May	
she	rest	in	the	loving	arms	of	Jesus,	the	Good	

Shepherd.	

Please	keep	Kate	and	her	family	in	your	prayers	at	this	sad	
and	difficult	time.	

Fr	Theo	Arrivoli	

Please	 remember	 in	 your	 prayers	 the	
repose	of	 the	soul	of	Fr	Theo	Arrivoli	who	
passed	away	earlier	this	week.	

Fr	 Theo	 was	 Parish	 Priest	 at	 Our	 Lady	 of	 Lourdes	 from	
October	1985	until	1998.		May	he	rest	in	peace. 

	



PARISH	OF	BAULKHAM	HILLS	
	

SWOT	ANALYSIS	SHEET	

Please	return	SWOT	Analysis	Sheet	to	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Church	or	Parish	Office.	
	or	via	Email:	olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au		

	

STRENGTHS	

• What	do	we	currently	do	well?	

WEAKNESS	

• What	do	we	currently	not	do	well?	
• Where	can	we	improve?	

OPPORTUNITIES	

• What	are	other	Churches	doing	well	that	we	could	
adopt/adapt?	

• What	resources	are	available	that	we	haven’t	
considered	yet?	

THREATS	

• What	could	derail	our	plans?	



ACTS	AND	DECREES	OF	THE	PLENARY	COUNCIL	–	TOPIC	3	
	

CALLED	BY	CHRIST	–	SENT	FORTH	AS	MISSIONARY	
DISCIPLES	

1.	 	 	 God’s	 covenant	 with	 creation,	made	 new	 in	 the	 life,	 death,	 and	 resurrection	 of	

Christ,	is	 fashioned,	 sustained	 and	 nourished	 by	 the	 gift	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 who	 calls	

together	 the	community	 of	 disciples,	 the	 Church,	 privileged	 to	 share	 in	 Jesus’	 mission.	

The	 Triune	God	revealed	in	Jesus	Christ	continuously	overflows	into	the	work	and	beauty	

of	creation.	In	the	Incarnation,	the	Word	becomes	flesh	and	dwells	among	us	as	the	image	

of	 the	 invisible	God,	the	 firstborn	 of	 all	 creation	 (Colossians	 1:15).	 “Jesus	 embodies	 the	

depths	 of	God’s	 love	 ‘so	that	everyone	who	believes	in	him	may	not	perish	but	may	have	

eternal	 life’	 (John	3:16).”	 This	 proclamation	 of	 the	 kingdom	 or	 reign	 of	 God	 is	 at	 the	

heart	 of	 Jesus’	mission.	 The	 Church	exists	in	and	for	the	world.	Through	the	grace	of	the	

Holy	Spirit,	it	incarnates	Christ’s	love	for	the	world,	just	as	Christ	incarnates	God’s	love	for	

the	 world.	 To	 be	 Christ-centred	 missionary	 disciples	 requires	 loving	 attention	 to	 our	

world,	 which	 is	 marked	 by	 both	 sin	 and	 grace,	 prayerfully	 reading	 the	 signs	 of	 the	

times	 in	 the	 light	 of	 the	 Gospel,	 seeking	 to	 grasp	 the	meaning	of	things	and	to	discern	

God’s	will	under	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(cf.	Gaudium	et	Spes	n.	11).	

Shaping	Communities	Centred	on	Christ	and	Sent	by	the	Spirit	

2.	 	 	 This	call	to	discipleship	is	integral	to	the	Gospel.	Each	of	us	is	called	by	our	Baptism	

to	be	a	missionary	disciple,	hearing	and	responding	to	God’s	invitation	to	follow	Jesus	Christ	

with	joy	(Francis,	Evangelii	Gaudium	n.	120).	As	a	people	anointed	with	the	oil	of	gladness,	
all	 the	 baptised	 share	 in	 Christ’s	 three-fold	 office	 that	 is	 priestly,	 prophetic,	 and	

royal	 (Lumen	Gentium	 n.	 31).	 In	 this	 way,	 the	 Church	 proclaims	 that	 “the	 kingdom	 of	

