
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God –  
1st January 2023 

MASS LINK 
Mass will continue to be live streamed on Saturday 
evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available 
for viewing afterwards via the link. We are also using 
FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help 
with this every week. 
 

This week’s live stream Mass link for the Solemnity of the 
Mary, The Holy Mother of God on Saturday  
31 December at 6pm from OLOL is  
https://youtu.be/prHi2M9Djeg   
 

As always it is livestreamed at 6pm AEDT (summer) time, 
and then available on YouTube. Also it is now available via 
Parish of Baulkham Hills Facebook page. 
 

Don’t forget to visit  https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
RCIA PROGRAM 
RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults It is 
a process of Christian faith formation offered to those who 
seek to become Catholic. 
 

The initiation of new members is a gradual process 
allowing enquirers time to grow in faith and become full 
participants of the Catholic community. This program 
commences on Sunday, January 8. See full details in the 
Bulletin. 

THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:  Colleen McCunnie, Joyce Azzopardi, 
John Moran 
 

Anniversary: James Phelan, Inocencio Malinis,  
Setna Mulvihill, Antonio Piperata 
 
Fr Wim 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

 
 

From Fr Wim, Fr Jessie,  
Fr Andrew, Deacon Roque and the 

Parish Staff 
New Year Greetings 

 

We wish all our parishioners a very 
Happy New Year.   

 

May 2023 be a year full of peace, 
good will and God’s blessing. 

https://youtu.be/prHi2M9Djeg


POPE FRANCIS’ HOMILY AT THE MASS FOR 

MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD— 

1 January 2022 

 

The shepherds found “Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger” (Lk 2:16). For the 
shepherds, the manger was a joyful sign: it was the 
confirmation of the message they had heard from 
the angel (cf. v. 12), the place where they found the 
Saviour. It is also the proof of God’s closeness to 
them, for he was born in a manger, an object they 
know well, as a sign of his closeness and familiarity. 
The manger is also a joyful sign for us. Jesus touches 
our hearts by being born in littleness and poverty; he 
fills us with love, not fear. The manger foretells the 
One who makes himself food for us. His poverty is 
good news for everyone, especially the marginalized, 
the rejected and those who do not count in the eyes 
of the world. For that is how God comes: not on a 
fast track, and lacking even a cradle! That is what is 
beautiful about seeing him there, laid in a manger. 

Yet such was not the case with Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God. She had to endure “the scandal of 
the manger”. She too, long before the shepherds, 
had received the message of an angel, who spoke to 
her solemnly about the throne of David: “You will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David” (Lk 1:31-32). 
And now, Mary has to lay him in a trough for 
animals. How can she hold together the throne of a 
king and the lowly manger? How can she reconcile 
the glory of the Most High and the bitter poverty of a 
stable? Let us think of the distress of the Mother of 
God. What can be more painful for a mother than to 
see her child suffering poverty? It is troubling 
indeed. We would not blame Mary, were she to 

complain of those unexpected troubles. Yet she does 
not lose heart. She does not complain, but keeps 
silent. Rather than complain, she chooses a different 
part: For her part, the Gospel tells us, Mary “kept all 
these things, pondering them in her 
heart” (cf. Lk 2:19). 

That is not what the shepherds and the people do. 
The shepherds tell everyone about what they had 
seen: the angel that appeared in the heart of the 
night, and his words concerning the Child. And the 
people, upon hearing these things, are amazed (cf. v. 
18). Words and amazement. Mary, instead, is 
pensive; she keeps all these things, pondering them 
in her heart. We ourselves can have the same two 
different responses. The story told by the shepherds, 
and their own amazement, remind us of the 
beginnings of faith, when everything seems easy and 
straightforward. We rejoice in the newness of God 
who enters into our lives and fills us with wonder. 
Mary’s pensiveness, on the other hand, is the 
expression of a mature, adult faith, not a faith of 
beginners. Not a newborn faith, it is rather a faith 
that now gives birth. For spiritual fruitfulness is born 
of trials and testing. From the quiet of Nazareth and 
from the triumphant promises received by the Angel 
– the beginnings – Mary now finds herself in the dark 
stable of Bethlehem. Yet that is where she gives God 
to the world. Others, before the scandal of the 
manger, might feel deeply troubled. She does not: 
she keeps those things, pondering them in her heart. 

