
Australia Day - The Week of Christian Unity 
 

In the northern hemisphere, the Week of Prayer traditionally takes 
place from 18 to 25 January, while in the southern hemisphere, 
where January is often a holiday period, churches often celebrate 
the Week of Prayer around Pentecost. 
 

The theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2025 is based 
on a text from the Gospel of John: "Do you believe this?" (John 
11:26).  
 

The year 2025 will mark the 1,700th anniversary of the First 
Ecumenical Council. This commemoration provides a unique 
opportunity to reflect on and celebrate the common faith of 
Christians as expressed in the Creed formulated at that Council. 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2025 is an invitation to 
draw on this common heritage and to enter more deeply into the 
faith that unites all Christians. 
 

In 2025, the global Christian population 2.7 billion which is 
equivalent to 33% of the world population. It is an increase of 26 
million compared to 2023. Christians could comprise 34.4% of the 
global population in 2050. This means that by that date, the 
Christian population would have ballooned to over 3 billion! 
 

In 2050, Roman Catholics are projected to remain the most 
populous Christian tradition (1.5 billion), followed by 
Pentecostals / Charismatics (1 billion), Protestants (881 million), 
evangelicals (620 million), independents (616 million), Orthodox 
(307 million) and unaffiliated (131 million). 
 

In Australia, 44% of Australians are Christian, according to the 
Census in 2021. The number of Catholics in Australia is at 
5,075,910, almost exactly 20% of the total population of 
25,422,788. Interestingly, 1,369,744 Australian Catholics, or 21.4% 
of the total number, were born abroad in a non-English speaking 
country, and 21.5% speak a language other than English at home. 
The five countries supplying the largest amount of non-native 
English-speaking Catholics are the Philippines, Italy, India, 
Vietnam, and Croatia. 
 

While the figures give hope, Christians still struggle in a secular 
world. Often, policy makers ignore the Christian voice and 
disregard Christian concerns. In my view, Christians must also take 
blame for this.  
 

It’s in Antioch where the first Christians received their name (Acts 
11:26). They were called Christians because people noticed that 
their characters showed that they were followers of Christ.  
 

Moreover, Jesus also said: “Jesus said, "Not everyone who calls 
out to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only 
those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will 
enter" (Matthew 7:21) 
 

In Australia, can we dare to proclaim God’s salvation? Can we still 
dare to make this claim? I my view, I would say YES, I dare say, can 
dare to be Godlier in a “disenchanted” society where words are 
often used to judge, discriminate, and condemn others, where 
people talk more about each other than with each other and have 
less and less words for each other. 
 
In Australia, we need the incarnate, human, living Word: God is 

love. Jesus commanded us to love one another (John 15:12). When 
we love, we are fulfilling the great command of God in our lives. 
The uncertainty and struggles among us can be put to an end 
today when we accept the Spirit of Love and Unity that God has 
lavished on us. Love is the greatest force on earth, which will turn 
around any situation in our lives. May the love and unity of God’s 
love be our drive to help people around us and all over the world. 
 
A happy Australia Day to you 
Fr Joe  
 
Thank you for your generous donations 
 

We acknowledge the receipt of the following donations: 
1. Robin (1000 AUD) 
2. Rhonda and Paul (500 AUD) 
3. Fr Joe (500 AUD) 
 

The total amount will be used for the maintenance of the church 
building.  
 

We are very appreciative of the donations, especially at this a very 
challenging moment. 
 

God bless and thank you  
 
LIVE STREAMING AND MASS LINK 
This week’s live stream Mass link for the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time on Saturday 25 January at 6pm from OLOL is https://
youtube.com/live/rJxv9Mxw4J0    
As always it is livestreamed at 6pm AEDT (summer) time, and then 
available on YouTube. Also it is now available via Parish of 
Baulkham Hills Facebook page. 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please include your 
envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
For EFT to the St Michael’s Special Account 
 BSB  067 950 
 Account No  100005310 
 Account Name  Special Purposes 
 Reference  Your name and please email details to  
  admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

St Michael’s 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - 26th January 2025 

 

Baulkham Hills parish is committed to being a community of safeguarding,  

with zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.  

For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding  

website: https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding  
OLOL 

https://youtube.com/live/rJxv9Mxw4J0
https://youtube.com/live/rJxv9Mxw4J0
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding


Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In 
his presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in 
his holy place.  
 