heaven	 is	 at	 hand”	 (Matthew	 10:17)	 and	 embodies	 the	 in-breaking	 reign	 of	 God	

that	 transforms	 human	history.	In	 the	words	 of	 Pope	 Saint	 Paul	 VI,	 “the	Gospel	 is	 not	

out-of-date”	 but	 remains	 an	 inspiration	 for	 offering	 people	of	 our	own	 time	 and	 place	

renewed	hope	while	also	“advancing	the	 life	of	 society”	 (Paul	VI,	Octogesima	Adveniens,	
n.	 4).	 In	 this	 way	 the	 Church	 is	 called	 to	 attend	 with	 integrity	 and	 compassion	 to	 the	

great	 issues	 impacting	 respect	 for	 life	 and	 its	protection	 at	 all	 stages,	 including	 the	

issues	 of	 “contraception,	 abortion,	 reproductive	 technologies	 and	 euthanasia.”	 The	

Church	 is	 also	 called	 to	 facilitate	 the	 inclusion	 and	 address	 the	 needs	 of	 people	 with	

disability,	 the	needs	of	 the	 “frail	elderly,	 refugees,	 the	 trafficked	and	 newcomers,	 those	

with	mental	illness,”	and	to	work	to	protect	Australians’	right	to	religious	

belief	and	practice.	

3. In	a	spirit	of	transformation	and	hope	the	Plenary	Council	affirms	that	we	need	“to	

move	‘from	a	pastoral	ministry	of	mere	conservation	to	a	decidedly	missionary	pastoral	

ministry’”	 (Latin	 American	 Bishops,	 quoted	 in	 Evangelii	 Gaudium,	 n.	 15).	 An	

evangelising	 community	knows	that	God	has	taken	the	 initiative;	God	has	loved	us	first	

(cf.	1	John	4:19).	Therefore,	we	can	move	forward,	speak	and	act	boldly,	go	out	to	others,	

seek	those	who	have	fallen	away,	stand	at	the	crossroads	and	welcome	the	outcast.	

4. The	 First	 Assembly	 Proposals	 document	 encourages	 “taking	 the	 decision	 to	

become	 missionary	 communities”	 and	 suggests	 pathways	 for	 growing	 as	 missionary	

disciples:	 parish	 forums;	 small	 groups	 (for	 example	 for	 young	 people,	 families,	

children,	 married	 couples,	 single	 adults,	 etc.)	 and	 ecclesial	 communities	 that	 may	

foster	 the	 lay	 apostolate.	 These	 pathways	 provide	 supportive	 spaces	 for	 prayer,	

formation,	fellowship,	and	mission	animation.	The	 document	 also	 proposes	 research	 to	

identify	 where	 missionary	 activity	 is	 thriving.	Consistent	support	has	been	shown	for	

the	 pursuit	 of	 new	 models	 of	 engagement	 with	 young	 people	 	 and	 	 families,	 	



encouraging	 	 initiatives	 	 in	 	 youth	 	 ministry,	 	 peer	 	 support	 	 and	evangelisation,	as	

well	 as	 support	 for	 the	 domestic	 Church.	 In	 Evangelii	 Gaudium	 (n.	 28)	 Pope	 Francis	
describes	four	key	characteristics	of	an	evangelising	parish:	

5. 	

• it	is	“in	contact	with	the	homes	and	the	lives	of	its	people”	

• it	 is	 “an	 environment	 for	 hearing	 God’s	 word,	 for	 growth	 in	 the	 Christian	 life,	 for	

dialogue,	proclamation,	charitable	outreach,	worship	and	celebration”	

• it	“encourages	and	trains	its	members	to	be	evangelizers”	

• it	is	“a	community	of	communities,	a	sanctuary	where	the	thirsty	come	to	drink	in	the	

midst	of	their	journey,	and	a	centre	of	constant	missionary	outreach.”	