Let us learn from the Mother of God how to have 
that same attitude: to keep and to ponder. Because 
we may well have to endure certain “scandals of the 
manger”. We hope that everything will be all right 
and then, like a bolt from the blue, an unexpected 
problem arises. Our expectations clash painfully with 
reality. That can also happen in the life of faith, when 
the joy of the Gospel is put to the test in troubling 
situations. Today the Mother of God teaches us to 
draw profit from this clash. She shows us that it is 
necessary: it is the narrow path to achieve the goal, 
the cross, without which there can be no 
resurrection. Like the pangs of childbirth, it begets a 
more mature faith. 

I ask, brothers and sisters, how do we make this 
passage, how do we surmount this clash between 
the ideal and the real? By doing exactly what Mary 
did: by keeping and by pondering.  

 



First, Mary “keeps”, that is she holds on to what 
happens; she does not forget or reject it. She keeps 
in her heart everything that she saw and heard. The 
beautiful things, like those spoken to her by the 
angel and the shepherds, but also the troubling 
things: the danger of being found pregnant before 
marriage and, now, the lowly stable where she has 
had to give birth. That is what Mary does. She does 
not pick and choose; she keeps. She accepts life as it 
comes, without trying to camouflage or embellish it; 
she keeps those things in her heart. 

Then, Mary’s second attitude is about how 
she keeps: she keeps and she ponders. The Gospel 
speaks of Mary “bringing together”, comparing, her 
different experiences and finding the hidden threads 
that connect them. In her heart, in her prayer, she 
does exactly that: she binds together the beautiful 
things and the unpleasant things. She does not keep 
them apart, but brings them together.  

It is for this reason that Mary is said to be the 
Mother of Catholicity. In this regard, we can dare to 
say that it is because of this that Mary is said to be 
Catholic, for she unites, she does not divide. And in 
this way she discerns their greater meaning, from 
God’s perspective. In her mother’s heart, Mary 
comes to realize that the glory of the Most High 
appears in humility; she welcomes the plan of 
salvation whereby God must lie in a manger. She 
sees the divine Child frail and shivering, and she 
accepts the wondrous divine interplay between 
grandeur and littleness. Mary keeps and ponders. 

This inclusive way of seeing things, which transcends 
tensions by “keeping” and “pondering”, is the way of 
mothers, who, in moments of tension, do not divide, 
they keep, and in this way enable life to grow. It is 
the way so many mothers embrace the problems of 
their children. Their maternal “gaze” does not yield 
to stress; it is not paralyzed before those problems, 
but sees them in a wider perspective.  

And this is Mary’s attitude: she keeps and ponders 
right up to Calvary. We can think of the faces of all 
those mothers who care for a child who is ill or 
experiencing difficulties. What great love we see in 
their eyes! Even amid their tears, they are able to 
inspire hope. Theirs is a gaze that is conscious and 
realistic, but at the same time offering, beyond the 
pain and the problems, a bigger picture, one of care 
and love that gives birth to new hope.  

That is what mothers do: they know how to 
overcome obstacles and disagreements, and to instill 
peace. In this way, they transform problems into 
opportunities for rebirth and growth. They can do 
this because they know how to “keep”, to hold 
together the various threads of life. We need such 
people, capable of weaving the threads of 
communion in place of the barbed wire of conflict 
and division. Mothers know how to do this. 

The New Year begins under the sign of the Holy 
Mother of God, under the sign of the Mother. A 
mother’s gaze is the path to rebirth and growth. We 
need mothers, women who look at the world not to 
exploit it, but so that it can have life. Women who, 
seeing with the heart, can combine dreams and 
aspirations with concrete reality, without drifting 
into abstraction and sterile pragmatism. And the 
Church is a Mother, this is what makes the Church 
feminine.  

