
Sunday of the Word of God 
 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter, Motu proprio "Aperuit illis", 
published on 30 September, establishes that "the Third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and 
dissemination of the Word of God". Since the third Sunday 
coincided with Australia Day and the fourth Sunday was 
dedicated to the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, it is then 
the fifth Sunday that is reserved as Sunday of the Word of God.  
 
The title of the document, “Aperuit illis” are taken from  
St Luke’s Gospel, where the Evangelist describes how the Risen 
Jesus appeared to His disciples, and how “He opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures”. 
 
The Bible is not meant for a privileged few, continues  
Pope Francis. It belongs “to those called to hear its message 
and to recognize themselves in its words”. The Bible cannot be 
monopolized or restricted to select groups either, he writes, 
because it is “the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to 
it, move from dispersion and division towards unity”. 
 
The Pope concludes his Apostolic Letter by defining what he 
describes as “the great challenge before us in life: to listen to 
Sacred Scripture and then to practice mercy”. God’s Word, 
writes Pope Francis, “has the power to open our eyes and to 
enable us to renounce a stifling and barren individualism and 
instead to embark on a new path of sharing and solidarity”. 
 
The Bible is the world’s best-selling book of all time and the 
best-selling book of the year, every year! Fifty Bibles are sold 
every minute. It’s never shown on the best-seller lists because 
it dwarfs the sales of all other books. The Bible was written 
over the course of 1,500 years (beginning in about 1,400 B.C.) 
by more than 40 individuals, from many backgrounds 
(prophets, fishermen, kings, philosophers, scholars, poets), 
who lived in 10 different countries on three continents (Asia, 
Africa, Europe), writing in one of three languages (Hebrew, 
Aramaic, or Greek) about God and His interaction with 2,930 
different characters from more than 1,550 different places. 
Worldwide, there are 80,000+ versions of the Bible, with full 
Bibles in 530+ languages and portions of the Bible in about 
2,900 languages. A full Bible translation in a person’s native/
heart language is available for 70% of the world’s population. 
In whole or in part, the Bible is accessible to 98% of the world’s 
population in a language in which they are fluent. 
 
The Bible is available in all languages! But the question 
remains: Do we read the Bible every day? Or rather: do we let 
ourselves be captivated by its wisdom? 
 
Pope Francis has emphasized the importance of catechists in 
the Catholic Church and has encouraged them to share their 
faith in a living way. 

On the Sunday of the Word of God, I would like to thank our 
catechists. They sacrifice their time to bring the Word of God to 
the children. It is a noble task and responsibility. Therefore,  
I would like to invite you all to pray for our catechists and to 
join them in spreading the Word of God. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please call the 
parish office for more information. 
 
Have a good and enjoyable Sunday 
Fr Joe  
  
We wish to thank our parishioners for their donations towards 
the maintenance of the church’s building 
 

We acknowledge the receipt of the following donations: 
 

1. Dr Virginia T (1000 AUD) 
2. Leni and Mark B (1000 AUD) 
3. Anonymous donor (500 AUD) 
4. Katherine B (200 AUD)  

 

The total amount will be transferred to a special account for the 
maintenance of the church’s building.  
 

God bless and thank you  
 
LIVE STREAMING AND MASS LINK 
This week’s live stream Mass link for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time on Saturday 08 February at 6pm from OLOL is https://
youtube.com/live/Pka4MMep0yQ 
 

As always it is livestreamed at 6pm AEDT (summer) time, and then 
available on YouTube. Also it is now available via Parish of 
Baulkham Hills Facebook page. 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please include your 
envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

For EFT to the St Michael’s Special Account 
 BSB  067 950 
 Account No  100005310 
 Account Name  Special Purposes 
 Reference  Your name and please email details to   
  admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

St Michael’s 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 10th February 2025 

 

Baulkham Hills parish is committed to being a community of safeguarding,  

with zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.  

For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding  

website: https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding  
OLOL 

https://youtube.com/live/Pka4MMep0yQ
https://youtube.com/live/Pka4MMep0yQ
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding


Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who made 
us, for he is the Lord our God.  
 
First Reading Is 6:1-8 
In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord seated on a high 
throne; his train filled the sanctuary; above him stood seraphs, each 
one with six wings. 
And they cried out to one another in this way, 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
His glory fills the whole earth.’ 

The foundations of the threshold shook with the voice of the one 
who cried out, and the Temple was filled with smoke. I said: 

‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost, 
for I am a man of unclean lips 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have looked at the King, the Lord of hosts.’ 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand a live coal 
which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. With this he 
touched my mouth and said: 

‘See now, this has touched your lips, 
your sin is taken away, 
your iniquity is purged.’ 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our messenger?’ 

