
Holy Year 2025 – Pilgrim of Hope 
 
Maybe you already know: Pope Francis has proclaimed a Holy 
Year for 2025. He officially opened it in a liturgical ceremony in 
St. Peter's Basilica on December 24, 2024. In times of global 
crises and wars, the Pope invites us all to look to the future 
with trusting hearts, open minds and confidence, instead of 
giving in to resignation and despair. 
 
The Holy Year is a jubilee year in the Catholic Church. It is 
regularly celebrated every 25 years.  
 
Biblically speaking, the Holy Year is based on Leviticus 25. To 
celebrate the Holy Year, the remission of sin and forgiveness 
was declared, and people were called upon to perform works 
of mercy. 
 
The first Holy Year was proclaimed in 1300 by Pope Boniface 
VIII (1294-1303). Originally intended as a one-century event, it 
was first repeated at intervals of 50 and then 33 years. The 
rhythm of 25 years has existed since 1470. 
 
In 1400, Pope Boniface IX granted remission of sins to pilgrims 
who had come to Rome. Pope Martin V celebrated a new 
jubilee in 1425 by opening the Holy Door in St. John Lateran for 
the first time. Since then, pilgrims have crossed the holy doors 
of the Roman basilicas to receive remission of their sins.  
 
The Holy Doors symbolize the Doors of Mercy. To pass these 
holy doors means that pilgrims place themselves in God’s 
mercy. But mercy is not just about our personal relationship 
with God. We should also treat our fellow human beings with 
the same mercy that God treats us with. 
 
A door is opened: a symbol of God coming anew into the world 
and the world coming to God. The basic conviction of the 
Christian faith is affirmed: We are loved and accepted by God - 
even with our failures, and our guilt. God is like the merciful 
father in the gospel of the two sons, one of whom wants to go 
his own way and then turns back, while the other stays at 
home but is ultimately not happy about the father's proximity. 
Both sons can be in us. No matter who we are: God, like the 
merciful father, opens doors and gates, yes, his heart, yes, he 
comes to meet us. Christ testified to this and lived it out, and 
we Christians should testify to it too. Through our own attitude 
we can and should make God's mercy visible. 
 
In the Holy Year we are called to be instruments of God’s 
compassion and hope. A first step to take on this journey 
requires a spiritual renewal. To set out spiritually therefore 
means to deepen and renew our faith through prayers, 
sacraments and learning from the wisdom of the Bible and 
Tradition. I also love learning from the lives of the saints. From 
Mary I can learn to take good care of my family and to be 

faithful. From Joseph I can learn that Jesus stands by me, even 
when I sometimes have doubts about my faith. I can learn from 
Francis to talk about my faith, even when others mock me for 
it. From Mary MacKillop I can learn the life of perseverance, 
determined spirit, faith and integrity. 
 
Maybe we can make our parish a place or even an oasis of 
mercy and compassion? An oasis is a "green island" in the 
desert. The heart of the oasis is the water source that enables 
plants to grow and quenches the thirst of animals and people. 
For people on the move, the oasis is a rest stop. In the oasis, 
desert travellers find refreshment, relaxation, and the 
restoration of their strength. Here, my physical and mental 
vitality is revitalized, refreshed, and regenerated. 
 
Have a great weekend 
Fr Joe  
 
LIVE STREAMING AND MASS LINK 
This week’s live stream Mass link for the Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time on Saturday 18 January at 6pm from OLOL is 
https://youtube.com/live/6ek2iKZoQjk   
 
As always it is livestreamed at 6pm AEDT (summer) time, and 
then available on YouTube. Also it is now available via Parish of 
Baulkham Hills Facebook page. 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with 
the proper recording for the second collection, please include 
your envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

For EFT to the St Michael’s Special Account 
 BSB  067 950 
 Account No  100005310 
 Account Name  Special Purposes 
 Reference  Your name and please email details to  
  admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

St Michael’s 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - 19th January 2025 

 

Baulkham Hills parish is committed to being a community of safeguarding,  

with zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.  

For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding  

website: https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding  
OLOL 

https://youtube.com/live/6ek2iKZoQjk
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding


Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall 
sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most High! 
 