For this reason, we cannot find a place for women in 
the Church without allowing the heart of the Woman 
and Mother to shine. This is the place of women in 
the Church, the great place, from which other places, 
more concrete and less important, are derived. But 
the Church is Mother, the Church is woman. And 
since mothers bestow life, and women “keep” the 
world, let us all make greater efforts to promote 
mothers and to protect women. How much violence 
is directed against women! Enough! To hurt a 
woman is to insult God, who from a woman took on 
our humanity. He did not do it through an angel; nor 
did he come directly; he did it through a woman. Like 
a woman, the Mother Church, takes the humanity of 
her sons and daughters. 

At the beginning of the New Year, then, let us place 
ourselves under the protection of this woman, the 
Mother of God, who is also our mother. May she 
help us to keep and ponder all things, unafraid of 
trials and with the joyful certainty that the Lord is 
faithful and can transform every cross into a 
resurrection. Today too, let us call upon her as did 
the People of God at Ephesus. Let us stand and, 
facing Our Lady as did the people of God in Ephesus, 
let us together repeat three times her title of Mother 
of God: “Holy Mother of God, Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Mother of God”!  
 
Vatican News Service 



Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, 
who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

First Reading     Nm 6:22-27 

A reading from the book of Numbers 

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and 
his sons: “This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. 
You shall say to them: 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 
May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you 

peace.” 

This is how they are to call down my name on the sons of 
Israel, and I will bless them.’ 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 66:2-3. 5. 6. 8. R. v.2 

(R.) May God bless us in his mercy. 
 

1. God, be gracious and bless us  
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult   
for you rule the world with justice.  
With fairness you rule the peoples.  
you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;   
let all the peoples praise you.  
May God still give us his blessing  
till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.) 
 

Second Reading     Gal 4:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the 
subjects of the Law and to enable us to be adopted as 
sons. The proof that you are sons is that God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that cries, 
‘Abba, Father’, and it is this that makes you a son, you are 
not a slave any more; and if God has made you son, then 
he has made you heir. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   Heb 1:1-2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets;  
now he speaks to us through his Son.  
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel     Lk 2:16-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

 

The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When 
they saw the child they repeated what they had been told 
about him, and everyone who heard it was astonished at 
what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she 
treasured all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. And the shepherds went back glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen; it was 
exactly as they had been told. 

When the eighth day came and the child was to be 
circumcised, they gave him the name Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before his conception. 

 

Communion Antiphon   Heb 13:8 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever. 

 

Next Sunday—8th January 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60.1-6; Ps 71.1-2,7-8,10-13; Ephesians 3.2-3,5-6 

Matthew 2.1-12 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

This feast on the first day of the calendar year and the 
octave of Christmas was for centuries celebrated as the 
Circumcision. The reform of the liturgy in the 1960’s 
revived a very ancient tradition of celebrating it as the 
feast of the Mother of God. (It was, in fact, the very first 
feast established in honour of Mary and had fallen in 
neglect as other Marian feasts were established.) The 
beautiful (and equally ancient) collect prayer gives the 
sense of the re-established feast: it is all about God’s gift 
of life, channelled to us through Mary in the person of her 
Son and continuing to be channelled to us through her 
powerful intercession. In this sense it is a fitting 
celebration to mark the beginning of a New Year and 
promise of life that it holds out. 

Appropriately, then, the scriptural offerings begin with a 
First Reading taken from the instruction in Numbers 6:22-
27 concerning how the priests are to bless the people. 
Having performed sacrifice, the priests communicate to 
the people through the blessing a sense of the Lord’s 
favour and good will enacted in the ritual. The ‘shining’ of 
the face and its ‘uncovering’ signify in biblical language 
the good will and favour of a person. Hence the 
expression of the Lord’s favour in these terms. The early 
Church Fathers saw in this threefold Aaronic blessing a 
forerunner of the Christian grace and blessing in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (cf. 2 Cor 
13:13). 