First Reading Neh 8:2-6, 8-10 
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting 
of men, women, and children old enough to understand. This 
was the first day of the seventh month. On the square before 
the Water Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and 
children old enough to understand, he read from the book from 
early morning till noon; all the people listened attentively to the 
Book of the Law. 
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose. 
In full view of all the people – since he stood higher than all the 
people – Ezra opened the book; and when he opened it all the 
people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and 
all the people raised their hands and answered Amen! Amen!; 
then they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated 
themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God, 
translating and giving the sense, so that the people understood 
what was read. 
Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and scribe 
(and the Levites who were instructing the people) said to all the 
people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not be 
mournful, do not weep’. For the people were all in tears as they 
listened to the words of the Law. 
He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a 
portion to the man who has nothing prepared ready. For this 
day is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is 
your stronghold.’  
 

Responsorial Psalm 
(R) Your words, Lord, are spirit and life. 
1. The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. The rule of 

the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple.  (R.) 
2. The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the eyes.  
(R.) 

3. The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. The decrees of 
the Lord are truth and all of them just. (R.) 

4. May the spoken words of my mouth, the thoughts of my 
heart, win favour in your sight, O Lord, my rescuer, my rock! 
(R.) 

 

Second Reading 1 Cor 12:12-30 
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a 
single unit because all these parts, though many, make one 
body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, 
Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit 
was given to us all to drink. 
Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. 
If the foot were to say, ‘I am not a hand and so I do not belong 
to the body’, would that mean that it stopped being part of the 
body? If the ear were to say, ‘I am not an eye, and so I do not 
belong to the body,’ would that mean that it is not a part of the 
body? If your whole body was just one eye, how would you 
hear anything? If it was just one ear, how would you smell 
anything? 
Instead of that, God put all the separate parts into the body on 
purpose. If all the parts were the same, how could it be a body? 

As it is, the parts are many but the body is one. The eye cannot 
say to the hand, ‘I do not need you,’ nor can the head say to 
the feet, ‘I do not need you.’ 
What is more, it is precisely the parts of the body that seem to 
be the weakest which are the indispensable ones; and it is the 
least honourable parts of the body that we clothe with the 
greatest care. So our more improper parts get decorated in a 
way that our more proper parts do not need. God has arranged 
the body so that more dignity is given to the parts which are 
without it, and so that there may not be disagreements inside 
the body, but that each part may be equally concerned for all 
the others. If one part is hurt, all parts are hurt with it. If one 
part is given special honour, all parts enjoy it. 
Now you together are Christ’s body; but each of you is a 
different part of it. In the Church, God has given the first place 
to apostles, the second to prophets, the third to teachers; after 
them, miracles, and after them the gift of healing; helpers, 
good leaders, those with many languages. Are all of them 
apostles, or all of them prophets, or all of them teachers? Do 
they all have the gift of miracles, or all have the gift of healing? 
Do all speak strange languages, and all interpret them? 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to 
the poor and freedom to prisoners. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21 
Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts 
of the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these 
were handed down to us by those who from the outset were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after 
carefully going over the whole story from the beginning, have 
decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so 
that your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching 
is that you have received. 
Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; 
and his reputation spread throughout the countryside. He 
taught in their synagogues and everyone praised him. 
He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He 
stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is 
written: 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has 
anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 
to proclaim liberty to captives 
and to the blind new sight, 
to set the downtrodden free, 
to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour. 

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat 
down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then 
he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today 
even as you listen.’ 

 
Communion Antiphon 
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be 
abashed. 
 

Next Sunday: The Presentation of the Lord 
Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 



 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Abigail Freney 
 Claire Synnott 
 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church  last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been requested, 
especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:  Robert Shelley, Robert Rizzardo 

 

Anniversaries: Paula Dazo-Erana, Joe Kerr, John Foley, Mary Agnes Foley, 

John McLoughlin, Sabina D’Souza, Emerita Parra 

 

Sick: Infant Jackie, Peter Maguire, Bill Rowan, Jo Khong, Natasha Leitao, 

Felix Melinz, Arlene D’Cruz, Judy Poon, Jacqui Sneesby, Rebecca Grech, 

Monera Obeid, Cathy Vella, Margaret White, Tony Biddle, Connie Rivas, 

Joey & Noah, Greg Hopwood, Garry Eldersley, Mary Burns, Katherine Izzo, 

Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Debra Price, Kong Su Chong, Frank Jacobs, 

Jamal Kairouz, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Judy Taylor, Jacinta Hollins, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda, Bridgette & 

Gabriella Boldt, Jane Gibson, Mabel Yabsley, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Young William Merhi, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM, 

Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan, Benett Perera, Lisa Middleton, 

Joel Uvero, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez, Leonie Turner, R 

od Johnson, Maria Roche, Melba Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam 

Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello,  

Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche,  

Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos 

Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who are ill.   