First Reading Is 62:1-5 

About Zion I will not be silent, 
about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, 
until her integrity shines out like the dawn 
and her salvation flames like a torch. 
The nations then will see your integrity, 
all the kings your glory, 
and you will be called by a new name, 
one which the mouth of the Lord will confer. 
You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand  

of the Lord, 
a princely diadem in the hand of your God; 
no longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’, 
nor your land ‘Abandoned’, 
but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ 
and your land ‘The Wedded’; 
for the Lord takes delight in you 
and your land will have its wedding. 
Like a young man marrying a virgin, 
so will the one who built you wed you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride, 
so will your God rejoice in you.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Proclaim his marvellous deeds to all the nations.  

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all 
the earth. O sing to the Lord, bless his name.      (R.) 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations 
his glory and his wonders among all the peoples.       
(R.) 

3. Give the Lord, you families of peoples, give the Lord 
glory and power, give the Lord the glory of his name.       
(R.) 

4. Worship the Lord in his temple. O earth, tremble 
before him. Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ He 
will judge the peoples in fairness .       (R.) 

 
Second Reading 1 Cor 12:4-11 

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there 
are all sorts of service to be done, but always to the same 
Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different 
people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. 
The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each 
person is for a good purpose. One may have the gift of 
preaching with wisdom given him by the Spirit; another 
may have the gift of preaching instruction given him by 
the same Spirit; and another the gift of faith given by the 
same Spirit; another again the gift of healing, through this 

one Spirit; one, the power of miracles; another, prophecy; 
another the gift of recognising spirits; another the gift of 
tongues and another the ability to interpret them. All 
these are the work of one and the same Spirit, who 
distributes different gifts to different people just as he 
chooses.   
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God has called us with the gospel 
to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Jn 2:1-11 

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The mother of 
Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited. When they ran out of wine, since the wine 
provided for the wedding was all finished, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ Jesus said, 
‘Woman, why turn to me? My hour has not come yet.’ His 
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 
There were six stone water jars standing there, meant for 
the ablutions that are customary among the Jews; each 
could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the 
servants, ‘Fill the jars with water,’ and they filled them to 
the brim. ‘Draw some out now’ he told them, ‘and take it 
to the steward.’ They did this; the steward tasted the 
water, and it had turned into wine. Having no idea where 
it came from – only the servants who had drawn the 
water knew – the steward called the bridegroom and 
said, ‘People generally serve the best wine first, and keep 
the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink, 
but you have kept the best wine till now.’ 
This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was given 
at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and his 
disciples believed in him.  

 
Communion Antiphon 

You have prepared a table before me, and how precious 
is the chalice that quenches my thirst. 
 
 

Next Sunday: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Neh 8:2-6, 8-10; 1 Cor 12:12-30; Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21 



 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Maisie Bartlett-Jones 
 Francesca Maglonzo 
 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church  last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:  Rocco Cianciola, Beverley Lock 

 

Anniversaries: Jossie Amor, Mildred D’Souza,  

Michael McKenna 

 

Sick: Infant Jackie, Peter Maguire, Bill Rowan,  

Natasha Leitao, Felix Melinz, Arlene D’Cruz,  

Jacqui Sneesby, Jo Khong, Rebecca Grech, Monera Obeid, 

Judy Poon, Cathy Vella, Margaret White, Tony Biddle, 

Connie Rivas, Joey & Noah, Greg Hopwood, Garry 

Eldersley, Katherine Izzo, Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, 

Debra Price, Mary Burns, Kong Su Chong, Jamal Kairouz, 

Frank Jacobs, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Judy Taylor, 

Jacinta Hollins, Baby Carter McGhie, Florgina Henry, 

Richard Miranda, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Jane Gibson, 

Mabel Yabsley, Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings,  

Young William Merhi, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM,  

Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan, Benett Perera, 

Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez,  

Leonie Turner, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Joel Uvero, 

Melba Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams,  

Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario,  

Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, 

Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 

Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme,  

Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who  

are ill.   

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING SESSION: 

TUESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 
We will be hosting an altar server training 

session on Tuesday 4th February at 4:00 

pm in St Michael's church for any child who is interested in 

becoming an altar server. The children must have made their 

first Holy Communion. An expression of interest notice was 

advertised late last year. Please complete the registration 

form using this link if you were unable to do it previously. 