The Second Reading, a brief extract from Galatians (4:4-
7), contains Paul’s only reference to Jesus’ mother: ‘born 
of a woman’. The oblique reference simply expresses the 
truth that the Son of God fully embraced the human lot, 
before going on to specify that he was also, as a Jew, born 
a subject of the Law (hence his circumcision on this eighth 
day as recorded in the Gospel). He who was Son of God 
by nature became what we are, in a particular race and 
culture, in order that we might acquire a share in his filial 
status and in the freedom from sin and the law’s 
condemnation of sin that goes with that status. That we 
have indeed become sons and daughters of God is 
attested by the fact that the Spirit impels us to address 
God in the same terms that Jesus addressed God: “Abba, 
Father”. The Aramaic term “Abba” represents the 
intimate address of the Jewish child or adult to the male 
parent – something corresponding to ‘Dad’ in English. The 
early disciples of Jesus were so struck by the fact that 
Jesus addressed God in this intimate way – and, it would 
seem, taught them to do the same – that the tradition 
preserved the original Aramaic rather than translating it 
into the more formal Greek word pater (‘Father’). 
Furthermore, as God’s sons and daughters, we are also 
‘heirs’ – people pointed in the direction of sharing God’s 
eternal life. Thus the reading offers an appropriate 
reflection upon the consequences of the Incarnation 

celebrated one week earlier, at Christmas: the Son’s full 
(and ultimately costly) embrace of the human lot has 
made him for us ‘the author of life’. 

The Gospel, Luke 2:16-21, completes the Lukan account 
of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. As Mary had her faith 
confirmed by finding the ‘sign’ constituted by Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, as the angel had foretold, so the shepherds go 
on their journey of faith. The discovery of Mary and 
Joseph and the baby lying in the manger exactly as they 
had been told constitutes the ‘sign’ for them and leads 
them to ‘glorify and praise God’, as Mary had praised God 
in her Magnificat. Like her, they had come to know God 
as a God who fulfils promises, no matter how contrary the 
‘facts’ and how strange the message may initially have 
seemed.  

Throughout the Infancy story Mary has been presented 
above all as a person of faith (‘Blessed is she who 
believed … ’[1:45]). Her faith, in effect, has been the 
channel through which the saving power of God has 
made entrance into the world. The comment that she 
‘treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart’ (cf. also 2:51b) suggests a continuing journey of 
faith in which much remains obscure and unexpected. 
There is wonder and joy, but also surprise, confusion, 
and, soon to come, painful surrender. Mary is the channel 
of God’s gift of life to the world in this continuing journey 
of faith just as much as in her physical motherhood. As 
we stand today upon the threshold of a New Year, the 
feast invites us to enter more deeply into her 
contemplation of mysterious ways in which God gives life 
to the world. 

© Brendan Byrne SJ—from Liturgy Help 

Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan 
Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at Jesuit Theological 
College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). 
He was Rector of Campion College, Kew (1979-84) and a delegate to 
the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was 
a visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome, in 1993 
and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa. He was a member of 
the Pontifical Biblical Commission (Rome) (1990-96) and President of 
the Melbourne College of Divinity (2000-01). He was elected a Fellow 
of the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 1999. Brendan Byrne is 
the author of nine books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and 
regularly gives workshops on scripture to clergy and parish 
communities. 



SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
 

“When the right time finally came, God sent his own Son. 
He came as the son of a human mother and lived under 
the Jewish Law, to redeem those who were under the 
Law, so that we might become God’s sons and 
daughters.” (Gal 4.4-5) 
                                                                                                              
We Christians honour Mary because of the unique role 
she played in the story of God’s love for humanity. While 
we have come to apply to her many titles, arguably the 
greatest compliment paid to her came from Jesus himself 
while he was speaking to a large crowd. A message was 
passed to him that his mother and other relatives were 
outside and wanted to catch up with him. (see Matthew 
12: 46-50) Then, looking over the heads of the crowd in 
front of him, Jesus used the interruption to ask a 
rhetorical question which he immediately answered: “But 
who are my mother, my brother, my sister? It is the one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven.” Some have 
incorrectly interpreted this as a reprimand to his mother 
and relatives for interrupting him. Rather it was a glowing 
compliment in which Jesus stated that Mary’s greatness 
lay not in the fact that she was his birth mother, but in 
her unwavering adherence to everything that God had 
asked of her. Nobody has been Mary’s equal when it 
comes to listening to God’s word and acting on it. The 
message, of course, for all of us is to direct our attention 
to developing a listening heart to the Gospel of Jesus. 
 