6. The	 Plenary	 Council	 affirms	 a	 culture	 of	 synodality	 for	 parishes	 and	 dioceses,	

where	 healthy	 and	 fruitful	 relationships	 between	 clergy	 and	 laity	 “recognise	

different	 but	 complementary	 charisms	 and	 opportunities	 for	 co-responsibility”,	 and	

desire	 “consultative	 and	 collaborative	 approaches	 to	 governance	 at	 all	 levels	 in	 the	

Church.”	 The	 emphasis	 on	 listening	 and	discernment	 for	 a	 synodal	 Church	 reveals	 how	

the	 People	 of	 God	 may	 be	 more	 centred	 on	 Christ,	 build	 healthy	 and	 respectful	

relationships	 amongst	 ourselves,	 and	 be	effective	missionary	disciples	in	the	Spirit:	

.	 .	 .	 a	 Church	which	 listens	 .	 .	 .	 realizes	 that	 listening	 is	more	 than	 simply	

hearing.	It	 is	 a	mutual	 listening	 in	 which	 everyone	 has	 something	 to	 learn.	

The	 faithful	 people,	 the	 College	 of	 Bishops,	 the	 Bishop	 of	 Rome:	 all	

listening	 to	 each	 other,	 and	 all	 listening	 to	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 the	 “Spirit	 of	

Truth”	 (John	 14:17)	 in	 order	 to	 know	 what	 he	 “says	 to	 the	 churches”	

(Revelation	 2:7)	 (Francis,	 “Commemorating	 the	 50

th

	 Anniversary	 of	 the	

Institution	of	the	Synod	of	Bishops”).	

7. The	 Plenary	 Council	 commends	 the	 contributions	 of	 Church	 ministries	 and	

services	 to	society	 as	 examples	 of	 evangelisation	 through	 missionary	 discipleship.	

Amidst	 many	 challenges,	 the	 Church	 makes	 a	 unique	 contribution	 to	 Australian	

society	 through	 its	 ministries	 and	 services,	 particularly	 those	 in	 health,	 aged	 care,	

disability,	 community	 services	 and	 education.	 The	 long-standing	 commitment	 and	

service	 of	 Catholic	 religious	 women	 and	men	 within	 these	 sectors	 is	 well-recognised	

and	 has	 been	 extraordinary.	 In	 these	 domains	 they	 continue	 to	 provide	 lay	 people	

with	 opportunities	 for	 professional	 formation	 and	 participation	 in	 leadership.	 The	

unique	 role	 of	 Ministerial	 Public	 Juridic	 Persons	 demonstrates	 how	 both	 ecclesial	

governance	 and	 service	 to	Australian	 society	may	operate	 in	 a	mature,	innovative,	 and	

effective	 way.	 Catholic	 ministries	 often	 already	 embody	 synodal	 elements	 that	 form	

and	 support	 missionary	 disciples.	 These	 include	 commitment	 to	 hospitality,	

encounter,	 and	 dialogue;	 strong	 practices	 of	 discernment;	 Christian	 service	 and	

compassion;	and	the	provision	of	a	variety	of	opportunities	for	Catholics	to	deepen	their	

baptismal	calling.	

Building	Relationships	of	Respect	and	Compassion	

8. The	Church	which	“goes	forth”	is	a	community	of	missionary	disciples	who	take	the	

first	 step,	 who	 are	 involved	 and	 supportive,	 who	 bear	 fruit	 and	 rejoice.	

Missionary	discipleship	 is	participation	 in	Jesus’	own	mission;	 it	 is	characterised	

by	 openness	 to	 encounter,	 hospitality	 and	 dialogue	 with	 each	 other,	 other	

Christians,	 people	 of	 faith	 and	 no	 faith,	 and	 with	 the	human	 family	 for	 the	

care	 of	 our	 common	 home.	 Just	 as	 we	 were	 enlivened	 by	 “deep	listening”	

during	the	Plenary	Council	Assemblies,	we	propose	formation	for	all	Catholics	in	

the	practice	 of	 listening,	 so	 that	 we	might	 discover	 in	 other	 people	 a	 brother	

or	 sister	 to	 be	supported	and	 loved.	 (Fratelli	 Tutti,	 n.	8).	Mission	directs	us	 to	



the	 peripheries	 of	 society.	 It	 calls	 us	 to	 be	 in	 active	 solidarity	 with	 all	 those	

who	 experience	 disadvantage	 or	 exclusion;	 including	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	