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING SESSION: 

TUESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 
We will be hosting an altar server training 

session on Tuesday 4th February at  

4:00pm in St Michael's church for any child who is interested 

in becoming an altar server. The children must have made 

their first Holy Communion. An expression of interest notice 

was advertised late last year. Please complete the registration 

form using this link if you were unable to do it previously. This 

session will run for approximately 45 minutes. Information will 

be provided at the end of this session about the follow-up 

training sessions. For enquiries please contact the Parish 

Office on 9639 0598. 

IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS 

SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2025 - First Parish Annual Gathering 

after the 10am Mass at St Michael’s (presentation of Parish 

financial state, repair and upgrades, pastoral priorities, 

introduction of new PPC and PFC etc) 
 

THURSDAY 20TH AND 27TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.30PM IN THE 

DOWNEY ROOM - Mass as source and summit of Christian life: 

Understanding the Mass. 

2 sessions by Fr Joe Lam  

OLOL News 
 

Fr Thomas will be on leave from the end of January  
until early March.  
 

Unfortunately, due to shortage of priests, the 
weekday 9:30am Mass at OLOL will only be held on 
Fridays, which are 7th February, 14th February,  
21st February and 28th February.  
 
Weekend Masses will be celebrated as usual.  
 

God bless 
Fr Joe 

INVITATION TO OUR MONTHLY FRIDAY 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

As you know, this Year is a Jubilee / Holy 

Year. During this year, Catholics are called to 

be “Pilgrims of Hope”. 

The Jubilee can restore a “climate of hope 

and trust as a prelude to the renewal and 

rebirth that we so urgently desire”. 

Spending time in Adoration draws us into intimacy with Jesus.  

And as we get closer to him, he gives us the wisdom and 

strength to serve his Church and the people he has placed in 

our lives. 

So, this year, come to the Lord and find hope in Adoration. 

Then go out to share his love freely and widely. 

Our next monthly eucharistic adoration is on  

Friday 7th February 2025, at 7:30pm at St Michael’s 

https://forms.gle/NUXnLGfyJ3KGgc5r7


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Mass Centre 

25/26 January 2025  

ACOLYTE  

Saturday 6 pm R. Barros 

Sunday 9:30 am I. Starkey 

LECTORS 

Saturday 6 pm P. Steele, M. Steele 

Sunday 9:30 am M. Guillema, M. Guillema 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Saturday 6 pm R. Muscat 

Sunday 9:30 am L. Ryall, A. Mitchell 

01/02 February 2025  

ACOLYTE  

Saturday 6 pm P. Watkins 

Sunday 9:30 am A. Pope 

LECTORS 

Saturday 6 pm L. Subijano, R. Muscat 

Sunday 9:30 am H. Thomas, C. Coxall 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Saturday 6 pm C. Rajan 

Sunday 9:30 am A. Mitchell, M. Murrow 

 

CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 

 

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Joseph Lam 

Assistant Priest Father Thomas Bui 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias 

 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills - St Michael’s Parish (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES MASS CENTRE 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

St Michael’s Church 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

25/26 JANUARY 2025 

LECTORS 

01/02 FEBRUARY 2025 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan 

D. Ison, V. Vella, G. Enright, 

R. Brook 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri 

S. Butler, T. Dwyer, S. McBain, 

T. Reodique 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazar 

S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, 

D. Mascarenhas 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 25/26 JANUARY 2025 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 01/02 FEBRUARY 2025 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, 

R. Gosper, E. Hanrahan 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, 

R. McGuiness, L. Byrne 

S. Harrison, A. Lockwood, 

B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg, 

S. Turner 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskin, 

A. Rodrigues 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 26.01.25 WEEK BEGINNING 02.02.25 

COUNTERS  
Counters 26.01.25 

Team 2 : K. McElduff 

Counters 02.02.25 

Team 3 : R. McGuiness 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 01.02.25 : 

M. Mifsud, R. O’Donnell, V. Wells 

Saturday 08.02.25 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando, R. Krahe 

CHURCH 

CLEANING 

Team 4: 

M. Dsouza, Y. Franco, V. Fernandes, 

G. Fernandes 

Team 5: 

S. Sordo, S. Fernando, J. Navarro, 

V. Edwell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 01st/02nd Feb 2025 - Masses:  Sat   5:30pm:   A. D’Souza 

Sun    8am:   M. O’Loan       10am:   S. Sordo          6pm:    S. Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