The start of a new year has long been associated with our 
being encouraged to stop and reflect on resolutions we 
might make to rid our lives of habits and practices that 
are physically, emotionally and morally detrimental. We 
are encouraged to make alterations to the ways in which 
we live and relate, so that we will do better at respecting 
ourselves and all those around us. The Church helps us to 
do this by holding up to us Mary as a model worthy of 
imitation. That’s why the liturgical celebration at the start 
of the calendar year is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God. It invites us, in imitation of Mary, to integrate into 
our lives the things of God. 
 
In the course of history, we Catholics have demonstrated 
a tendency to err in the direction of over-sentimentalising 
our devotion to Mary. We have turned her into the 
essence of nurturance, full of sweetness and gentleness, 
ever ready to advocate for us with her Son. I don’t want 
to deny that those are some of Mary’s qualities. But, at 
the same time, it is important that we don’t overlook the 
fact that she was a normal woman, toughened by the 
experiences of living under the rule of foreigners who had 
occupied the land into which she was born and in which 
she grew up. She was hardened by having to witness, 
without protest, the way in which the Son she had loved 
into life was disregarded, then labelled as a threat to 
religious and civil stability and, finally, unjustly tortured 
and executed. Earlier, she had witnessed the slaughter of 

countless babies done to death by a deranged king who 
saw in infants a potential  threat to his position and 
power. She endured, with her husband Joseph, life as 
refugees in a strange country in order to protect their 
son. Bitter experience had toughened her and, at the 
same time, had taught her compassion and given her an 
ability to reach out to others who had experienced grief 
and trauma similar to hers. So, she was there to 
encourage and guide the small group of disciples who, we 
are told, gathered in fear mixed with hope in the Upper 
Room before the first Pentecost. First among equals, she 
earned the title as the first and foremost disciple of Jesus. 
As a model for our discipleship, we need not look beyond 
Mary.  
 
At the end of May 2021, Pope Francis spoke of his 
devotion to Mary under the title of “Undoer of Knots”. He 
told of how he had discovered in a church in Augsburg in 
the 1980s a painting done by the German Baroque artist, 
Johann Schmidtner (circa 1700). It seems that the 
painting had been inspired by a treatise on faith written 
by St Irenaeus fifteen hundred years earlier. In the course 
of that treatise, Irenaeus had written: “Mary, the Virgin is 
found to be obedient, saying: ‘Behold, O Lord, your 
handmaid. Be it done to me according to your word.’ Eve, 
however, was disobedient; and, when yet a virgin, she did 
not obey…Having become disobedient, Eve became the 
cause of death for herself and for the whole human race; 
so also, Mary, betrothed to a man but nevertheless still a 
virgin, being obedient, became the cause of salvation for 
herself and for the whole human race… Thus, the knot of 
Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary. 
What the virgin Eve had bound in unbelief, the Virgin 
Mary loosed through faith” (Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses. 
-  Against Heresies). When Francis was Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires, he promoted devotion to Mary, Undoer of 
Knots. It became popular in Argentina and Brazil. 
 
We know from experience that we can tie ourselves up in 
emotional knots and in confusions we create for 
ourselves in our relationships and even in the way in 
which we pursue the practice of our faith. 
Miscommunication and insensitive use of language all too 
often lead to strained relations between friends and 
among families. Even in the practice of our faith, we can 
fall into thinking that we have a responsibility to put our 
energy and effort into earning God’s approval. We lose 
sight of the fact that God’s love for us is both everlasting 
and never diminishing in intensity. That inevitably ties us 
up in knots. They are knots we can safely put in the hands 
of Mary, the woman whose faith kept on keeping on. 
 
As we move into 2023, we might do well to turn our 
attention to Mary as one whose approach to the ups and 
downs of life can help us to make constructive 
adjustments to how we might walk in the footsteps of her 
Son and our brother.    