I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’   
 
Responsorial Psalm 

(R) In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, you have heard the words 
of my mouth. Before the angels I will bless you. I will adore 
before your holy temple.  (R.) 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love which excel all we ever 
knew of you. On the day I called, you answered; you increased 
the strength of my soul.  (R.) 

3. All earth’s kings shall thank you when they hear the words of 
your mouth. They shall sing of the Lord’s ways; ‘How great is the 
glory of the Lord!’ (R.) 

4. You stretch out your hand and save me, your hand will do all 
things for me. Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the work 
of your hands. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 1 Cor 15:1-11 
Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, the 
gospel that you received and in which you are firmly established; 

because the gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly 
what I preached to you – believing anything else will not lead to 

anything. 
Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught 

myself, namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the 
scriptures; that he was buried; and that he was raised to life on the 

third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared first 
to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom 

are still alive, though some have died; then he appeared to James, 
and then to all the apostles; and last of all he appeared to me too; it 

was as though I was born when no one expected it. 
I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the Church 

of God, I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s grace that is 
what I am, and the grace that he gave me has not been fruitless. On 

the contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that is with me, have 
worked harder than any of the others; but what matters is that I 
preach what they preach, and this is what you all believed. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make you 
fishers of my people. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Lk 5:1-11 
Jesus was standing one day by the lake of Gennesaret, with the 
crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when he 
caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had gone 
out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the 
boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little from the 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep 
water and pay out your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon replied ‘we 
worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will 
pay out the nets.’ And when they had done this they netted such a 
huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to 
their companions in the other boat to come and help them; when 
these came, they filled the two boats to sinking point. 
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, 
‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and all his companions 
were completely overcome by the catch they had made; so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But 
Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will 
catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything 
and followed him. 
 

Communion Antiphon 

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the children of 
men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with 
good things. 
 

Next Sunday: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 17:5-8; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26 

THE COURTYARD IS BACK!  
Everyone between the ages of 18-35 are welcome to join us 

for a relaxed night in the courtyard. Come meet new people, 

have great conversations and of course Dinner will be 

provided. Can’t wait to see you there! 

Instagram: @the.courtyard_ 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING SESSION: 

TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 
We will be hosting an altar server training 

session on Tuesday 11th February at  

4:00pm in St Michael's church for any child who is interested 

in becoming an altar server. The children must have made 

their first Holy Communion. An expression of interest notice 

was advertised late last year. Please complete the registration 

form using this link if you were unable to do it previously. This 

session will run for approximately 45 minutes. Information will 

be provided at the end of this session about the follow-up 

training sessions. For enquiries please contact the Parish 

Office on 9639 0598. 

https://forms.gle/NUXnLGfyJ3KGgc5r7


 
 
 
 
 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:  Infant Jackie, Ken Bailey 

 

Remembrance:  Mary Anne Stacey, Margaret Wije 

 

Anniversaries: Francisca Maria Francisco, Renee Graham, 

Michael McKenna 

 

Sick: Joshua McCarroll, Peter Maguire, Bill Rowan, Jo Khong, 

Natasha Leitao, Felix Melinz, Arlene D’Cruz, Judy Poon,  

Jacqui Sneesby, Rebecca Grech, Monera Obeid, Cathy Vella, 

Margaret White, Tony Biddle, Connie Rivas, Joey & Noah,  

Greg Hopwood, Garry Eldersley, Mary Burns, Katherine Izzo,  

Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Debra Price, Kong Su Chong,  

Frank Jacobs, Jamal Kairouz, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes,  

Judy Taylor, Jacinta Hollins, Baby Carter McGhie, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Jane Gibson,  

Mabel Yabsley, Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings,  

Young William Merhi, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM, Greg Brown, 

Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan, Benett Perera, Lisa Middleton,  

Joel Uvero, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez, Leonie Turner,  

Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Melba Oki, Peter Dawson,  

Harry & Pam Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor 

Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman,  

Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,  

Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, 

Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who are ill.   

Our Week 
 

Monday 10 February 

Memorial - St Scholastica 
 

Friday 14 February 

Memorial - Sts Cyril and Methodius 

IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2025  

First Parish Annual Gathering at St Michael’s from 11.30 to 

12.15pm (presentation of Parish financial state, repair and 

upgrades, pastoral priorities, introduction of new PPC and 

PFC etc) 
 

THURSDAY 27TH FEBRUARY AND 6TH MARCH 2025 AT 7.30PM IN THE 

DOWNEY ROOM  

Mass as source and summit of Christian life: Understanding 

the Mass. 

2 sessions by Fr Joe Lam  

OLOL News 
 

1. From 23 February 2025 the Sunday morning Mass will 
change from 9.30am to 9:00am 

2. If you have a special intention (for anniversary of death, 
sickness, etc.) that you want to be included in the prayers 
of the faithful during the Mass, please use the prepared 
slips (purple for death, orange for sick) to write down the 
name and intention. Please pass it to the celebrating priest 
prior to the Mass!  