Strait	Islander	people,	people	with	disabilities,	people	on	low	incomes,	 refugees	

and	 asylum-seekers,	 people	 experiencing	 mental	 ill-health	 and	 with	 the	

exploited	earth.	Especially	 important	are	those	who	hold	a	grievance	against	us	

(cf.	Matthew	5:23),	 those	 who	 experience	 marginalisation	 by	 the	 Church,	 and	

those	 who	 are	 victims	 of	 abuse,	 exclusion,	 intolerance,	 and	 lack	 of	

compassion	 and	 understanding.	 There	 are	 deep	wounds	 in	 our	 brothers	 and	

sisters	who	are	excluded	 in	 the	Church	 through	a	 lack	of	mercy	by	some…	The	

challenge	 to	meet	 those	 in	 pain	 is	 to	 be	 a	Church	 that	 is	 able	 to	 dialogue	 and	

listen	without	judgement,	to	hear	the	voice	of	Christ	in	their	stories.	

9. Listening	 has	 the	 power	 to	 open	 us	 to	 the	 Spirit’s	 work	 of	 transformation,	

enabling	genuine	 encounter	 and	 giving	 rise	 to	 missionary	 action.	 During	 the	 First	

Assembly,	 as	 Members	 of	 the	 Plenary	 Council,	 we	 devoted	 time	 to	 thinking	 of	 and	

praying	 for	people	who	have	 experienced	 marginalisation	 within	 the	 Church,	 including	

Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	 Islander	 people,	 women,	 those	 divorced,	 those	 who	

identify	 as	 LGBTIQA+,	 and	 those	who	have	suffered	abuse	of	any	form.	We	express	our	

profound	 sorrow	 to	 those	who	have	been	hurt	 through	 an	 encounter	with	 the	Church.	

We	 call	 on	 all	 members	 of	 the	 Church	 to	 make	 our	 community	 one	 in	 which	 all	 the	

baptised	find	welcome	and	inclusion.	

10. The	First	Assembly	Proposals	remind	us	that	a	synodal	journey	needs	to	be	inclusive	

and	 focus	 upon	 ecclesial	 participation,	 communion,	 and	 mission.	 As	 Jesus	

demonstrates,	 our	 language	 should	 never	 be	 “judgemental,	 demeaning,	 and	 hurtful.”	

Instead:	

Jesus	 clears	 a	way	 to	 seeing	 two	 faces,	 that	 of	 the	 Father	 and	 that	 of	 our	

brother.	He	does	not	give	us	two	more	formulas	or	two	more	commands.	He	

gives	us	two	faces,	or	better	yet,	one	alone:	the	face	of	God	reflected	 in	so	

many	 other	 faces.	 For	 in	 every	 one	 of	 our	 brothers	 and	 sisters,	

especially	 the	 least,	 the	 most	 vulnerable,	 the	 defenceless	 and	 those	 in	

need,	 God’s	 very	 image	 is	 found.	 Indeed,	 with	 the	 scraps	 of	 this	 frail	

humanity,	the	Lord	will	shape	his	final	work	of	art.	For	“what	endures,	what	

has	value	 in	 life,	what	 riches	do	not	disappear?	 Surely	 these	 two:	 the	 Lord	

and	 our	 neighbour.	 These	 two	 riches	 do	 not	 disappear!”	 (Gaudete	 et	
Exsultate	n.	61.)	