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Zion Aquino 
 Zach Dsilva 
 Spencer Gallie-Impson 
 Mia Obenhaupt 
 Illan Tuohy 
 Isabella White 
 Milo Formosa 
 Sebastian Carmeci 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

 

FAITH AND FORMATION SESSION FOR 

CATHOLIC HEALTHCARE 

PROFESSIONALS: 11 FEBRUARY  
You are invited to a faith and formation 

session for those who work and volunteer in the health care 

ministries of the Church on Saturday 11 February, from 9am 

to 10.30am at the All Saints of Africa Centre, 51-59 Allawah 

Street, Blacktown. Join us afterwards for the World Day of the 

Sick Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. Please RSVP for 

catering purposes by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org. 

For enquiries, please contact Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org  

SR NATHALIE BECQUART SYDNEY PUBLIC FORUM 

AND LECTURE: FRIDAY 3 FEBRUARY 
Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, the Vatican’s most 

influential female, is coming to Australia for a 

whirlwind tour in February 2023. Sr Nathalie will be 

in Sydney on Friday 3 February, presenting at a public forum 

at 4pm and a public lecture at 7pm, both held at St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Parramatta. Places are limited, so please register 

via https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/.  

Parramatta Pongal Tamil Harvest 

Festival: Saturday 21 January  
The Community Migrant Resource Centre 

invites you to celebrate the annual Tamil 

Farmers’ Festival (Thai Pongal), signifying the end of the 

traditional farming season on Saturday 21 January from 

11am to 2pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop 

Vincent will celebrate Mass, followed by entertainment and 

lunch. Entry is free and all are welcome. For enquiries, please 

contact James Atanasious from the Mission Enhancement 

Team on 047 873 519.  

Synod of Bishops Continental Stage  
The Church around the world has entered the 

Continental Stage for the Synod of Bishops on 

Synodality. Groups around the country are 

praying with and responding to the Document 

for the Continental Stage, which was published recently. 

Download prayer resources, including for use in liturgies, read 

the document and access the submission portal at: 

www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch  

The St Vincent de Paul Conference 
are extremely grateful for  

the generous support received from 
the community of Baulkham Hills 

Parish for this year’s  
Vinnies Christmas Appeal which 

had assisted 22 families.  

mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/
http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch


 
 

A life changing opportunity for those  

considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 8th January 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested please contact  

Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385 or Brad 0418 619 510 

 

Monica & Brad  
 

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  

and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 
 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 
Term 1/2  Sacrament of Confirmation ~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March 

 Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July 

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 



Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  

Saturday 11 February 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at  

St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  

 

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 

the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 

come. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Colleen McCunnie, Joyce Azzopardi, John 
Moran and victims of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in NSW and around the world and 
those who have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
James Phelan, Charles Pinto,  
Andrew McLoughlin, Inocencio Malinis, 
Setna Mulvihill, Antonio Piperata 
 
Sick: 
Anne Lockwood, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 
Kong Su Chong, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 
Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, 
Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price, Katrina Obeid, 
Grace Dequena, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 
Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Sean Angeles, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Hazel Clasquin, Catherine Hemmings, 
Patricia MacDonald, Richard Miranda,  
Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid, 
Florgina Henry, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

01 JANUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 
A 1 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Bourton, 

V. Vella 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique H 3 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia K 4 

Mass Times EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 01 JANUARY 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, W. Ng  

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit,  

R. McGuiness  

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis  

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg  

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  01.01.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 01.01.23  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 07.01.23 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

PROJECTOR  

Weekend 31st Dec 2022/01st January 

2023 -  Masses:         Sat  5.30pm:   A. 

D’Souza         Sun  8am:       M. Donnelly           

 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

08 JANUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

G. Dequena, P. Eustace B 
SR 

 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington,  

G. Machado 
SR SR 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman,  

N. Dahlberg 
I SR 

M & M. Moloney SR SR 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 08 JANUARY 2023 

G & D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper 

B. Boguradzki, B. Smith 

J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden 

P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. KEe 

WEEK BEGINNING  08.01.23 

Counters 08.01.23  :   

Team 7: P. Locsis 

Saturday 14.01.23 : 

 

10am:        M. Almeida          

6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