3. I would like to welcome Mrs Joanne Digwood, who has 
been appointed OLOL Principal this school year. She joins 
us from OLOR Kellyville Primary School. With her I also 
welcome Mr Michael Lo Cascio, who has been appointed 
REC this school year. Mr Lo Cascio joins us from St Finbars’ 
Primary School in Glenbrook. 

4. Fr Thomas will be on leave from the end of January until 
early March.  Unfortunately, due to shortage of priests, 
the weekday 9:30am Mass at OLOL will only be held on 
Fridays, which are 14th, 21st and 28th February.  Weekend 
Masses will be celebrated as usual.  

5. St Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank the parish 
and school community for their Christmas Appeal support 
with a Morning tea on Sunday 9 Feb after the 9:30am mass  

 

God bless 
Fr Joe 

STAY FOR A CUPPA!  

All are welcome to stay for morning tea after 

10am mass THIS SUNDAY 9th February. Come 

and have a cuppa and a chat. Morning tea will 

be served at the side entrance of the church.  
 

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  
 

EVERYONE WELCOME ☺ 

PIETY STALL - Saint of the Month: Our Lady of Lourdes 
10% off all Our Lady of Lourdes merchandise. 
This weekend only  

GIVING ENVELOPES FOR 2025/2026 

As always, the parish is very grateful for your contributions, 

without which no parish can operate.  

We are currently organizing the planned giving envelopes for 

2025/2026. As usual, we are happy to provide you with giving 

envelopes. However, if you do not need one, please let the 

parish office know. 

May I suggest also that you consider using Tap’NGo or Direct 

Debit for your donation. In this way, you also help our parish to 

reduce administration costs and bank fees. 

When using electronic payment methods, the percentage of 

the donation will automatically be allocated to the first and 

second collection: From each donation, 30% goes to the first 

collection (to support active and retired priests and deacons in 

the diocese), and 70% goes to the second collection (to pay 

for parish expenses, e.g. payment of employees, insurance, 

water and electricity, rates, hospitality, maintenance and 

repairs of the church and parish facilities etc.). As an example, 

if you donate 30 dollars, 9 dollars go the first, and 21 dollars 

to the second collection.  

Thank you and God bless you all 

Fr Joe 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

08/09 February 2025  

ACOLYTE  

Saturday 6 pm J. Cavaleri 

Sunday 9:30 am I. Starkey 

LECTORS 

Saturday 6 pm Z. Booth, M. Leslie 

Sunday 9:30 am F. Ampil, N. Ellis 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Saturday 6 pm M. Steele 

Sunday 9:30 am J. Starkey, M. Menasse 

15/16 February 2025  

ACOLYTE  

Saturday 6 pm R. Barros 

Sunday 9:30 am A. Pope 

LECTORS 

Saturday 6 pm P. Watkins, J. Wilks 

Sunday 9:30 am B. Ryall, M. Di Mauro 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Saturday 6 pm R. Muscat 

Sunday 9:30 am L. Ryall, M. Murrow 

 

CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am (will change to 9.00am from 23/2/25) 

Fri:  9.30am (No Mass Tue & Wed in February) 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 

 

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Joseph Lam 

Assistant Priest Father Thomas Bui 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias 

 
The Parish of Baulkham Hills  (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

St Michael’s 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

08/09 FEBRUARY 2025 

LECTORS 

15/16 FEBRUARY 2025 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky E. Riches, P. Sladen 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman,  

M. Neylan 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner, 

A. Rodrigues 
N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 08/09 FEBRUARY 2025 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 15/16 FEBRUARY 2025 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, L. Karam, 

W. Ng 
G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, R. Gosper 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, R. Waite, 

R. McGuiness 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, B. Smith, 

L. Byrne 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
N. Redden, C. Malinis D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee 

N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta, 

S. Turner 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 09.02.25 WEEK BEGINNING 16.02.25 

COUNTERS  
Counters 09.02.25 

Team 4 : J. Gorman 

Counters 16.02.25 

Team 5 : P. Waite 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 15.02.25 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana, M. Teh 

Saturday 22.02.25 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell, M. Teh 

CHURCH 

CLEANING 

14 Feb: Team 1 (Fri) 

S. Essey, D & T Haddad, 

M. Moloney, J. De Villa 

19 Feb: Team 2 (Wed) 

P. Mascarenhas, D. Sharma, 

A. Baker, K. Baker 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 15th/16th Feb 2025 - Masses:  Sat  5:30pm:  Volunteer Required 

Sun    8am:    D. Grech      10am:    G. Wongso         6pm:    L. Teng 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