Seeking	Communion	

11. In	 his	 address	 to	 the	 members	 of	 the	 Plenary	 Assembly	 of	 the	 Pontifical	 Council	 for	

Interreligious	 Dialogue	 in	 1987,	 Pope	 Saint	 John	 Paul	 II	 declared:	 “Just	 as	

interreligious	dialogue	is	one	element	in	the	mission	of	the	Church,	the	proclamation	of	

God’s	 saving	work	 in	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ	 is	 another...	 There	 can	 be	 no	 question	 of	

choosing	one	and	 ignoring	or	 rejecting	 the	 other.”	 In	 this	 spirit	 of	 mission,	 dioceses,	

eparchies,	 and	 parishes	 are	 to	commit	to	building	friendly	and	co-operative	relationships	

with	 other	 Christians,	 communities	 of	 other	 religious	 traditions	 and	 people	 with	 no	

religion,	 and	 to	 promote	 and	 engage	 in	 the	 four	 forms	 of	 interreligious	 dialogue:	

dialogues	 of	 life,	 action,	 theological	 exchange,	 and	 religious	 experience	 (Pontifical	 	

Council	 	 for	 	 Inter-Religious	 	 Dialogue,	 	Dialogue	 	 and	Proclamation,	n.	42).	

12. THEREFORE,	 this	 Plenary	 Council	 commits	 the	 Church	 in	 Australia	 to	 being	 centred	 on	

	 Christ,		 with	 a	 baptismal	 identity	 and	 on	 a	 path	 of	 missionary	 discipleship.	 This	

	 commitment	involves:	



a. development	 of	 resources,	 formation	 and	 education	 programs	 in	 the	

promotion	 of	 hospitality,	 encounter,	 dialogue	 and	 merciful	 responses	 to	

the	 needs	 of	 our	society;	

b. Church	 communities	 and	 entities	 promoting	 evangelisation	 through	

hospitality,	 encounter,	 dialogue,	 and	 merciful	 responses.	 Informed	 by	

encounter	 with	 people	 and	 communities	 who	 are	 disadvantaged	 or	

marginalised,	and	drawing	on	Catholic	Social	 Teaching,	 they	 seek	 to	 foster	 a	

more	 just	and	compassionate	 society.	 This	endeavour	 includes	 meaningful	

analysis	 and	 challenging	 of	 systems	 that	 perpetuate	 disadvantage	 and	

inequality;	

c. all	 Church	 communities,	 entities	 and	 collaborative	 bodies	 developing	 a	

culture	 of	 inclusion	 in	 their	 structures	 and	 policies	 that	 demonstrate	

commitment	 to	collaboration	 a n d 	 	 co-responsibility,	 in	 	 ways	 	 that	 	 are	 	

discerned	 	 as	 	 being	appropriate	and	achievable;	

d. taking	 care	 to	 provide	 opportunities	 for	 those	 formed	 for	 leadership	 in	 the	

Church,	including	 seminarians,	 to	 engage	 in	 dialogue	 with	 people	 who	

experience	disadvantage	or	exclusion,	both	in	the	Church	and	in	society.	

	

e. dioceses	 a n d 	 	 eparchies	 	 supporting	 	 Parish	 	 Pastoral	 	 Councils	 	 to	 	

establish	 opportunities	 to	 listen	 to	 people	 on	 the	 peripheries	 –	 within	 and	

beyond	 parishes	 –	 and	 to	 develop	 plans	 to	 overcome	 experiences	 of	

exclusion,	 lack	 of	 acceptance	 and	 other	 boundaries.	 Diocesan	 Pastoral	

Councils	 will	 explore	 how	 to	 provide	Parish	 leaders	 with	 formation	 and	

resources	 for	 training	 in	 these	 works	 of	evangelisation;	and	

f. development	of	a	long-term	plan	to	evangelise	the	community	and	catechise	

the	 faithful	 through	 dialogue	 within	 the	 Church	 and	 the	 wider	 community	

on	 areas	 including:	 the	 sanctity	 of	 all	 life,	 the	 nature	 of	 the	 human	

person,	 sexuality,	 marriage	 and	 family;	 better	 support	 for	 healthy	

marital	 and	 sexual	 lives;	 proclamation	 of	 the	 Gospel	 through	

engagement	 in	 the	 public	 arena	 and	

contribution	to	public	debate	on	issues	relating	to	marriage,	sexuality,	and	social	and	

ecological	justice.	