This session will run for approximately 45 minutes. 

Information will be provided at the end of this session about 

the follow-up training sessions. For enquiries please contact 

the Parish Office on 9639 0598. Our Week 
 

Tuesday 21 January 

Memorial - St Agnes 
 

Friday 24 January 

Memorial - St Francis de Sales 
 

Saturday 25 January 

Feast - The Conversion of St Paul 

IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS - Sunday 9th February 2025 

First Parish Annual Gathering after the 10am Mass at  

St Michael’s (presentation of Parish financial state, repair 

and upgrades, pastoral priorities, introduction of new PPC 

and PFC etc) 

The flowers ministry is in need of a 

volunteer to assist in picking up the 

flowers from the florist every Friday 

afternoon and dropping them off to 

St Michaels.  

The flowers will need to be picked 

up from the shop at 81 Richmond Road, Blacktown, they 

close at 5pm. Please contact the office if you are able to help. 
 

Consider becoming a Flower Ministry volunteer? 

Have you ever seen the lovely flowers in St Michael’s Church 

and thought “I wish I could do that”? – Well now is your 

chance to help in decorating our gorgeous church! All you 

have to do is love flowers and enjoy sharing their beauty with 

everyone in this sacred and special place in St Michael’s. If 

you are interested or need more information please contact  

Dorcas Maglalang on 0421 335 168. 

PIETY STALL - St Michael’s and OLOL 
Last chance to buy 2025 Columban Calendars $11 each  

Repair of the Stain Glass Window - 

OLOL 
I would like to acknowledge and to thank Mark 

Babic who voluntarily repaired the broken 

stain glass window at OLOL. While the stain 

glass has been placed back in its original 

space, the outer protective glass still needs to 

be replaced as it is fully broken. 

If you have knowledge of any glassier who may 

be able to assist, please let the parish office 

know. 

We also need a 

sponsor for this 

work. 

Thank you and 

God bless 

Fr Joe  

https://forms.gle/NUXnLGfyJ3KGgc5r7


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Mass Centre 

18/19 January 2025  

ACOLYTE  

Saturday 6 pm J. Cavaleri 

Sunday 9:30 am I. Starkey 

LECTORS 

Saturday 6 pm C. Rajan, Z. Booth 

Sunday 9:30 am J. Starkey, F. Ampil 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Saturday 6 pm M. Steele 

Sunday 9:30 am H. Thomas, M. Murrow 

25/26 January 2025  

ACOLYTE  

Saturday 6 pm R. Barros 

Sunday 9:30 am I. Starkey 

LECTORS 

Saturday 6 pm P. Steele, M. Steele 

Sunday 9:30 am M. Guillema, M. Guillema 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Saturday 6 pm R. Muscat 

Sunday 9:30 am L. Ryall, A. Mitchell 

 

CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 

 

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Joseph Lam 

Assistant Priest Father Thomas Bui 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias 

 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills - St Michael’s Parish (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES MASS CENTRE 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

St Michael’s Church 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

18/19 JANUARY 2025 

LECTORS 

25/26 JANUARY 2025 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
E. Riches, P. Sladen N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring,  

S. Mantaring 
S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, G. Tamoyo, R. Borg A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazar 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 18/19 JANUARY 2025 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 25/26 JANUARY 2025 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari,  

L. Karam, E. Hanraham 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, 

S. Espiritu, B. Smith 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, 

R. McGuiness, L. Byrne 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins 

N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg, 

S. Turner 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 19.01.25 WEEK BEGINNING 26.01.25 

COUNTERS  
Counters 19.01.24 

Team 1 : T. Checchia 

Counters 26.01.24 

Team 2 : K. McElduff 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 25.01.25 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

Saturday 01.02.25 : 

M. Mifsud, R. O’Donnell, V. Wells 

CHURCH 

CLEANING 

Team 3: 

A. Sullivan, V. Duffy, C. McDonald, 

J & J Harrison, L. Azares 

Team 4: 

M. Dsouza, Y. Franco, V. Fernandes, 

G. Fernandes 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 25th/26th Jan 2025 - Masses:  Sat   5:30pm:   L. Fernandes 

Sun    8am:   R. Baker       10am:   M. Almeida          6pm:    S. Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