	

FIFTH	PLENARY	COUNCIL	OF	AUSTRALIA	

CALLED	BY	CHRIST	–	SENT	FORTH	AS	MISSIONARY	
DISCIPLES	

DECREE	

The	Plenary	Council	decrees:	

Article	1	

That	 those	 responsible	 for	 Catholic	 schooling	 and	 early	 childhood	 education,	 in	

consultation	 with	 representatives	 of	 Catholic	 parents’	 groups	 and	 parish-based	

organisation,	 led	 by	 the	National	Catholic	Education	Commission	and	drawing	upon	the	

document,	A	Framework	for	Formation	for	Mission	in	Catholic	Education	(2017),	establish	
a	national	forum,	which	will	seek	to:	

a. identify	and	respond	to	the	needs	of	the	diverse	and	distinct	circumstances	of	

Catholic	schools	in	Australia;	



b. build	partnerships	which	enhance	the	vision	of	Catholic	education	as	an	instrument	

of	evangelisation	and	an	essential	dimension	of	the	contemporary	mission	of	the	

Church;	

c. offer	 a	 process	 for	 critical	 reflection	 and	 discernment	 of	 the	 vocation	 of	

Catholic	education	today;	

d. support	 	 formation	 	 opportunities	 	 for	 	 catechesis,	 	 faith	 	 formation,	 	

leadership	development	and	religious	education	pedagogy;	and	

e. to	assist	parish	engagement	with	schools	and	young	people.	

Article	2	

That	 the	 Bishops	 Commission	 for	 Social	 Justice,	 Mission	 and	 Service	 establish	 a	

triennial	 National	 Forum	 of	 Catholic	 social	 service,	 health	 and	 aged	 care,	 disability,	

prison	ministry,	refugee	and	asylum-seeker,	and	justice,	ecology	and	peace	organisations	

and	representatives	of	those	served	by	these	organisations;	and	that	the	purpose	of	this	

forum	include:	

	

a. providing	opportunities	for	dialogue	that	will	contribute	to	the	ability	of	the	

Church	in	Australia	to	attend	to	“examining	the	signs	of	the	times	and	interpreting	

them	in	the	light	of	the	Gospel”;	

b. identifying	and	exploring	priorities	for	evangelisation	through	outreach,	

service	provision,	advocacy	and	formation;	

c. addressing	gaps;	

d. seeking	opportunities	for	collaboration;	and	

e. informing	the	development	of	local	social	teachings	to	be	issued	by	the	

Australian	Bishops.	

Article	3	

a. That	 each	 diocese	 and	 eparchy	 identify	 ways	 of	 promoting	 ecumenical	 and	

interfaith	 relationships	 (e.g.,	 an	 Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	 Officer)	 that	 are	

practical	 and	appropriate	for	the	diocese.	

b. That	 the	 Bishops	 Commission	 for	 Christian	 Unity	 and	 Inter-religious	 Dialogue	

–	 in	collaboration	with	Catholic	 tertiary	 institutions	and	theological	associations	–	

provide	guidance,	advice	 and	 resources	 to	 dioceses	 for	 ecumenical	and	 interfaith	

dialogue	 and	relationships,	 and	 formation	 for	 those	 responsible	 for	 ecumenical	

and	 interreligious	relations.	

The	 Eastern	 Catholic	 Churches	 in	 Australia	 will	 interpret	 the	 decrees	 of	 the	 Fifth	
Plenary	 Council	 of	 Australia	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	 Code	 of	 Canons	 of	 the	 Eastern	
Churches	and	the	traditions	of	each	church	sui	iuris.	

In	 accordance	 with	 canon	 446	 of	 the	 Code	 of	 Canon	 Law,	 this	 decree	 is	 not	 to	 be	
promulgated	 until	 it	 has	 been	 reviewed	 by	 the	 Apostolic	 See.	 It	will	 be	 promulgated	 in	
Australasian	 Catholic	 Record	 and	 the	 website	 of	 the	 Australian	 Catholic	 Bishops	
Conference	in	accordance	with	its	

usual	practice.	 The	decrees	will	oblige	six	months	after	promulgation.	



Mt 6:25-34 © Creative Ministry Resources 2010

In 1867, Mary MacKillop became the first sister and 
Mother Superior of a newly established religious order.  
In the puzzle below, cross out any letter that appears 
three or more times. Then unscramble the remaining 
letters to complete the name of that religious order.

Mary MacKillop had a great desire to do 
God’s will and help those most in need.  

Who are the people most in need  
of help in your community ?  

In what ways can you help them?

ANSWER

T_ _      _ _ _ _ _ _S     _ _  
S_.      _ _SE _ _

Lord God, 
You called Mary MacKillop to serve you.
She spent her life caring for and teaching kids 

and inspired others to join with her.
Through your love  

she lived a life which gave people hope.
Today we share that hope.
Bless all who continue her work
And may they and St Mary of the Cross continue  

to be a source of hope for us all.
We ask this through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

I can help...

I can help...

I can help...

I can help...

Feast of St Mary of the Cross

“Never  see  a  need  without  doing 
something  about  it.” St Mary of the Cross



Letter from Bishop Vincent

“Mary arose and weNt with haste” (LK 1:39)



	

Diocese	of	Parramatta	Notices	

		

Office	for	Worship	RCIA	Seminar	Series	

The	Office	 For	Worship	will	 be	 running	 a	 series	 for	
RCIA	 coordinators	 &	 teams	 and	 anyone	who	might	
be	 interested	 in	 understanding	 the	 RCIA	 process.	
Topics	 to	 be	 covered	 include:	 The	 Fundamentals	 of	
RCIA,	 Ecclesiology,	 Social	 Teaching	 of	 the	 Church,	
and	 the	 journey	 of	Mystagogia.	 The	workshops	will	
run	on	five	Wednesday	evenings	from	3	to	31	August	
at	 the	 Bishop	 Bede	 Heather	 Centre,	 Blacktown.	 If	
you	 are	 interested	 or	would	 like	more	 information,	
please	contact	anne.stanton@parracatholic.org	or	at	
(02)	8838	3456.	

Positions	Vacant:	

• Administration	Support	–	Office	for	Worship,	
Mission	Enhancement	Team,	Diocese	of	
Parramatta	–	Applications	close	10pm	Monday	8	
August.	

• ICT	Service	Desk	Analyst	(full-time,	6-12	initial	
contract)	–	Diocese	of	Parramatta	–	Applications	
close	10pm	Sunday	14	August.	

• Credo	Youth	Groups	Coordinator	–	St	Patrick’s	
Cathedral	Parish,	Parramatta	–	Applications	close	
Friday	19	August	at	5pm.	

• Accounts	Officer	–	Diocese	of	Parramatta	–
	Applications	close	10pm	Sunday	21	August	2022.	

• Chaplaincy	Coordinator	–	CatholicCare	Western	
Sydney	and	the	Blue	Mountains	–	Applications	
close	10pm	Sunday	28	August	

More	details	at:	parracatholic.org/employment	

	

View	the	Diocesan	synthesis	for	the	Synod	of	
Bishops	

All	 are	 invited	 to	VIEW	the	 online	 version	 of	 the	
synthesis	 from	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Parramatta	 Writing	
Committee	 for	 the	 Synod	 of	 Bishops	 2023.	
Visit	https://parracatholic.org/synod-of-
bishops/	and	email	met@parracatholic.org	with	your	
reflections.	The	Diocese	of	Parramatta	is	a	‘listening	
Church’	we	 invite	 continued	 dialogue	 through	 both	
the	website	and	direct	email	address.	

Adult	Confirmation	2022		

A	 Catechesis	 and	 Formation	 Day	 for	 those	 Adult	
candidates	 interested	 in	 receiving	 the	Sacrament	of	
Confirmation	this	year	will	be	on		

Date:	 Saturday	20th	August,	
Time:	 	9.30am	–	2.00pm		
Venue:	 Bede	Heather	Centre	(Downstairs	Hall)	
	 1-5	Marion	Street,	Blacktown	

A	light	lunch	will	be	provided	on	the	day.	It	is	
recommended	that	all	sponsors attend the 
catechesis.		

Mission	Enhancement	Team	News…	

	

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 


